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FOREWORD 

Eloquent testimony to the worth of Professor Marsh's The

Challenge of the Cross is the fact that it has been translated into 
Spanish, Chinese, Hindustani, and two other dialects of India; that 
100,000 copies have been issued; and that the present Memorial 
Edition has been published in response to the continuing demand. 

My own valued association with Professor Marsh began when, 
as Chairman of the Department of English at the University of 
California at Los Angeles, I was looking for �omeone of approved 
experience to build up our work in debating. Professor Marsh was 
the man. He had founded departments of speech at three colleges in 
Iowa, and had just been elected National President of the forensic 
honor society Pi Kappa Delta. 

On coming to the University, Professor .Marsh threw all his 
energy, enthusiasm, and rich experience into the supreme enterprise 
of his life. Year by year thereafter his arduous labor and unflagging 
courage brought increased recognition to the forensic activities of 
the University, until, as early as 1927, it won third place among 
the 220 institutions on the roll of Pi Kappa Delta. The frrst N ationa/ 
President of that honor society wrote of Professor Marsh at the 
time of his passing, in l 936: "He was one of the ablest debate 
coaches in the entire country." 

Unassuming, generous, the soul of quiet integrity, Professor 
Marsh was a man of great mental fortitude and physical courage. 
Knowing himself to be incurably ill long before his death, he con­
tinued to perform with scrupulous care the most exacting of hi, 
duties. His students thought of him as an honored friend; his fellow 
workers in the Department were devoted to him. 

Professor Marsh's zeal for human betterment was apparent to 
all who knew him. He appreciated life's essential values and possi­
bilities, and his faith in them remained to the end unshaken and un­
dimmed. As we read The Challenge of the Cross, we see, shining 
through the lines, the sincerity and spirituality of the man himself. 

FREDERIC THOMAS BLANCHARD 

Th� University of California 
at Los Angeles. 



SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENT AT/ON 

Explanatory notes are given in the text wherever deemed neces• 

sary, but the following suggestions, the result of experience. ma1 

prove helpful. 

The success of the exercise depends much upon young ladies 

being chosen for the different parts who can enter fully into the 

spirit of the selection. The young lady taking the part of Eva11gel 

may well be somewhat older and more mature than the others. 

The crosses needed may be made of wood, except the one for 

the third disciple, which, being better than the others, may be a 

small ornamental cross. The crosses should be different sizes. and 

the one for the sixth disciple much larger a11d heavier than the 

others, being at least four feet in height. This cross should be 

placed on the floor and the others on a small table at the back of 

the platform. 

It will be more effective if the disciples are seated at different 

places in the audience, and come forward in their tum, rather than 

to enter from the back of the platform. 

The choir should sing softly, and without instrumental accom­

paniment., its parts coming in very promptly as the last word of 

preceeding speech is spoken. The choir may be concealed if desired. 

C.A.M.

The time required /or presentation is about twenty-five minutes. 



THE CHALLENGE OF THE CROSS 

EV ANGEL:-

l am here today as the messen
come to call for disciples for J�sus Christ. I invite all, old and 
young, rirh and poor, men, women and children, to enroll them­
selves under the banner of my King. His words are: "Come unto 
me all ye that lahor nnd are h�avy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me. Behold, I stand 
at the door and knock. If anyone heareth my voice and will open 
unto me, 1 will come in to him, and will sup with him and he with 
me." Who is ready to accept my invitation? The reward is a hun­
dred fold in this world, and in the world to come, eternal life. 
"The Spirit and the Bride say 'Come', and let him that heareth 
say 'Come' and takt> of thr water of life freely." 

The Choir .�irtgj : • 

--�-------, 

, -

First Disciple appear
a:

. � 
FIRST DISCIPLE:-

Sweet • Evangel of the Great King, 1 ha heard thy voice. Thy 
inviting words have charmed my Pars. I have marked the ease of 
the service required and the greatness of the reward. I, for one, 
have a desire for that rest and peace, and that bright crown thou 
offerest. Enroll me in that noble band of disciples who own Jesus 
Christ as Master. 

EV ANGEL:-

Right welcome thou art into the company of disciples! I shall 
enroll thy name among my Master's followers, and there will be 
joy among the angels over thee. Here, l give unto thee this badge 
of the disciples. (Offers a cross.) Our Master bore and endured 
the cross for us, despising its shame, and he hids His disciples to 
Lake up the cross and follow Him. 

•The hymns u�ed are familiar ones and may be found in any church 
hymnal. 
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FIRST DISCIPLE:-

Whv! Didst thou not promise peace and happiness lo thy Ma!'!• 
tn's followns? I looked for pleasure and ease in Hi� �ervice, 
and hrhold. thou offne�t mr a cross, that badge of serviturle. self­
drnial. and suffPrinl!! Mu�t I give up worldly pleasures anrl cher­
ished amhition and bear that cross? 

F,VANGF,I,:-

That is the Master's way and rnmmand. Thou art saved to 
!'ervr: thou art to conquer by self-surrender. The way of the cros5 
is the way of light. Thou wilt find thy life by losing it. This is 
the path martyrs, heroes and saints have walked: it is thr onr thr 
Master trod, and leads to the Gate of Pearl. I plead with thee. take 
this cross and follow after Him in the path that leadeth unto life 
-glorious and everlasting.

FIRST DISCIPLE:-

I will make any reasonahlr sar:rifice. but I do not like that 
cros!'. Besides.-! �m going, and before me are-

EVANGEL:-

1 perceive thou art not worthy to be a follower of Jesus. Thou 
art a lovrr of thr world and srlf and not of God. Thou wouldst 
enjov the rewarrl anrl avoid th•· toil and struggle; thou seekest a 
crown but shirkest the battle. The Master has not chosen thee. 

The Fir.�l Disciple leaves. 

The Choir sings: 

Mu:-1 Jesu;: bear the cross alone, 
And all thr world go free? 

No. thert>'s a cross for everyone, 
And there's a cross for me. 
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EVANGEL:-

How truly the Lord hath said, "Straight is the gate and narrow 
is the way that entereth into Life, and few there be that find it." 
But I will call again: Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters! 

Second �ciple re,I� _ L) / C' J
SECOND DISCIPLE:LA..._....,.,.,,.r,,;, �p-

Sweet Messenger of th aster, l heard thy call and have ac-
cepted the invitation. I marked my foolish friend who refused to 
bear the cross. Count me a happy cross-bearer in the King's service. 
Whither He directs I will follow-bearing His Cross. 

EVANGEL:-
Thou speakest like a willing disciple who will bring joy to my 

Master's heart, and He will honor thee. 
(The Disciple examines the different crosses) 

What art thou doing? 

SECOND DISCIPLE: 

I am selecting a cross. 

EVANGEL:-
Tbou wert not invited to select but to bear the cross. The 

Master is the cross-giver, thou the bearer. Here is thy cross. (Gives 
a cros, which the Di1ciple takes.) Bear this cross for Him.

SECOND DISCIPLE (To Her,elf):

What a clumsy, forbidding and heavy cross she gave me! 
am willing to follow Jesus in a pleasant path: but to bear such a 
painful burden is more than my patience can stand. Why did she 
not give me a lighter one? One that would be congenial to my 
taste, and be suitable to my circumstance� and associations? I 
will change it for such an one. ( lays down the cross and searches 
for another.) 

EVANGEL:-

What art thou doing? 
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SECOND DISCIPLE: 
The cross thou gavest me is nol suitable to my ta�te and posi­

tion. It is too heavy and rough, and I am seekinit a different one. 
more congenial and light. It will be quite as good as long a� ii 
is in the form of a cross. 
EV.ANGEL:-

Thou art to bear the cross tht> Master appoints for thee. In­
finite wisdom devised it and infinite love offers it. Thou canst not 
change it to please thyself without displeasing the Lord. 

SECOND DISCIPLE: 
I will gladly bear this cross. (Holding up one.)

EVA.NGEL:-
Nay, that is not the cross appointed for thee. (Takes it from

her.) I perceive thou art not a willing, but a willful cross-bearer 
Not thy Master's, but thine own will is thy pleasure. Thy tongue 
gives ready service, but thy heart is not yielded unto Him. The 
Master hath not chosen thee, because thou hast not chosen Him. 

EVA.NGEL:-

The Second Disciple retires. 
The Choir sings: 

My Jesus, as thou wilt; 
3/ 3 0 may thy will be mine; 

Into thy hand of love 
I would my all resign. 

Through sorrow or through pain / Ve f 5 �Conduct me as thine own, 
And help me still to say. 

"My Lord. thy will be done." 

The day is passing and the night cometh when no man work• 
eth ! How fruitless has been my task! "Who hath heard my re­
port, and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?" 
Surely my mission is in vain! Air day long ve I labored and 
none- _:;,4_ Le � 
THIRD DISCIPLE rs,,;;k� ;_, she comes forward):

I offer myself a soldier of Chri!!l. I shall gladly bear the 
cross. I pray thee prove me and mark my loyalty and enthusiasm 
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in this cause! am proud of the distinction and I glory in the 
task laid upon me! 

EVA.NGEL:-

Thou seemest indeed a ready disciple. The Master loves those 
who have a willing mind. I give thee this cross to bear after Him. 
(The Disciple kisses the cross, clasps it to her bosom and bows the 
head a moment .in silent pra,·er before speaking.) 

THIRD n!SCIPlF:: 

Thou art a beautiful ornamrnt. and �o popular! 1 shall wear 
thf'f' upon my bosom. and thou shall <fppend from my neckrhain • of 
,rold and pearlit. I cannnl sre wh, anyone should objerl lo carry­
inll a cross. It il' ;10 elr.J!;ant and ornamental! I shall show my 
croit!l for the admiration of all. Look! Is it not beautiful, be­
witch in�! 

EVANGEL:-

My sister, what art thou doing? 

THIRD DISCIPLE: 

W!>rshiping the cross-1ha1 beautiful emblem of my faith! 

EV A.NGEL:-

Worshiping the cross! This is not the service the Master asked 
of thee! (Take., the crou.) Thou art to bear-not to worship 
the cross. It is not by adorning it that the cross is made beautiful. 
not by bowin� the head or bending the knee to it is it made powerful. 
Many there are who admire the cross on their church, but shun it 
from their lives. Many there are who wear it for an ornament, 
but reject it as the instrument on which they are to crucify their 
sins, their selfishness and their pride. They are the people who 
think a poetic sentiment is the godliness the Master requires. It is 
not the bejeweled, the beautiful cross that redeems the world and 
the soul from sin; but the cross of Calvary-the cross on which 
the old life dies that the new may appear. In such a cross only is 
power and it overcomes the world. 
The Th.ird Disciple leaves in humility, and the Fourtl, approaches. 

EVA.NGEL:-

Here comes a friend-possibly another seeker for service. Peace 
to thee, my sister! What is thine errand today? 
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FOURTH DISCIPLE: 0 N' 
I have come to find a place among the disciples of your Master. 

believe it to be my reasonable duty. I have given the subject 
much thought, and I now offer my service, and await your orders. 

EVANGEL:-

"Whosoever cometh shall in no wise be cast out." It is for 

such as thr:e the Master calleth. Hear His words: "Whosoever 
would be my disciple let him take up his cross and follow me." 
In accordance with His requirements I offer thee this cross, to bear 
and honor for His sake. ( Disciple takes the cross, turns asi.de and 
hi.des it in her dress.) 

What art thou doing'! 

FOURTH DISCIPLE: 

I am hiding the cross you gave me-but I will hear it-only 
do not care to have it known to the public. 

EVANGEL:-

Hiding the Master's cross! Knowest thou not He will have no 
secret disciples? He who confesseth Him before men, will He 
i::onfess before the angels and His Father. Art thou ashamed of 
His cross? He hore it for thee openly and publicly. Watch Him 
climbing Calvary's brow! See Him fastened on the accursed tree 
suffering and dying for thee! Ashamed of His doctrines! Ashamed 
of His people! Wouldst thou be a soldier and reject the flag and 
the uniform? Wouldst thou be saved and not recognize the Savior? 
f call thee not to bear the cross today (Takes it from her), but get 
,:!-,�e into thv closet and repent, for the Master rejects thee. ( Dis­
dple start.s to go.} But wait! Listen to the Master's words to such 
as th:,:self: "Whosoever, therefore, shall be ashamed of me and of 
rny WC'l"ds in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him shall the 
Sor, of Man be ashamed. when He cometh in the glory of His Father 
with the holy angels.'" 

Ir, s'iame t,'ie Fourth Disciple retires while the Choir sings: 

3/0 

/� 
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The F. th Disciple a�s. 
FIFTH DISCIPLE: �r:;..-i.....c:,,c:.o-' . 

Madam, I have marked the weakness and the un rthiness of 
those who have offered themselves to you as recruits. But I am 
sure you will be pleased with me; for I am not like them. I will 
bear any cross you give, openly and gladly, and shall win your 
approval and praise. You will be proud of me! I pray-and I 
fast-and I give alms, and I do many noble things, as my friends 
well know, and the cross will be a small addition to my tasks. Let 
me have a worthy one-that my friends can see and appreciate. 

EVANGEL:-
Thou art indeed brave and self-confident. What is thy name, 

and whence cometh thou? 

FIFTH DISC/PLE:,-

My name is Pharisee. I live in the town of Self-glory, or, 
Conceit Street, next door to General Pride--a beautiful town and 
street. 

EVANGEL:-

1 have heard of thy name ·and character. I already distrust 
thy fitness for the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. The Master 
seeks for the contrite heart and the broken spirit, for the humble 
and lowly in heart, and thou art boasting of thy grace and gifts. 

FIFTH DISCIPLE:-

Paul, the great Apostle, "boasted" about the cross he preached, 
whv not I? 

EVANGEL:-

Paul boasted in the cross; how much it had done for him and 
the world. Thou art boasting about the cross, and how much ihou 
hast done for it. With Paul he was nothing, the Master was every­
thing; but with thee, the Master is nothing and thou art everythin,g. 
Thou makesl the cross a ladder on which thou strivest to climb inw 
self-glory before men; but thou hast no reward from God. Thou 
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art bearing the cross for thine own glory. To such a5 thee He said: 
·'Many will say unto me in that day, "Lurd, Lord. have we not
prophesied in thy name, and in thy name east out devils, and in 
thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess 
unto them, I never knew you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity." 

E'JIANCEL:-

Fifth Di.�ciple leaves 
The Choir mtl{S: 

When I survev thl' wnndrou!' cross 
On which the Prin1·e of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
Save in the death of Chris�. m)· God: 

All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 

My mission is almost ended, and I am called to give an account 
to my master. "Many are called, but few are chosen." How great 
the army of pleasure-seekers and how small the host of cross-hearers. 
Once more I repeat His words: "Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 

The Sixth Disciple, rising, comes forward singing: 

� • h . - I _ am commg to t e cross;
I am poor, and weak, and blind; 

/ � I am counting all but dro�s, 
I shall full salvation find . 

.,. b , 
(The Choir joins in the refrain.) 

� 1.1:.J,IA I am trusting, Lord, in thee,
T� Blest Lamb of Calvary; 

Humbly at thy cross I bow, 
Save me, Jesus, save me now. 

)6/ 

SIXTH DISCIPLE:- IP./;, ,:,/,
.,
� 

I have come to ofter;;; service i not too late-more than 
that, to offer myself to the Master. 1 ring with me no merit, but 
a willing heart. l come "just as 1 am without one plea"; and to 
the Master I say: "Lord, what will thou have me to do?" Not 

-12-



my will but His be done. I seek a humble place at His feet. 
choose no cross, but will take the one He gives and strive to bear 
it to the honor of His dear name. 

EVANGEL:-

My sister, if thou speakest sincerely thou art the disciple whom 
the Master is seeking, and whom He will honor with a great trust. 1 
have for thee a most extraordinary service. Heavy is the cross, but 
mark-great is the reward. Take up that cross and follow him. 
( Indicates a large cross on the floor.) 

SIXTH DISCIPLE (Takes the cross):-
l understand dimly the lesson of following my blessed Lord.

I must bear the cross, not the cross I would choose, but the one 
He gives. I am not to bear the cross to be seen of men and boast 
of it; but to bear it with humility and for service. I am to nail 
upon it my selfishness and selfwill, and all for His sake. I am to 
bear it openly and lovingly. Bear it against opposition and of­
fenses, and at any cost and sacrifice. Nothing to me what others 
do-mine it is to follow Him-my Lord. (Starts to go.) But, oh, 
it is so heavy! Sometimes I feel it would crush me! So few to 
he! p; so many to hinder! Offenses everywhere! Stumbling-blocks 
and snares in all my paths! Well.--let me rest awhile. (Lars down 
the cross and sinks into a chair.) 

EVANGEL:-

Where is the nos� thnu to,,kc,t? 

SIXTH DISCIPLE: 
My sister, I have not cast it off. I have borne it loyally for a 

while. but it has galled my life. I h:wc been hurt in the house of 
my friend. Home love has opposed me, associates have wounded 
me, business life has caused me bitterness. Tired, worn and dis­
couraged, I have laid it aside for a while. 

EVANGEL:-

But my sister, did I not tell thee that thou must needs have 
offenses, and that through much tribulation thou must enter the 
Kingdom of Joy? It was to a conflict thou wert called, and not to 
idle rest. That was the path the Master trod, and thou are not 
better than He. If the Master suffered, so also must His servant 
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suffer. Canst thou not watch with Him one hour? If others 
offend thee, He did not. If others disappointed thee, His love never 
failed. Rise, my sister, the time is short, and thine hour is almost 
,·ome. Ask Him for strength and then follow after Him. 

( The Disciple arises, takes up the cross and advances to the 
/runt oj the platform. She kneels facing the audience, with a hand 
urt either end of the horizontal beam of the cross. She remains in 
an attitude of prayer during the singing o/ the following hymn. 
While the hymn is being sung, the other disciples return one by 
one, and in a spirit of humility and penitence, take the crosses pre­
viousl-r re 1ected and group themselves around the Sixth Disciple. J 

The Choir sings: 

Thou, 0 Christ, art all I want: 
More than all in thee I find; 

Raise the tallen, cheer the faint, 
Heal the sick and lead the blind. 

Just and holy is thy name, 
I am all unrighteousness; 

False and full of sin am I, 
Thou art full of truth and grace. 

Other refuge have l none; 
Hangs my helpless soul on thee; 

Leave ah! leave me not alone. 
Still support and comfort me: 

All mv trust on theP is staid. 
All ·my help from thee I bring; 

Cover m� defenseless head 
With the shadow of thy wing. 

SIXTH DISCIPLE (Arises and addresses the othersJ:-
Let us, my sisters, bear the cross after our Master. 1 t is His to 

1:ommand, ours to obev. His to lead, ours to follow. Hi� to call 
us to service and sacrifice, ours to answer, "Here am l, send me.'' 
His to say, "Follow me," ours to answer, "My Lord, and my God." 
In calling us to bear the cross He offers us glorious compensation. 
For "in the cross is salvation, in the cross is life, in the cross is 
protection against our enemies, in the cross is infusion of heavenly 
�weetness, in the cross is strength of mind, in the cross is joy uf 
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�pirit. in the nos<- the height of virtue. in the cros5 the perfection 
of ,anctity. There is no salvation of the soul. nor hope of ever­
lasting life, but in the cross.''* Let u, therefore take up the crost 
and follow after Christ. And after the cross the crown, "For he 
who is faithful unto the end shall receive the Crown of Life." 

The Six Disciples together sing: 

Jesus, I m, cross have tahn. 
All to l�ave, and follow thee: 

Destitute, despised, forsaken. 
Thou, from hence, my all shalt be; 

Perish every fond ambition, 
All I've sought, and hoped, and known: 

Yet how rich is mv condition, 
God and heaven' are still my own. 

•THOMAS A 'KEMPIS. 
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