ANNUAL REPORT TO UNITED EVANGELICAL CONGREGATION
FOR YEAR 1969

By the 'grace of God' we meet here this evening. So often we
blicfily pass over this phrase with 1little thought. But the 'grace
of God' is important. We are here this night by Hils greace, because
in Hie love He gave us the power to come. This church is here by
His grace, for it wes because of His blessings it wes founded 97 yrs
ego and has prospered through the yeers. Thus, 1t is in praise of His
Holy guidance that wehold this meeting of bueiness, even ags we come
together to worship in His love. And it 1s in edoration of our won-
derful God through Christ our Lord thet we would now review the past
year and look into the future.

In a2 time when on & netional level the average of attendance at
both Ghurch Services and Church School is dropping fast, we can re-
port thet we have been holding our own in both the morning services
as well as in the educational sessions. And, 1t takes even a great
deal of effort in these days, wlth so many pressures upon folk, to
even meintain the same level. Our average Sunday ettendances for
the year, save thesummer monthe, stands at 388, compared to 390 for
last year, or a flgure of 55% of our membership, far ebove the nation-
a1 level of about 33%. The average for all the Sundays of the year
is at 368, or 52%. The average for the Church School for &ll Sundays
is 47% of total ettending membership, not including the Cresdle Roll.

Other statistics:

40 baptisms

55 weddings

47 funerals, including

14 members deceased

10 transferred out, or erased

25 adulte received 1into membership

20 Junior Confirmends

Membership et beginning of 1970, 705, an lincrease of one persone.

When we seek to review the yeear, we note there were not too many
outstanding events. It wes & good year, however, with the spirit of
cooperation and togethernees 1n the congregation growing perceptlblys
Worthy of speclal mentlion 1s the continuetion and increase in advance
plenning and consideration of the church's program and policy as well
as purpose on the part of two Task Froces, which got their inception
st a very fin& Léity Sunday, of which Dr. Welsser will give a fuller
report. This new zest in the congregatlion originelly got its begin-
ning at the Retreat in Oct. of 1968.

The year 1969 was what it was because of the splendid team work on
meny fronts in the 1life of the church, end for these evidences of love
Jff/ and devotion I want to express appreclation. First, to the staff here -
_47 to Dr. Weisser, for & wholehearted asslstance in every phase of the
§¢§ Mork; to our ch4éf secretary, Mre. Feder and her many assistants, for
= ¥ undaunted loyalty end willingness to achleve the multitudinous tesks
¥ swhich are a pert of the business side of the church; to Mr. Schneder
,ff?* e choirs for loyel end fine service; to the members of the Church
o 2 ouncil who served so faithfully on the Council end in Committed work,
%J C ¥ with 2 special thanks to those who lemve the Council - Wm. Berk, Jr.,
\Lmyf* louis Smith, John Lenning, Robert logue,Sr.; to the officers and per-
3 sonnel of our organizations for loving service to the thurch, and
not least, to our caretaking steff for giving us one of the ¢leanest
and most orderly churches to be found enywhere.

And now I come to thet final section of my revort, one in which I
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Point up a number of very specific 1ltems for discussion and decision
this evening.

1) I recommend that as of this year 1970 we eliminete the Presenta-
tion Service of the Confirmends in the morning Sunday service, and
place their formal examination rather on the Thursday before that Sun-
day, at the regular hour, with the parents and femlly members invited,
and also the membersof the officisl Board, who will then hear thelr
testimony. I meke this recommendation because more and more this 1s
pecoming the practise in the mejority of churches, and secondly because
it seemingly is not appreclated by the majority of the church member-
ehip in thet there 1s a seme-ness about 1t and meny do not attend on
this occesion, feeling this is not the worshipful experience it ought
to be. s

2) I recommend thet a2s of the year 1970, es of Sepntember, we increase
the time for Confirmestion to two yeers, the first of these years being
scheduled on Sundey morning during the Church School sesslon, in which
the 12 yr. olds would be enrolled in & especial class, under & speclal
tescher, not the pastor, snd would have specific assignments and work
in the backsround of the Blble and 1ts content during the year, then
meeting with the Psstor the second year, when they are 13, for the reg-
ular Confirmetion sessions, which would then be more wholly devoted to
the tenets of the faith and the whole metter of churchmenship. (This
year, however, to get the practlse begun, we would organize two classes,
the one for the 12 yrs olde, to begin meeting on Sundays, and & second
of the 13 yr olds, to meet with the pastor on Thursday nights, thls
being the lest of the one yeer clesses, )thise group to be confirmed on
531? Sunday, 1971

%) By the action of the Council, the Junioér Council was opened to
girls. It is now my proposel that the participation of the Junlor
Council be enlerged tc include direct perticipation in the morning ser-
vices on the part of youth, both young men and young womene. These who
desire will be formed into a Corp of service asslstants and would be
thoroughly trained before perticipation end would assume such responsi-
bilities as Scripture reading, the leadershlip of the Apostles' Creed,
the Service of the Offering, etc. Through such participation I feel
we can increase the concern of youth in the church and perchance even
bring more youth into the service of worship.

4) Much of the concern with the Christian Church todey 1s with the
youth, to solve the problem of having more youth perticipate in the
worship services of the church, in the l1ife of the church. One method
being used in meny churches is to have youth vitally concerned with
a number of the worship services of the church through the yeer, pre-
senting their own liturgies, thelr own music by ynusual accompaniement,
their own messages, even their own interpretation of the Sacrament. I
desire the congregation to discuss thie this evening, for I want dir-
ection from you a8 to the philosophy of our 1life in the coming months.
Meny feel that only the usual type, stald form of worship $hould be
our mode, end are very ciitical whenever this 1s depesrted from. Thus
we hesitate to do anything other then this. Is 1t now time to ehdarge
our vision sbout these metters? Your pestor desires your help.

5) One of the understandings the congregation ought to firm up is
the use of the property for community functions. We have wonderful
property here, which ¥irtually lies unused most of the week, a gym, &
large number of rooms in the Church School bldg. More and mope there
will be calls upon us to put it to ys@.But to do so maylbring about the
evidence of usage - some breakage which cannot Dbe evolded, scratchlng up
of floors which mey cause more ceretaking service, increased use of
electricity and oil, &ll this resulting in some increase in budgetting
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items. It 1s the ovinion of & certein portion of our congregation
thet our propertyoshould be used, under strict supervision and with-
in certain rules, though there may be some extenuatlng facts which
willlincrease our cost somewhat. Then there 4s the other polint of
view which holdse thet we have our property in good shepe, and 1its use
ghould alweys be such that there 1s caused no extra work for our care-
tekers, endtthét the possibility of breakasge, hard use, wear and tear
be eliminated es much as possible. We need to know that if we are to
serve the youth,ofhéchildren of the community, even the adultes of the
community - there will be times we cannot avold effects upon our prop-
erty. Your Council should be given directlon as to how thelir decislion
should be governed, and it cen best be donethrough open discuesion.

) T should like to suggest thet the congregation take actlion to
change that by-law which stetes that our ennual meetings mustlbebheld
on theld#stdiFriddy of November and of Jenaary. The times of today
meke the insistance that the affairs of the church and the declislons of
the congregation be brought to pase and engaged in by a larger number
then we are zble to muster in either of these nlghts. Most congrega-
tione are now using Sundays for such meetings - elither comblnihg such
a meeting with the morning worship service, where the _ttendance would
be sbout ten times what we secure on such an evenlng, cuttling the
service short and going directly into a meeting, or, having a meal et
the church on a Sunday and then having the meeting directly after the
meal(one of our churches, much smeller than we, is heving such a plan
either this Sunday or lest, and when I heerd had over 150 reservations
for the meal) The by-law does not need to be specific zs to time of
meeting, merely steting that two meetings be held, &t the dlscretion of
the Council, one the later part of lNov. and the other the leatter pzsrt
of Jan.

7) I should like to recommend thet the Good Fridasy evening service
be eliminzted from our schedule. Time was, when becauce of large com-
munions, this service was necessary, but of late years 1t has been a
declining service in numbers, and, further, sufficient communion servi-
ces aretprovidedngocthetrelldmdy=find-time to commune - elther on
Thursday evening, Fridasy morning, or st elther Easter service. By
Good Fridey evening, with the gervice in the morning, the three-hour
gservice and the other services of Holy Week, the staff and cholr mem-
bers are eompiétedydundone, and this becomes an anticlimstlic service.
Theologically, a Good Friday evening service 1s out of placé also, for
lent ends with 3 p.m on Good Friday afternoon, with the death of Jesus.
The bilgrservice of Communion ought to be on Maundy Thursday, the very
night of Jesus' Institution cf this sacrament.

Resgpectfully submitted,

“12;u£7Ci\ fzizngQL

Jan. 30, 1970
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