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My presence herftonigngﬁs th= result of a desire on the part of
United Evangelical Church and Pastor Rasche to expand and amplify
the ministry of tnls congregation. A year hes now passed since we
came to Baltimore. It has been an enjoyable time, and I trust theat
it hes slso been fruitful in the directlon that was intended.

Tn the brosdest sense, I, like &ll of the rest of you, ghould
be fulfilliing & mightry es & Christisn in a&ll of my relationships.
And 1t 1s true thaf, while I do cerry out specific duties that have
been outlined by the terms of our sgreement, I am 2lso trying to
minister to the congregation and in toe community in a broeder
cense than in those specific duties alone.

A major part of the time devoted to the Church has been gilven
to home visitation. Approximately 450 nemegs were given to me by
the Membership Committee of the Church Council and Pastor Rasche,
as persons who should be called upon. A large percentage (about
four-fiftns) of these have now been visited. This included & high
percentege of persons who st111 think of themselves as related to
this Church, but have manifested few signs of activity 1in recent
years. The Intent of such calls is to let these people know that
tne congregation and Pastor Rasche and myself are interested in
their total welfsre ss persons, to remind them of obligations theat
Church membership involves, to encourage tham to begin anew 1n the
fullest pertcipstion which their gituation permits. We do went them
especially to know that the Church and tne Pastors care about them.
We also, in many cases derive veluasble information esbout a famlly,
its situation end its needs. When it 1is epparent that persons are
no longer interested 1in our particular congregatlon or when prac=
ticel considerations indicate it, I sometlmes advise people to be-
come active participsnts elesewhere. I heve also called on sever-
el prospective members, some new members end newly-wed couples.

Be it noted that & few calde have been mzde on active members be-
caucse I happened to be in trelr neighborhood, and not because of
any delinguency status. This hes its own value, of course. Reports
on em calls have been made to the Membership Committee and Pastor
Rasche. Various actions have been taken with reference to people's
stetus. I believe that we can honestly say that several people
have been brought into more sctlve relationship sgain, in Church
attendance, at lesst. I also belleve that considereble good-will
has been generated by the visits. In practically every lnstance I
have been received in a most cordlal manners This 1s a compliment
to the Church.

It will perheps be understood that, 1n order to make a visit 1in-
telligently, considerable packground information 1s needed about
the femily, or the individual. Thle is gearched out by me in the
gplendid Church files that we have, recorded on calling sheets,
and referred to a2t the proper time. This, added to consideranle
mep-scanning, 1s & time-consuming task, but 1s epsolutely necessary
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and valuable.

There hagebeen time and thought expended in conjunctlion with
Pastor Rasche toward the bullding of e more éifectlve adult pro-
grem in the Church and this will receive more stress in 1969.

The Retreat at New Windsor and its follow-up were moves in thle
direction. I have had the plezsure of participating in the conduct-
ing of the Church services from time to timej*“have assumed the
pastoral respons 11ities in their entirety during Pastor Raschefs
vecation. I have also had the privilege of sittlng in the pew. -
There has been perticipation in community life, mainly through the
Canton Christian Council.

I wish &t this time to express speclal appreclation to the other
members of the Churcn staff for their help and friendshlp, to the
Church Council and all others who have been co-laborers and coun-
gsellorse Mrs. Welsser and I are deeply grateful for the warm man-
ner in which we have been recelived by the members, as well as by
Pestor and Mrs. Rasche. We look forward to the continulng assocla-
tions es we go forward in the Lordts work. May his grace and
mercy attend us. -
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