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PREAMBLE

For the maintenance of truth and order in the proclamation
of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in order to express
more fully the oneness in Christ, we, the Congregation, have
adopted this Constitution.

ARTICILE I . Hame

The name of this Jhurch is United Evangelicadl Church, located
in Baltimore, Maryland, and is incorporated in accordance with the
laws of the State of Maryland under the following corporats name:
The United Zvangelicel Church. This Church is affiliated with the
United Church of Christ.

ARTICLE IT - LEMBERSHIP

Section 1 - Conditions of liembership
Any person may become a member of this Congregstion who:
A~ Is bantized in the name of the triuns God:; and
B- Professes his belief in the Apostles’ Creed, and cccants
the interpretation of the Holy Scriptures as give in the
symbolic books of the United Church of Christ; and
C- Agrees to pledge himself to this Constitution and By-Laws.
Section 2 - Application for liembership 7
Application for membership mumst be made to the Church Council,
or to the Pastor.
Section 3 -~ llethods of :idmission
Membership in the United Zvangelical Church may be obtained by;
A~ Persons who nave bvesn received into its Communion bty
Confirmation efter having hbeen duly instructed in the
doctrine of the United Church of Christ; or
B- Public confession of faith bLased on the Apostles' Creed
before the assembled Congregation, except in such cases
where the Church Council deems it justifigble that this
confassion be made before the Pastor privately; or
C- A letter of transfer issued by a recognized Protestant
Church of hich the applicat is a member in good stand-
ing; or
D- A re-statement of faith made before the assembled Congre-
gation, or, in private at thé discrotion of the Church
Council
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Section 4 -~ Reception of Members

Applicants who have been approved by theChurech Council
«nd Pastor shall be received into mambership at a regular Church
service, according to the ritual of the United Church of Christ
except in such cases as the Church Council or Pastor dzem it
advisible to permit private reception.
Seetion & - Discipline

Members guilty of misconduct which brings reproach upon the
Church shall be disciplined in accordance with the rules hereinafter
get forth in the By-Laus.
Section 6 ~ Transfer of Membership

A member who desires to sever his relations with this Jhurch
shall make personal application in writing to the Church Council

for z latter of transfer, which will b: granted if, the

member is 1in good standing.

ARTICLE IIT - ADMINISTRANTION

Section 1 ~ Church Council
The governing body of the Church shkall be 4 Church Council,
which shall consist of Twelve members, six of whom shall be electsd
ammually to serve for & period of two years. DNo Council member
shall serve more than three consecutive terms but shall be eligible
for re-lection after a lapse of one year. The Church Council shall
A- Have jurisdiction and oversight of the Congragation, and
all of its organizations; and
B~ Ba responsibla for ths czre cnd control of the property
of the Congragation, whother real or personal, as a sacrced
trust in accordance with ths provisions of the articles of
Incorporation, and of this Constitution and the By-Laws of
the United Zvangelical Church.
Section 2 - Junior Church Council
Thera shall be a Junior Church Council of tfhis Congzragation,
whose membars shall be appointed by the Church Council.

ARTICIE IV - PASTOR

The Spiritual Lecdership of this Churck shall rost in tha hands
of an Ordained Minister duly sanctioned by the United Church of
Christ.

Saction 1 - Salection
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After careful investigation, the Church Council shall recom-
mend to the Congregation for its consideration, the name of a
minister whom it believes is fully cuslified to assume the duties
of the pastorate of the United ZEvangelical Church.
Section 2 - Election

No Minister shall be considered for election as pastor of this
Church until he has presented & guest sermon to the Congragation.
Section 3 - Severance of Relations

To sever the existing relationship between Pastor and Congre-
gation a three month notice in writing shall be required by either
party unless earlier separaticn shall be amenable to both parties.

ARTICLE V - ORGANIZATIONS

All Church organizations are under the jurisdiction of the
Church Council, and they shall report to the Congregation as the
Church Council deems necessary.

ARTICLE VI - AMENDMENDS TO THZ CONSTITUTION

section 1- Amendments

Amendments to this Constitution shall be submitted to the
President of the Church Council in writing, signed by three voting
members of the Clongregation for consideration by the Church Council.
If, in the opinion of a majority of the Church Council, the pro-
posed amendment or amendmentswarrant the consideration of the
Congregation, said amendment or amendments shall be introduced at
the next Congregational meeting. Action on the proposed amendment
or amendments shall be taken at the subsequent regular or special
Congregational meeting. All members shall be notified by mail of
the proposed amendment prior to said meeting.
Section 2 - Approval

A two-thirds affirmative vote of the members present at the
said Congregational meeting is necessary to adopt any amendment to
this Constitution.
Section 3 - Other Constitutions

By adoption »f this Constitution all former Constitutions

and Amendments are declared repealed.
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BY-LA'TS

The following shall be the By-Laws of the United Ivangelical
Church, and esre intended to implement the provisions of the Consti-
tution of this Congregation so as to enable the governing body of
said Church to more effectively perforn its dutias.

ARTICID I - ASSOCIATION

Section 1 - Contributions to the United Church of Christ

This Congregation shall contribute regularly toward the sup-
port of all phases of the United Church of Christ.
Section 2 - Synodical Meetings

Delegates and alternates from this Congregation shall attend
the annual meeting of the Synodical Confarence with which this
church is arffiliated. ©Said delegates and alternates shall be
selected prior to said anmucl meeting.
Section 3 - IZxpenses

Traveling expenses and rezistration feses of both the Pastor (or
Pastors), and delezates shall be defrayed by the Congregation.

ARTICLE TI - MEMBARSHIP

It shall be the duty of every member to take an uctive pars
in all functions of the Church to the glorification of God and
the uplifting of mankind. Such duties shall includs:

A- Regular attendancs at divine irorship; and

B~ Devout use of the Hely Seripture; and

C~ Fervent prayer for the welfare of the Church; and

Regular financial contributions toirard the maintsnance

-,

and benevolent undertakings of this Church; and

B~ Hearty moral support of all Church Activities; and

F~ Obedience to Church sstablished lav's and orders; and

G- Untiring z2al in bringing the unchurcﬁ%& under divine
influence: and

H- The spirit of Christian fellowship toward all Church
members; and

I. Membership in all Church organizations, wherever possibla;
and

J- Careful attention to the religious training cf the young

paople of the Church; and

K- Regular partaeking of Holy Communion.

Section 1 - Voting Privilezes

A~ WMembers of gocd and regular standing tho have attainad the
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aga of eighteen years shall be qualified veters at any
congregational meeting of this Churakh.
B~ Amember who has failed to fulfill the responsibilities
of Church membership for the preceding year without satis-
factory explanation shall not he priviliged to vots or hold
office.
Section 2 - Dismissal
All members guilty of unchristian conduct which Lrinzgs resroach
upon the Church shall be referred to the Church Council for such
action as it shall feel necessary. ouch meriber shall have the rizht
of appeal at the next Scngregational ileeting.
Section %~ Deletion
Any member who fails to fulfill the responsibilities o9f Church
membership for a period of one year shall bs netified that he 1is
clasgified as an inactive membsr. If the same situation »revails
after the second year such inactive member shall again be notified
as to his status and unless remediasl action is taken by said member,
his name shall be deleted from the membership rolis,
Section 4 - Transfers
All transfers shall be governsd by Article II, Section &6, as
outlined in the Constitution. ?
Section 5 - Reinstatement |
Any member who has besen dismissed, deleted or transferred
shall he received as new member after favoralle action shall heave
been taken by the Chureh Council upon the written application
of the person

ARTICLE II1 - ADMINISTRATION

Section 1 ~ Chureh Council

A- Cnly such membercs are eligible for =2lection as have attained
the age of twenty-four and have been members in good standing
for one year or more.

B- (1) At the September meeting of the Church Council the
President of the Council shgll sppoint a nominatiny come
mittee of three members from said body to secure candidates
to run for election to the Church Council,

(2) Thay shall interview the Candidates, obtain their
consent to serve and report their nominses to the Church

Council
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(3) Names of the nominzes shall be placed on a ballot

alphabetically and additional nominations,not to excaad
three, from the floor may be made by the Concregation nrior
to the clection.

(4) The six candidates obtaining the most votes ars alscted.
(5) Tha newly 2lacted members of the Church Council shall

be installed into offics in accordanca '"ith the prevailing
custom by the Pastor on the Sunday following their elaection.
(6) The presidzsnt of the Church Council, after a majority
vote, ghall dcclarc the offico of any member vacant who is
absent from threc (3) consscutive meetings without a roa-
sonablzs or accesntablzs cxcusa.

(7) The president of the Church Council shall ithin %two (2)
months Iill any vacancy that occurs in its msmbarship for
tha unexpirad portion of the torm.

C- The officers of the Church Council shall consist of the
President, Viee-President, Racording Sacrotary, Financizl
Seeratary and Treasuraer, who shall be olceted by the Chureh
Council prior to the conclusion of tha Diucember mocting to
assume thaor dutiocs January lst of the sucezadinz yoar.

ARTICIS IV - MERTINGS WD DUTIES OF THE COUNCIL

Saction 1 - Ragular Mectings
Thz2 Church Council shall mccé rogularly on tha first Tuasday of
gach month but may, in 2xccptional casas, chango thoe datc of any
particular meoting.
Sccetion 2 -~ Spocial Mootings
A~ The Church Council may bo callad into spacial maztings by
its presidont at any time: and
B- In ths &bssnce of th: Prosidont, the Viece-Prasidont shall
have the authority to call said spocial meotings: and
C- In the gbsonce of tho Prasident and Vico-Presidont said
spacial macting may bo called by a quorum of th: Church
Council, and »srosided ovar by ths Troasurcr.
Seetion 3 -~ Quorum
Soven duly 21lzctod mombors shall econstituts a cuorum for the
rigular transaction of busincss. M:stings shall be prosided ovor
by the Prosident, or, in his abscnce, by the Vieo-Prosidont, or, in
their abscnece, by thoe Treasuror, Financiecl Sceratary, or Recording

szeretary in that ordor.
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President - It shall be the duty of the Precident 5o nracide
at 211 meetings of the Church Council and the Congrezatioil.
He shall Ue ex officio member of all committsss. All Con-
mittees shall be appointed by the Precsident.
Vice-President - In the absencs of the President, it shall
be the duty of the Vice-President to ™ncrform th: duties of
the Prosident. He shall be a moember of the committee on
progerty.
Recordinz Secretary - Tha Recording Secretary shall keep
accurate mirmites of the proceedings of the Conzregational
and Churech Council meetings. He shall incorporate into the
minutes of the Church Council reports of all committeecs.
He shall Xkeep a record cf all documsents placed in the safe
deposit box. He shall, upon the expiration of hie term of
office, deliver to his successor all recoras, japers and all
other »Hronerties belonging to the Congregation which may be
in his custody. He shall receive for his services the sum
of Thirty-five (#$35.00) Gollars per ammum, payable quarterly.
Finsncial Secretary - The Financial Secretary shall keep
accurate records of all Church monies received; render &
complete monthly statemenc of the receipts and disbursements
of the Church cnd zll special funds at the regular meatings,
The Financial Secretary chall be a member of the rFinance
Committee. He ghall, upon the exniration of his term of
ofFice deliver to his succassor all monies, napers and othar
Church nroperties belonzinz to the Conzrazation which he may
have in his Cuztody. He shall receive Ffor his services the
sum of Thirty-five dollars ($35.00) par znnum, nayable
guerterly.
Treasurer - The Treasurer shall receive o1l Church monies
issue receipts to the nroper party, and keep a accurate
account therof. 411 monies received Dby him shall be despos-~
ited promptly in the duly authorized depository as specificd
by the Church Council. He shall turn over to his successor
all funds, books, accounts, papers, and other property of
the Congragation in his custedy at the oxpiration of his torm
of office. Ha shall raceive for his services the sum of

twenty-five dollars ($25.00) paer annum, payaeble gquartorly.
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- 411 officsrs with the oxception of the Recording sse
ghall be bonded by a corporate bond in the amount cf
v¥2,000.00 tha premium for which shall be paid out of Church
funds.

veetion 5 - Duties of the Church Council

The Jhurch Council Shall:
A- Promote the spirituzl lifs and welfare of th: Church membars,
B- Zxercisc du> care that the Word of God be preachad in
accordance with the doctrine of the United Church of Christ.
C- Sat a good examnlc of Christian livimg by regular attendancs
at the divine services snd at Holy Communione.
D~ Secure =nd preserve quiet and ordier in and about the
Church during divine services.

i~ Rapresent the Congregation in all business and legal trans-
actiong; have supervision over gll Church property; have
charge of and preserve all documents of the Congrezation in
a safe deposit box.

P~ Have the right to make and pay bills for oblizations in
connection with Church work

G- Have the power to borrow funds not exceeding Twenty-~five
hundred dollars (2,500.00) and exscuts the necessary papers
under the seal cf the Church,

H- For improvements to Church property it shall be limited to
the expenditure of the sum of One thouscnd dollars (§1,000,20
for eny single itemn.

I- ZIngege ~nd exercise control over all employses and deter-
mine their salaries.

J~ Support the United Church of Christ to the beet of the
congregotion's fineneinl ability.

Section 5 - Junior Church Council

The Junior Church Council is instituted for the purpose of
training and daveloping young neopla for future service as members
of the Church Council ¢nd for giving the younger eslement «degucte
representation in the zoverning body of the longregation. In

order thnt members of the Junior Church Jouncil may Lacome acquaint-

ed with the spiritunl and business affairs of the Congresgation

the Junior Church Council sh:=1ll be invitec to the meetinge of the

Church Council with voice in the deliber~tions, but no vote, ex-

cept when granted by the Church Council. Junior Church Council
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members sholl be chosen for committses for which they are portic-
ularly fitted by zze, associntion and experience.

AanTICLE 7 - PASTOR

Section 1 - Duties of the Postor

1t shall be the duty of the pastor to set «n 300d axemple to
his Congregation and be responsible for all Church services; to
direct the work of religious education: cdminister the Holy Sac-
raments; visit the sick; comfort the distressed: -nd to nerform
2ll such other dutises 2s are required of = Pastor. He shnll Xeen
ceeurate records of ~ll services performed o«ndé present an annunl
report to the Congregntion.
Section 2 - Selection of a Pastor

A- In case of g vacancy in the Pastorats of the United ISvan-
gelical Church, the Church Council shall notify the Pregi-
dent of the Synod or Conference and recsive from him the
names of candidates.

B~ Apulpit Committee shall be appointed to select a candidate
for the Pastorate of this Church., The committee shall,
after receiving names of candidates from the Synod or Jon-
ference President and those recommended by members of the
Congregation, contact all candidates to ascertsin the names
of those interested in the position of Pastor. Upon receiv-
ing a tentative choice the committee shall visit the minister
in his home field of labor wherever practical, interview
him, hear him preach, ascertain his qualifications from
paersonal observation and information that may te secured from
reliable sources. The committee shall decide on the minister
who in its judgement is best ¢ualified to fill the vacancy
and recommend his election to the Church Council. The
Church Council shull invite him to deliver a guest ssrmon
and meet with the Congregation informally afterwards.
svery membsr of the Uongregation shall be invited by mail
to meet the visiting minister.

Section 3 -~ Blection of a Pastor

A- Zlection of the Pastor shall take place at a spscial
meeting call within two weeks after the prospective Pastor
has visited the Congregation. 4 majority vote of the

members present shall be necessazry for elaction. Voting
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shall b3 by ballot. Zvery member shall be notifiad ty mail
of the time, place and purpose of this meeting., This spacial
maeting shall be annocunced from the pulpit at least ona
Sunday prior to the meeting.

B- A writtan Call stating salary and other sustaining benefits,
signed by the President and Secretary of the Church Council,
shall be sent to the Pastor-Elect.

C~ The Pastor-elect shall assume his duties within three months
after his acceptance of the Call.

oegction 4 - Rizhts of the Pastor

The Pastor is ex-officic member of the Church Council, all
comiittees and all organizations within the Church, As long as he
is Pastor no other minister shall narform any relizeous ceremonies
in connection with the worlk of the Church, including wedings,
funerals, and beptisms without first obtaininz his nermission,
Section 5 - Severance of Relations of Pastor and Congregation

Upon the termination of his services as Pastor, he must turn
over to the Church all books, papers, seals =nd other nroperty of
the Church in his custody.

ARTICIE VI - CONGREGATIONALS MEETINGS

Sgction 1 - Regular Meetings
The anmual meeting of the Congrezation shall be held the last
Fridey in Jamuary, at which time 2ll organizations of the Church
ehall prasent & written report of their aimes and accomplishments,
Section 2 - Election Meeting
A- This meeting shall be held the last Friday of November at
ivhich time members of the Church Council shall e 2lzected.
B~ At this meating the budget for the coming year shall be
presented for consideration by the Congregstion and such
other business that may come before the congregation.
Saection 3 - Special Meetings
A- The President of the Church Council shall call 3 spacial
maating upon the demand of two-thirds of the members of
the said Council or of twenty-five voting members, of tho
congregation, in good standing. The latter demsnd must beo
made in writing stating the reasons therzof.
B- Notice of such special macting and its purrose shall be
given from the pulpit on two consecutivec Sundays. In cass

of omaergency where a mecting is deemed necessary on shorter
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notice, notification from tha pulphit omitted.

Seetion 4 -~ Quorum
Twenty five membors in good standing shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE VII - COMMITTZES

The following committses shall be appointcd by the President

of the Church Council prior to tha January Church Council maeting:

A~ Property Committes - This committac shell consist of four
(4) mombers, one of whom shall bo the Vico-Presidont of theo
Church Council. This Committec shall maintain all Church
property and make and present plans for any property
improvements.

B- PFinance Committsc - This Committzc shall consist of four
(4) mombors among whom shall be the Preasurer and financial
Sacretary. It shall be responsible for thoe finances of the
Church; the propar counting of the moniss; the banking of
the same; the proper paying of the bills and planning tho
budget for the censuing year. This budget is %o be presanted
to the Church Council at its November meating for consid-
eration.

C- Membership Committse - This committee shall consist of a
chairman and four members. Its duties shall be to prepare
and conduct visitations of the Church.

D~ Altar Committee - This committee shall consist of a chairman
and one other member. Its duties shsll Te to place flowers
in the Chencel, have the responsibility for Altar changes and
the everlasting lizht. It shall also have care of the Com-
munion and Altar ware, and in asddition decorationof the
gancutary at s»neciel occassions.

3~ Church Fellowship Committee - This committee shall consist
of the Chairman and three (3) members. It is responsible
for the planning of all-year fellowshiy progrems of the
Congregation, and to place into the Church caelendar Church-
wide events of fellowship which shall be a benefit to the
congregation

I~ Christien Education Sommittee - This committes shell consist
of a chairman and representatives of all Church organizations.
It shall study, with representatives of zll zroups of the
Church, the entire education program of the Church and ssek

to undergird the thrust of Christiasn education in the total
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life of the Church; to help organizations to enrich the

year's activities thru proper program planning.

Calendar Committee- This committee shall include the re-
cording secretary of the Church Council, and in addition
such other persomnel of the Church who may be qualified.
This committee shall receive raquests for the use of the
Church »roperty for special occassions and make recommend-
ations to the Church Council for their approval. It shall
use its influence toc prevent an excessive number or z maseing
of socisl functions. All organizations of the Church
planning snwecial functions should consult this committee
before fix the date. It may suggest to organizations

suitable times for particular entertainments.

H- Ushering Committee - This committea shell consist of o

head usher and assistant usher whos2 duties shall be tco
provid sufficient members to welcome the Congregation and
all visitors at the Church Services, conduct them to their
seats, and to assure their physical comfort; receive the
offering at the Church services and turn it over to the
Pinancial Secretary or Treasurer for the proper hendling of
same., It shall assist at +the celebration of the Lord's
Supper.
Masic Committee - This committes shall consist of three
members; one from the Church Council, the orgenist and the
Pastor. It shzll be responsible for the organization and
and maintanence of choir of an adecuat size. It shall, to
the best of its ability, promote the use of good music in
11 religious services, and use all means in its power %o
develop in the Congregation an growing understonding and
oppreciation of truly good music in divine service.
Auditing Committee - This committee shall consist of a
Chairman ond two members. It shall cudit the books of the
Church and sholl submit = report in writing. In fthis report
it may express its opinion as to ths finoneiol condition of
the Church a2nd shall be entitled to make sugzestions that
it may deem advisable to improve the mathod of handling funds
or the gensral finoncial condition of the Church
Spiritual Committse - This committee shall consist of a

Chairman and five othor memboers. Ite dutiss shall be:
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(1) To have concern for the study of the membership of

the Church:; and

(2) To work hand in hand with the Pastor on Charity; and

(3) To assist the membership committse in cases requested
by the Pastor; and

(4) To serve the Church in ministerial functions and to be
responsible for all Communion services.

All committees shall come under the Jurisdiction of the
Church Council.,

ARTICLE VIIT . AMENDMENTS 70 THE BY-LATS

Proposed amendments %o thase By-Laws shall be submitied to the
President of the Church Council in writing signed by three voting
members of the Congregzation for consideration by the said Council.
A two-thirde affirmative vote of the members of the Church Counecil
shall be recuired for adoption.

By adoption of thess By-Lawe all former amendments and By-Laws
are hereby repealed.

This Constitution and By-Laws which have been revised and
adopted this day of are consecrated and dadicated to
the Glory of God.

Chairman William 3. Claridge
William Bark Jr.
Paul Bauersfeld
J. Albert Fader Sr.

arnest 7., Jones

Z. Louis Imeller
William Single III

OXDER OF BUSINGZSS

1- Opening of meeting with prayer.

2- Reading of minutes of previous meeting.

3- neport of receipts and axpenditures.

4~ Report of committees and recomendations of the Church
Couneil

5~ Consideration of commnications.

6- Unfinished business.

7~ New Business.

8- Ad journment and prayer.




