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AlIINUAL ASSOCIATION MEETING
MAY 7 AT GRACE CHURCH

The annual spring meeting of the Chesapeake
Association will be held Sunday, May 7, from
23130 to 6 p.m. at Grace United Church of Christ,
0L S. Charles Street.

The meeting will not include supper, so that
reservations will not be necessary, but each con-
gregation has been urged to send a full comple-
ment of delegates for what is expected to be an
unusually important session.

Among items to be discussed will be a report
from the Central Atlantic Conference committee on
structures wiich includes the possibility of form-
ing M"eclusters" of congregations within the Chesa=-
peake Asgsociation.

Also up for discussion will be recommenda-
tions by the association committee on structures
suggesting (a) that the association meet bi-monthly
instead of annually, and (b) that the association
council be eliminated and its functions taken over
by the elected officers of the association.

The meeting will also include a report by a
special committee which has been investigating
the feasability of the association establishing
a facility Yor care of the aged.
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ASSOCIATION NOTES

The association nominations committee,
at the request of the Central Atlantic Con-
ference, has nominated Mrs. Carolyn Gerhold
of Zion Church (Golden Ring Road) to fill out
the unexpired term of Mrs. Ann Emery of Heri-
tage Church on the conference board of direc-
tors.

The Rev. John Hollis, a black Presbyter-
ian minister from Portsmouth, Va., has ac-
cepted a call from Huber Memorial Church to
serve as co-pastor of the congregation. The
L9-year-old pastor is expected to assume his
new position in April or May.

Messiah Church has scheduled an all-day
"goal-setting™ event Sunday, April 9, designed
to help the congregation clarify the focus and
purpose of their church. The Rev.,Michael Linn
Eldridge of Bethel Church is serving as con-
sultant, assisting in organising and planning
the event.

D. Jean Kelbaugh, chairman of the asso-
cigtion Christian education committee, has
reported that no decision has been made yet
on the annual summer camp scholarship program
which, in its first four summers, sent hun-
dreds of inner-city boys and girls to church
camps. Final word on the future of the pro-
gram should be forthcoming, she said, by the
time of the spring association meeting.

The Rev. Eugene Bartell, formerly pastor
of First United Church on Eastern Avenue, is
scheduled to complete work on his master's de~
gree in social work (M.S.W.) in May. He hopes
thereafter to work in the area of population
control with an organisation such as planned
parenthood.

& * * * *
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COOPERATION IN ACTION

With the association's annual meeting on
May 7 scheduled to receive a report from the con-
ference structures committee recommending "clus-
tering" for some Chesapeake Association congre-
gations, it is interesting to note examples of
such cooperation already underway.

St.John's Church and Immanuel Church in
Catonsville have completed their second year of
joint Wednesday evening Lenten services, held
alternately at each church. Last November they
also held a joint Thanksgiving morning service,
and since September they have been holding joint
leadership training sessions twice a month, aimed
primarily at church school staff but open to all
who are or aspire to be church leaders of any kind.

On the other side of town, Faith and St.
Mark's, Protestant Community, and Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church have been making tentative moves
toward "clustering™ by planning cooperative youth
activities, holding partially joint Lenten services
and organising an upcoming teacher training pro-
Er'anm.

The youth groups of Messiah Church and First
and St.Stephent's Church are jointly sponsoring an
Easter Sunrise Service April 2 at 6 a.m. on the
south lawn of Messiah Church, 5615 The Alameda.
(The service, which will include communion, will
be he%d in the sanctuary in the event of bad wea-
ther,

There are probably other cases of congrega-
tional cooperation within the association which
can be shared through this newsletter. The éditor
would appreciate being informed of any and all
such cases, It is his personal belief that, more
often than not, it is true that "united we stand,
divided we fasll.™ And even if we are able to stand
alone, we stand a little taller when we stand to-
gether.
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EDITOR'S NOTE

At last Vol.2--No.2 of "Soundings" has
made it into print. As editor, I would first
like to acknowledge the fine effort of the Rev.
Harry Carolus in getting out Vol.2--No.l back
on January 1. No.l was very well received all

around and Harry deserves full credit and the

thanks of us all.

As many of you know, I have been prevented
from fulfilling my responsibility for "Soundings"
since last fall by a rather serious illness. I
am happy to report I am now functioning again on
a nearly normal basis and sincerely hope this
newsletter can regain the normalcy and regularity
given it by the Rev. Ralph Cook during its first
year. (Present plans call for a June 1 edition
and then regular monthly editions in the fall.s

Production-wise we have decided to stick
with a bulletin-size "Soundings." DMoreover, by
gracious arrangement with Zion Church (Stemmers
Run), we have printed this edition (and hopefully
Will print future editions) on their newly ac-
quired photo-offset printing machine. Among other
advantages, this may well mean a savings of more
than 50 percent to the association on the cost of
printing "Soundings.™

Finally, it is generally true that news-
papers rely on ™tips" for many of their best
stories., "Soundings™ is no exception. Editors
are neither omnisé¢ient nor omnipresent, but need
to be "tipped off"™ by those with stories, Ever
congregation should ensure its news gets told,
from church suppers to guest speakers to ma jor |
events. S5o let's hear something from all of you
"big tippers." !

Thanks (in advance) for your help.

(The Rev.) Chiles Bowersock
Editor
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ASSOCTATION ANNUAL MEETING FOCUSES
ON CONFERENCE-ASSOCIATION RELATIONSHIP

The question of which should be the focus of leadership
and finances--the conference or the agsoclation--took
center stage at the armual meeting of the Chesapeake Asso=
ciation on Sunday, May 7, at Grace UCC in South Baltimore.

The end result was unanimous adoption of a resolution
continuing and expanding the work of the association®s
"gtructures" committee to include {1)studying the financial
relationships and geographical boundaries within the con-
ference, and (2)studying the feasability of the assoclation
employing its own "executive secretary." The structures
comittee was given until the fall to prepare a new report.

During the meeting the possiblility was raised of dividing
the existing Central Atlantic Conference--~which extends
from northern New Jersey to the Shenandoah Valley of Vir-
ginia-~into several smaller conferences, each with its own
gtaff, office and budget. (A conference-level structures
committee, scheduled to report at the CAC annual meeting in
June at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, has
specifically refused to consider such a division of the
conference and instead points toward focusing even more
at the conference level.)}

Although such a division is not impossible, the likeli-
hood at present is that both conference and assoclations
will continue but that some shift of emphasis toward the
associations may take place.



BALTIMORE ASS0IL: LTTOI OF CHURCHET'S TELLOASIIES
FLANS 26TH ANUUAL CATP rOCHAUX MEN'S RETREAT

Revs. Klingernan, lievin Smith Slated
As Featured 3pcaliars September :-10

tion of Churchmen's Fe

The %ﬁltimore AG50C1s

of ths nited Shurch o? CF ist has anncunced plan
hold its 26th anmual vetreat at Camp Michsux:, Garﬁnsr@
Fa., Friday-Sunday, 3cu IE ber 3-10.

Featuwred sc:ane'ﬂ will include the Rev. Kennebh L.
Klingerman of 3%, Lontis, chairnan of the Hational
Oreanization of Joncernad unurchmen of the UGG, =nd
*ke Rev. Hevin B, Suith, robired psstor in this zrza.

Tichlichts of the roitreat will include vesper sar-
vices on vesper niill, wlanned and conducted by the

men of Immanuel U3SC, “Cstonsville (Victor Skillmen,
chairmsn); morning watches vlanned by the wen 01 Failth
and St. Mark's UCC (3filton Purns, cnazrwan); and focd
preparation by the mon of Grace UCC (Bill Burclk,

head chaf).

Cost of the retraeat, vhich is being directed by
Milton Burns, will be <22.50. Further notices will
be gent out during the & v ronths. In the mean-
time, for further infomuatioa call J.iLCrum av
SlL5-1660 or write him at 1007 Walnut Ave., Balticorve

21229.
FEE A T Y I LR O T S KA A R £
ASS0CTATTON KCTES

The Rev. Hugere favisll, who will shortly receive
nis Master of Social dorl Degree from the University
of Marylsnd School of Sccial Lork in Baltinore, has
accepted a positicn cffective July 1 as rasident ad-
ministrator of Fairhaven, s UCC home and hospital fov
the aged in Upper Saaduskv, Chio. The former First
United Evangelical Church pastor, his wife Keren and
their %o children will he leaving Baltincre for Ohio
in late June. we wish then happiness and success

After a Christmas vigit G0 a convalescent home the
senior youth sroup oi Dethany Chwrch, Woodlawn, de-
cided to "adopt" the residents there and have been
working on a prosran of resular visits, redecorating
some of the rooms and finding other ways to chare

Janly

'

life with the regidants.
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ABBN, HE4S UOTES -- continued .
The Bevhany Church, Woodlawn, consistory is sponsoring

a postoral counselling and therapy office in the church
rarish house. Pastor 1.5.Ja2n Poris serves as the clini-

bgllv irainsd professional counselor. rees sre based on

b} olelné scale accerding to clients' incomes.

s an ll-hour prosram last £3ll to train mewmbers in
4 i and goal-setbting processes, Bethany Church, Wood-
lawn, decided to form four Mhask Torces" to deal with
specific areas of congregaticnal need: (1)steuardship,
(c)ugfl"tlan educat Lcn, (3) involverent in Bethany, and
{lYinvolvaient in the world. Those persons involved in
the treining and task forces havze contracted with lirs.

p n11 to serve ss their "gonsultant" for Len months.
n enllsumen? “VO“fﬁd znd zvents for the whels
1y ae far. Conference minister
rani: Pl‘au21nL spent one u~01° dev at Rethanv; "Becoming
rrec" -tag shoun and discussed at an 11 z.-. worship ssr-
ice and plsns are beln~ nade or a better Christisn edu-
cotion propram for all a T CAC Advance Prorrar is
~roviding financiasl helo Zor the cousuliant's fze.)

L confsrence on organizing and develoning sifective

rel igious library ssrvices for the local "onﬁreﬁatﬂon will

se held Thursday-Saturdar, June 17-19, at the University
of Maryiand, Baldimore County, under the auspiﬁes of uhe
el

$urch and Synagogue Librarians! ﬁssociationw This will i

the group's £fifth annual conference and will feature work-
shops on library procpduccs, a tour of Baltlnore libraries,
and exhibits of books and other materials. Por information
call s, willianm J. Hyde at 213-2129. For registration
contact lMre. Harry ¥. Crogs at Led-16L0. Resistrants may

'*“ist@r for a sincgle day or Tor the whole conference and
;ullege dormitory svace is avallable.
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Central Ailantic Conference Anpusl Heeting--TFriday to
Swiday, Juneg 9-11, Universitr of keryland, Baltimore Co.
17 yeu arven't g01n g, Tind out “ron vour church's delerates
vhat went on--know whst's hawpening in vour deromination.

3¢ an informed Christian arnd let vour voice be heard....
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ASSOCIATION TO MEET FIVE TIMES YRARLY;
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPLACES ASSN.COUNCIL

Two significant changes in the operation of the
Chesapeake Association were also brought about at
the anmial meeting at Grace UCC as the result of
changes in the by-laws adopted unanimously in accord-
ance with the recommendations of the structures com-
mittee. :

First, full-fledged meetings of the association
will now be held five times yearly--in September,
November, January, March and May--in response to M"a
deep-seated feeling of need for more frequent oppor-
tunitlea for our people to meet together."

- Second, administration of the association now
rests with the "executive committee," consisting

of the four elected officers of the assoclation:
president, vice president, secretary and treasurer,
at least two of whom must be laymen. This committee
replaces the old and much larger association council
which had reportedly become unwisldy.

In other anmal meeting action, the association:
(1}voted to study further, with Homewood Church Home
Tnc., the possibility of establishing an aged-care
"aclility within the association;

2)re~elected J. William Frack of Bethel and George
4. Ulrich of St. Matthew's as association vice pres-
ident and treasurer respectively (for 2 year terms);
(3)received the usual committee and organizstional
reports, voting in the process to reduce the size of
the Lay Life and Work cormittee from 12 to "six or
eight® members;

(4)adopted an association budget of $8,350 for 1973,
an increase of $1,200 over the current figure-$7,150.
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EDITCR'S NOTE

With this June 1 edition of "Soundings" we suspend
publication for the summer. The next issue will be
dated October 1, God willing., We plan subsequent
issues monthly through June 1, 1973.

Plesse have a safe and happy summer.

{The Rev.) Chiles Bowersock



