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The Other Side of the Equation

Over the past several months, the church
council has been faced with one difficult
decision after another. Part of the difficuity
is that there is no precedent for many of
the decisions the councit must make. For
the past 70 years this church has had its
rhythm of operation. Every spring and fall
there were dinners. The Sunday School
Building was needed for the Sunday
School. On Sundays we prepared for hun-
dreds of people to be at wership. The
council's tasks were clear — maintain the
rhythm.

Things are not as clear as they once were.
We all know that these rhythms have
siowly faded. Over the 4 years that ! have
been pastor, we have tried some new
things hoping to find a new
rhythm. We have resur-
rected the church picnic, we &
have used new educational paradigms in
the Sunday School, we began a Saturday
contemporary service, we have a fellow-
ship hour between services. While ail of
these have had positive impacts on our
lives together, maintaining some of these
rhythms has also proven to be beyond the
resources of the church.

This lack of resources has prompted the
music committee to recommend that we
stop our 1* Saturday Contemporary Wor-
ship Service. (Please read the music com-
mittee article in this newsletter) Many,
many good things have come out of this
service, just ask anyone who was involved,
or who regularly attended. It is important
that we build upon the learnings and posi-
tive things which we are taking away from
this service. it is also important that we
build upon the learnings and positive things
we have experienced from the other hap-
penings we no fonger do as a church.

One way to build upon these learnings is to
enter into what is called a “visioning study.”
| have heard more than once from councii
that we need a “"business plan,” a strategic
5 approach for the future di-
o1 rection of the church. A
- visioning study is a busi-
ness plan deS|gned for the business of the
church. It is something we enter into not by
looking at numbers and finances as a busi-
ness would, but as the church we enter into
it through prayer and discernment. The
goal is that we will build a vision from which
council can take direction.

(cont'd)




Pastor’'s Messagﬁcont’d!

Many of the things we have undertaken over
these recent years have come from asking
questions such as “what should we do?" and
“how should we do it?" Any good business
knows that there are questions that must be an-
swered first, the questions of “who are we?” and
“what are we going to be?” A visioning study is
designed for us to ask these deeper questions
of ourselves; to ask “What is God calling us to
be?’

It has been obvious for some time that too much
of the council's time and energy was being
spent on “maintenance” items, trying to maintain
rhythms that have faded; feaving too little energy
to go toward growth. As the church, maintaining
tradition is only one side of the equation, we
need the other side of the equation — we must
envision the future as we celebrate the past.

This work of envisioning can not be done by the
council alone, but necessarily needs to inciude
the entire church. Over the summer you may be
asked to take part in the visioning study, my
prayer is that everyone will be committed to the
success of the church. We will be kicking off the
visioning study in concert with the church’s anni-
versary. Set Sunday, September 24" aside as
the day we wili celebrate our past as we envi-
sion our future. Until then, may we all be de-
voted to praying that the vision of the lLord for
his church become our vision.

In Christ,
Rev. Cathy

“Recovering the Sacred Center; Church Renewal from the Inside
Out”, 1998, Judson Press, p. 5.
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Chureh Counell

From Our Council President

This has been a strange time for all of
us. We finally agree on what is the
best thing to do with the Church School
Bldg. (which was to sell it) and then the
deal falls through. | don’t know, “they”
say everything happens for a reason
so maybe God has other plans for
us ?! | am guessing time wilt tell. This
fopic has consumed most of our time
and energy and | know that |, for one,
sometimes forget the positive things
that we have happening here at
United. We talked at the last council
meeting and decided that we really are
“rich” in many ways.

Examples are that we sold the house
on Lombard Street and made a great
profit, we have money in the bank, we
B g have CASA renting
; {4 ). from us, we have
:young adults renting

ered one of the
= strongest Churches
Let uskeepour eyes in UQC. But, we are
on Jesus, the author and rich in other ways as
perfecter of our faith.
" Hebrews 122 well.  We have a

rinister who is going
to be traveling many miles from here to
Zambia to help people and share the
word of the Lord. We have the Sunday
School , the PACT group, the ladies
organization and the Choir.

{cont'd)




From QOur Council President—{cont’'d)

Other Churches, such as Trinity Lutheran
found that they could no fonger function
and had to close their doors last year. |
can only imagine how sad that day was. |
know that we hope to never have to be
faced with that decision. The Council has
pledged to do whatever we can to keep our
doors open. We will try to reach our
neighbors and attract new members. After
all, we are all in this together and we have
been known to face tough times head on in
the past so let's do it now as well. We
need to come together as a family and
move forward with new ideas. It's no
longer acceptable to do things a certain
way - -just because “that's how it's always
been done!” We must strive to survive
and keep our focus along the way! Don't
let anything negative pull us down - - -
think positive and do everything for the
good of our beloved Church !

Thank you,
Lon Betch

afraid; just
BELIEVE.

Mark 5:36

Special Thanks . ...

We would like to take a minute to recognize
Barbara Matthew for all of her continued sup-
port in processing the Endeavor. This is a
time consuming task that we could not handle
without you, Barb, and we hope you know
that we think of you as a gift from God. Even
though you have a lot of things going on in
your life, you take the time to do this for us
and it does not go unnoticed. So, thank you
very, very much!! God Bless you!

** Special thanks also go out to Peggy and all
the people who help with the sorting and dis-
tribution of the Endeavor. We thank God for
all of you !




Music Committee

Greetings to our church family, We hope your summer plans are coming together nicely. The last Sun-
day for the Choir will be June 25th. Anyone interested in providing special music over the summer is
welcome to do so. Please let Rob Gundiach know.

The First Saturday Contemporary Service will be discontinued at this time. It was hoped that the Satur-
ITITEIEREER day service would draw new people into attendance at UEC. While we have had visi-
RN\\Y * 7 7~z tors during the past 2.5 years that the service has been offered, we have not experi-
' —— enced the increase in attendance or new members that were hoped for. The service
was started with the team concept in mind but due to illnesses and time constraints,

\ the participant numbers continue to decrease. Our music director, Allison Housiey,

1 Ileft the group after the March service to pursue her music ministry at Canton Bap-

tist. Those remaining (Rev. Cathy, Rev. Amy Sens, Denise Kelly & Lynn Sanders) re-

visited the time required to prepare and practice for the service: considered atten-

1dance numbers and our own personal commitments and came to the conclusion that

we should recommend discontinuing the Saturday service. While we won't be gather-

ing on a regular basis for the time being, we’d like to focus on some of the positive

aspects that our service allowed us to enjoy:

We share a confidence in our singing ability and we love to share our spinituality through music.
We look forward to sharing our musical talents during the Sunda y worship hours from time to time.
We are confident and open about sharing our faith with friends and family,

We have enlarged our circle of friends and will continue to lend support to eack other,

God Bless,
Lynn Sanders, Chairperson

pszeial_f(i
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50th Anniversary Confirmation Class
Sunday, June 4%

The 1956 UEC Confirmation Class will hold it's 50th year anniversary celebration
on Sunday, June 4th. A iuncheon will be served after the second worship service.

D ANNIVERSARY




Mission Moments is a new addition to the Endeavor and is a way of highlighting our congre-
gation's connection to the wider church. Our church is a vital part of the United Church of
Christ, and it is not alone! Each Mission Moment will help inform members of what they
make possible through their gifts to Our Church’s Wider Mission (OQCWM).

J Mission Moment

Are You Afraid?

a live ih u country overcome by fear We fear temorisie and
dependence. We foar losing international status and losing face,
We fear failing stock values and unemployment reporia.

And too often these days, we members of the United Church of Christ are
overcome by fears. We fear shrinking membeyship, lost influence, smaller
budgets, and division.

Fear surmunds us. We long for the age-uld assurance given when anxdety
threatened to overcome God’s people: “Be not afraid.” These words remind
us of God's promise of fullness of tife. :

In Panl's first leiter to Timothy, he wrote about how to gain “life that is
truly life.” He urged Tiraothy to help people learn this way of living, which
distinguishes between fleeting wealth and lasting treasure.

“Tell thase rick in this world's wealth to quit being zo fidl of !
thewselees and so heessed with money, which is here foday and gone i
tmorome Tl theme to go after God, who piles on alf the viches we
corld ever marage - to do good, to be rick i kelping others, to be
cxtravagantly gererans.”

2 Fimothy 61718 (Tha Messoge )

God is still speaking,

|
July 2006




Reverend Cathy will be in Zambia
beginning July 3rd

: iAs many of you know, Rev. Cathy will be in Zambia for the month of July. Please
- ~ vy KEep our beloved Pastor in your daily prayers. Pray to God faithfully for her pro-
R[‘ JOUESW E) Itjection and safety while shining Christ’s light on those less fortunate. Pray also for
er safe return home.
— FOR-—]

God’s Gift of Fraycr

Why does God give the gift of prayer? The main reason is because of love
for us. God looks for intimacy with us. How strange that sounds! God all-
sufficient, all-powerful, all-knowing, wishes to draw close, to communicate,
to speak to us, to seek our response, to hear our prayer. f may seem un-
believable, but it is true.

At the same time, by praying we fulfill the desire we have as human be- L e
ings to know God. After all, we are made in God's image. Something in in Lét us draw ‘%
our being thirsts for intimacy with God. That thirst is described in the hear to God with
psalms, O God, you are my God, for you | long. For you my soul is thirst-| 3 sincere heartin
ing. Like a dry weary land without water... so my soul longs for you, my| full assurance
God. Something in us cannot be satisfied unless we are draw near to of faith...

God. "Our hearts are restless,” St. Augustine says, "until they rest in you.” Hehrews (007
By praying, we rest in God.

The church in her formal prayers often humbly acknowledges that prayer is God's gift and asks God
to give and strengthen that gift in us. At the beginning of her daily prayers, the liturgy of the hours, the
church prays two verses of the psalms.

O Lord, open my lips
and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

O God, come to my assistance.
O Lord, make haste to heip me.

Simple, truthful words. | cannot open my lips in prayer unless God give me the gift. O God, come and
assist me; help me that | may approach you.

And God does give this beautiful gift. In prayer God comes and helps; God invites us into the divine
presence where we can open our lips and our hearts. There God welcomes our slightest word or cry,
our smallest effort. Delighting to give us the gift of prayer, God wishes that we come near to share our
hearts and minds, our very life with One whao loves us. Prayer is God's precious gift; cherish it always.

- by Victor Hoagland




Ladles Orga\mzatlon rlps& Events S

Harrisburg, PA

Appetizers &

Champagne Toast at Mansion w/tour
Lunch at O'Reilly’s Irish Pub

Paddie Wheel Riverboat ride with Ice Cream Social

$73.00

McCutcheon’s Jelly
Baugher's lce Cream and
Waimart

Call Arlene or Millie to reserve your seat.
A $ 10.00 deposit is required.

Arlene Pate 410-327-3211
Millie Wirsing 410-675-3904

2006 |_adies Organization Officers
President Arlene Pate
Vice President Ursuta Jacob
Treasurer Millie Wirsing
Secretary Darlene Waters

Gloria Single

Recording Secretary

Fisherman'’s Deck Crab Feast August 9"

No Boat Ride 10:30 am-4:30 pm
6 Hour Trip Only $50.00
Progressive Dine Around September 20™

8:15 am-5:15 pm

Faith United November 4"
Frederick, MD 10:00 am-6:00 pm
Stops will be made at: $3400

Upcoming Ladles Orqamzatlon Meetmg
Al Meetings Begin at 12 noon
(unless ctherwise noted)

June 7" Luncheon at The Hazelwood Inn
Meet at 12:30 p.m.

{Pay your own way)

June 10™ Strawberry Festival

(for additional info, see next page)
11:00 a.m.~ 3 p.m.

Please plan to help, if you can
Bring family & friends!!!

July 12" Vinny's or Squire’s
Meet at 12:30 p.m.
(Pay your own way)

Sept. 13"

Covered Dish Luncheon

Important Notice

All trips MUST HAVE DEPOSIT
TO HOLD SEATS

if you must cancel your seat you
need to find someone to take your
seat to receive your money back.

Perscns {o contact:
Arlene Pate 410-327-3211
Millie Wirsing 410-675-3904




BAZAAR

LADIES ORGANIZATION

OF

UNITED EVANGELICAL CHURCH
DILLON & EAST AVENUE

SATURDAY JUNE 10, 2006

1TAM. TO 3 PM.
FELLOWSHIP HALL

We invite all friends and neighbors to come and enjoy Strawberries, lce Cream and Cool. Whip with
us as we celebrate the strawberry season. Other food available will be Crab Cakes, Hot Dogs, Chips,
Ice Tea, Coffee and Soda.

Vendor tables available for $10.00 per table. Please call Olga at 410-444-8088 or church office at
410-276-0393 and let us know if you want a tabte

Tables in Fellowship Hall will offer for sale Cakes, Candies, Craft Supplies, Jewelry, Raffles,
Attic treasures, and Kids toys and things.

PLEASE COME JOIN US FOR LOTS OF FUN AND FELLOWSHIP.




AT

Dear Ladies of United Evangelical Church,

t This letter is to ask you to think about joining our

Ladies Organization of United Evangelical
Church. We meet the second Wednesday of
the month at 12 noon.

Our main purpose is to help support our Church.

The second purpose is to enjoy the fellowship of |

our members. We wish you would join us.

e 'Our meetings consist of a
' luncheon, which we
charge a fee of $ 5.00 to
offset the cost. We also
hold a business meeting
to discuss upcoming ac-
tivities and events. Dur-
ing the year we have 2 or
3 bus trips and a Straw-
berry Festival.
events could be planned if the interest and partici-
pation were available.

We would also like to include other activities such
as guest speakers, fun days, etc.

If you have a friend or family member who would
like to join us even though they are not members
of the church, you may also bring them with you.

Our summer get-together and our St. Patrick's
luncheon are usually open to our spouses and
friends.

Remember, we wish to welcome each and every-
one of you to our group.

Sincerely,

Ladies Organization President-elect
Arlene Pate

Other |

Q with someone else

t and together host an
hour.

' d Sign up sheets are in

Calling All Coffee Lovers |

How about hosting a coffee hour between Sun-
day morning services. Nothing fancy, just hot
waler (for coffee) and
a few gnoshes
(donuts, cake, etc.)
We could sure use a
few more volunteers
to step up and volun-
teer to host. You
could even buddy-up

the Narthex.

VEC Bowling League Wants You!!

Cotne have some fun bowling on
Monday evenings in August.
The team plays at:

Pinland Bowling Lanes
10 Dundalk Avenue

If you would like to join in the fun

call Ho“y Raddatz
410-285-0894
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Try our Sundays.
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A Prayer for Spiritual Growth

When my spiritual vision is foggy,
heip me to find my way.

When my understanding is incompiete,
open my mind and increase my patience.

When my indifference blocks my senses,
touch my heart.

When worry or fear raise their voices,
speak to my faith.

Let your Spirit permeate my longings as well as my
living and my loving. Amen.

—Peggy Ferrell,
Prayers and Poems

Pastor Rev. Catherire J. Oatman

Chureh Office

e-ma{l: uecucc@verizon.net
website: www.united-evangelical.com
Hours Tuesday - Friday

8:00 a.m. - 400 p.m.
Secretary Peggy Tlasek
Custodian Paul Polasky
Director of Music  Robert Gundiach

Newsletter Editor  Barbara Matthew

(lmtgd e’vanggllcal Chureh

cjoatman@msn.com
home: 410-276-2200
cell phone. 410-428-1482

410-276-0393

robert.gundlach@verizon.net

cartbar@verizon.net

j D )
~. Psalm

L
-

-

,(\/i% When anxiety was great
—~— AN _)
E@;&Q within me, your consolation

)\ brought joy to my soul.

94:19

A “Hunger Site at the U.N”
on the Internet

All you have to do is click a button and
somewhere in the world some hungry per-
son gets a meal to eat at no cost to you.
Corporate sponsors pay for the foed. Just
go to the site listed below and click.

No gimmicks, no tricks.

You are only allowed one click per day, so
spread the word to others.

The site is: www.hungersite.com

General Mills
Boxtops for Education

Don't forget to bring in your
General Mills Box tops for
Education and leave them in

the display in the Narthex.

e e b




By Rene Gutteridge

Published by:

Water Brook Press,
2003

-

[N SR AT TR 300 pages

g

Normally, this is not the kind of book | would pick up at the store. As you might be
able to tell from the collection of reviews on this site, I'm not a big fan of romance.
Fortunately, this story is far more than that. it's an absolutely delightful romantic comedy... about a hor-
ror writer. For a change of pace from my usual diet of suspense, speculative fiction, and adventure
tales, it was surprisingly enjoyable.

Wolfe Boone - "Boo" to the locals - is the world's best-selling writer of horror novels, and the biggest
claim to fame the small town of Skary, Indiana, has ever had. While he's been churning out ghost-and-
gore stories, his hometown has been transformed into a major tourist attraction, with everything cen-
tered around the horror theme (the Haunted Mansion restaurant, Sbooky's Bookstore, etc.). And
what's up with all the cats?

So what happens when Wolfe suddenly becomes a Christian, gives up writing horror, and begins ro-
mantically pursuing Ainsley Parker, the one person in town who hates what he's done to it?

The rest of the town isn't very happy, to put it mildly. I'm reminded of the people who made Jesus
leave the area after he cast the legion out of the demoniac into the pigs. A group of Skary's finest
busybodies and hypocrites sets out to get Wolfe to forget his newfound faith (and love) and get back to
the business of scaring people.

The result is a hilarious storyline that reads like a good old-fashioned Frank Capra film. Rene Gut-
teridge has filled the town of Skary with the wackiest and lovable ensemble cast I've read about in a
long, long time. She also has more nerve than | do in coming up with names. A literary agent named
Alfred Tennison? | couidn't do that...

There's somewhat of a cliche in the conclusicon, but isn't that always the case in stories like this? You
know it's coming, but it's how the story gets there and what happens to the characters along the way
that matters.

I have a feeling I'll be re-reading Boo a few times in the next few years. Light and entertaining, yet
filled with faith and warmth, this is a book that will be well-used in my home. Highly Recommended.

Source:  http:/fwww.christianfictionreview.com/Reviews/boo. html
Reviews are wriiten by the webmaster, Tim Frankovich.
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Pentecost Sunday Ladies Organization Strawberry
Communion Suntiay Luncheon Cheir Practice Central Atlantic Festival
Hazelwood Inn 7:30 p.m. Conference 11:00 am—3 pm
Food Bank 12:30 p.m. Annual Meeting Felfowship Hall
Donations June 9-11
Bible Study (Rev. Cathy Bring your friends
§:00 & 10:30 10:00 a.m. will be attending) & family
Worship Service
9:15 Chiistian We netedhv?ll:'nteers
Education 0 help®
Trinity Sunday Flag Day
8:00 & 10:30 Church Council Choir Practice
Meeting Bible Study 7:30 p.m,
Worship Service 7:.00 p.m. 10:0G a.m.

18

Father's Day

8:00 & 10:30
Worship Service

9:15 Christian
Education

19

20

Christian
Education
Meeting
6:30 p.m.

21

First Day of
Summer

Bible Study
10:00 a.m.

22

23

24

25

8:00 & 10:30
Worship Service

9:15 Christian
Education

26

27

28

Bible Study
10:00 a.m.

29

30
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Cemmunion Sunday

Worship Service

8:15 Christian
Education

Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Ladies Organization
Luncheon
Vinny's or Squire's
12:30 p.m.

N

ood Bank JUIY ig
Donations ey é
8:00 & 10:30 Wl 12;‘-_-;?- g
Worship Service " i’j' E

9:15 Christian B
Education 4 g

e

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

8:00 & 10:30 Church Counci

16

8:00 &10:30
Worship Service

9:15 Christian
Education

17

18

Christian Education
Meeting
6:30 p.m.

19

20

21

22

23

8:00 & 10:30
Worship Service

9:15 Christian
Education

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

8:00 & 10:30
Worship Service

9:15 Christian
Education

31
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Refiners Fire

Malachi 3:3 says: "He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver.”

This verse puzzied some women in a Bible study and they
wondered what this statement meant about the character
and nature of God.

One of the women offered to find out the process of refining
silver and get back to the group at their next Bible Study.
That week, the woman called a silversmith and made an
appointment to watch him at work. She didn't mention any-
thing about the reason for her interest beyond her curiosity
about the process of refining silver. As she watched the sil-
versmith, he held a piece of silver over the fire and let it heat
up. He expiained that in refining silver, one needed to hold
the silver in the middie of the fire where the flames were hot-
test as to burn away all the impurities. The woman thought
about God holding us in such a hot spot; then she thought
again about the verse that says: "He sits as a refiner and
purifier of silver." She asked the silversmith if it was true that
he had to sit there in front of the fire the whole time the sil-
ver was being refined. The man answered that yes, he not
only had to sit there holding the silver, but he had to keep
his eyes on the siiver the entire time it was in the fire. If the
silver was left a moment too long in the flames, it wouid be
destroyed. The woman was silent for a moment. Then she
asked the silversmith, "How do you know when the silver is
fully refined?" He smiled at her and answered, "Oh, that's
easy -- when | see my image in it."

| If today you are feeling the heat of the
“fire, remember that God has his eye
* lon you and will keep watching you
. juntil He sees His image in you. Pass
ithis on right now. This very moment,
Isomeone needs to know that God is
!watching over them. And, whatever

ithey're going through, they'll be a bet-

o P [terpersoninthe end.

Inspirational Vision

Charley Boswell, a former University
of Alabama football star with hopes of
a professional baseball career, lost
his eyesight in World War il. But that
did not stop him. He went on to be-
come the National Biind Golf Cham-
pion 17 times. He was quoted as say-
ing, “l never count what I've lost. |
only count what | have left.”

—The Source Book of
Wit and Wisdom

Mcmom ble Quotc

“Through the Holy Spirit we are re-
stored to paradise, led back to the
Kingdom of heaven, and adopted as
children, given confidence to cail God
"Father" and to share in Christ's
grace, called children of light and
given a share in eternal glory."

- St. Basil, De Spiritu Sancto




—oRps!

[vom o church balletin i Flaslet, Tesas:

LT Sdlrisk @ Dot yELc

 pywn: “Let Me Be Thin Forever”

O IEmT e Ol o

I only it veere as casy gy singing o hvmn,

Priver’s Test

A driver did the right thing, stopping at the cross-
walk even though he could have beaten the red
light by accelerating through the intersection.

The tailgating woman behind him went ballistic,
pounding on her horn and screaming in frustration
as she missed her chance to drive through the
intersection with him.

Still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window
and looked up into the face of a very serious po-
lice officer. The officer ordered her to exit her
car with her hands up. He took her to the police
station where she was searched, fingerprinted,
photographed, and placed in a cell. After a couple
of hours, a policeman approached the cell and
opened the door. She was escorted back to the
booking desk where the arresting officer was wait-
ing with her personal effects. He said, "I'm awfully
sorry for this mistake. You see, | pulled up behind
your car while you were blowing your horn, flipping
the guy off in front of you, and cussing a biue
streak at him.

I noticed the 'Choose Life' license plate hoider, the
‘What Would Jesus Do’ bumper sticker, the
'Follow Me to Sunday School' bumper sticker, and
the chrome-plated Christian fish embliem on the
trunk."

“Naturally, | assumed you had stolen the car.”

"My apologlies to those who were injured when
we mistakenly schediled the Bake Sale on the
same day as the Welght Watchers' meeting.”
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Wordsearch

Wow! What Happened at Babel?
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Search for these words
in the puzzle.

Babel
Bricks
City
Common
Confused
Different
Earth
Languages
Nimrod
People
Scattered
Settled
Shinar
Tongues
Tower

Have you ever known somebody that speaks a different language? It can be fun to try to communicate with peo-
ple from other countries. It can also be frustrating. When you really want to tell somebody something that is im-
portant, but you don't know the right words...it can make you want to scream. Why do people speak different
languages? A long time ago, when everybody spoke the same language, the people joined together to rebel
against God. The way that God put an end to their rebellious activities was to cause everybody to speak different
languages. The people couldn't plan evil deeds if they couldn't understand each other. Find the hidden words in
the tower above, then read about the Tower of Babel in Genesis 11:1-9.

Kid Explorers activities, www.KidExplorers.com -- Copyright Eden Communications. Author: Mark Van Bebber.
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