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{WHAT IS CHRISTIANITY?! == i
The o ‘n,ainr of that great hook pllTTWM'% progress.
is aboulb as foliows,A man 1n rags with his face flrnq
from his ¢énw house,He don't knew what to do? Along
comes Evangelist and points up a narrow pathway and
asks do you see the light way up there,The light is
almnost smaliowed up in darkness,How.pilgrim says I
think I do, I think I see the.light, Thats the |
dition of the world today. That is condition of |
the church & the individual today. Aman in rags, We
think we s2e¢ the light,but its still indistinct.That
our “hrisftianity of ftoday. we seem %o have made a
beginning ath undsrtsanding of Chrisftiaity.But we
just see the light dimly. There ore the qu=stiop at
the beginning %hat is Christianity?
To zet a clear cut.picture of it,let us first see
w at Christianity is not. Christianity is not the
church of foday. It is not the institution. Thats a
hard word in & way,but its true, The Christian churc
at first was trying in purity to live up tt' ideas
of Jesus,but when the marrtys at last won out & over
whelemed Rome & had power,they got away from the
simple teachings of Jesms,Much :0od was done by the
church,but it b rcame more corrupt. Then camethe Refo
mation., It cleansed the church, but again it did not
go the limitz in applying the 1d9as of reésus, The Chu
of today as an institution is not trying to carry
out the ideas of Jssus. The condition of the world
today as Sir rmd,.gorey said is an ultimatum to Xtiani
The church is not representing true Christianity.
Neither is Christianity the fteaching of sepcial chur
JIt is not the doctrine of the fundamentals or the
liberals of today.Both of them seem to hang on some
things that are not s=so sssentaial, Pditorial hy Chas
Sheldon Gnats and Camels,Christ is so often ?orvo+)e
in all this wrangling.Wes need unity of the church %o
day based on Jeaus Chriet.Christainity is not.a sys-
tem of =thics,or o teaching on details as how to
live.Its is not simply on of the great reli gions
of the world. .
we don't want to zive a d;fiz %
in a ftechndcal way., Can we defi
sayving IT IS CHRIST,Christ is Chr
teachings about Christ,but Christ

ion of Christainity

ne Christanity by
istianity.Not the
himself. He is
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the centrs,the core of Christian religion.Christain
is enthusiams for Christ.Jssus id the dynamic of
reli:ion.He combines every side of religi hinself,
e claims in7ailibilify.He =ays,"I am",Th@8refore
ghristixnity is the "first" rsli gion. I#s'is suprms
Ir is to be considsred first and foremost.It alo e
gives the grip that will save men.A man in climbing
a high mt.£211 and was almost dashed to pieces 100
of feet bzlow. Only a small tree in the ay kept
him from falling.He called his grip.on it the
grip of faith. He had to hold on. So Christian
offers the world,as w=1ll as the individual that
grip of faith,which alone will saze it from destruct
It &s firet,all important and vital,

Chreitainity is momething that must be sought.It
is a living rdigion. It is not a dead foom,somethin
that is alrsady made. Seek ye first the kingdom of
God«It is a growing reli gion.Folks who claim that
thye have all of religion deny this one side of it.
Ghandi ,the great Indian leadsr when taken as a pris
had one final word to his followers.,e said;"_ tudy
the teachings of Jesus Christ and let yourself be
led by them".This by a man who has not ackrowledzd
Christ openly.Here is a secker.Mary Austin has
written an article "Do we need a nsw relkgion?™o
wetWe have just touched the ham of the & ament of
the hristianity as it centers in Christ.The next
few years will give us some astounding deviopments
in Christanity,as we study to understand Christ,mwil
we learn to understand Jsus better than svervby seek
ing to find ot just what he taught,

Christainity is a redbigion that includes cvery-
thing,that includes athe rule of mens hearts and
lives, It is therefore a a religion of ths spirit,
The kingdom of God and its righfeousness refers to
this spirit that is in Christianity,It wanst to es-
tablish the rule of God, .a spiritual ruls, in the
heatds and lives of men..,hat a wonderful and brod
scope.It sceks to establihs justice,love and truth.
Christianity is an earth religionlIt ims here
to transfemm every life by itx power,to tnane—ku}
figur ever institdtion.As the sunlight seeks to be
reborn in svery bush and every plant,so the spirzit
of Christ is to be reborn in .svery human relat.‘/
Will we, accept the leadership of Christ? He is
the yaster and the Guide.He is the Inspirer . q..je!
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DARE WE BE CHRISTIANST?!
é . Luke 14:35-35, |
In a receny magazine-"The Student World" a just
part i

c'l-

crtiticiam is asked of Christddanity on the y of
non-chrisftian students,.In this group are found Mol
$hinese,Hindu,Jsws and others,This fthought by one
sesms to sum up the ceriticism of Ohristiauity,"?ﬁth
my Diogenisian lamp I search for that great Christi
/ﬂ,sbirit that T am to admire s=sthat 1 do adnivc and |
“Search in vain.,W= live after Christ,but not-in the |
era of Chr.Oir na% on are not ,hrlsdlan.ﬁuslness is
pagan.In reltaion of church to church,of race to
race,or.nation to nafjion in war ha*rpd rules inst
of love and 1ight,"Think that over.Its an honest &
in many ways a “fair ortticism of Christianity.It \
almost makes us blush for shame that we claim ot b
followers of J=sus Christ and have so little lived
up.to his teachings and life.In faﬁt A& are afrgld
to be Christians all the way thru. 0 [ il ,e«‘g,,i‘»:,i‘-w
Christ had.fed $hs 5000.A 1 largs fluboz o people
followed him for outward advantawe.ﬁo he turns to
them and places before.them the re¢1 center of reli
and says "ollow me, "re places bafore thzam +he full
leTlﬂulElQS of ToL10N1nn.h1m.%anv went back on him
because they had n § the cpurage to meet his challe
1ets face ﬂuqt a few of the real difficulties of
Christianity,so that ws might knéwwhat it means.Chr
says we mus* have a vision,an insight into things |
bafors ws attempt to undertake them,He speaks about
counting the ﬁos+ A man bh=fore he builds svfs down
% does 3ue+ that very thing.A gensral before hezoes
into batile will do that very thlna As Phrlefians
w2 too often just g0 ahsad llwqf qpa*foa'v & take
‘evervthing for oram+9d. cts vnf down to the. study
of chriatTs life and vords in real sarnest, .7 2ts
try to nderstand them,not in a small petby way,but
from the broad and d= eper viewpoint,And as we undy
we -will come %o the conclusion,that Christianity is
Something hard,something diffioult »something that
m=ans qAﬂrl?lﬂe
Xr;m‘haq Christ saye leave father an (1 mother sto.he '
i2ane it,%hen he says take your cross and conme afts;
me,hs means just i‘ha,f'..ganw ice,We have been rﬂa.v
ing,dallying with Christ and his words,Do we say
rlts hard TWould you want Christia ity to be anvthing
Akﬂe?If ’10‘171 be if 11_ ovearp e any ng.
made of poorer stuff, -
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leave us dissasisfied,hungry and half

mbloyed.lt
is it deman
i® "a world

would'nt bring out the best in us,As
the highest that is in us,It makes of th
fit for heroes to live in," s

To foliow Christ -m-ans service,Christ uses the
striking sxpression of being a salt.Salt preserves
salt gives good tast,salt creates a thirst.As Chris
we must do juet thias,We must preserve thes world fr
evil,ws musi improve it ,we must create a desire for
the noblets and hest,We dare not keep Christ fomu
self. We must share him, "Who seeks heaven aloné
to save his soul-May ke=p the path,but will not rea
the goal;-while he walks in love,may wandsy far-Yet
God will bring him where the blessed are,"Relig.sds
not a p=rsonal possession to kesp for self.Perscnal
relig must be contagious.Net work in Miss.River of
wood %o kezp river from underwashing shore.No man
liveth t¢ himself,Chrisfianity must get into évew
phase of human life,Holiness in ones own life.Socie
must he sghanged.Selfishness in usiness must go.War
mist go.qe2k jusiice,rsizhtesousness,Fight the wrong

Ghandi segus,live as Chr,did,practice relig withou
adultsrat and toning down,Love,

To go to the 1imit in applying Xtianity ftakes
certain qualifications.There is a coward and a h=ro
in the brsas$ ofsvert pesrson.,Rslig.is a posr with d
deve .opss the hero.It takes first of all courage to
be a real Christian.Dare we be Christians?Wos the
question asked in a recnzt discussion.Most of us
live haoitually far beliow our maximum energy and
faith and courage.Why not try Ghristianity and pat
it into prac ice.,Dare we adapt it in our siness?
Dare we preach it in race rellfionship?Dare we oppos
injustice®ars we live up to the idsals of Jesus?

To do this will require -Conviction.Th do this
will require faith.When Peter and John were called
before the Jews because f theit Christianity.They
were open & frank about their conf,It is said,they
took notie and knowledge thd they had been with J=su
Can folks see that in our lives?Conviction thatgn
y28us is right, : A

.-To dare %o be christian takess Coneecration and
love of the despest kind,Mussoling of Italy has &
placad a most strking pledge bafore his followerW.
Dare you .eny yvourself pleasure,give up home etc,
Will you die if necessary for the cauee?Christ's
challenge is far deeper and more wath while.will
#e dare to bs christians? =
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&&@Qt” _ - JESUS AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS.
1|l ® Lc.16:1-13
Thers are three wavs of making aliving.0One may be
a Parasite, one may ne a PBlunderer and ones may be
a Producer, Ones may - simnlyv feel that the world owes
him a living and jus®t kesp on loafing. another nay
‘feel that he must squesze "all that he can out of
forks, so as to gzet aiong,vhether this money be
. gotitne right or wrong., while a third reaiizes
vhat he must make the best of what he Has,that he
must produce something worth while and in that way
make his living. In our scriptires, we find the
man going thru these 3 sta;es,He was parasite,a
plundersr and then becamz a producer,J=sus Christ
uses this parable and so many others o teach us so
real vitaltruths regarding economic conitions,.Ws
are all interestsd in this question., We all have to
make aliving., The grzatzet fights today are wagss
around this cuesftion of makin a living, There exisf®
on one hand a vast concentration’'of wealth and on
the other hand with a large amount of povertv,Just
face thess fact squareiv.2 % of pop.ownessO % of
the w=alth in our country.The poorest ftwothirdsown
gt 5-6 % pf the wealth.180 men control over + of
the wealth of the U,S,7he land is :etting into the
poss=s3ion of the few more and moré.large industrie
are controilzd by a few. On the other hand tlere is
an exta 4 of poverty that is‘alarming.2mill live
bzlow the low water makk, ¢¥hile 10mill live .in
. poverty in fthis rich land of ours.less than 15 4
of the fa:ilies in this country receive a lving
waze of the govi.estimated at @ 8000, . one third
of ths familss in industry and mining earn only
about § enuf to live decently.woken's wdzes are
ezen ifsg.pmplaym$nt is dangsrous,vhen 3 to 4 mill
ar 1171 z . 'S : ; . a o
Snijﬁéinéotﬁ?rhéii%£g0?°3ii 3%§§i§%-fr??p**ti? e
G o ate aiuckf BwtiLchilatodlere. S0 d o
- 2198 oi workers die in $nfanov.37 4 of th
! !‘)_Others work in £ ot ¥ P CTled7¢ 7» Of the
ﬂwar Payments, As r:.;e ?:izirffse?fii‘e’ ’?’O? ke
fesls that injustice is rife,Th eeioe By
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= f Rk anhe There exists feel
~'f”J'g33§ez# “OET 18 alarming, vl .AQ %m; e
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As we think of the sioriss of jesus 4fi tiee laborer
in ths 71T8Y13d,0f the teén talents, of the unjust
steard ‘and many others, we can't help §t say that
we haven't livad up to his feachings,

Jemns ‘tsachss £ it of all JUSTECE Map v other wasy
have p=zen triesd,welfare work,Open qhoprrade Lnions

cooperative movaeman s, ﬂ*oflf sharan,sohla ism, bu
none has rsally hslped. we nsed fo try .esus way.
He demands fatiness on part of all consc ernnd.Iode
fable of Monsy,machines andi men is striking alops
this iine. _an had money,he had machinery, Pu+ c-ﬁ
did no’gool ‘until wise man told him to ﬂt some .
men to run Shings.Profit was 400d,he 00“k$5d it
all,Wise men 1‘fﬂd him nmen ourh+ o have their share
Justice must come in with pero o8nality,accountabilit
brosherlineds,Right to %har,, right to selfptotect.
Justice in wazzs,in protect.Is not the human soul
abgve thes mere money,Human life worth more than mac
J@sus teaclies SERVICE, Only until all of work is
conqidered a holy service will a befter condition
be brou ‘about,Ths snginesr & his service. mhe
ditch dﬂw*ﬂrs ssrviss, The coalminer g ’Tlpﬂt.mhﬁ
ovarall alﬂ*nood A striking boolk has ”Pcaﬂ+1v
appear=d,callsd "The PA'nvlon of the Social passion
It is uha sforv of a min who works among negores
who are vl’r‘fu_a,'l"v a'\avaq. To help them to raise
them hs o*(s.mhe service actual men,Serve nod thru
man.He in evéry way trlps to raise their social &
religious condition.
Jes1s tedch-xs LOVE, The spirit of kindness, the
spirit of considsration is fundamental with Jesus.
Can love zqueezZe profits out of litilie ch -dren?
Love means eqaility of opport. To-e meagns brotherhooc
Over hall id Moscom yarx! words Religion is aon
opiate®, That haw bzen the idea @ll along. Sermons
us=sd %o be preached to keesp those that. ers down
down «%illf urther,to maks them gontent with their
i0t.Ths G -len Rule must he put into nracsice and
it has worked. Goldien Rule Nash has applied the
ideas fo his work.Higher wages,Cooperative,ahar
in the profits. Good.treatemsnt, It has worked
out wsll, The pricnipies of Jeaus dan be apnlied
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V. -
#® JESUS-THE COMMUNITY- THE COUNTRY.
Mark 13:13-17.
8 ago the Supreme Court of our land had
% case between the Church of fthe HOL
he Tnited States; as to wh,jhpr the U.S
ian Nation., It was decidsd in the af’® 1m
lions are trying to carry out Chris
awe. 0**' ially then our comnmn1+y, our nation is
considered Christian. Such a decions ia alright
iehally, but how agout the reality? The rews at the
time of rssus wers also considsr=d very ré&ligious
at the time of -2sus, but did that make them rs=1ig?
Jesus however goes desper., Is it wsll therefore to
test what we as a church,what we as Christians owe
to our communifty and to our country in the light of
Jesus Cir iaf, Ou? communityy our nd+1on faces scne
of 'the greatest problems in these davs & fimes.Thest
must ©e golved and can be sqlved alone in the Jesus
Jesus in our Script.wvas approachkdd by the Phar,
with a catching question, because they wanted to
&yve gomething of whish to acouse him, Is it right ¢
and lawful %o zive ftribute to pay taxes to Caesar
the Roman zovt. or not? Jesus knew what was in
back of this question immediatb lv Jd=2sus knew fHhat
there exist=d a group pf pepple 0¢1¢Pd zealots,who
tried to ovsrthrow the hoid of ths Roman govt. upén
the Jews. Blood had bheen shad. Jesus also knew that
tBatthe Phar, were nofle the lsss atagonistic. to the
Romans,=ven tho more undsrhanded, Jesus knew the in-
tense hatred that 1‘h%e zxistzd toward the zovion
73_‘,1'1; of the Jews,.He knew fha;f' 1"r1.-=v were 11“'111()- to ot
& involve him.If he asnwer 4 one way the rews “would
get after him,of another the Rommn zovt., would be
down on him.Jesus knew that spirit of ldWTPHSnass 01
the part of some,he knew the prejudice, he hatred
that =xisted, Josus foresaw wh@re all this would
lsad to Hoo. He took an intelligent 1nforas in his
éﬂiy and time. Thats the first great lesson we get
from Jasus,%We must also know conditions.We call
our 1¢nd the promised land % it is more than one WA,
Do ws knwo condtions losally. Do we realize that as
® a2 nation we have no real Christian record,.hen we
.averags two lynching per wesk, we must speak of
race hi*fad. When we h

14Ve more lawlessness than ans
othar country we cannot boast, When we have burn !
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people and shocxt them dow in cold oTood“!ke
over at yerrdn, we have no right to boastglhne we
freat the immigrant as we do? “How asout tTH® T=aPot
Dom= scandal? H-w about tre atnent of Mexiso?How
about our disobedience of law, Race prejudice is du
%o false pride,false idea of race %nnramdﬂy and %o
~paganism. How about paying 88 %4 for war,of the taxe
Is that Christian? rets know facts.

Jesus knew these t ings of his own 7¢nd. e knew
the rottenness of the Rowan govt.He knewinside g
conditions. wet he says zive %o the Caesar whmﬁuﬁ:
belongs %o Cassar.Give the gdvt,its due, Jesus did
not permit his becoming king to overthrow the ovt.
He advocated non resisftance. pre #id his taxes., He
never dwelt on prejudice. -esus workad from the in=
side out. Thes spirit i1 o*h* no*‘a than anything
slse., Wote the diffevence between Calvin & Tuther.,
Calwvin 7elt the church must conurol'the state.Luthe
thot the spirit must come int- the peeple & wrk
out a dilf life, Thes .greatest ge#vice,in the spirit
of Jesus, that a c}urhq that nh*wqugns can rsnder
to a community % a na+1on is to furnish christian
ken & women, grounded in the yerinciples of resus
Christ,f8#11@d with his 9e¢f— a rificing spirit, doi
the right ,If we are the best kind of “hristians tha
WS cm be,do ths best we can, we will make our natio:
more worth whils, The U.S.is a melting not of natio
Treat svsyons sise in ths apirit of the golden rule
In Christ thers is no east or west., The Szarless
Robe. "For mine onw boscm is the paradise*Whsre all
my life's fair visions are unfurlpd.“

Its the depper 1life then that Tesus leads into as
being most worth while, Give to God what belongs
to God. A Japanzse by name N=esima read Gon.L.- and
then we can link it up with ;hls,ue said I belong
to God,if God made &Ll,%ﬁ I must give myself to
him." That is what resus asks us %o do here. That
is thes mos®t important 4.ty we have tbward our count:
is %o be fhe best kind of a christian’ hat T cm
be,give myself 1d all w=ill he well,The
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laws ,the ocus’oms,the business affaira of |
nountrv must r=Fflsct God's kingdom. The man without
& Co nfrv is inde=d a sad mar .AW»*glu“,e o God

is the hlrhASx kind of allegiance,is the highst "
local and national na+rwob*sm.
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.QUALITIES OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTFR
+ 8 - " Virtue " - 2 Peter 1:5-7

Some one studied a certain spider as it wove its
web and noticed how it was woven to entice to death
some prey. "Spiderbf Death " was nome given to that
patricular insect. Today death-frape are being wover
around the spirit of man,some try to reduce every

mystery to mechanism,every freedom of spirit to

necesrity of flesh,to reduse drive of power to the
drift of conditions.Are we then to control the time
or iB the time & epirit of time to control us? Stan]
Jones in recent article;"What Should we do now?" eay
what hae happend inworld not changed ry code:-of mor]
I did not have one code Dec.B & another Yec.7. T do
not get my code from last pergon or last situa ion,
but from Cnriet who ie stedfast. To.have that %kind
of “nristian Character we need as apostle Peter =ays
Add to " fajth virtue." Virtue ie one of the charact
we need in these days, for it im-lies so much.

As the apoetle uses that word in its orginal mean
ing we note that it comes from " aretas " which
mgans valor, or virtue,high-mindednes®,anything wort
while. The word virtue comes from " vir " which mear
(Mstrength and power. Virtue then ig In the first

place inner powé¥ or.effective power,a strencth
that works oyt in life.You.rec»l1l the incident in
Jesus' 1ife when he was going thru a crowd, some womr
touch~d hem of his garment. He lookd abt.& - sked whe
had touched him.Discinles gaid;How can-we ¥now in
this crowd.RBut Jesus "T know,f@rg a virtue or power
has gone forth from me." It is.then that deep inner
enérgy w ich comes .from vital contact with Cod.Jesus
had it,becauce He maintained that relationship to
i e Heavenly Father.It is such virtue,strength of
body,mind and spirit which ~e can maintsin at this
time.In times like these when we feel the pinch of
inconveince more & more, when there is o much £o
destruction in the world, we need to realize that ae
Ytians we have life's untoubhable posseseions.Faith
*gstod means that there is no spiritual collapee in
SV our lives.We never lose 2all,even tho weloose poes
till we lose our souls.Some 2 w

: yre. ago appeared in a
cartoon the ideaof soldier, who had wrought destruct

in Belgium caying to a priesgt:
destr yed church:" Losrtp all e’f’; g0k §y s

réply Came; "o, &¢ir, not oup soﬁ?SYﬁnﬁﬁa¥0§§"aThe
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great thot whichwe need to %keep in mind.We need
to realize - that " without Cod, we cannot; without
us, God will nct ."Such inner strength must be ow
virtue in a time like this.

But that " virtue" which as a og@lity of Onristier
chezacter ies eo vital has a second consideration wh
is vital. Virtue also means courage, resoluteness
determination t > see a thing through.The mord
courz e s used somewhat loosely. Too often we refe:
to it merely as valor on battlefiedd. Tt does have
the meaning of fearlesshess. Out of our hearts fear
needs to be taken in these days,because we trust
God. Then courage involves dogged gperseverance,
keeping on when it seems impossible to carry on the
the work and the task.You know the storiés of remar
heroiem in N,T,, of Paul the dauntless, who kept on
in epite of difficulties; of Stephen the mrtyr,who
rose @ ove the persecttion.& death with highest
courage,of Jesus Chriet our Lord, who faced the
cross with such great virtue & strength & pereevera:

Then there ie another kind of quelity in courage
that ie not often thot of ,namely self-disciplne.
This is the courage of one who ie real’y afemid,who
is timid, who ie backward,but gains mastery ov
fears and discouragements, Yo net think that
gr.heroes had no fear.They overcame.Some are by
nature seneitive and vet win out. Incident told
of lighthouse keeper who had to 2o * o shore for
an errand.He left -hisdaughter Ethel Langton in
charge. A storm arose,which it made it impossible
for him to ®eturn.The Voaong girl only fifteen yrs
old faced the sittation alone., Tor 3 days and night
she went up that tover,1it the lighte,while the
fierce gale was blowing,& the waves beating acnst
the lighthouse, Religious faith gives such deep
courage,%ove for couptry doee also.( Wa.McDougal
in "Tyne ®nergies of Men" on courage.,) We ne~d cour
to face ourselves, to admit our wrongs, to face dis
couaging circumetances in 1ife, to face world today.
After the great Cnthedral in fates of war caw 2
the great building detsrvoed eaid:" We will ‘Ul
rebuild." That took courage to eay that. Today we
need to eay amid all desturction; " We will rebuild

a Christi&d world, a Chriéilike character andg kaep

everlastingly at it




QUALITIES OF CHRISTTAN CHAPACTER
4 - Knowledge - 2 Peter 1:5-7

There are two Etatements which need to be weicheal
in the balance. One is this ;" Tgnorance is blisa!
and the other; "Knowledge is power." Some boast of
their ignorance and say it givee one deeper faith
not to know too much.But ignorance has been on the
{Mother hand one of curses of mankind leading to
much trouble and misunderstanding..While it ie also
that ¥nowledge is not always power,yet the Rible
our Lord and here the apostle Peter uphold the idea
of knowledge as one of the qualities of.Christian
character. Add to your virtue knewledge,Just what
is meant b the deeper implications of ¥nowledge it
ie our pirpose to understand.

Bn ancient churchfather ogmgggaé-hae said the
getting of knowledge is som&thing a¥in to the work

of a hee gathering honey. In the first place 4Le bee
coes out & gathers the sweetness from the flowers.
Thie ie the first consideration in knowledee the
getting of the facts.Our president recently app inté
a fact-finéer for the country as a whole,namely ¥r.
Archabald MclLeisch, who is a fine poet in his own
ight and the head of the Congressionﬂl T.;brary at
“Washington As Chr istians we need knowl&dge of th
facts of Chris ian life.So little is known by the
~average Christian of the Bible, the facts of it and
‘about it. So very little is know about the church,
the local church., Ve need to know its history to be
vitally interested. e need to know the larger work
of the ¥ingdom, as it ie being carried on ite variou
phases of work, =0 as to have an intelligent und~r-
standing of the great task, Mordof our people ne d
therefore to read our church papers, to become vtlly
interestedin missionapy work. We ne d to know the
fac®t about Christian living, the creed, the ethics
conduct of life,Put more than that we need to know
oureelves hgtter,our strength or our weakneess, We
Y = boTd 1s beginning of knowledge,
Too little awe and fear of God; to 1it
f s : ’ Little respect
OTr Fis great universe, his almight S
B EE Baaac 5 ’ g0ty power.Wonder is
eginning of ¥nowl~dge CEs
and feeling th 5C out of complacency
> : g that we know it g1, J

L
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¥nowledge coes deeper than mere facts tho., As the

bee gathers h®he sweets for materials, she assimilat
itymakes it her own & transform it.%We have =0 many
facts at hand today,that we do not-ascimilate materi
enough.We needto interpret the facts.Ph.Carlyle in

gett mg ready to write his famous work;"The French
Revolution' read ascimilate&. 200 diff. books and
many atticles, then went intomiet place & bro

over the facts.He mate them his own.,Moses was in the
guiet of the wilderness for 40 yrs. thinking about
Justice,until he could use., Jesus prepared in 30
quiet yre. & then 40 days of intenme meditation unti:
he could decide, nderstanding of the problems is
escential, As we brood over deep thinge of 1life,the
real knowledge will mever be taken away from us. The
meek,those willing to learn, to =it at the feet of
Jesus these i11 be taught. As Mary =at the feet of
the Maeter she learned to understand his deeper in-
temt, "vy thoughtg are higher than your thoughts."

That bee,hwoever, does one other thing with that
material ehe hae qathered & assjmilated, che trans-
. forms it into honey. She remorks it. Here we come to
The Teal ecsence of knowledge as “hrteian charactrie
It is the deener judgement,whih comes after hv
weighed diff. conéiﬂﬂ*at1ons. Tt is ineight whi

is given,after having taken time to think about mttr:
It i w1ﬁdom which is a deeper form of knowledge.,
To have zeal witnout knowledge to guide it, is like
a ship without a pilot.Faith without knowledge is
dangerous.It will pervert notiens of God.Like the
mountaineers in southern hills, get rattleesnakes to
bite them,saying God will protecf them,.That ie zeal
withou# Lnowledge that ie fal =~ idea of God., We
should not tempt God in that way,Tt will undermine
sense of right and wrong; it will make men go off on
a tancent to strese one notion.Tt makes religion so
onesided®,that 1ittle value in it;Wiedom gives ue a
bette”pndprsfandlng of God. It shows ug ouselvee as
sinners, vet in image of God & aved throuch the powr
‘of Jesu¢ Christ. Tt gives us insight into tle
mzan1n§ of life.Mere knowl.will not shed light
eternal cguestions.”isdom is in CGod ,vea God 1is W1sdom
iteelf ;Estimate matters in same manncr ae God thinks

9%2% m Bhenloanqa of wisdom.,PDavid '“avmon in
v rvthlng &digtii 111ng e éom £5R215 7 g ?&75Pbodv 2
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QUALTTIES OF CHRTSTTAN CHARACTER
4 - Self-Control ~ 2 Peter 1:5-7

Renj.Franklin discovered electricity and thus in-
troduced a new force in the lives of men.But this
new fopce had to be understood and controlled before
itcould be used by men for real service.The laws of
" ondction, of directing thru a channel,like a wire-

the matter of inductiom, of tranformding the.

power and mangetizing it and the laws of ineulfly
had to be ascertained before new power could be propl
used. Here we have an illustration of what the apostil
Peter is trving to achieve -in a Chrigtian character
that would be useful among men.In men a new power of
personality thru Jesus Christ,but this power must be
channeled,must be ouickened & gontrolled =0 as to be
of real service to men. :

God makes human beinge the channels- like the wire
to current of electricity - copduction- for His great
powers. God givee to men so mary gifte. He has not on
given him body, with all of apnetities and desires,
He ‘aleo gave him emotions,feelings,deep current ins
the will and soul & epirit.We often think ¥nowledge
¢& sufficient for meeting the issues of life, the kn

of our gifts,but Peter =said to your knowledge add
“selfcontrol. Wiesdom & intellect not .enough to pre
serve us in the struggle of 1ife to build a Oprisvian
character, We ne~d to supply temperance or control
A 12dy in my student days would quite often eay of
people and her observation of them; " If a person has
»O6n0 temper, he is'nt worth much." There is some
thing in that thot, we must have our own individuall
we must ineiedt upon it .Solomon had wisdom,but he
lacked selfcontrolEThe 8pirit may be wil ing,but tle
flesh may be weak."en the saintlieet man with all his
gifts needs to be on guard.'atch and pray,Jesus esaid.
Hours of temptation await the hero.Ejiiah fretful and
ungernrous.Paul also tells abt. temptation to forget -
the hard strug-le of 1ife & to let oneself ho into a
life of ease.Christian 1ife is a constant st rugsle
toumake the best out of the gifts God has bestowed.

These gifts God has given us must be quickened
inducted - magnetized,transformed, Ourrent"T;éj“out
side wires, inducted into house,with legs po%er :
in power for factory.van Siint éu el ,OF rai
€2ace of God .St ,Francig desorib

ide His powers thru

€8 two shipg '
1D8, one -
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- fine and 12 rge,filled with richness,Storm arises
at sea.The ship lacks a skilfull helmeman,a pilot
ad theship is wrecked.All beauty and coodness amt
to very little.Another ship is smaller,not so wel 1
equipped."henstorm arose, the skilful helmeman or
pilot directeddirected it eafely thru to the harbor,
Man may be in prosperity,high estat~es, with manv
fine gifts,but if he ham not the proper helsmnu
or selfcontrol, hie life may be wrecked.Man has a ce
tain amount of freedom,but conviction must be his
"all things are ours, but we are Christ'e." With
Channing we need to say;" Act fﬁénkly,talk gently,
await occasions,hurry never." Nose is weakness.Gentd
nese isg controlled strength.Fear makes for haste.Con
fidence is composed,Transform vour powers thru contr
A1l power dangerous unless @ontrolled, Gr.power of
- electricity need= to be insulated,otherwise rampant
- & destructive.Veede to be temperance there. "Temper
my spirit,0.Lord."It is not merely phveical-control
of appetites & desires,but epiritual temperance.Our
spirit must be put into the fire of 1life,made one
with God,hammered out by self-control into fit in-
strument of service. Poems Of Experience — see attch
note. So much harm is done to the cause of the € &
¥.,ngd. bec. Christim lack selfcontTol of tongud,
of temper,of spirit.Even moral power,unless controll
can do great harm.®lijah had to face peril.He let
himself go at Mt. Carmel & had to be taucht lesson
at Mt. Horeb,that not by force,or wind & earthausk
bt by still msall vobce,men are to be won for Chr.
So often men working all day & women too, loose con
trol of self,take it out on family in anger,& temper
This ie not fair.We need to be patient in bearing
seeming defects in others,for we -ourselves have many
weaknesses.We want others perfect,but do not amend
our own ways.We .1ike to correct others,but do not
wat tope corrected ourcelves.We need to be Masters

of ourselves, our tongues our i '
fr.evil thinking.?estggin’gelf?egsegéggioﬁlgdiftO o
by ehhcking powers, 80 as to become ser vant g ‘u)
e Joeue OnrigBlhas higenr at an iS00

and showed a 11fe, 1o se17_oahtras 'L complete comwnd
Two horses hitched to wagon"*estament of Beauty".

Intllect and desire.Peins needed to conty

wis ; ‘
18€ Tun away,A11 under control of‘ahristol Othex
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QUALITIES OF CHRISTIAN CHARACTFR
5 - Stedfastness of Patience -2 Petr,1l:5-7

"The race is not always to the swift" is the lessco;
drawn from parsble of contest between hare and tor-
toise.The observation we make of life and of persons
is this that the brilliant, the keen,but sometimes
wavering,temperamental people are not alwave those
} achieve the most;but often those who are steady
" Jdependable and reliable attain great success in
the end.- To the qualities of Christian charaster are
to be addesd then to selfocntrol that of stedfast
ness or patience, Peter putes this a bit further aln
in the gqualuties,because it is more difficult to
achieve.There are few real y patient & etedfast peop
K1l of us are impatient,parente with children,adults
one with another.Jesus only one reallvy patient.

Any kind of stedfastness of patience must be built
on s0lid foundation, or basis which must be found
in God. "He is my Defence, T shall not be greatly
moved,"When we have the conviction that Cod is the
real foundation of our life, when we are willing
to have faith and trust in Him then we can be pat.&
stedfast.A famous writer.Richter by name,  has writtn

. a_story called;" Dream of the Tniverse."With an

Mangdl for guide he was launched upon a great trip
taru the. universe.They passd thru Saharas of darkne
,thruwilderness of death.On thru starry fields, and
forests,one haven a ter another opened up.System aft
system,,galaxy after galaxy,awful altitudes piled
up.Tt seemed to be a neffyceasing flight.Ruf"the humn
neart awed by all thie infinity,he yearned for a
narrow room in which to hide.Tt was too overwhelming
Then angel left him and he was alone."End there is
none."left alone in center of universe.Sud7enly he
aaw in his vision a woman with face of Madonna and
by her side »n C,ild.The Child was ¥ing,with a crown
of thoons on his head.Then T realized that over acnt
the universe there was a God who loved & cared. Tf
the soul of man is to have patéénce,if it i 5
d it A E . ’ t ie to en-

ure,it must realize in this Univers +

pPérsonal presence,th Tee there ig g

and plane,a Heart th
» 8 he at feels .
Moses, "He endured ae sagli and lovee,Said of

— % > Hi i &
of any rea) stedfactnege Og =7-" That is the besis
y Datience.

T endurance or




e R U e e e,
Ve have the assurance hat God will win,whether we
win or lose. Ohrist must reign.,The Church has come
thru before and will again.Tdeals live on.God's abil:
is greater than any calamity that comes upon us.

Such stedfastness of faith in God must create in
our hearts a spirit of endurance and patience.There
must bg perseverance, an ability to see things thrn.
It is'nt so much what happens to us, as it is
how we react or respond to the hapvenings. Vou have
observed this already.Vou have noticed a very strong
wind blowing over a field.On this there were reeds
standing $tiffly upright,unyielding,The wind blew
these over.Rut on that f#éld also were willows.'nder
the impact of the wind they bend over to the very
ground,but when wind stopped they came right up a2 ai:
Here was elasticity.This was stedfastness and patien
In human experience we are exposed to stress & etraij
of 1life .Yo we break under it, or do we give way and
then come back.That ie endurance. e need in these
daye to live one day at a time.The flashlight ies most
effective at short distance & not much use at a grea
distance.Sc in life,our lives are tagbe lived in chro:
spans of life,but-at smme time we need to carry on.
Xaxka'rxPbem by G.7lingle " God broke our yearsf |
to hours and days,so that we csn go along,"

And yet thie spirit od stedfastness or patience
involves a going forward with a purposeful courage
and persistance.There must be an inner afiherance t o
purpose that will never deter ue from gaining our
goal.All person of achieveynt have had this stedi-
ness of purpose.Jesus set hieg face stedfastly twd.
Jerusalem,evep tho it meant suffering and the croes,
Subh determinationpdwill power lends strength to
life.Give us staying power of grace,not to be tosed
to and foo by unguided emotions,or sudden burst of
feeling. Wm.Wilberforce of England showed such
stedafstness in overcoming the slave evil.7or 20
years he persiet d.in bringing the matter up in
parliment. He studied the various issues that w
: : 't we
involved & approached the matter from a1l s )
until at last he succeded in havi i
for all glave s s aVJ_ng fT(‘?F’.dOm won

WLl -SLavVes 1n BrltiQCh empire.ﬂsug-tainand,




QUALITIES OF CHRISTIAN CHARAOTER
6~ Godliness or Piety - 2 Petr.1:5-7
Up in the White Mte. in New Fngland one comes acros
trees lying flat on the ground with.roots exposed, th
a hurricane. Beesides these uprooted trees tall ones
8ti11l stand.The tree without adeauate hold on the
%giﬁ fell,while thomse m®k deeply root~d held fast.
' In trying to live Christian lives,we need to re-
alize that soul of man must be deeply rooted in the
goil of God, in eternity,otherweie will be uprooted.
That is why Peter brings in " @odliness " or piety &
8 characteristic of a Christian further along in his
1ist ,Fai th is not much without godlinese or godlike
- Tiving.Godliness is faith galive. Patience without
godlineses is al-ost impossible., So all the aualities
mentioned depend upn maintaining a spirit of piety.
The root meanings of this word are vital in thise
connection and we need to k¥eep them in mind, The fir a
one is reverence.”e must stand in awe before God ard
draw upon Him for our resources otherwsie ~annot live
life as Christian characters.When Touis YI¥ of Trance
Gied in laet century, the court preacher RPousset wae
called upon to preach the .funeral sermon.A great crom
had gathered,the expectancy was high, for the
prcacher was well-known for his.eloguence.He sttled
the audi#ng by saying; 'Only God is great." That ie
what we all need to understand today-t at only God
is great and we need therefore to have a deep revere
for Him. Ckeémeht of Alexandria,one of the early chrch
fathers,ascribes a mord & Jemws which ies not found
in the Bible, but which is significant,"He that word
ers shall reign and he that reigne shall rest.look
with wonder at that which is before thee."We need to
etand in awe and reverence before God and life,so ths
we might appreciate what He offers to us.Whe we re
cognize gr-atness of God, we are released Trom domi-
mence of self,then we see ourselves in our true re-
lationship to the great and Mighty God.T"hen we are
releaced from dominance of others,what they may think
aph’ us and our doings.We are released from fear of
Death for we realize that God i1s 1life.We overcome
anxiety, or boredom(for life is meaningfull) 2nd rrom
prejudice.Tife becomes more creative,for we rest on

Cod,This past week Sidney Lanier's BOO+h birthday wae
°€lebr -atd.In spite of deep poy B

nrty & mich trO’]b]_
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life, he had a deep faith in God and he exoresesd
this.in 2 besautiful poem "Tphe Nﬁﬁh-Hen of Blynfin
which he says; Ae the marsh-hen decretly builde on
the watery eod .Behold T will build mg a nest on the
greatness of God;T will fly in the greatnessof God,T
will heartily lay me a hold on the greatness of cod M
: A sedond root meaning of word "gddlinese" is

" loyalty".Tt ie the adjustment of 1life to a @
hl&hPT order,it means centering your attention upon
one WMDOTLPnt factor,like centering upon Christ.
Loyalty means conv1ctlon of and dAherence to the
noblesi’and best.So the word " piety" has come to a
great meaning in the history of the gouland the chre
After the Reformation there came a period of TRatio:
nalism into the church, in which the intellect me
.held esupreme and the souo negibble.Rut into that
period came the " pietiests", under the leadership
of a man like Philip bnpnpr who ineriested upon the
reading and study of the lele upon prayer, upon
worship,upon devotional 1life,so “hat 1life aes a whole
might be strengthemmd.Devoutness is needed today . Ve
become too superficial in our. “hrlcf19n Iiving beec,
we do not look up enough.Walk ing a1l ng the cﬂnddune
of nrw+hp*n Tndiana,soneone s2id;A11 this eand §

& nothing but =and. " The reply wae + "But sbove
God."Tn the deesert of thie world and life,in the eam
ness of tqlnge and materiale, we come to undarqtand
that above is God and to Hnm we return.We need the
confeccion of sins, the lips moving in praver,save
the mind and the soul of the world.Man is over natur
and under God.We must look up in order to underetand
what is below;we dare not look down =so much,that we
are incapable of believging what is above, (Hough )

A third meaning of word "Godliness" is that of
God-likeness in snirit and in life.The story is told
of Stephen Girard of Phila, whoee boss told him he
must wor' on Sunday,which Stephen refueed to do and
wae fired.,A bank asked for advise on a person for th
owrk of 1he bose, He recommended Girard and “eked why
he said:"Tf a man hase principle like that he ha{,ﬁ

be fepandet upon,"Be 1ike Cod for we are crest

His image.Be like him in character.love enemies, in
His love to men,in his pat®ince, in hie forbea*anoe
in his hopoﬁﬁlneqa in His toil & labor or them,ars He

strives to win the fo
T Himself = .
for t he Vlnpﬂ@m of (‘Od anS make then 1‘{;
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QUALITIES OF CHERST IAN CHARANTER
7 — Brotherly and Divine Tove-2 Petr.1:5%

Rob.Browning in " Death in a Desert! in which he
describes the last daye of John,the apoetle of
love, he has him say;" For life -- is -ust our :
chance of O ' the prize of learning love." Life ig
made for love,not low ,downpulling emotion,but up=-
’QSfEQEg andinspiring affection.As we view Pater's
wdal f ications of a Christian character, we do inde:
realize that love-brotherly and divine love is a
vitl part of fully-rounded out.character.

This love is a fitting subject for Sunday Wbefore
Lent, as well as a moet needed note in the world of
today with its strife & hatred.”e read the epiestle
about love before,which eXpresses in such a worder
ful way,Paul's conclusion & mescage to the Oporinth
who were s filled up with dicssensions, ®s we put
together these various strands, we catch first -

That love is primary quaRlity above all others
in Ohristian 1ife and character., Roth Peter and
Paul insist on love being greater than otherquali
of character. The ancient Greecks thot elosuence
was worth so very much,but that without 1w =2moints

O very little.Wnedell Philipps fellw below. in his
\ Jaddress and gave =s hisreason to a friend;"I had
nox cause to plead."Then ancients thot a great deal
of prophecy,mysteries thru which tried to unravl
future.,Many on that path today again.But of 1little
use iflove of man & God does not rule the heart.
Yuch atfention was paid to knowledge & we still do
today & we neesd to.RBut knowledce in iteself is not
enuf ,to analyse, to synthesize,to be scientifici is
not enuf,but when love ie added then real power
develops out o research and knowlegge.Faith without
-love is of 1little value.May know all doctrines,may
have fullest trust,and yet be hard,as Brandt on
Thsen's great play by that name has no love for
his loved ones,in epite of gr.faith & ruins lives,
ven " charity" the doing of good without 11lve is
not valuable,Just clanging cymbal.Hutt people more .

Py offish charity than do good. Joh.Rojer in The
“Gredat Hunger" tells how Peer had to eww seed in
enemieg' fields in order that he might keep hisg

3 m %
ggu%egglzg; he soul of man * of the worig needs to
> Ter TY muc i 3 *
: Y much alive today througy love
1 2,




In a very magnificent manner the aualities of
love are expresesed,in the root meanings in Peter
& in Paul.Peter-phildelphia" lover of brother and
" agape" highest kind of love.Paul describes love
'in 3 paseive characterietics,8 negative and 4 activ
Love suffereth long( how often we see that in home)
i kind.Love is never envious,does'nt brag,is ‘—)
uneeemly,Seeke not its own,is no' selfish,not
provoked,beareth all things, hoped 2l1 t hingemed
dureth all things.love loses iteelf in other.Tt
has quality of self-denial & sacrifice that is very
magnificent.On t ombstone of David Livingstone theee
_worde in estmineter Abbey;" A man who gave hismel:
at all times=nd everywhere,gave his strength to the
weak,his substance to the poor,his sympathy to the
suffering,and his heart to God." There is a descript
of a loving heart.& ite cualities.

Love-which is brotherly and divine has in it the
cuality of permanence.One of the most magpifirc-net
esentences in all literature is thie one- " L6ve
never faileth. "It looks today as if-it were failing.
Is it ? We have not tried-it.¥nowlegd shal 1 be done
Away,pro-heycy shall cease,but love goes on & 4
one like an endleses stream, It is not essy toﬁ‘i)
to keep submerged moods of hatred.Tt will be easy
to forget that Germans,Ttalian,Japanese are also
God's children.We need to respond to all appeals
for charity today,help as much as we can.We need
to have fellowship of suffering,as we realize that
much suffering is to come upom us.The church today
needs to be an " ieland of canitv", an is®Bnd of
love in a sea of ineanity & strife.Here we must have
a place of refgure for distresced spirite,a high plac
from which to 1o k¥ down upon life'e confusion & get
our bearings again,a ti y cell for Fternity,where
we believe that love will prevail; a eanctuary for
. for Ven's souls where incommunion with God they
may acquire freeh store of comfort & courace and
find new strength for toils of labor =nd home.

Here words .of loye alome ne=d to be spoken,no
word of mmtred."Remember “ealr Harbor" but atove
all "Remember Calvary" the love of God,which needs

to shed abroad in our hearts the love for men



FAITH AND FUNDAMENTAL INSTINCTS

Mystery of Incarnation- Parental instinet in man
Pugaacity- whole of Chr lard and strenuous life,
His summons to follow Him appeals. Befr. cross we
feel fear & selfabsaement,in resurrect.hope & asse
In Church and Saints we come upon gregarious inst
In Holy Communion, Hunger and thirst . :
In sacrament of penance-selfabasment & self asgsert

Dangers in Fundamental Instéhcts
( cf. E.E.Kirk: Some Principles of Moral Theology)
Hunger & thirst sources of gluttony
Pugnacity might go into anger
Se ssertion- pride
Sex -- lust
Acquigitiveness might end in avarcie
8loth might result from too much repression.
En/vy might result fr. combination of all these

Christ Sublimated primtive tnstincts
In Resp. to instinct of hunger- Holy Communion
In resp. to gregariousness - Church & Kingd of God

*‘\Selfggiertion & selfabsaement find their meeting

place in teaching on forgiveness & in crucial para
dox:Whosoever shall lose his life shdl find it
Luke 9:24
Pugnacity is.called out by appeal to follow Him
at all costs.
The two sex instincts- mating and parenthood- are
challenged by His gr. claim to put all under Him.
Acquisitiveness is superceded by Stewardship;®

ere you treasures are there is vour heart."
Qg;iggiﬁy- prim.indinct- Search for & hunger &
thirst aftr reightesouness.Keep on learning. Chr.
teaching, his parables. Ohr. leads on fr.primary
instinet to Himself as the only ultdmate satisfact

/M c¢f. Psychology for Religious Workers by Dewar
b and Hudson,

Man's Approach to God- Cognitive Try to know
God thru thot & meditation. Cf.Frost-"The Art of
Mental Prayer.

cAff:ctive asp. of knwl.of God ( Feeling )Emot
Onative o Purnos
el 2 VO pPose & ative working +twg goal
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Selfknowledge 1 ) Valuable fgr we recogn bad
tendencies in ourselves. elfkm is raod to
underst of other people & to their underatdn of
us. 3) Ign. of self is cause of breakdown, as result
of depress. 4 ) felfkn. is essence of humility &
the foundat of virtues.Recog as we really are.

Keeps us fr.dodging self-ddcept & reveals self to us
Bec.mirror. If we repeecc our faults, we salve

our consc by rationalizat & proxection ( condemn
our own faults in othr people.)

T, ree gr. instincts- selfpreserving-race-
preserv&ng and herd-preserving. Sins are pervergions
of *mese fundamentl forces of personality.

Know sékf- Instincts —-Dispositian— Sentiments
Habits- Master sentiment
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