THE OLD TESTANENT -- COURSE III
( ‘Comrunity Training School-Indplge)

Aim: To zive a better apvreciation of C.T. as a
progressive revelation; to meske it a living and
vital power in lives of te,chers and Christiang;
To give it a tool that might be used intelliz ently

in teaching others.

Value of 0,T. ( Pass out slips to get this reactiol
from scholars- Also to zet Some problems that ouzzle
them in co-nection with 0.¥. ) Tnhe modern aporoach
to 0.T., 1is more historical. ''e note progressive
revelat an 0.T., It is not book of histoyy, not bo k
of science- but a book that reveals spiritual exper
of mankind orf Hebrews and the development of spirit

ideas. We note a man-1l ke conception of God in Gen
and exvress=d in human te ms until we come to the
revealtion of God in Christ. We note the d er elopment
of man with physi al breath to an individual with
spiritual istinct.We see a devlopment of ethical
ideas or the dema,ns of God upon men from an idea whn
Zod tells man to kill others, to a God who -emands
mercy & justice & substitues inward rel:gion for

mere outward moralitye. We start wit h man's suffer

Y ing as divine »nunsihemnt to a snlritual dsicpline
rPhis progressive revelat. of God's truths in the Bil

enables us to harmonize Bible within itself & to
answer more satisfactor 1y some of the seeming contr
dictions. Harm-nize Ps 137 with Sermon on Mount.

We are saved fr. apoligizing for various ideas in

Bible. It restoress to us ~he whole book , so that
we might avporeciate it the more. " God having in
olden times spoken unto the fathers in the provhets
by divers portions, hath au he end of these days
spoken unto us in His sone. Hebrews.

e want to show how some of these gr. thots
develope.and also ry to get a better understanding of
the origin of the various bocks of the Bible as we
try to place them in their setting,

So we get this gen=ral outline:

: I. 0.T7.Canon: The theory of documents out of
“Wntch we zot oub books and writings.General survey
of contemvorary civilizations, 11ke Egyptian,Assyr
and Chaldea,-- The Geograpnic Positions of Palestine
and the imoortance of this place. Documents-

II. The Hexateuch. Je”iﬂlﬂgS—LEtriaTCDS-“”Duy

“x0dus- “11d rness Experiences-Canaan.Literature




ITI. Rise of the lMonarchy- Need of king.- Saul-
David- Solomon * United Kingdom- Art, industry-
Pgalams- Proverbs, 8omng-of Songs- ccle
IV. Divided Kingdom and Provhets of~8th Cente. 722B.C
Nrotherr Kingdom- HElijah-school of prohets- Amos and
Hosea. Southern Kinzdom- I-aish and Micah.
V. EEile and Restoration of JudaB. Decline of Babyl
period- Zephanish, Jer-Nahum- Haba- BExile- Obadiask
Ezekiel- II Isaiah. Holiness C de- Great Reform
Books of law- Deuteronomy 2 :
Vi1.Persian and Gr-ek Period- ~zra-Nehemiah- 2nd templ
Job and probl of rela ions ip.of man nd -od. Jonah
Eccle S5~nz of So gzs- Apocalyptic idea- Daniel.
U Use maps of World at time of Bible. Place the
various civiilizations, such as the &gyoptian, Chald,
Assyrian.

S*ow some of he stones and excavations of
these contem-orary civilizations.

Man of Palestine vproper- showing its size, its
vlace 4h the crossroads of the nations.

The development of literature: Hebrws be:an
tow rite abt. 1000 2.C., T, is means that writing bea
abt the time of the ‘ays of the kinsd. Saul, David
& 8olomon. Gr.literatyr activity be:an abt. the time
of the divide kinzd. In Jydah p ople bezan to
write down the old storils, somgs, laws & ideals
of people. "hey wrote fr. certain viewpoint abt 900
Ssnce Yahwe was their way of thinking of God, their

oc. called J or Jehivah narrative. In northern Xing
in Evhraim anothe «r :»n =satherd histroical records
—athe’ted material under asgnect of Elohim, therefore
E, documents. Abt. 722 these two were dovetailed tzt
A, out 621 reforms under Josiah " books of law " accp
Deuteronomy came into beinza s D. document. One
lezitamate sanctuary. In 597 & 586 exile. Rzekiel
- ¥ Holiness Code ". 4 school then =sathered ritual

of ancient Israel. This is called P document .

Cite Scripture pacssa es: Compare 2 dAiff accounts of
creation in Gen.l and 2JBloh trans. God and Yahwe
transl, Lorde In lst acct. man cr-ated last, in 2nd
1st.In 2nd woman fr. man's rib, in lst together.g
Palnt life in 1lst direct command of God; in 2nd
results fr. mists. Not llosaic authorship, but many
sources. chief J. and B. Yet stories of Gencsis are
way above anything in other nations.
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Babylonia and Assyria :
Valley of Mesopatamia, watered by Tiszris & “uphrate
Stone diff. to obtain., Caly in abudnace. Caly table
used for writing material.Cities built on terraces
of bricks. Cities bullt on-ruins of older cities,
which had b-en destroyed. -

Prehistoric period 4500 B.C. Semites fr.-Arbais.
Period of Sumerians into Babykon fr.Bast. Tney
W developed a system of writing. Clay writing mat
pictorgravh used. Gradually Cuneiform figures de
veloped out of this.
Pre Babylonian period. 3200 B.C,
Barly Babykonian Period bezan with reigb of
Hammurapi and cont. till 1050 B,C, He Was gr. ad
minstratro, & conqueror, codified laws of “Babylon
na. inscribed these on stone pillars which was set up
in temple of Marduk at Sabylon. These laws have been
recoved & are va;uable. ( po 313 -Baron Arbh & Bible)
Early Assyrian period. 2000 :,C. abt.1430 indepe
They had vital & important part in history of Hebr.
Sennacherib.
Persian period lasted r. 538~ 331 B.C.
Greek nd Pargfhian veriod Ajexnader Gr. 331 3.C.
To “aylon & to oypt mankind owes the working out
of initail probesl of civilization, n~rocess of
‘griculture,makins of bricks, working of stone, ma
facture & use of ordinary implements o” life, m= hem
~& astronony.

Palest ne a small world in itself. Ear y stone
a e. Late stone aze. The Ajorités,The Camamnites,
Ezgyptina dom'nztion, Hebrews, Phil&stine civilizat.
debrw kinzd. he exile & after. Samaritans,ilex Gr.
The laccabes, Lsmoneans, Rome,

llpabite Stone

The stone foung on the nortn shore of he rive
Arnon. Upper protion gscen by German clergyman in 68
French scholar Clermont- Ganneau also after it.oth
zovt dedrious of havinz it. Arbains to get more mone
for it br-ke it up.Freonch obtained it & put pieces
together. ( 363 Barton Archeol. |

Rosebta Stone of vital importance.Found in
W Ezypt in Napoleon's time Set up abt 200 .C.Inse
in 3 4diff kinds of writing.In 1802 placd in B itsi
museum.In 1818 J an F.Champollion,F-ench scholar
studi d stone. Greek, Coptice and E.ypt. Only grad
d=ciphered, but then opend up gr. storhouse of infor




BRIEF CHRONOLOGICAL CHART

2500 B.C. Amorite inviasion . .
2000 Abraham - Hammurabi (.2123) Hzypt MiddleKing
1220 Exodus of Israel fr,igypt
1200 Hebr in wilderness- Trojan “ar-S,ria & Damsacus
Babylon expanded- Exypt decline

1000 B.C. . David king over Judah
93% divided monarchy a
22 Assyrians captured Samaria ‘u’
621 Deuteronomic Reform in Jeru.
597 Jerusalm cantured by Nebuchadrezzar of Babylon
586 Sepond cavtivity
444 Nehemiah returns to Jerus to rebuild
398 “zra came.law read. )
332 Alexander conduers Syria

Various nations held it.

Greek period 332~ 135



OLP TESTAMENT CANON
In 621 veople pledged themslves to keep laws.
In 398 peov e accented Priestly ( P ) su zestions
The nrouhets -~ 2nd deivions of canon gradu .1y proec
200 B.C.Prophets became to be recogbized as fully
canonical,& authoratative. |
Tpe Writings like Ruth, Psalms, Job, Prov,Song of
!l’ Solo on were the last to be recogbized.
: It was not until after the destruction of Jer
in 70 A.D. and in the year 90 A,D, that the Rabbini
cal Council closed the 0.T. at place called Jamnia.
Accepted finallyas official in 118 A.D,

K
: THE HEXATEUCH , fecks 2k ¢ *%@:ﬁ\ o
The Beginnings- Creatlon of Man and YWorld The vite
importance ig in the high gpiritual tone which is
very evident, Not a historic record, but an inter-
pretation of the development. The B&ginning of Sin
A gr. problem which has always puggded folke. Here
one of the most beaut ful & Ooetl exores &pns
that entire phase #a
Tve Patriarchs: Abr reatness l les™¥in leavingd
surrounding that was narmful & go ng into hew 1 £
He is the gre. thinkdr on the ONE Aod,ﬁgbﬁayc-
In Jacob we find a further spriitual development
as _he zrew older. Wre \111" with ioﬂ is ddep insizghi
into transformation which took place.,

The story of Jogevh is of vital imoordtnce. X
There were still all kinds of primitive relig
customs.Several wives, s@lives held, idols found in

tents, stone oiled & worshio- institiuled. Yet we
find a separationfr. paganism round abt.Nation to
be a Dblessing- child sacrifice not to be verformed ,
Nobility of character placed Jospeh high above. |
Egypt- How Jewish tribes grew there. In touch |
with ancient civlizatione. Became se tled, used to
farming. Fha< J« ) Weentp * |
ilderpes® 1if a period of growth & stru::le |
NeW’comwuq1ty O”Hod moulded into whole, le-al code
orzanizedjustice admlnlstered gpecialization_of th
priesthond .A deever relig llfe developed. S iritu
exnerd nce Moses gr. leader " od taught him every
thing which every student shoulg disover in tle
course of time.
Canaan- Joshua & Judhes const.warfare, cont.deWel
Tribal sense strong, yet gr. unity.Indisustrial
life prozr, a*rluluurﬂl a fopward mor<“aﬂt. g
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The Rise of the lMponarchy IIT .

Ag Judges took holg of things % brot some sort of
order out of the chaos, it was natural that some sort
of king should arlse. Ve have heroic incidents like
that of rideon, Damson, Jepthah and the last of the
Judges was Samuel, He had profound influence, bec of
his deev spirituality. Transit. brot resp- snibility

Philistine & threatened. United action necessary._
Saul. He had diff.task of mouldlng DeOUle into
one. Lifeof Saul I Sam 9-31 Cf. ‘s "sSaul"

EmmaanNature in the Bible Phelns. %ﬁﬁ%ﬁmo gi,
David- Beautiful Friendship of Dav & Jon&than. facd
military task, making peovle solid, Philistines, make
border safe Real greatn. of David. dgifficult to ach.
Became an qbsoluue manarch, Industrial activtyg bldg
Taxes heavier, neovle serfs of kinz. Morals rather
lose as yet. urqai in war, immorality. Yahwe was the
ward-zod of peovnle.Literature of this: period was al
~here. Lament over Saule. The Psalms.Some of these,
of course ascribed to PBavid ( 73 in Hebrew & 69 in
Sevtuagint ) In Ps. look into hearts of all saints.
A song to be used in worship. -‘ouzh outline of Ps,.
Book I Ps.l-41- Doxology 41:13; Book II. 42-T72, Doz
72:18; Bo 'k III 73-893; Book IV. 90-10863 V- 107-150.
Sjnonymous Prallelims, 1nt1thet10° Synthetic, & ‘i)
Cli nlﬁic po 123 Culler ) Real ‘ma ination.
omon- Last of 3 kinzgs over united kingdom. A
diff. job, revolting Deople, growing commerce; Inter-
national relations, home policy- gr. bldgs, royal
court , cha{nzinz customs - pomp & pageantry, foreign
influencesg., Hea'y taxes- wisdom & yet weakness., He
ad something to do with Proverbs, Song of ongs &
Eccl., altho finally added to & not adopted until mch
later. Proverbs not compiled until 50 B.C traces of
Persian & ebr lite. Eccl. later vproduc. "ient@dl Cyin

Jastrow." Very pecsimit ic ou look upon 1life. hat
Wh-ole literature of vpessimism might be worthy of tud
Turzenev Virsin Soil,%als worthv " T0O let "Hardy

Jude the Obscure "T e Dynasts “Svomnds Jne. The 1_s8t
Doubt, Owne Mer@gith ! anderei& Marah.'Thomson Jamnes.
Steﬁnen Philps "Chrigt in Hadesg" "
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. DIVID®D KINGDOM --EXTLE —-
Division - 938 B.C.
Northern Division

till downfall 722
Proph.Elijah,Elisha

during Ahab
Prpoph.Amog 755
Hosea-~ 750

Southern Kingd or Judah
Divigion 937 B.0,
18 kings,l queen- till exile
688 B.0,
Prophets Isddah 740-7ee
Micah,abt 735-700
7th Gentury Prophets

Jeremiah abt., 626 B C.
Zephaniah abt LZO
Nahum ab¥. 608

Habtakuk abt.600

to 588

Fxile~- 593
Fzekial N
Obad iah 586

Isaish (408%c.

RESTORAT ION

Captured 722 B.C. Lost Tribes

( 8th Cent.Provhe

) 545

RPSDration577 B.C.

Hageal 520 H,C.

ZeChPflaﬂ

Malachi

Joel

Zechariah

Jdonah abt. 400

Daniel 1288 R.C.

( Fzra- Nehem 1igh
eforms 458- 4322

- W

Growth of

Judaism.Ale-ander th

legaliem

- Great 232.Egypt.Infl
Rige of Phaits, Sadd.Essens Greek, Maccab. 168
Roman rule 63 B,Q,.




DiVIDED K INGDOM

933 B.C. Israel- Jeroboam- Judah - Rghoboam
Digruption has its causes far back in nistory/D*ff
spirit betw. Judah & Evhraim. Burden of taxation.An
absolute moarch could not suit thrawm. Relizious
innovations in Temple.Rehoboam arrozant.

Prophets of great st importance in this period

First Eli jaﬂ & then Elisha.

Egth Centt.provhets; TIn Israel-Amos, Hosea
? In Judah-Isaiah T40- 700; Micah 735=T700.

Northern Ki gdom or Israel: Ahab one of main
kings. Relig.drew away fr. Jerusm. Onw idoals & wor
ship Gr/cain economically. lfuch advancement thru
tribute fr.lMoab. Trade. Increasing luxury. Anab
ivory palace disc. by excavations. Religion became
sort of nature worship. Male & female deities, Baal
& Baala-h, the givers of fertility were wprshipved.
Sacirices & agrcilproducts offered. Elijal arose

9 Troubler in Israel." Won victory over Baal's
pirests at 1it. Carmel. His courage in facing Ahab
when taking Naboth's vingyard. School of provhets.
( I XKgs 2:7 ) It was outwardly a gr period, nut

\mora1s were low; graft, bribery & dishonesty. |
Qe Ames, nwonhet s oeke a8 he came fr. southe.His
ntral note is Righteouness. He felt relig. should
be part of life- a Pevolutionayr note. wen |
Hosea hag astriking personal eXpereince which
“he translates into = mes-cage for he veonle. Out
of north."The Ssnner Beloved " By Osgood, a very
venetrating study of Hosea. He has an unfaithful |
‘'wife, yet he loves her. Yahwe is merciful & loves
an unfaithful Israel. This is first note of love |
in 7.T. 1I.Home wrecked beec of unfaithfulness.ll.Nat
wrecked ( 4-10 )Reemptive lo e of God ( 9-14 ) He
assertéd that rod was Zod of agriculture as well as‘
any other woas/ ie attaekced hillside worship. |
Isaih in mouthern kingdom was of prinsely j
origine A high type man. His'life dominated by his |
5 rel_o.vxoerience in temple. He has a twofold message
one that nation is corrupt & must be punsihed. |
ond  od controls all aTrairs of men/ He posseds |
~a rare mind, had gr. enegry & force. a deep sniruu§
m-ture & was a zood stabesman. 9 L 1-F
Mgggh_( 608 B.C-)He was a country man come to
Jerug 1lme to live. He could Bee the city wickedness
& denounc d ite. S,00d for righteousness. lci 6:6-8

finest expre. of literature in 0.T. |

i
|
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Exile and Restoration of Judah RaFlerumess -
Samaria fell in 722 B.C.a17,220Pusll e, . '
Ju ah continued to e: ex1st. Same of kings: Josiah, Je=-
hdéahaz, Zedekiah. Provhets: Jeremiah,Zéphaniah,Nahum.
Habakuke.

Jeremiah ‘concerned with the time previ ous to the
destruction & canture of Jeruse. “out 586 B.C. g
It was during his time that gr. Reform under Jos
was carried on. Deuteronomy found in temple & read,
But Jeremiah had little to do with thate. His task was
to wanr Deoole fr. entangling alliances with other
veople., ( S™fan Zweiz's “Jeremiah ) ( Rebel Provhet
dordon ) Flint-like heroism of this man of *od.

Zephaniah- citizen of Jerusalm. Aristocrat. Scyth
ina invaiosn threzteend. He spe_ks of it as the awful
Day of Detruction & it is due to sins of pecople. No

=

‘constructi e aponeal. Nahum has very little to say th

ig constructive., T emé of Nahum is fd 1 & destruction
of Nineveh, capnital of ss¢r1a. People rejoiced bhec,
enemy was to be dotroyed.
" Habak uk- deals with problem of Fod's justice in-
ezard bto invasion of Chaldeans. ‘uch wrongz, yet Chal
are used as instruments? 'hy oes God do that? h
2r. word is in Hab 2:4,5. Just shall live by fai
which iuther used as his mottoe. New idea to challenge
& question *0d. ¥aith is achieVement
Exile in Babylonia: Hzekiel, Obadiah, II Ig iah,
Ez.father of Judaism: e had to encourage deonle &
to develop real relz. life & ideas, e was a priest.
Holinecss Code. He had to show them that remain yrs.
in Babyl. Onen ey~s to true situat. He brot. t6 fore
gr. individual respo. Va 1ye 6Ff Dry Bones.-( 37 ) Rive
of 'Lite ( 47 ) Keen up morale of neovle.étsblworhsi
forms & priestly code, Beginning of synasgog.
538.B.C., CVﬂuC king of Persia igsued order that
Jerus, be rebuilt. Is.II had been one of the nroonets
who ‘encourazed peonle. The pronhets who encourazed
Hebrw. in rebulldingw ere Ea;;@i & Zechariah. 520 B.C
Ha a2l says they had time to rebuilt homes, they ouszh
ot .rebhuild temple. Zecharian thru vigions & svmbo.
‘ o i gk A} —— \
sve hope to returned Theople Obadiah reflects
bitter natred‘agaﬁn“* idom & desire f6r revenge .The
provhet Malachi same'attitude, a |tho he tsgets self to
encouraze fa ﬁth. Joel sisnificant for 2:28,29. "hree
fold “°1aﬁut locuts, drought & conflgrat.lay of
reckoninz at hend . ‘

de
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0.1, Péreian and Greek Period

People had chance to return to Jerusalem & to rebuilld
Various prophets has encouraged them.
Nehemiah, alayman then was given conset to go to Jer
and he fired the people with enthusiasm and also syst
the work so that temple & walls could berebuilt.
r—\Ezra, the scribe, meserved andinterpreted the
iaw and priestly c=ide of the work. Came fr.Babyl
abt. 398 B.C. Must have be=n a gr. day when law was
read to the people in an eight day assembly. The ob
servance of the ceremonial law was essential. With
thlis movement came the spirit of Pharisees. Separat
fr. heathen people round about stringent.
It is possibly in this period and time that the law
was collected & elaborated. Scribed wanted to make
Jews very narrow. It was at this time that little
book of Ruth was written by one who wished to be
more tolerant. Moabitess woman marrying a Jew. It
was a story of interracial marriage beautifully told.
Rydyard Kipling&s story "Without Benefit of Ciergy "
is akin to this.love story of “ngl & Hindu womane.
Prophet Jonah or rather the book under that name
es into this same period. It is one of thf finest
books in the Bible when we get its message. Jonah
is a narrow, intolerant Hebrew.Jealous of otle r peopl
Sharp contrast is drawn betw. God's allencompasd ng
love & Jonah's exclusiveness. The last verses of th
last chapter tell the story.
Book of Job comes into this period of the history
of the Jews. One of the great problem poems or eipcs
of the worl .The proble is that of sugfering, why do
righteous suffer. Do good always receive goodness?
Friends hold that Job suffers bec he has sinned, or
that it si disciplinary. At last he sees God and real:
thatGod does not take away sufferin§, but gives the
strength to carry on. Cf.Aeschylus Promethue Bound
Goethe Faust - Wells Undying Fire- Andreyev-Anathema
Byron-Cain-Mark Twain- Mysterious Stranger. Jacob
Roth novel- Job gives modern setting,
Greek Period when Alexander the Great in 332.
Aster nis -death a time of turmoil. Jews suffered
muche. Sirugzle of the Maccabeans comes into this
period. Xn intesne strugzle. Grrek thot influenced.
St ory of Esther a pilcture of this period. Book does

not mention God. It is a capital story. It has been
used by Jean Racine ind aram Bether, John Masefield

in Esther. Arnold Bennett " J,dith.

.




Dgniel is a book of this period and gives us a gr.
insight into it. It is fairly relibale. It was writtn
to encourage the people of the Jews, who had such
troublesome times & were sore afraid. Apocalyptic
literature was bron in this time. It zave in cryptic
form a sketch of events & tries to inspire new hope
into the hearts of the people by referring to the
jcoming of ¢ Christ .Symbol of statmm 1s vivid ofll/
history- Babylomian, Medes, Persian and Greek.

Je s saved in flery furnace, also as Daniel pur
poseth in his hert to wroship :od.

Laws-Prophets and vtkting-.

BOOKS FOR REFERENC

d

Matthews 0.T.Life and Literature

Culler - Creat ive Religious Literat ure
Balley-Xent-History of Hebrew Comudnwealth
Knudosn- Relig.Teachings of 0.T.

Smith J.M.P, *The Prophete & Thédkr Times
‘H.Creelman- Introduction to 0.T.

Hast ings Dictionary of Bible
Barton's Archeology o6f Bible
Béwera Literature of 0.T

w " T 4 ¥ ] ~
Fleg—- Li‘e of Yogés
Zwelp— Jereniah
Battinghaus H. M., "The Bible T
5 ; R e -] ey T2 o
Kent C.T. Narratives of Begin Hiat
Lce



FREEDOM THROUGH TRUTH
John 8:32

Poster by Rockwell Xent for Bible Sunday depichs
glave with slavish expression upholding the Bible
as the source of freedom and liberty. The light
falls on his face,but especially on Scrlptures. 11
the lines seem to converge on the Sacred Writings.

We have ah illustration here of Jesus word!' "¥e °
“snall know the truth & the truth shall make you free
Freedom does come thru Truth.Our age needs this gr
message and thought. It strikes home with a special
emphhsgis during this Advent season.

Freedom and Truth have both been eclipsed,have
been cast into the shadows. Men have become slaves
In the context of Jesus! words we realize that Jews
had'been slaves to Fgyptiane, Assyrians,Greeks and
at the time to the Romans.They prided themselves on
their liberty as song of Abraham,but Jesus shows
them "that everyone that sins is a2 slave." That is

why Jesus offers this greater freedom,which they do
not understand.Ye shall understand truth & it shall
free you. In our day,we also seem to have taken free
dom % liberty for granted."Liberty is dead" says a
prussolini."We spit on freedom" is word of a Nazi.
bictatorship is rife.People a~e not alloved to think
as they please,or to speak out their ipnermost ideas
& ideals, or do dispose of one's goods & one's per-
son ag one sees fit. There is not freedom of con-
science,not the 1'berty to worship according to the
dlctates of one's conscience. Missionariéds are crusk
ed in their ef ‘orts to procl~im Gospel, the Word of
God is cut to suit the fancy of certaln leaders.Pgn
slogans come to the fore. "hat is even Worse more &
more people are becoming.slaves of their appetites,
the material,the outward,to their passions,slaves
to seliwill. It is high t1me that we thlnk gb out
deeper freedom and liberty again. Ve are enchained
by circumstances in life,by the problems and the
perplexitles to an alarming degree.
Jesus said;" Ye shall “know" or " understand" th
eruth and it shall free you.L.Hough in " Free Men"
says:" In order to think at all men must be free to
think, to weigh alternatives, to distinguieh and

deliberately to follow their decj

it
are responsible, In science,in a%%lgg'llggﬁgt%%g
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~only free men can produce anything worth while.Sch

freedom must be freedom-in-law and not freedom-from .
law. Freedom means more than to do as you please, or

to obtain education,to be free from inhuman treatmen

to assume responsility accord., to om's capacity.Free

dom it truth.® means 2 full commitmento God in whos

-love & service man becomes truly free.Perfect .
freedom is captivity to the divine.lLuther says]‘i'

" a free man is enslaved to no one andyet slave to
all."Loyalty to Cnrist produces greatest freedom.To

“know Jesus and His Word is to' really be free.He is
life's greatest liberator. We therefore need to be
loyal-to Christ to be really free.We often give firs
class loyalties to 2nd-class insights and 2nd class
logadrties to to matters of vitdl significance.Only
as we commit ourselves to some master, to some great
idea, to great cause, to great person do we really
become freelin ourselves,Truth alone can free us.

" Out of.Prison" by F.Werfel telle how he had freedo
of soul because he still thot of service to men. Tew
swallows build their nest,raised their young & found
freedom even in prison walls. 2

It is this freedom to-do mhat one pleases,whigk
is most difficult of all to obtain & to follow-‘:l
out,but which is most worth vhile.It is fascinating
to trace the story of how the truth in Christ has
really freed men. From German prisons have come a
series of writinge & letters " T Was in Prison' in
which the authors cannot say much about conditions.
But theyx write "It is most wonderful to read the
Bivle at sueh times.How alive it suddenly becomes &
hew real,if"seems to have been written for peisoners"
The Bible as a force for*freedom & liberty in the
lande where it is held high is indeed inspiring.
Bducat'ionally spearing we owe more to the Rible
than any other book. Higher education’as well as
elementary education has been infl@jir®d & freed by
spirit of Scriptures.”ilberforGe was 1ed to free
slaves thru the sprit of Christ & the Bible, «

- Lord Shaftesbury inspired to champion the causeﬁjﬂ
of downtrodden workers in Fyg@lnd in same mannet,
The difference between Latin American countries and
Ngrth<American countr ves is due to larger inwardness
of spiitual life in the north & the

; 7 : influence of
Bible. "et us appreciate our inhers nce of the

tance,



THE BI‘BLE m‘ mm LIFE.
s g
A LIVI“G BQEK lE A 1IVING AGE.
This behexaticn has been characterized by one |
who has studied it as one that is digsatisfied with
t he past It is a keenly eritical gene*atwon. bvery-.
thing ig judged. It dis an alert & inguiring ~enerat,
’ Leadm guestions are being asked. 1t is & generat
B - - i ideali of extremes. Ipgs this atmosphere every
thing is beln€> revoltionizeds whether we want %o rel
cognize it or: not, “thines are changing. Heligion is
'uAaer oing & revolutlun. Attitudes are becorJna aif:
_~Evertw3rf is taken under the mlcroscore & be ing ex-
amined. Some folks protest against this. We don't
want our relig.beliefs, our Bibles gquestioned.How-
“ever we need not fear, if Christianity, if the Bible
* gannot ®tend a fatr crltlclsm & examining, they 4o
‘mot amount 10 very mueh, They & re able to withstand
any attack made. |
: " 'he Bible is today the center of interest. 1t |
is being studied mqre today than every before.dgme |
shudy it %o fight against 1t some to ﬂyhold it. |
Wrat are we £0. belicBe about the Bible.? Pirst of a:
‘eu us convince ourselves that . it is '70**"“ while }
1d\ring. Ts it stidll a Book.for our age and 'ti
Ig it & 11vwnb igsue . We ~do mot want fo £081 arov nd
5 with something that is.out of.date, that is dead.
Phe Biblé ignindeed & liwing.book in a-living age.
ror the woxrd of God-issliving.It enters as'a gword
“deer into the human heart, -however not to destopy
but rather to kindle, so that out .of death fThere
< may come lifes = :
= ; The Bible is indeed-a living book, for' it has
life-din its It -comes out of life..You always hear
voices when you came neaxr the Bible. It is the greaf
‘revealer of human nature of live “Llan beings that
there issYowuw near men ua*nlnb witheager zest you
.~ hear -them pleading,youn hear them “rddLnO, yoh nedr
~ thex weef:ng, yous Pear them singing. People are
abusy about all the intexests O0f life, gude 1nb,
‘&a‘rc}";ing, trading. - Ail itse" characters are true to
vlife. They are not painted.ae beyond the hu iman pale,
>‘rather uker are hery RUMB o :
. & Che Bible has i@/ At the life of Unrist and God
.+ Mhe Bihle is:abook in whieh.God is the hero.He seek
men. fhey turn from him. ne does nol give them up.
He gives to them those vital leaders Lthe prophets.

<
i
|
|
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gives them poets whose Irearts slow with 1ife.At
last he send the very life.itself, Jesus Christ, Lif
is transfigured as we wafch Jesus as he lives among
men. &t length he gives his 1ife. And then brushing

‘aside @ ath, he oprens the doors of a new life. You

cannot imrpison this sort of'a book with vital life

- 4n it. We feel the heartthrob of God. « -

Out of such a book there streams life,It is a
1iving books because it sends out life.lhe histogan
Green says of Enpland, It became a nation of one

“ book and that book the Bible. That Bible transformed
" i%. Here we have another proof tht the Bible is a2

living book. It bas & tremednuous influence upon 131z
all of life. It showg it vitality in ‘its influence
ppon living men and vital problems. The fact that
hurdreds and thousands are studying it today to solv
problems of industry, of nationsl relations, of bus

4ness shows that it is considered as vital . Glandik

studied it to b lster non-cooperation, MeDonald of
mn;land to bake the labor lMovemern®t, Nash .for businec
réscons etc. It is & social dynamite &nd has in trub
turred the world up side down It is not a dead book
g8 Voliaire prophesied, bul the very same .p,ace fror
which he prophesied has hecome & Sivle distributing
agency. Men are recognizing the trushh. of Jesus
Christ as essential to life. It :is the dynamie
for the renewal of the life-of the world,
Y However the Bible shows it vitality im another
sense. Coleridze the great poet says, "The Bible

inds me" therefore I consider it greats You cannot
dnderstand Xtianity without putting it into costrol
of your life. 4 young girl baving studied the Bible
said, I thought I was ali e, but now I-realize Tat
1 was only going throvgh the motions.” Hyman 1life i:
the look. Jesus-is the key. The key: fits the lock,
opens the door to new hope. S ;

¢he Bible must: find me, -must 'become vital in

my life. tvwo great men lived a} the same time .Both
were interested in the Bible,.“rasmus a great Frof.
of the middls ages, was interested in the translat
of the N.T.He wanted a® scientist to get.the pu St
text, Martin ILuther algo wanted to tranglate if
He wanted it to become lving in the heazts of ©
the people. One locked at the Bible more from the
inte?lectual angle, the other from the heart angle.
Phe Bible must become to as & matter of the heart.

-




THE BIBLE GOD'S WORD,
L ~ Hebrews 1:1,2, :
vir walter scott was lying on his death bed.
He expressed a wish that someone might read to him.
The questionz was asked from what book. He said,”
"Need you aske. There is but one-The Bible", Truly. -
. @R1is a great testimony’to the Bible.It is from this
- W¥ngle, with this spirit thal we would approach the
great and momentous guestion as to what the Bible is
There is more danger in our day and time, that the
Bible will suffer from neglect, rather than criticis
Much centers today on this question, To many the .
Bible, as a book has become & god which they worship
Here we must say that it is rather an aid to believe
and not an object of worship.Others again want to
-glaim for it trat it a text . book on science. They
want to find in it everybhing imaginable. The'Bible
is not such & textbook rather it is a textbook on
religion-and rel gious eXxperiences and that is where
we must kcep it. It is that book in which God ‘has
revealed himself  to men. .

There are many obther bodks that claim to be
Qirectly insired of God. According to the Moahmedn
Wica the ¥Yoran was writien in heaven, word gor word

and then it was sent %o Mohamed.The Mormon Bible was
also engraved on plates in heaven.’hen God buried
these these plates on earth, disclosed their hiding
vlace to.7oseph Smith, whob- Lhen translated it ver-
bally. Here are some books that also lay claim to
God's Word. We call the Bible God's Word. What right
have we to ecall it that. What is it that ma‘es the
Bible different than any obher book on this wide
world? =

The Bible claims foxr itself that is God's word.,

To the @hris ian the Bible must be far more thana
human book. Bhe various writers of the varioushHooks
of the Bible claim to have written under the direct
direction of God. A commdn Way of expressing it by
he prophets were the words, -"This saith the Lord”,
, thet sense of a mission, that sense of feeling
“that God is in back of one. Jesus and his gpostlkes
recognized the 0.T. a8 the word of God. ‘Man shall
not live by bread alome, but by every ord that pro-
ceedeth out of the mouth of God. Jesus guoted again
& again "It is written" Jesus said "The scrip tre
cannot be broken. Paul writ-s to the “orinthinas




p. that his message was recdived as God's
spostles were promlsed direct, guidance by the Holy
Spirit. When a bock lays claims like that, it must
also through its entire" ‘characters anc conuents prove
that its“so.%ne Bible is not such a “Book as man could
have written if he ‘wodld, or would have ‘written If Je
-could. Its entire ante nt 18 on soch“a hish ‘pléne
its mespage i8 so Jifferent, 'ifs atmoOHhere is“one
‘sugh & hl;h oré, its influence ‘upon lives df-of @&
guch.a nature, that we cannot help bub recogri ze
as the ﬁovd 5f Goa.Ifs exalt d characuer its truths,
.it8.morals, ites hOpes which ETH pires, its dl“ﬂ“ﬁj
the loftiness of its’clainme m e it stand out Leé Dby
,~its teachings Mer Have been brouzht to God, Tney ‘have
- found a Savior <ihey have practiced a d1¢f llfe, the
‘have cnerlu“ed.¢n alernal hopes.

T+ is the sole and infa®lible guide of- falth and
.1ife. We find ﬁn the Bible ne elaim to verbal insplrl
“afion, that every word is just-'so, that every dot"&
$ittle is uheﬂ‘e *rom_eue*n*ty. &od did net - use the
‘men who Wrote the Bible as 'phonog raphic plates on:

w ich to engrave his" teachings. God spofky) to the ' men
of olden times, in accor whth thelr glfts their:1limi
tations, thier times. We must recobplze the vart of
men in the c-eation of the’ wlble. he writers of %
ible @ God's spirit come into tThem; ¢lothe it-
“Mself into their clracteristics and pass’ out intos
he. world. Theee® men investisated, like Tuke, they
‘studied, they me@itated, theyw ere ‘inspired, moved
" horne. along. A" poet said that he fel t something .
greater taking hold of him and ircpiring him , o8
“that he just Le¢t as an instrument’.s Thie poem’ grows
out of life, out of the heart. To write deeply a
. man must live de ply. We cannot say where the leﬂne
.ends and the human begins .
T These men Were "Cod-garry ying people”. They were
_receivers of God and revedlers of him. They Bible
is a -progressive revalt;pn of God's will, @ne'can
note the gr-wth of ideas, the growth of the ‘consept
of God. One cédn see the dee ening of spiritualk life.
" Beligion finds its highest revelaulon in Jesus
Chrlst. The gosples therefore stand supreme in
the Bible, er they bring-us tre Christ.
rranklin and the booz of Ruth and the French
Society . Lord help ue to know Thywills Vi

_
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¢ THE USEoOl “HE BIBILE,
. or ;
Interpretation of Bible. 4cts 1711,
rhis is xally Yay. Any congregation that ants
to rally in the right spirit must rally about the
Bible. rrom it must flow the spirit that will make
Mus a real Bible studying church, in 5.5., in League
in confirmation and in services. We ought also get
together for more informal study of the Bible, in
which we could face some of the problems that face
us, On this rally day let us then meditate how we
mightget hold of the Bible more effectively, so
that it might become a greater power in our lives.
1he Jews rallied about the law -duriing Nehemiah's
time. When Paul preached in Berea the people gather
ed about the Bible to find out whether the words of
Paul were in reality God's Word. rhats the spirit
in which we must approach the Bible.iie actually
need a revival of ‘the use of the Bible today. "e
talk about, but very few use it to make it their ow:
In using and in interpreting the Bible we can
learn from that church in Berea that we should firs
@of all be intelligent, openminded in its peruvsal,
Lhe reading of the Bible, every day, should be one
of ‘the foremost dutjyes of the Christian.Read it not
so0 much just by chapters and verses, but in passage!
Think about certain verses.kead the Bible itself, ni
not books about it, not commentaries, but the book.
A1l this should be done in an intellectual way.lhe
braing have been given us by God to use.To find the
truth, to think about it is a worthy employmeht of
your brains. This explanation of the Bible is not
merely an idle effort. It means much in ¢ nduet jusi
how the we interpeet things.llany immoral deeds were
dormitted in the past, because of false explanation
Polysamy was considered right, because the O.T.was
explained mechanically. The burning of witches, on
any pretense was consiered right at one time. Slave:
efe ded from the Zible, the getting drunk was de-
ended from the' Bible.If you take na isolated text
you ean prove anything from the Bible.Such a mechan:
cal explanation of the Bible leads nowhere. We must
use our minds too.4et the idea that it was written
for Jews and Greeks. It was written in a certain
geographical and historical setting. rhe literary
form should be considered. & study of the meaning

—




words is at times essentdal.We should use all of the
gifts in an intellectual way to study the Bible.

. However the mind in itself is not enough to read
to study, to interpret the Bible. We must go deeper.
The Bible should be used with reverence., There is &
diff.betw. it and oth.books.It is God's Word.iie treat
religious things too flippantly. e too often use
the Bible language and quote it in jest and esteens
it too lig tly. ihe Bible is serious book and brings
g serious message.Christ should be our teacher, as he
was to the two at Emmaus.ie should find out with humb!
careful and earncst study the mind that was in Christ
A1l of it must be interpreted in the spirit of Jesus
Christ, as a whole.I like to think of an ancient sain
John Woblman, who took out his Bible and if something
was not clear to him, he would kneel down in prayer
and listen quietly and attentively to that which God
had to say to him out of his word. Thus he gained con;
vietojon for his utterance. Geo Jiueller studied the
Bible the same way in the spirit of prayer. Are we
willing to sit down with the Bible and 1listen to the
will of wod and what God has to say to us for our in-
dividual problems.

Use the Bible also with confidence.It is en
titled to .such confidence,Ilts claims are great, bu
its character sustaisn these.lo read the Bible hald
doubting will not bring the best results.lhousands
. cling to it because they have experienced the power
that wert out from it. It is in this spirit that we
want to use it also.Ilts worth and power is attected
not merely by the information it gives us, but by
what is moves us to dos What does its spirit suggest
to us that we might d40%? %4n 0ld man said to some peop
please bring me the Bible. When they brot it, he shod
them where he had tried out mny script.passages in
his life & d then had written in back of these the
one word "proven".Have we confi dence in the Bible to
such.an extent that we are Tready to try it out?Will
we prove it in our life.Approach your problems in
1ife from this angle of the Bible. The problem »
approach, no matter what the problem is vital &
gripping.

What & bleming such a study wuldbring about
in our individual lives and the congregationj



V.
THE PURPOSE OF THE BIBLE.
II.Tim.5:14"160 i’
Quiney says that there are two kinds of books,

_or two kinds of literature, namely that of knowledge

I

and that of power. He then classifies the Bible with
the books of power. 1t is but natural to put it in
' that categpry, for it is a book of power.iWe think
of it. as a living book,as the Word of God, as a book
that stands heads and shoulder above any other book.
e are sure of it s uniqueness, of its power. we be~
lieve in it. At times though the gquestion rises in
mondern minds, what is the. purpose, the ovject of a
book of this kind? Wny do we need such a book?
Various passages show us clearly just what the
purpose of the Bible is. We have One here in which
the apostle Paul has written to Pimothy. He speaks
of the ve ue of kpowing the Bible for youth and then
he speaks of its value for all of life., Its purpose
might be expressed in these words. It is a book of
power which God has given us to make our life well
‘rounded out. It should come into our lives and give

,&pnm that completeness which we 211 long for,

The purpose of the Bible is that we might be=
lieve, that we might be made wise unto sglvation
through faith in Jesus Christ, The Bible is then &
book which deals with our inward life and is t6 be
wsed as a textbook to.lead us closer to God.

rhe story is told of a group fo traveler sittin
about the fire at night and telling of their losses.
One told about the loss of his wealth, the other
spoke avout the loss in his family etc. rinally
they turned to one and asked him what have you lost.
He replied my loss is th worst of all, for I have

.'1ost a believeing heart.All admitted that his loss

was the most dsngerous. Lo lose a belieiving heart,
to be cynical, to be deubting ig truly a great loss,
The power. of the Bible has enabled many & man to re-
gein and also to make more firm the faith in Jesus.

™S ohat is what the Bible must mean %o us. It must

“make Christ more meaingful and vital to us,’ Savanarc
‘preached avout Christ and one day in his sermon he
said to his people, "Florecne behold thy king. He

| g the Lord of the universe and would be thine.Wilt
thou have him for king?" With a ready response they
replied, "Yes Christ out king"'. It means more than
saying it tho, it means a real taking of him into
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our hearts. Voes the Bible make me familar then with.'
the great doctrines and teachings about God, about
Christ? . '

To a well rounded life mus come the growth of
the mind. Every scriptu. is profitable for teaching.
The Bible's purpose is to teach usthe great' truths
about God, about Jesus Christ, about salvation,abe=t
eternity and etenral values.lhere is'nt another
book that can compare with it in this respect. Missio
" J.M,Hess in Maduras,Inddd, interested his students in
classics, like Shakespeare., They had to look up the
various script.references and alusion. In this way
they were drawn to the Bible and to Christ. With the
outwgrd knowledge there came also the deeper knowledg
A business man wrote an articga "The Book tht helped
me most"™ and in in he refers to the Bible as his teac!
in salesmenship, in dealing with people, in faith ete
The Bible haw developed many leaders. The purrose of
the Bible is to devle®p/ intelleigent leadership among
the @hristian forces. -

It is a book that correets, that reproves.To a
well rounded life belongd the growth of the will.We
should be ¢ nvinced by it as to the value of the good
Through it we shall be guided in our will, so thal ) -
it wlll be brought into accord with the will.of
God. T"hey word is & lamp unto my feet @and a light
unto my path. the Oriental picture here.

‘he purpose of the Bible in rounding out our
life is also lead us into a right life. Ruskin, the

great writer was complimented by a lady one day, as
to how much ghex enjoyed his works. He flashed back
at her, "I don't care whether you enjoyed them or not
what I want te know, did they do you any good?". Ther
is the real crux of the entire purpose of the Bible.
DBes it do us_any good. boes it enable us to grow in
‘right deeds? Does it make us more righteous? Yoes it
" _help us in overcoming tempédtion? It.must become to

us & highway of holiness in quest of God.
? A Bible was all that was left a young man by his
mother. He neglected to use it for about 35 years _
When an 0ld man he was about to move to his son
who might take care of him better. He havnpened to
oen the Bible and found between. ite pages § 5000.00
Those whe neglect the Bible lose even greater treasur
than those of this wor@d. lets get out of at all
that wequssibly cane
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IODFRN PROBLEMS,
: 1I. -
DIE BIBEL IST GOTTES WORT. 8 Petr.l1.19-20
In yns modernen 761+ schwankt d.Streit um 4.Bi e
hiin und her, Einige wollen d.Bibel ganz aus d,reb

0
;n

.3 shaffen. And.kriteln dar n herum & wollen diese

FS

jenes heraus tun,das ihnen nicht gefaellt.Sie wol 1
8is verkeurzen,And.wieder wollen d.Bibel ihr.goe:tl
Characters berauben, Dan streit-n sich Mensch darum
ob d.Bibel Wort fusr Wortscht ist,oder ob aie nur
im Gsist geettl.ist,Auch in unse ﬁ1+te kommt dies.
‘Streit.In d.Schulen wird manches gelehrt das sche in
bar ganz gegen d.Sinn & Geist d.Schrift ist, arushbr
wollen wir speater stwas sagen. :
Alles bezuegl.d.Schrift dreht sich um d Frage "lIst
d.Bibel Gottes ﬂor*7“ Wq*vr zlanben wir als “Christ
d.d.Bibel Cottes Wort ist,.Patrus giebt uns Intwort
i Stellen gshen uns Antw.D.Leben giebt uns
n klerer,unmissverstaendl.?~is
1 ist Cottes WOrt weil sie ihr Urpsrung
@ottes hat. D.,heilig Menschen Cothtes hab
ge

<

1
im Her eu

s

"aerwd getrieben vom Heilig Geist.D Schre iber vor
gr.Bue cher

'kmaonheq darin das wir nicht versiehern koennen well
i

..L

=
-+
5]

. 8ind auch von Gott inspiriert,aber heis
finden wir eins hoehere ‘Inspiration,Gott hat d.Bibel
nicht so vﬂr@hn wie d.Moh ihr Xoran erhalten sollen
nab.od.wie d.lMormonan irh.Buch d.Mormonen ehehalne

haben sollen.Goht hat nicht d.Buch voll & ganz in d
rrde n~lav+ & dann Mensch gesa:t sie sollsn es he raﬂ
|
|

3 O

g*a*am Tein,Gett hat ..vorsch Frfahr mgen d.Mensch
d °chr01 em wie Jes.etc,gebraucht & ihnen sein “esi
"g8olch Teise va,ebpn dae gie sein Willen Ausdrick
g&ebh.“ snsch aus 'sich haetten nicht solch ein Buch
erzeugeh koennen.Sie hattne nicht solch =ine “haroej
wis Jesu’s Chri. nrzevfnn koennen,denn das lisgt nich
im jeAsck Im Her Gottes hat d.W-rt scin Urspr ng

lenﬂ W ndﬂ*vo719 E1n~~=1+ im d.“u,wvckeltnv (.Gc
nkens d.naloes:nn d.¥enschen von seiten Got |
sty icht menechl,sonurVF goettl, .Wir Rabeﬁ 80

Wir noch ich%t so weit sind. Manches das kritisie |
wurde sit durch Ausgrabung von alt,Steadten als
wahr erflunden worden bpstdntigt durch d.Steine &

d.Schrift die daranf geschrishen war




D Bibel ist ferner Cottes ¥ort, sweil sie ein
festes,sowel prophetisches Wort iet. D.Bibel igh
ein festes Wort, Denske wir.an alle d. A griffs d.
gemacht worden sind af dies.Buch.Fs ist verbrannt
worden,es ist.d.rch ﬂuncile “ Regenten als ketzerisc
nrklapru worden. Es.wurde d,1esen derselben ver

e

boten. D.Uebersetzung dPsq;e en wurde zu einer ‘.
lotegstrafe gzemacht % doch steht d.Buch heute
chie

noch da unueverii ndbar, Geschicht-von d.Bibelucher
d.Bible in ein Sprache,africa Nigeria.Auf See ver
schasm ,aher dieses D“ch errette..J= mehr es an
,vagvlffen wird um so fester ascheint es zu astehen.
Es igt ein p”rnhﬂ‘isches ﬁort. Es weist hin auf

d.Entwicklaung d.M2nschen z. Besserm,Fs weisst hin
auf d. Zukunft y8 f Q.FW1 k t.?s weiasst hin suf d.
Hoffn.die wir haben in d,Ew i gkeit,Das mach aﬂes
Bich zu d8m Worte Cottes, - _

D.Bikelasrweisst sich .als Cottes Wort di rch 'shren
W derbaren ninfluss auf d.Herzen d.Menschen. -
gibt kein Buch auf Erden,das solch =in Einfluss
Zum Suten ausuebt, D,Naftionen walche nur zum Teil
d.Beist d.%Wortes Gottes huldizen sind es die am
weitesten varan "rﬁs;h?”i‘tten. D.TInterschied zw.Bt’f’
& and Hesilig Buecher list daV1n,1an ¢ iese =%lci N8

hohe Tde ie vo***ﬁhvpn aber d,Bibls fuehrt nicht
nur diese Idesals vor,sonder% 51eot auch Xraft diese
ins Lebhen umzuwandeln, gieht wraft zur Ausfuehrun
Denken wir an anze. Nlationen d.ungesladelt wurden
dagsle»,Denksn wir an d.Raubp ande u.lm Raube ¢
Biblen nahmen & durch lesen d'-qp’bn von irh Pauher

s

wegen hekeshrt ?wrdeT E8 befrdiedigt dissmens '1.Herg
wie ein and.”1ch % kein and, Wort auf d.Erde. ¥s be
friedigt vor allem d.‘erla ngen na h Gott, Es biete
Erlossung dar, ps veredelt d,Character d.Einzelper
8 erweck hoeh%r« Ideale _ d.Streben na h etwas
besserem.. Es ermoeziicht Zinem wahvl zti leben. |
Eg, erweket Gla_ en an Jesus Christus, q‘uaqq wir
wahr 1.eben erhaltan, >

Darum wollen wir volY & sanz d.%Wort Gottes unter
ung wohnen lassen,wcllen es sclx Wirkung auf un ‘i
ausuz er lassen,sol.en es ung veredeln lassen,
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THE LIVING WORD IN A LIVING CHQBC%&\
s Hebrews 4:123 ( &4y B0
Henry Van Dyke tells us. the tragic story of the
early Christvian Church and of & young man named
Hermas,wno nad become Caristian in nameé,but not in
hearv.Atter celebraiting Christmas eve with his Xt.
friends in worship,the idea of Xty palled on him,as

/.\he'noticed the outward hilarity and telt saddened |

about it,for he could mt take part as he felt.He .
strayed into a garden,where he was met a priest of |
Daphne and said to him-How beautiful this world |
would be without religion. So the conversation con |
tinued & at last suggestion ~ame that priest would

_have power to take out of his mind-any recolliection

of tne Word and the name Jesus Christ,and thue to—
be able to enjoy lire.Consent was given for this.
Shortly afterward he was called to the bedside of |
uis rather,who was dying & who asked him for prayer
But the son Hermas could offer nothing,for all re
membrance of word gone.But light went out without
comfort of Word.¥%hen he fell in love & was married
he felt that something was missing to full happincs
but could not just locate the trouple.T ey could no
even give thanks to God,for all recolilection of Him

(M had gone.He was successful,but still no happiness.

A lovely child came into h®me,but was katisas in a
racing accident.%here comfort? None at all.Joan of
Antioch came in and told him the word with which
you parted so lightly ixmskeyword of life,lListen to
the blessed name of Jewss,the living Ward & release
full joy and peace{td him, It is tnis Living Word
that world is giving up so ligntly today,out a lvng
Cnurch must keep that Word in forfroant of man.That
is what writer to Hebrews speaks about as he wangs
deeper regt & peace for his persecuted Readers.That
is wnat this church recalls to its memoey.and spir i
sgain as if thinks of the lectern and the puplit
fre which Thne Word has been read & proclaimed,by
pastors of the past.It is the living word of the
loving Cnrist for His Church today. Thnis living

r.QOrd in a living Church is let of all Word of Cod

The Church and mankind are waiti

; T Y n T

ﬁorg.ggu recall the story of Ag s ohe
in \1ngs 23,who called in ki

to help him cépture town of Rlng SBLIC

‘ »Jehoshaph
told Jehoshaphath to fing out

amother-Gilead.He

thry
1 hig pronnet
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what the Lord had to say.The false prophets had \
/““told him'to go ahead with his plans-they spoke in

L
l

accord with his wishes.Let us cons @ly another proh
Micaiah of Israel.So the messenger went to him &
said;"You'd petter give good word to king-like the
rest of the prophets.But M.said "What the Lord tells

‘,me tnat will I esay." “o the king said to him; "Is

there any word from the Lord?" So M., had to tell

him that he would be defeated,& did not fall in'\&
line with the othere.But that question;"Is there any
word from the Lord? Is deeply pertinent today. We
need something more stedfast thati human words. Tnis
word is needed in a living church,

It is a living Word.It is " living and active" It
is energetic,alive,full of energy.The wordg we speak

.pass "into thin air " and®ften die,but God's Word

does not die.As the seal stamps its impressions upor
formless wax,or yielding paper,so the Yiving Word of
God stamps ite impress upon characters and transfornr
them.The image of God must be impressed upon us,.Thre
can be no living Church,no live S.S. without this
living Word,

This living Word for a living Church is " gharper™
more penetrating than anything we might think of .
Here is an incident of a person needing an oper
ation by famous surgeon.Everything else is prepared
Ihe patient is readied.Then under the clear lignt
the surgeon begins his work with a penetrating,ex-
cee’i gly sharp scalpel or knife,which goes thru
joint and marrow.S, “ord of God is sharper than two
edged sword upon lives-.of men,for it cuts thru all
shape,nypocrisy,sin.It cuts thru Gordian knot of
ouf troubles & problems.,bringing out essential.

This living Word is quick to discern,skilled in
judgement ,to reveal the motives and designs of our
hearts.It reveals the intents of life.It is like the
surgeon's powerful light penetrating every crevice.
It is God's microscope which lays bare the smallest
microbe of doubt and gin. So.our lives,motives and
spirit are judged in light of that living Word,the
Christ,who gave His 1ife on cross."Before the
Cposs of Jesus our lives are judged today'(H mné!i)
And therefore we resolve to answer the call‘%o
maintain the living Word in a living Church,so that

it might ever fulfill itg high
: 1ghest pur
POsge
8,
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= JESUS AND THE FAMILY,

tﬂﬁdyc;xwmléw\ A Y dfssdohn 3 1=~ lO

A Well known fict on writer of the' prese
has made ' e sugzestion that husband ard W
live in ssperats houses, Thz children should bhe
brot up by Brain:d expsrts in som= special pl
we Jusf qquote this %o zgive an idea of much of
foolishness that si going on regarding home and
Ranily life,Home and “amily life are the ‘oundation

of our modern life,as they hav e been at all fime
The foss of the home today are irrelzion, esasy di-
vorce laws,lack of %rus love, economic oond+1ons
friviXous costumes, race suicide,housss of ill fame
mixed marriages. Others might be mentioned,but thes
are the vxln ones.Think of these fact for instance
that over 113,000 divorces ware nvan+ad in 1816;
That means 136 divorces to z2vary 100, OOO pop.It is
sald that in the last 35 years the 1, o granted
twice as many divorcesas all the rsst of Christend
combined, What a blot up n our nation! Ths propor
of divorc=s to marriages has multiplied 5 ftimes in
fifty years,In Chicago ons out of =svery two marriag
has resultsd ibr divorce. Talk about problesms, Hsre
we have one that is truiy startling., Six countsies
in the U.S.have more divorces than marriases. :

Here is a problem that must be faced with all
cadidness and candor,.,Ths homs is the fundamental
- socdal institution of all times., That is Jesus atii
tude toward the home and the family. We note this
in various expressions and experisnces of Jesus,Her
Jesus was invis:d to a wedding at Cana. Jesus was
pre==nt on this oceasion when two hearts were made
one., Note the presence of Jesus at the tims when a
family was P!tdOllSHJN. If Jssus were pressnt atb
all such gather 1n~s, the above problsms would be
solved, Jesus!' home in Nazarsth must have been par
meat=d by that spirit of love, Jesus for some ysars
had %o help support the family by working at the

naspsnter trade. We note Jeomms desp houtfaqv and

espsct for womsn, Hz always treated them with ths
highest regard.At his time the family was considere
X 2TV hlvhl" the the Jews,oL not so= much by the

Romauq. Jesus uses the fambly as a tpe or a
symbol of the kingdom of God, Christ answars %o the
qu°q+ions on divorce were very clear. The only rea




he allwos is unfaithfulness,In all this he considez
the afmily iem as sacred,the home as a sanctified
1ns+1+ut10n Jzsus should coms into svary home and
haliow it by his presence day after day thru prayer
and the scripture reading. =

As w2 look into that grea’t sftor; of .esus presenc
at the wedding feast, we note that hs blessed that
feast with a de=d of kindness, Hs rendered a ser ic
Can vou imagine tha %t little village.Can you ima;ir
that weddinr feas
friends had bﬁ
Can we fezl

-

t,t0 which all the neighbors §
12en invited,This lasted several 13?2
Wi the bridegrpom the chagrin and
shame tha® he elt when the supplies of entertain
run out. He was up méalns+ ite wyarv,72sus rnother
notes it,but tne tims fo# Jesus is not vet cone,
Aftsr a bit he asks that the jugs be filled with
water, Wine is ftasted, I€ the wine had not come
thatt couple would have been disgraced thdr entire
life time.,Folks would have pointsd at them & said
there are the folks that did'nt have enuf wine.So
J2sus saved them from dimgrace.Jesus truly blessed
that home, If Jseus is pressnt in the home and
blesses many difficultise will vanish,He makes a
tr-ie home, OnTv the spirit of love,of service,of

sacrifice will keep a home and a family. The great
triagle of the home,father ,mother an = children mek
it worth while, Homm is not mer=ly four square
walls,Home is where affection lives,Its joy and
love with dear people there to make it. Home is
when God abowve Lives there and does not forsake it
dlonsy cannot buy such a home,such a family.The love
and the presance of Christ alone can do that,.

As j:mus was pres=.t at that home, he kept : he
very nest to the last,Then Jeeus is pres=snt 4he
dregs of life are taken away. He hallows it, While
a little sacrifice and courtesy is required on
part of the members, 7+ in the end the better thingt
ar: th:re, Jesus always zives the best at last.So
it is with Christianity.The life &@f it is at times
pretty hard,put in the end it is - he best,Whe
chivalr overcomes lust,when ioves supesrcedes
caprice,vhen courtesy overcomes selfishness, thab
all is well,Ths right reiationship of har°u+9~qk"
children and ~h17ireq towar | parents will be
there., Cutholic divorece ruling ¢ 5
of Jnsus in- hesart will 5ofven%nﬁgmrogﬁ’g%ob%g%?



MODERN PROBLEIL

WIRD D.WELT BESSER OPER SOHLECHTER?
H5.,13,.34,-30,

‘Eine d.Fragen d.wiederholt auftritt ist.d.Fraze
Ist d.winfl,dXirche schwec* ? Vﬁr“i*“i sie ihr.

@ alt usver ychern Trn dies.rrage

it d.an 2raelben Yéuger ol
gchle a frei
Frage eny An tury

© kommt . k uns ., G refen
dezin % | h zu pessim.s * auf d.and.
Seite nicht zu optimistisch. %n d. nana,u.vébichnlsqe
vom Unkraut & d.Weizen wollen wir Jes s diese Frag
beantwortern lassen.Gott hat d,Cuten Samen ausge
streut in d.Welt.Es giebt naturlich vis=le Herzen in
denen d.Same Eingzang -gefunden hat. Dann kam d.Feind
% saste d.scHlechten Samen,d,Bosse in d.Herzen &
auch "dies Qane haﬁ F ngang gefunden in vielen Herz

b Il
ammen wachsen,bis z.r Zeit d.
e} Schlechte verstosrt & d.
ges am.,*t was Sa~§ nB nun dies,Gleichnis,
Taarst schein®t es uns zu sagen,dass. d. uutn & d.
.omse Zusanmen in d.%elt s@m migs, TInter Welt habhe
wir nicht d.Weltku cel,zu ve rsfehpn. ich nich®t gerad
Welt +1,Boesan,sondern d.Msnscheit im allgem, 'mter
~"oesaesr" haben wir auch nicht zu vrerstehen mehr
eivilisisexrt ,micht mehr 0”“dn1813T* ,gondsrn "p qs;r"
-an Gesigt,bsaser in Rﬂ‘lﬂlon. Hun “ﬂvd mnher
d.Boes% & d,Gute immer’ zusampen Wohnsn.wh ¢
: hiuse Gottes gut so,~,Gute
d.ﬂute das_ ikn 1h en

*
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beides wachsen hig zu
btet wuerde vor sien
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nach 1 8 Gleichnis ale ein

n zu sein, D,.Roeee kommt

a nun exlah t zu wachsen

ir -in kvrz,.zbersicht be-~

nbar d.Qieg davon tras:t.
d.Boesen d,Engel




Was ihr sa;t d.Gute wird gewinnen.Ich sage euch

Welt wird impier mehr mein.Ich.errobere mir all

ilengchen., Schaue ecinaml umher & sishe wis d,.:ensch
ich.bekrjezen.Siehe  8imal d.Hass in d.Herzen 4,

Menschen. ishe d.N=2id,d.Gewinnsueh® ,d.E fersucht
in d Harz®n,Dann erhebs dsins Augen &

d.Schl-zim d.Su=nde in d.Zeit ngen,i d.He

Menschen,.Denke an d.Unsittlichk.3 d

von d.Unreinen & fleischlichen ann bl
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mwox, llS“h Geaetse.D.Boesge i
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gucht d, ¢ U leb st zu ]
iher hebt auch hervor,d d.CGuten
doéh end «DoGesghicht d.g nschh,isf ein
i und X vnt,éinm&l gachlecht, .Dis,
hl 1n diVordsrgrund weil d Gute

nschen auf d.Erde w
c h*an von d.Zeitung immer .d
end = 9 Gleichnisse weisen hin auf
;eln ﬁl?g7u.uu3$n dG .yom Bauvertsig,vom Samenkor
das hoch waechst & ns Gi.hier.7ir Loenunen nicht
mit Zahlen bewsieen dass d.Welt bhesser wird,Aber

wird nicht d.Christentum un+:r d.d.es ernstlich
nehmen mehr geachtet, Dringen wir nicht tiefer in
d.Lehren Jos'g hinein & wersuchen deisclhen auf d.
Lf*en anzuwenden, Gerads d.Tatsache das wir zu :
enen das es so viel Roeses giebt in% ein Rewecime .
dasq u.‘ -ngchen besser werden,das d.Cute einen Hald |
gewonnen hat o d.d.Gewis en’sdhaerfer sind, I

.
NOL,Jn v;* als gl .
d.Wﬁv* uOftes nlo 4 mk%r Kraft ha .Fs ist imumer nook
i 5, das ,1."’1 “'Bain durchdizr
; } v1ru ;1nh+ leer zwrn;okk shren, s
Dann moeckh icht vor d.welt,vor d.Boesen bekan eng
das mein He - ister, T—e*q Christus sch-asche

als d.RPozae,dass er von demselhen uerhwinden wizm

E€ ist in Jesus«Christ 8 sine unwiderstshliche 0
Kr&ft,*inJ Kraft d. qlwran ¥
dunkel aussisht,ngsr ?Ta T
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5 THE UHnISTIAN rdillY
o 6E 4 John 2:1-1a
1ol recall that fine stpry about Ahab try
ing to get a piece of .property away from Naboth. ih
laiter refused, but Ahab had false witnesses calld
who accused Naboth of blasphemy and stoned. Ahdh
ing of lsrael thus wrecked Naboth's home. Iyat wa
& great ecrime in Israel. 1he wWrecking of a home is
one of the .greatest crimes in history. wome fell
because her homes wre wrecked. The family -is one of
the primary socidl groups of the nation & the world
In the family the child learns language, its ideals
its loves and hatrede, ideas of so0 iety. it is the
traning ground for all that is worth while. the fam
socialiazes the individual, it carries on the custo:
of the .rats, it ies the source of ideals.sreat dam ge:
are thre#dening the family life of today. Industry
lack of true love, light entrance .upon the marriage
state, divorce and many other things are fthreaning
it. _i1he U.>. Has the sad record of having more
d¥ivorces than any other country in the w rld.it is
indeed a dark blot upon our estuceon. ret we know
rat 15 % of homes brokne by divorce, we also know
Jrat 85 % of homes remain whole and form a great in
fluence in the country. vnly, however if the home
¢« the family dis built on “hrisian principles can it
stand.

Jesus came to that wedding feass at Cana. it
was & gala day for that young couple. Mot the pre-
sence 0f Jesus when the home was established. dow
much diff. many mrriages would be today, if Jesus
were actually present at such occasionse. &very youn
cbuple ough. to start out with a firm delemminaiion
t0 have religion in the home .if married life is e
gun and carried on with Jesus .all such ideas as
companio ate marriage, which is barnyard mora. ity,
as free love, as trial marriages would be considere
pure nonsense. :

« 1t is indecd a beautiful pieture that nob.
’-\urns has pictured for us in vgtter's oa urday
Night ¢ The ocbtch workman comes home from his field
a8 darkness sets ine After supper, the peasant gets
down the family nible. A passage is read, discussed
and then prayed over, we have distributed ramily

worehip at the vable in every family,yet the ides

.. —
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that is suggested there. Here we find passages for
an e tire year. we find prayers for table, for mom
and evening. #e note devotional songs. o.,ng them.,
Have a opible for each member of the family and let
the children read and pray. rhe spiritual life of
& group can be trained. Lf we have praying families,
we will have a church that is sﬁlritual.

., then again we note that as Jesus was at
that wedding in vana, he .solved a perplexing pr%ﬂﬂe%
lhe wedding feats lasced several days. wine became
scarces aha that means we can only understand, whe
we think of the Uriental custom of hospitality. 1f
the wine had run out that cp ple would have been
brendecd as cheap, pointed out as a couple who did nc
have ioresight enug. Jesus saved them from disgrace
in their village. Here we have an indication of a
spirit ina Jhrisian homethat is essentdal .Porblme
come in .the home, difficulties armise. Bring all |
these to Jesus., Jesus has a solution. ihe family be
comes a real family when Jesus is asked to enter in
the family comneel. Unly the spirit of love, the
spirit of kindness, of consideration & sacrifice
will keep a home sweet and pure. Velicate readjust
ments muet be made. 1t is better to be a spoke i;/
the wheel in the home, than a spoke out of the
wheel., rhe family loyalty, the devotion of one
member to another is the great secret of the st.hom
the home is the place where the most delisate read-
justments must be made. It is a very sensitive piec
- of machinery. Jesus can solve the many perplexities
of tthe home, as ne enters into it.

Jesus as he comes in gives the home real
content «» meaning. ne gives the best at last. Jesus
hallows &all the marious relationships of life. A ‘
very beautiful home .dedication service has been out
lined by n.A.Smith. tfhe various parts of the home
. are dealcated to the various types of service. ihe
porch, the walls, the living room a place of friend
compa nionship, the mus ic room, the .dining room, the
feamily altar roo,, the windows, the garden. ayery
part of the real home is hallowed by the presenq |
0of vesuS. way the shilterlng‘walls keep out hate
and trouble and hold love ine will our home be a
vhristian home in which vesus is a$ the center?
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