( Youth INSPIRED INTERPRETERS

Sunday " A Feeling for Life- Joseph'
19523 % : Gen.4l:18; 1lo-16

In a college coifiee shop some young people were
having a buil-session. They were talking about everp.
tning imaginable,foom dates to the meaning of life.

4 young woman,or girl,came in. She had done a fine
- 'pilece of work in class, but also wrote poems for
the collge paper.She read one about "The Heok" in
which she shows now she sat at seaside with hook and
line and had caught some great thots and ideas,bec.
snhe been patient.She thot of ocean as life,from whicl
with a "feeling for 1ife" one might catch many ideas
from the strugsles,dreams and aspirations of people.
(The Catch by T.Weiss-book of peems.) On this Youth
Sunday,not only young people need to have a "feeling
for life", but older ones as well, so that in the
midst orf this numan life of ours we catch the: spirit
of Jesus and comit&xourselves to Him, One of the
most . inspired interpreters for this feeling foxrmlife
is young man Jeseph,who in providence of Ged was per.
mitted to achieve so. much,

Joseph was the second youngest son of Jacob and
achel.He was a dreamy sort of a young fellow, and
was also favorite son of nis father. His dreams

indicate that ne was someDwta spoiled and yet they
show that he early had a sense of missions, a sejse
of wanting to do something worth while,He dreamt.
.about sheaves of wheat bowing before his, of sun,moo;
* gtars. bowing before nim.Yreams are wonderful facto:
in lives of young people.e all should have our.<ireap
.our vision.Daydreaming is not much good,of course,
in class. e all have dreams,o0b wnat we would like
to be, of~the handsome young fellow, of the sweet
young girl as partners in liie, of the home we would
like,of the service we can render,of singing infhe
choir, of teaching a S.S.class, of working in the
Church, We have dreams of security, a better world
“1ln wnich people might live in peéace.A small boy was
agked wnat he would like to be., He replied; " I _want
to be alive." He wanted to be intensely active,he
wanted to do things. But all of us want to be alive
to lire, to those about us,to things worth while,

But we might as well face .the facks of life -
that unless Ged's Providence hovers over us,we will
not be able te achieve so very much, g
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To Josgph in spite of dreams, there came the hatr
of nis brothers,who tore his coat of many colors off
him,sold him into slavery ihhe “gypt.Here he was in
low estate.That was the reality of life.In the house
of Potiphar he was exposed to impurity ef life,but
"resisted temptation,for he would not-sin against Ged,
. Young peévbkemmdx need to to consider their bedies as

temptes of God,in whnich Holy Spirit lives.Se Josph
was put into prison.Here ne interpreted dreams, ET/
as' God gave him that insight and inspiration.He d
tnie not only for butler and baker,but also for Phar
.the ruler of Egypt.In the Providence of God he was
ap.ointed prime minister, as Secty of State,in kgypt,
Now he really had to "feel with people,"He knew
famine would come,ne had to prepare for it.It was a
good time for him to be alive.He might have thot
that ever thing had been done already, but ne.In one
of metropolitan papers there appeared a cartoon with
‘t%le; "The New World! In it we see a young man seated
on hill side,leoking dreamily out into the world.He
sewas to say "the pisneer spirit is gone,eveypthing
worth while had been done." But the pioneer Spirit
on horseback hovers him and peints to "The #4ge of
Atomic “nergy! which can be not only a destrutive
‘force, but a constructive power.Here is thot for
a'great day-to be alive.,There is chance for con &
tinuous creation,in the ferments of today,we need to
aAk God's guidance to have a world of peace, of lack
" ot hatred,of living dangerouadky,of fairness to all
people, of "staying alive" to needs of all mankind,
we .need to live as Christians with might and main
uqr}s to ofiset power of communism.These are God's
larger purposes,the missionary work all.over world.

So Joseph could noet only save his hrothers and
nis father,forgiving them,he could 3lso help.Ligyptiia.
'He met his responsibility in life,as he committed
himself to larger purposes ofi Ged,4 group pf young
yeople we coming as. & youth earavan ihte slum sectioer
88 they pulled a Negro woman said;"Whatcha young foll
going vodo?" That's a big question.First of all we
need to:comit ourselves to Christ,by giving yourself
competely to Him and the building of Hidbkingdaq\/

ip

Y2dbelieve in “ahrist.Promise yourself to wovshi

ip 'C_urch every “unday and to work in it.Devote self
to devotions every day,read your Bible,pray.Take part
in service of church by contrabuting regularly.& do
all you can,Urge others to come &share in cause of

Christ.This is your covenant with &od.,



INSPIRED INTERPRETERS
Samuel --The Seer
1 samuel 80 (\2)

T .e story and interpretatkon of Samuel,tne Seey,
is 8 fascinating one.He is indeed an inspired in-
terpreter of God's will and of human possibilities.
You recall, of course,tnat he was a child for
which nis mother Hannah had prayed in the temple
) He was a "ranted" cuild and tlkanah, the father

was asg nelpful in bringing -nim up religiously as

any good father ougnht to be.

Notice that these parents dedicated him to the
Lord from the very beginning.As soon as child was
old enuf to help and to understand what was going
one, ne was .taken to the temple by the parents and
there permitted to be instructed of the high priest
Eli and to render such service as was possible for
‘bim to do.V¥e have that same thot of dedication to
the Lord in Gospel lesson for today about the 12
year old Jesus.Parents also need to be inspired
to dedicate childden to the Lord and to see to it
that religious instruction is given.

Samuel, even as a boy had something sensitive
about nim.He must have respond=d readily to uhe
M teachings of Eli. But that magificent incident

‘about Samuel hearing a strange voice in the nignt,
thinking it was Eli, hurried to him and asked what
he wisned nim tqQ do.It was Samuels duty to keep
the temple lights burning and he thot that possibly
tney had gone out. But ®1i knew nothing about tnat
voices "hen it came a tnird time,then Eli said to
Samuel; "When the voice calls again say, 'speak for
tay servant hegreth."' So Samuel responded to that
call and received a special message Brom God about
the end of Eli and new religious life appearing.
God could give this message to Samuel only because
he was ready and responsive.He had watched proceed-
ings, knew that Eli's sons were not too good and
did many things wrong.There was a famine of God's
word in the land.

After Eqi's death, Samuel became a sort of a relig
leaders of tne Hebrews. He did not belong to
special c¢lass or group. Altho it does seem that
was associated with a ."band of musicians and prophte
This may seem strange, but people in those times

thbugnt that music was helpful to spirit,as it is.,




/' So a he became a " seer", one who had a speciaiﬁ\\\

girt of God to have insight inte practical as well
as spiritual matters.,He had this insignt because he
gstudied the will of God and alse the conditions of
the times. At about this timeSaul,one of the out-
. standing young men of Israel lost his donkeys,and
in the search for them came at last to Samuel.Of
course, he was divinely led.It was thot that a
" geerl was also a fortune teller, but such was |
not the case with Samuel, but he did know that the
donkeys had been found.Samuel was led of the spirit
of God to anoint Saul for a special task.And then
he guided the request of thne people Iro a king and
eventually Saul was elected. But a seer had to have
insight and this was given nim of Ged, There is a
great deal of difference between "seeing" and " see-
ing."Walking thru woods with a naturalist, we missed
many taings,pecause we did net know and ."'see."How-
ever he "saw" many things and pointed them out to us,
for he knew., So we miss out on many tnings God would
nave us know,because we are not sensitxive to His
guidance and to not get the insight,becamme we do
not study His will enuf and His Word more adeuqately,
So to the task of a " seer",one who is sentive to
Ged, and one wno receives special insigat from
God, must be added this other gamlity of a "seer
namely that of " announcing" and forth-telling God's
will.That was not easy for Samuel. He had difficultie
- with Saul,for he was self-willdéd, and impatient.
But he frankly told Saul about nis transgression
of God's purposes and will.He went to Bethlehem and
fanointed" dedicated young David to be future king of
Isnzel.All this was not easy,for eventually Saul
had no dealings with Samuel at all and would not
listen to his Ged-given guidance,The prophets all
thru O.T. and all taru history have had the extreme-

~ly difficult task of being announcers for; God,e ven
tho the job was unpleasantﬁar%jg%yby é%Z*Mﬁlﬂvf
The seer is one who is inspired indeed, lgo %ZL

Qusler in "Tne Precious Secret" tells abt.certain.z.}
barrelxs of paint trucked to a factory in N.J.In

a dark room heads knocked off, small lead tube
opened & paint is exposed to radium,which absorbs it.
And then shines in the dark.We,like Samuel,also
are exposed to Jesug.We are drab,impotent,or inage
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INSPIRED INTERPRETERS

Word Came to Elijah - (International
1 Kings 21:17 Missions Sunday)

We are observing with many other churches, Inter-
national Missions Sunday./e are thinking about the
world-wide work of the Church.This is essential to-
ggy,ror we are facing attacks against Christianity

' on all sides and we need to stand up for our “avig
The Lord has stressed value of persons, need of Ged,
and necessity of soul life.We have the privilege of
presenting to the world Carist the Savior. We must
do this with power and authority.Christ gave autherit
wnen He said;"Go into all the world,preach Gospel,"
He has always given His followers authority,as for
instance another ome of our inspired interpreters,
klijah to whom the Werd came.The Word of God came
to him, that was nis autnortty,nhis backing. That is
also the missionaries,as well as our privilege.

Elijah is a unique,dramatic and rugged character.
He stands out in 0.T. He appeared first wa announce
a drought to King Ahab,because of sin. &lijah himself
found refuge and shelter -at the brovok Cherith,where
ravens brot him food and he could drink of waters
/*gf the brook.T en he was taken care of and also

ook care of the widow at Zarepath,wherc enuf meal
remained in barrell to pravide for both.Then he calld
prophets of Baal to dramatic eontest for faveor of
God on Mt. Carmel.ftlijan won, but had to flee bec,
of Queen Jezebel's determination to kill him.He went
to Mt.Rermon and here in quiet ne received strength
to carry on,orders to anoint Elisha and to denounce
Ahab,the king for stealing the land of Naboth.He was
taken up to heaven in chariet,as a double poertion of
nis spirit came upon his suc essor £lisha. °o we have
“lijan a fearless reformer,one who rebuked kings,one
wao was mighty in prayer,who came thru discouragemnts

But always nis strength was in this consciousness-
The Word came to Klijah. It was the authofity which
He received Irom & that enabled him to fulfill his
mission, In the Midole Ages when crusades were begun

against the Mohaamedans in Palestine, to regain
tuat land fpem them, the slogan was -"God Wills Ib."
This may not always have been true, but it gave power
and strength to the people involved,It is the backing
for any Christian work of today.Go& is our Creaton,
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Provider,Sustainer and One wnhe is deeply concerned
aobout us. He wants numan beings to have blessedness
and we have that power in Gospel,therefore we need
to share it with others,.If God is not our chief de-
liverer, He is our chéef burden,We need to be sure
of God. Our chief certainty is God's certainty of
ourselves.He is one who said to prophets of old;
"Thas saith tne Lord," to disciples;"Go", to Paul
"Woe is me ir I preaon noet the Gospel He has gvn
- assurance ot missionaries, that they simply had to
g0 out to bring the Gospel to others.What an impulse!
That authority which God gives is not something
outward,forced; but sometning_inward,an authority
of the sgirit of inner experience of the soul. There
is,of course, thne wholeauthority of hnistor of that

walch is pogular oféﬁgg%&&g;%g§}s un1versa1 everybody
does it and of cont _ groups of people were
assembled at place where tomb of ‘nrist was to have
been,or the cave where ne was buried and from which
He had risen.One group was that of soldiers,who ac-
knowlegge History of the place and 1noident But ther
were also deep and ppofound Christians there who
were deeply stirred in the hearts,for the empty tomb
meant to them that Christ had risen and new life had
to come to mankind & that eternal life was grante’
With one group it was intellectual authexity, bu
with the other it was one of heart and experience,for
they nad been witn Jesus.Here was tree of faith rootd
in Christ,sustained and fed and carried by inner
/ autnority. Here is_soul-certainty based on redeemibg
vower of Cnrist's sacrifice on cross & His resurrect,
Note the Word came to Elijah,not merely as somethin
given fromoumiside, but an inward experience,which he
now had to make His own.We must use,apprpriate that
power.It -seems as if channeling waters of Niagara
Falls into smaller turbine would hinder it, but in
reality it develops greater power, The authority whic
- God gives is not something limits,depresses,hinders,
reg.lates; but it expands,creates,increases,enriches,
unfolds and enables Iforward movements,We do not
bank our faith in safety deposits, but we invest it
in human lives,.5t.Paul could say-ﬁLeve of W
constrains me." Our missionaries always anxious
to go back to work in foreign lands,because of
that inner compulsion.That must be ours also,




DAVID-MAN AFTER HEART OF GOD
L.Sam 13:14; 16:18 |
On Music Sunday it is fitting that we study one of L
the great characters of all times, one who has in-
spired more music and worship than any other person. |
"T, e sweet singer of Israel " thru his example & thru
his psalms has done much to uplift people & to develo]
,hqwithin souls a blescsed harmony. Just what kinds of§
a man was this who could play & sing, who was so |
 talented. What were some of his qualities?He rose fr |
sheepcote to king, fr. private in the ammy to its heac
fr. lowly position to the highest in the land.There |
must have been some qualities in him that enabled him
- to rise. ” “ |
When Saul's servants were looking for someone who |
might serve before the king as his armorbearer & be
near to him all the time, they described the various
characteristics which he needed & which were so com-
pletely fulfilled in David. They said first of all he
is skilful in playing musical instruments . That is ai
odd requirement & yet as we study David's story it is
important. It was gift of God. This _on of Jesse fr.
Bethlehem had often played for his sheep out on the |
ield & quieted them as storms threatened. There he
had time to think & undoubtedly some of his ideas |
for the Psalms came to him when still a shepherd.But
here he was faced with a very serious situation.The
soul of Saul was moody & melancholy. Music was needed
to bring him to his right mind. Browning has caught
that wholge scene so grkppingly in poem Saul. Rembra
has peinted a famous picture " David playing before |
Saule" As David comes into tent Paul does not recogn |
him. David tunes up & begins to play those notes whicﬁ
~call his sheep & quiet them. Then he bezins to sing &
play some of the folk songs, funeral marches, then ab
the joy of living, youthful vigor,doy of the chase,
"I have lived & scen God's hand thru a life time & al
waysfor the best." Tpen he bezins to sing of Saul's r
rule, lifts soul out of deep mood, shows high moments
of service, Saul's soul melts as snow under influence
fz\of the sun. Syngs of Saul's gr. influence, of the
developm of his soul and receives a Christ vision.
Love of God for man thru a man like himself. Ssimilar
experiences have been evident in the lives of men as
music has come to quiet soul & raise it to high level
How th ose Ps. of David have come thru the centuries

to uplift, tin spire, toenter into every experience.
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They have meant so much in the spiritualgeveélopment

- of man.

| There was ine the heart of David a courage that is
paramount.He was a man of valor & skilful in war.He
has complete m-stery of his self, the control of one'
powers for God, it is not represcsion, but girection
which is needed.Aster Sam. anotints him, he goes haék
& does his duty.Saul throws javelin at him, yet he -
serves. He faces Goliath without flinching tr'ussi',:u§‘g
in God."hen Saul persecuted him into the wilderne
David could have taken his 1life, but eelfcontrol was
evldent azaine. He was willing to forgive his enemy.He
handied 600 unruly men, despaerate in the wilderness
& made them loyal to him. He kept himsaadf fit. He was
pru ent in speech. A striking parallel comes to us ou
of Greek mythology which illustrates this whole idea
of courage & selfcontrol. It is said that Orpheus
could play so wonderfully that trees, animals were mo
When his wife Eurydice died, he pleaded so succesf ul
with hls music that he was gilven permission to get
& lead herz out of nether world, but lost her, bece.
he locked back. He wished to sail by certain islands
on which were maidens that lured the sallors & dstro
the shi; thru theri siren singing.5o he played so won
derfully’ & beautfully that sailors went by withoop”
turning towrad the dinging of sir nse. That was an&-/
inner slefcontrol which was so vital & which we find
in David & which must be a part of our lives.

But the most strking charateritic in Daviy 1s men
tioned when these men say " and Jehovah is with him"
A man after the heart of God. Here was man that was
religious. He trusts Zod to the fullest.de does what
704 wishes him to do and induires of Him what is to
be done. He fights Foliath with words like this " In
the name of Jehovah who helped me with the lions,etc.
He became king, captured Jerus.& wished to have ark u
there also. He respect the personalities of men who
ricked their lives to get water for him from spring
at Beth. He confesses his sin before rod when he fall
& repents & in that comes back into graces of 3od
azain. is souls was in harmoney with God that is
why there was such gr. power. As we look at Bret
picture of "The Song of the Lark." we catch that harm
out of the listening attitude of the simple peasant
girl,whose soul is 1lifted fr. eath to r-gion of pure
delight.She 1s no more clod, but a living soul, to
whom is opened all the realm of joy & beauty, as she
turns soul toward Gode.




CHRISTIAN GOOPERATION . Lz les St
1 - The Will to Work Together - Neh.4:8; &y
The world, the congregation, the indiqéﬁgg%fééﬁé%;
in Nehemiah's time needs to be rebuilt.Hdre i85 iy
trem~ddous task. It can be done only thru Christia™
cooperation, by cooperating with God and with one
another.We wish to think about coopertion thru

™ understanding, by getting into spirit of Xtian
unity in larger sense, by denominatonal loyalty,
but above all by working for & with God.  On this
Rally Day we start out with the idea of a willing-
ness to work together. We cannot achieve anything
unless that willingness is there. We have a most
inspiring storyv in O.T. in that of Nehemiah of tha
will to work together,

Jerusalem the ancient city had been partly de-
stroyed,its walls & bldgs were in ruins as result
of war.Wow it was laid on the heart of NehmAih to
rebuild the ciths. "hen he got there ‘rom a confriud
position he had, he faced great odds.Tne difficult.
were enormous. There was not only the material ruin
that - stare him in the face,but also the definite
4™ opposition of a certain group and then the un-

responsive attitude on part of a great many peopk

This opposition or non-cooperation is evident fr
chapter 6, in which we note how one group tried to
lure him to village of Ono to talk certain things
over.They wanted to lur= him avay from the main
task of the church & its building,They detracted
from main issue, like eddies in main current,Keep
self Trom side-issues & concentrate on main issue
of bldg Kingd. of God. Not personal notions & fanci
dare rule us, but bldg.God's Xingdom, A 3nd group
wanted him to discuss with them all kinds 1f 1lies
& rumors spread about him,namely that he wanted to
rebel. There is no greater-danger in the Kingd, of
God than the spreading of halfbaked ideas,going off
halfcocked. Spirutval wrk must always be truthful.,

Third group tried to lure Neh/away by -king
him to flee to temple from supposed danger, Tha
they could have something one him,Tyy to create
fear. Neh. offset all these dangers by saving; "

%wam doi .
i.om T8 3,478t work for the Lor% & have no
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He aroused & awakend the people so that they realy
worked together in this rebuilding.They had a mind
to work together,There was definite determination
there. Wythout such willingness nothing can be dm
Neh.placed the people at various parts of the wall
so that they could work jointly.They had to work
undee diff. by being armed.They had to carry spear
with tlm as wel las their working tools.A beehiv\\f
is most interesting illustr. of this type of wor
together.Each one in his place,the architects, the
chemists,the cleansers.¥hen queenbee is attacked
the males surround her to ward off attack. Tn recrt
warfare we note how cooperation is essential, the
aeroplanes, the mechnaized army,the artillery all
fitting right together, If so much cooperation is
used in destruction,ought not we as Christina use
every m-ans of cooperation to save souls, to draw
them closer to God. :

Then there was a very definte purpose for which to

fight and work."Be not afraid of them;remeber the
- Lord who is great & terrible.Fight for your brethen
your sons & daughters,your wives,your houses.""hat
an appeal'® "For the loved ones.lf for the sake -
of outw. security those people could fight likew
for the sake of rebuilding the ancient city.Ought
not we f-r1 our greater purpose - in working togthr
in Xtina cooperat ion bec, we want to e stabluhs the
Kingdom of God, the rle of God in hearts.As in th
Aguacade in ¥,V .Wordl's Fair all the swimnrers swam
together as if one body and for one purpose to
portray a wheel & something of beauty, so we with s
higher mupose in mind ought to cooperate to form
beauty of character and life,

Put in thie willingness to work bbgether we must
ever consider as Nehm.did that we & they had a
Divine Ally,namely God.So we made our prayers unto
God, Then enemies attack us then remeber God will
fight forus., IF we know that we carrying ong God's
‘cause then there comes to us a definite agsuran -
that our cause it is just & we will do our bestw
That thot is ever a source of extra strength that
it is God's work we are doing & He gives us stregth
for the task as it is needed,



”W GREAT MOUNTAINS OF THE BIBLE

;ﬁ[ Mt. Carmel- The Mount of Decision

x ; 1 Xings 18:20 ff.

In Chicago and a few other places judges have
within recent times had parents arrested when the
juveniles have been brought before them for judge-
ment .One of the judges specially gave a " call to

,~She fathers" for not meeting their responsibilitis
‘towrd their sons."hat an indictment on this "Fathe
- DAy"! And how all of us must make every effort to
meet the issues in our homes & raise them to highr
level.But that highér level cannot be attained un-
.less we live on a higher plane. So during this summ
we want to thinkpf " the hiigher plane',the mount-
.ain level of the life as.it is brot before us in
the Holy Bible. As mts. dominate the landscape &
can be seen from far, as Mt, Everest controls the
Himalayas, as Pike's Peak demidhates Colorada, as
‘Mt., Fujiyama stands out in Japan; so the gr.mts.d
the Bible,like Mt. Sinai,Mt. Carmel,Mt. Hermmn,the
Mt, of Transfiguration,Calvary .and others are out-
‘standing in the Bible and in our spiritual life.
On some of these mt.peaks God has spoken to men in
a very definite way & manner .and He needs to speak

™ to us. ;

Somehow or another mts. have played an importamnt
part in the history of mankind,.They .have besn plase
of sanctity,they have cleared the atmosphere,direé
waters & fertility into the valleys and have been
sources of inspiration. So Mt. Carmel was " holy
ground" for all peoples in its neighborhood,not on
for Israel.It was known for its " fruifulness",it
was wooded and became a goad hiding place for thos
who wished quiet & those who sought refuge.However
its real fame came about when Elijah chose it as
the Mount of Decision f.or the children of Israel.

We know, of course, the connection.At that tim

Ahab & Jezehel were king & queen of Israel,.The
queen had led the people into a worship of the ida

| Baal.Elijah had announced punishment in that it

| would not rain for 3 years 6 monthssAfter that

' eriod he came back & called the ru ers & priests

of Baal and the people to Mt. Carmel for a decisia:
as to who was to be their gode Baal or the Lord,
What a momentous decision on that mount.Let us see
what this choice involved ?




| It was choice between One God,the Lord and Baal |

the many gods of fertility in that area., The woré

% Badl" stands for many things but especially
fertility,an idol of Phoen#cians and Tyrians, a

god who possessé body & soul,a controller of the
destinies of the worshiper,one who inhabited the
land of that area.One man,tlijah agnst 400 pr eg:/
of Ball, the powers of militarism,the king & hi
followers, but Elijah had God on his side,The chak
betw.Goc ¢f this world and God as a Spirit,the god
of sensuality and the God of Purity.G.F.Watts has
painted p cture of "Mammon" as god of sensuality.Xh
-on scarlet throne,ornamented at top by 2 skulls,on
his head a golden crown.,Face is mean & repulsive.In
his hapdsxa money bag, his one hand grasps tresses
of a beautiful woman.who has sold herself for gain,
his one foot rests on the body of halfdressed young
man who is his slave,In back is fire very much hidde
but a bit .visible as .danger that threatens.It “is
choice today betw.sensuality-outw.power, impur -ty of
life,unrig teousness, Badl or Our Lord God, & His
purity,His power,His control,His possesssion of us.
The Y"shady" stories,the smutty jokes,lignt talk abt
men & woemn,moral sensitiveness disappears,habt

of prayer is dropped, and soon church attendanc

is neglected.On the Rount of Decision this choice
must be made. :

8o E1ijah suggests on the mount that prayers be
made for God to reveal himseRf.Priests of Baal buk
altar first & inboke gods to rain fire.They seek
to gain favor of God y outward means.That "is in

.~ modern terms humanism, to try onesself.A traveler
in Palestine came across followers of Badl "w ithin
recent years.They call themslves "Bodybeaters" &
they assemble in a temple.They whisper to their
swords.®1l at once leaders get excited, jump up &
begin to cut self with serd on head & body.Then thy
arrange procession thru city,striking themselves
on their bare chests as blood streams down & wailig
chant "lil-hala." How typical of the scene on
Mt. Carmel.Elijah simply prayed & his prayer wabk.
answered. The choice today must be made y us;
;Once to every nation and man com;izge moment to

ecide-In the strife of th
good orIevil sfdefg Agbvgrgll ggdmust ggfgéfgg -

let Christ control our lives,to inhabit these,
\
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ABRAHAM-- MAN OF FAITH,
3 Gen. lgo 1—40
A little tory about a mother bird teaching the
young ones to fly is interesting, The moth§r bird
would go out on = branch and call _to the little
birds and then fly around as if to show them.mhen
. she would ~all again and when one ventured out
-she would fly underneath the young bird and as
“%one fell,the mother waw there carrying it on its
Wing. we have in this little incident the elements
‘hat make upg faith, Namely trust in . tie mother &
obedizsnce to her call., Faith on a much higher plane
is just this trust and obedisnce,xkifsxamxa
e find one of the most striking incidents of faitr
in the life of Abraham,he is in fact ths man of
. faith. His experiences are an everliasting lesson tc
. us. Abraham appears as onz of the most striking
persons in history, He is not know so muchtor his
intellect,or as an executive,but as a amn of faith
Abraham is the rsligious father of all who belisve
in on= GodHe is father of Mohamenda ism,of Judaism
asn Christianty. :
Abraham was boon in Ur of Chaldeas ,one of the most
ancient of citiés and also one of th- most progr
’Qﬁ'nis day and time, There was in it tho little
knowlsdez of God. ~o God calls Abraham who must
have had a great deal of orizinality about him to
be diff .from the folks of his time to get out of
his country,get awya from his kindred and his
father's house. It was threefold seperation,.He ‘
was to go into a country that Cod would show him.
It was a venture into the unknown.,rll of life is
such an adventure into the 'mknown. io g0 o school
to enter into business,to get married,to rear
children,to make friends is at all times such an
adve ture into the - nknown,as Abraham entered itno
veél man must cut loose from the moorings and enter
into life,It is necessary for his own wellbeing and
that of his fellows,It is a good thing for a person
to get away from home,to enter into stzange ex-
‘¥oeriences, For christians it is good to sever
: Yies with the ra8t,with sine in particular & to
. enter into the land of unk
?

: (nown, It is this unknown
that every urges us on,

It takes perfect trust %0 enter into the inknown
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Abraham took God at his word and trusted him im
plicitely,withous a do bt,without a questioning,
Abraham obeyed immediately,thoroly,couraz=ously
reverfitly and faitthfully.

He trusted God-for that unknow future land that
was %0 be his.yge ftrusfted God for that son who was
to.inherit his kingdom. ,ave we this trust in

Kz xaheyzdtadximpkizikakyx God that ,.e knows
what is best for out livee. It is ‘ust like faii’
faliing asleep.Livinsgtone going into the heart

of Africa.Gourdon going itno Soundan region.
‘braham obsyed immediately, The greatest test of
his faith was undoubtedly-when he was asked to
sacrifice his son. He did not ask why this sacrifi
It was a_ains nature,azainet humanity,an act of
cruelty.Abr.nad the right to dowith his son what
he pleased,Haman sacrifices were much made &% that
time.The anguish of his soul nuet have been great,
Yet he obeyedGoad wanted to show that the highest
spirit of sacrifice co.ld exist wiout human sacrif
and also wantsd to show that Abr.faith was genuine
King Agememmon was asked to sacrifice his daughter
to save the Greekarmy, His willingness to trust
wod and to obey was suftricient, =
Out of this trust and fBedience there zrew .up "
an intimacy witn God that was remarable.Abraham
was considersd God's friend.




INSPIRED INTERPRETERS
Hosea -- Unrecggnized Power of Lofe
"Fna@ly will I love them, I will nheal them irom
their hurt of sin " -- Hosea 214:4

It just happens that our beautiful art glass wind-
ows are taken out of frame for repair and restoration
Only the drab and dull protestion of outside windows

remain.Our vhurch looks odd. Yet we have here an
ovject lesson for our consideration.We can more readi.
ly understand the situation of people worshiping in
pombed-out Churches in w ar-stricken areas,We also
realize that real worship does not depend altogether
on outward circumstances, but on inner spirit.Likewis
we note that sometimes something has to be removed to
to re-create something better.All this is done to
prove our love for our Caurch and for our Lord,form
~wnom the Church works. - Do we find here a graphic
symbol or type of the world of mankind today? There
18 wuch destruction,much revolution,much that has to
be removed in order that something better might be
produced, It is necessary to enlist an‘unrggﬁized
power- love to bring about God's Kingdom,Alan Paton
of So.Africa has written a story; 'Crg, the Beloved

,-\Gountry" which has been reproduced in movieg and

drama,In that story he suggests that the unreggon
_power in world today is love.

OQur inspired interpeter - Hosea, the great prophet
brings that thot before us to a remarkable degree.
4mos has appeared before him,denouncing the sins of
the people., Now Hosea comes along and speaks of love
as a power to transform. His own personal experience
lendsthe finest illustration of this love, His wiie
was unfaithful to him, but very patiently how woes
her and tries to win her back, and at last succeeds,
but not without many d1sap901ntments and heartaches
and failures.Then Hoeea interprets this experience
in the light of God by saying God has loved his peoplt
Isneal repeatedly they have gone back on Him, but He

"1nslsts on wooing them over by His love.Many disappoir
ments. So with world today-(:0od has done much for us

M all, but we insist upon going our own way.We try

cverytning else- obut the unrecognlzed power of love.
Throughout Hosea it is suggested that love must be
freely given in order to achieve something.Love

, .pa-Spontaneous, &urisingiout of full heart.It
'Q&giégferpbq quced gan foxc egyhgscat work today to
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//’blow out the candle of love.A rather interestigg‘\\\
incident occured in recent Winter Olympics in Now- |
way,where skiing,sleightiding is so promient.The
lignt candles of ancient Olympics had to be taken b
skiers for about 170 miles and the lignt dare not
go out,but in spite of all care,it was blown out foz
30 seconds, but relighted quickly. On our worship
folder we have the picture of .any hands held or
cupped over a candle,so that light will not go '
out.Gotten from Jewish welfare fund originally this
picture portrayes for us the fact that light of love
shall never go out,for it is part of human heart,

Again according ®»to Hosea the Lord says;"I will
heal-them from thékr nurt of sin." Love has healing
power,This past week attended a meeting of folk in-
terestee in social aetion, in which is was suggestec
by a member of the State department of Washington,
as well as minister, that we-strive to work for PT.
Four in program of our nation, thru which healing
power is to be sent to underprivilgged.Two-thirds of
people of world are hungry,millions of refugees are
still world.In Korean at least 10 million- people
are wandergng about as displaced persong. Yet now
our country is debating U.M.T.Universal military
Training, with more of the war spirit,with mores
killing and murder in mind. Dr.Frank Laubach,a
great missionary and one who has done much for man-
kind nhas written a book entitled;"Wake Up or Blow
Up." That is alternative before us,olow up thru use
of force and war or try to be helpful to people.He
has taught "The *“ilent Billion to Read";by means of
simple charts and urging people "each one teach one
and win one,.," Remarkable good will has been cre=ted
among people and nations of backward countries bec
of this method.lhe C urch has responsibility to
produce men with conBcience,passion b® serve, sterlng
integrity,true techamcal skill; all handled with 1ov

Such love will be- as Hosea suggest,-fruitful.

It will have results. Like rain coming to parched
soil, it makes things grow, so Love does foster grwt
Love going out from personality does so muchi,Little
things make big diff.Smile at right momentmay W)
make burden lighter.A note may give assurance,A
simple "thank you'softens situations,.,Always place

for gracious gesture,thotiul remark,sensitive respn
e &M’%’M? B W - 04/1" &b\‘-d—;&%.,
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WORD OF POWER FOR A POWER AGE - _ 3,4, o
"Not by might or power,but by my spirit " saith 2
: the Lord -- Zechariah 4:6
In the Church, in the homes, in fraternal circles
the open Bible has a prominent position.It is the
great light.Upon it solemh vows of love,loyalty,
chastisty,charity,a pledgng o6 tenets of brotherly
love,relief and truth are taken.It has in it the
profound truths about God and man. It is fitting
that on this Universal Bible Sunday we think of this
Word of ‘Power for an Age of Power, as it is so strkng
indicated on our ‘worship folder. We live in an age
of electric,macnine and mechanical power.The great
turbines,the test tube,chemical anaj}¥isis,radio
and radar,great engines to drive ships and aeroplanes
are all symbols of this age of power.But the time has
come when our instruments of power have become 80
strong that scientists are adding their plea to that
of religious leaders,that we need a spiritual power
to -.control all physical power.That is why the word
of the prophet is ‘so extremely timely and significant
We need the spirit of Cnrist for this age of power.
The prophet Zechariah says;" Not by might", Tnis
word in the original denotes physical and brute
force,coercion,represcion.It also implies the pwr
exerted tnru weelth or money as it is used to force
someone.It also refers to mere physical valour or
courage. Tnhat is the struggle today in the world that
by outward torce,by money,by mere pnysical courage
we can run tne world.Great machinery,atom bombs,o0il!
these and many others are indication of this power,
But thru them we cannot 1ift mankind to highest,but
will make only for destruction, .
Tnen the prophet says "not by power," referring
to capacity,ability.It has the idea of " lizard" or
chameleon contained in it, which mears that one tries

to gain control by stealth,by adaptability,being a
quickcnange artist,by smartness,sharpness. That kind
of insinuating power is used 'so much today and is
fn,eouree oI trouble rather than gain,It is an under-
handed power that is extremely dangerous,.Nations
as well as individuals try it,oy arousing prejudice
ﬁigt;usg,natred and strife. The prophet says it 1; :
v :
: tnlngg th:%g::e 3gr;npower" tnat we atvain tnoge

waile, but by s
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’ We cannot solve the great issues of thne world “~
and of our own individual souls except in the
spirit of wne Lord.Human mignt has its limits.It
cannot transform,it cannot redeem,it cannot convert,
it cannot christianize,it cannot go down deep into
tne human heart.The divine power of the spirit of
Clirist, as expressed through Word or Power alone
cnange heart,renew mind,redeem and cleanse cnar
1t deals witn the soul, with the heart,with the'—
eternal part of human nature.Not by power are we to
conquer but by tne sacred energies of God.Here alone
is power to solvex humn problems.

The spirit of the power of Cnrist works in every
aspect of human life. It is the only power that can
come into_our homes today,wnich are in danger of
peing d=stroyed,tor one of tnree marriages goes on
the rocks.Religious undergirddng is missing,not enuf
reading of the Bible and prayer together,.Bride &
groom,husband and wife must continue this.The four
R& R's of a good life are essential- reticence,re-
finement,reverence and religion. Do not go off half
cocked,nave a finer spirit ot appreciation for other

" nave high regard for personality and take God into
your 'life. In life of Youtvh the Word of power,
tne spirit of Cnrist must be paramount & we wi
nave less delinquency.J.Edgard Hoover of F.B.I,
says;" If a boy goes to Sunday,school,reads nis
Bivle and lives in accord with tne spirit of Christ
he will not go to jail. Tne spirit of Christ speaks
to " our condition®-no matter what situation we may
find ourselves in.Here we find strengtn,comf ort,con-

" solation,power for any siutation in life.

In international relatieéns,in our tangles industr
conditions- the spirit of the Lord must prevail rath
than physical,secular,materialiasc pewer. Someone
nas said "it must be munitions or missiong" now,
meaning that either we must arm to thne hilt, or else
carry the spirit of Jesus CUnhrist to the ut ttrmost
corners -of the world.Soldier in New Guinea tells us
westructive power of bomb & theconstructive owe=
ofHCnristéanity wnich transforms. .

érman Hagddorn's poem;"The Bomb That Fell on
America®,in wnich he stands on desert ot N.Mexico..

Look at Jesus Cnrist,nis cross & t
nen -
3-31{631 %I_'_e.ng;__e_mgqg_ & wordl thatbhas né?gguggf fonx)
power in 5o¢. PMumility,put hand into hang of God
oul or man was released for hishesto g
ends,




- SPIRITUAL EXERCIBES
"Union With God " - Joel 2:12;Jn.15;:1f

The aim of soul-culture is not that we want to d-vo
our own souls alone, or even those of 'others, but
that we might enter into union with God and live to
His glory and honor.So out of cleansing, the lst step
in soul culture, we-go thru concentration on Christ,
or illumination to the ultimfige end of it all, namely

N the union with Christ.We link ouf Ach-Wednesday
eplstle with the sign, words of Christ in John 15 &
there find real basis of union with God.

Out of these pascages and others we gather the thot
must be a sympathetic union betw.God and man, There |
must be a mutual attractiveness,which is,however,th |
lowest form of unionWhen we note that the prophet Joe
says that "God is gracious,slow to anger,rich in love
& ready to relent, we come to realize that something

hasbroken that union, ‘that the chain has had a link
removed. As God forgives union is brought about.Tt
depends to a great extent upon God, altho we must do
our part thru faith. "e long for Him,but do ‘not have
the pover to attain to Him, as we shoulld. Jesus puts
it -into these words;"that branches must be pruned,of
they are to bear fruit." He also says that unless we
yagr fruit we are cut off & wither away or are burned
" 7So there might be a brush-pile uniby which is not
worth so much,altho all branches of same kind.There
is not vital relationship to the vine.Tnat is what
is happening to us in our spiritual life. We are se-
parated from God & we need vital connections with him
The great argist Michael Apgelo has painted in ceilin
of Sistine Chapel in Rome a picture in ehtitled "Ore-
~ation" in which he shows God reaching down out of th
\ Heavens, touching the finger-tipe of a man, OT person
& thereby bringing that person to life. So God does
indeed reach down to ug,forgives us our sins and en-
able us to get into vital union with Him. When the
prophet says "God repents" he does not mean to say
that God feel sorry like man,but that God is willing
to give man another chance.These second chanks are
very vital in our livean =
f“’We need to enter into an instrumental union. to
put it rather crudely, so thaf we might have’a
union with God in and thru which we work with Him
That 1is what the prophet is driving at. as he war

at, as he warns
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(/f:;; people to repent, That is what Jesus is so con
‘cerned about when he uses the parable of the vine &
the branches.The branches are pruned,that is the
shoots are nipped ou},so that greater strength might
go into the shoots that re vital and that they might
bear fruit that is worth while.One of the ancient

- mystics uses a most striking symbol to exprees this
union for work by thinking of himself as a pieces
Jof iron that ie thrust amid the glowing coals or
forgxe of living flame, and as the Flame and heat
pengérates ‘every partétle it is transformed and becm
ma, ble, so that it can be shaped in accord with
the service that is to be rendered.Mydic says:I live
no longer, save as Thou dost live in me." As the
light and the air enter every part of world and ever
creature, so thge Spirit of God needs to enter all a
our life,uniting us with Him, so that we might be
working with Him. In a very fine devotional booklet
by Brother Lawrence "The Practice of the Presence
of God," he tells us of seeing a barren tree in the
winter,reminding him of the barreness of his own sou
) & asking God to bring about spring in his heart.Then
he attempts to bring God into every relations-ip in
life. As he works in kitchen, as he goes to buy _
things, he always wants God to go with him, so
that he might live a fruitful life.

Ihe deepest union with God is the organiec union

in which man ‘shares with God in everything and God

- abides in us, as we abide in Him., The same spirit
that is in Him is also found in us,that is a living
and vital union.The poet puts it into these words;

,(“Take Lord, and receive all my liberty,my memory,my

[ intellect and my wil&-all that I have & possess.Thou
gavest it to me.To Thee,Lord, I return it.All is
Thine,dispose it according to Thy will.Give me Thy

- love and grace,for it is enough for me."We may hfae
union like’ of river and ocean,like water in garden
sinking in soil g blood relationship, that of vtl
relationship of Iatherymother,children & parents
husband & wife are but weak symbols of union with Gor
Story of Sahu Sundar Singh, who was anxiout to
know God & be in union with Him,ready to take h:u
life, for no deep satisf~ction, saw God in praver &
union was established & a life of service 1§§e .

Peace wag eteabliched in Soul & unigp '
Was fn uitf
; ul.

\



MICAH'S IDEA OF KEAL REIL-ION
» Micah 6:6-8; 7:8
These words of mlecah & out acting justly, lovin
kindness and walking humbly with vod are engraved ov
the doorway of Congressional Library at washington.
fhey are indeed fi ting there at that seat of Fnowl,
.ﬁuxley the gr. thinker says of them; " A yerfect
idea of religiond A concertion of relig. vh ieh apy
to me as wonderful an inspiration,of genfus awy the
art of Phidias and the science of Aristotle.” These
words were indeed born out of a heart that was seek
ing for the gr.truths to gulde the 1e ople Jiiicah, in
contrast to Is. was & man of.the country, & rural
prophet &.leader., He came from & small comrunity call
jioregheth about 20 miles southwest 0of Jerusalem. He
moved among the rurgl folk and brought his mesecage %0
them. He caw the feehle ideas of religion prevale nt
in that day and insisted upon higher concaertions .His

u lidl

whole 1dea of justice, love and loyalty to »od rises

hizh above anything that we Mave in the L.T.
Hig whole fio't for justice is baesd uron the

very definite exveriences he had in his homw town.He

.ﬁeals with the small town autocrat, who in his jﬂe‘stf
rower squuegzes all out any one hat cets ‘nto his
rower. Larce landholdings were nrevalent and the ten
tre 1icolat

ant s ystem bscame 2 real curse, There was o 18
the = rrowness, the conservatism, th moral temptat
that came inbto that community. Iinjustice in the treat
ment of neighbors was - sp. strong..ie belong to the
city at rrese t but do we realize that a gr. rural
problem faces us. the symbol of the Benddictine monk
" ths cross and the plow' is still one that is vta il
today. fhe country has to deal with is0lé$, with smal
with strugzles, with sects galore. ihe rural popul i#é
going backward. renants have come to be rlaced on nos
of our farms. 1t has been in these small towns that
the high relig. ideals have becen upheld, but the in
fluence has declined morally in last decade. Just at
_precseng the various.miseion study celldeses in our
g}.‘snd and others are studing the problems of the
i

ral people., micah is thinking of the strug-le fo¥r

L T | 2 4. 2,
LTy &

mighpat is justice., 1t is a £icht bewbt. the
the country,bwte, nomads and
3111 peorle and the valley veorle, bew.
the Amorites, bét. Jahwe and Baal.Justice in regard 1

% lx“ v o - : s &3 ¥
property and treating men be tter thanp p

\,
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settled Teopde, betw.
israel and

ICrerty is
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vitd 1y into our relig
life of today. we must reali hat & irituval 4ig of
value a d@ not only the materi

pi
Religion is not only jus

gr.icssue, it is one that em ters v:
a i
T

ice, but is love of kin¢

- ness and mercy.rhe ward for mercy means kinetic love

love that is acliive. lot riding rough shod over others

and making others feel that one is superior is a truth

that needs to Le stressed, but rather kindness &
love. Two ideas as exyresced in waPiyrmans’' book
rreface to Morals and in sagawa‘s bosk Love the lLawm
of Life are fighting for surremacy today. Lihe one is
the id ra of hard fate, of materialiem, the other is tr
ldea. that the spid t& is the sitronger and trat love
& kindfness i1s @ ramount. Can we ado;t the motto of

a certain chureh " The c¢hureh with the !rman ioveh®,
The ehurch that treates fellows uron this earth with
the utmost kindness and courtesye.rhink of the work of
frederick Uberlin in Alrsec as he ‘eals with the rural
reorle and transformed that entire courtry with kind,

ness, They wovld not listen to any improvements, but

he helped them bvild roads, ti1l the 801l so wueh
better, imrrove their farmms, Here is a wonderfvl examy
of that which can bs done. “e woul see the love of ;0@
n the comrmonrlace. :

sut the last element in real relizion tha t ‘
icah brings to bear uvppon his rural problem is that
central part of it 211, rmamely loyalty to sod. walk
umbly with thy 508, ¥hat a word that is. the reople
f ris day wished to bring sarrifices salore, they evn
ished to make human sacrifice to he 20ds. nitnal &
eremony, institusion of 211 %inds were in the fore-
round, 1t is here where iicah had "4z hardest fight.

-

o wal ¥ humbly, not »rondly with od was eccential ,ww

pet be drenminded toward 'iod's truths, we must. realis
hat we are weak without G088, 1t is from im that all

f our strength and power comes.lt is t0 lim that we

vrnin all circu stunces in life.0 that we might think
ore highly of the God which Jesus Cnrist has revealed
0 us. We'need to be loydl to him to the very core.
oyalty ie the mul of religion.lt is this element
haet must enter in and make us faithful in our var
eli gious duties, not merely as a duty, but bec. we
ove with real enthusiams that which pertai ne to God.




SOCIAL M¥SSAGHES OF I'HE rRO HETS }
Amos- A Cry for Justice. 5: 24377 8~
Carlyle .says;" Gr. Personalities are decieiv =
factors in .history."” The heroes of O.T.Gripred hi
ima zination to a gr. extent. 4 man by name of Lod
has written an interpretation of hispory % emtitl
it " Bescon Lighte of History." We get hold of
7. best by studying ite gr. characters % the
truths which they presented. The rrorhets stand
out as beacons. In studying the social message of
the prorhets we must indeed fry to find out what
& prophet is.ihree diff. terms are used for the
proph. in O0.T. On is " One who gazes at,"” & 2nd
"'g seer”™ and a 3d." pabi- ome who speaks.for
another.,” In the time’ 0f the proph. there were
mary in diff, varts of the land, oome were ecstat
other fanatie, others inhaled certain fumes to mak
them say things, Bt the provh, of Lsrael were a
choice grour, altho there wére false oOnes there, .4+
A prorh. was not a foreteller,but a forthteller,
They sensitive t0 highest % best, aware of wod and
oig gr. truths. they had insight 0 a high degree,
among these AmOs stands out as one .0f the -0ldest
Mose wrivicn ‘message we have. He lived about 750
#.Cs It was a time when Jeroboam i1i was king of
lsrael.lt was a prosperous Time. amos lived in
1ekoa in Jucdalh, tThe southern Kingdom.lz miles s uv
of Jerus in a section that was almost treeless, 1li
A0S as Shepherd. He had time to think and broodes
Yhen at ceritain seasons who went ow and cmzed for
figs from sycamore trees which furnsied food for
the poorer clasces. As he went out to market these
he nat yally traveled faor and wide. He was an Ob-
servant shepherd and tradesman, unspoiled, he came
from the country into the cities. He also noted th
 politieal currents and saw that ‘the cruel Aseyrin
. army was sweeping down from the north and that ier
. would not be able to withstand. He saw also that
{ i1sr, would lose not merely bec the emmy was gr.
b bec., of evil and injustice in its own 1life,

Phat ie what got on his nerve % conscience ,He coes
To Bethel the :chief place of “worship ang becine to

gpeak ont the mar¥et I“Sca.




He' ic accused of being @ hired prr
viem thatl he is not &.prof, pries
s b ! =3 i@ S %
nuet ;tellx-. the message in his W a
that whie {5 P asa. 3 - s
-€£§5d ﬁicp 1s fair, sqaare & Just
ddén. 4mos shows his 8T+ Bkil1

this matter ,if he hag come right out with his mese

gf‘genunqiatioh the people woulid not have liste
-3 i?.’b? heqrelates the eins of the nighhor in®
Peo; & & nis.negrer are all in gecord Wi%h thates w
?%Ve that same delight today in see ine the evil.in
# 1ives of our n ighbore 4 do not wateh for 1%
iﬁuf ‘R our own ‘lives, He fights for justice for
flcqpmon m?n. How modern his attack'sounGS'fxou
s% the righteous for money & the needy fo:ﬁarair
? 4shogs, you uramjlex on head o f the Ioor & turn
aside uﬁe way of the humble, The riFth 88 Vegyin!
the cities % hag become parecless, -~ °J oYy b
no human righte. Officials were dorrupt.ihe wives
of the rulers urged.them on to make more money for

“~them so they could enioy their eases rerilous is a

society in which women have stifled their sympathy

*¢he wealtht in order to make more money cannot wai

until ocabhath is over for trading, they chshfe as .

h%gh ae 20 % interest on their money. keligious .

conditions were woeful, sins commitiad right i th

hovncse of 50d. The plumbline 4s put over the wall

in orier to test its uprightness and sqmarenecs, i

is thie plumbl ‘me of Gpd's righteousness that is

B 14 over the morals % life of people.

? s a prophet of " woe". He is sure of th
0

AmOg

judgement come., He .denounces in no undertain
terms.yan's inhumanity to men is the most cruel
thing that we can think of.sa8lsworthy puts it inte
8 drama clled " Justice™ in which he shows how we
down a mam's better instincts thru our injus tice.

Qur injustice twd. the poor, our consideration of
kropetty as superior to man is going to bring with
it a judgement that is awful. 1t seems to me that
.We are laboring under that judgement already. uno
religion 1is of smallest value which does not ex
Pre-s itself 1n just & decent life. deek b4 !
ye shdl 1 live. bay of repentance and yxayer is on
tofay thruwout the country. we need 4it, We muet
Probe into our own lives & purify these, eo that
Justice might r 11 down like water, Jus ice,broth
C

1y love & kindness are cardinaa Iri

: % ciplee.,
Y e e e



A :
r HUSEA - PLEA FOKR LOYAL LOYY
Hosea 6:4;14:4,
- Fhilp ».0sgood in his rel igious drama; " A
Sinner Beloved" brings out the story of nosea in
& very accurate manner. rhe Spirit of wrath & the
opirit of Love fight for the soul of Hosea.Hosea
the prophets Séeme 10 speak wrath, but his heart
. is love. 20 love and wrath wrestle for his eonl.
- They watch Hosea as he goes about his task. Uown
%g tle makred place Hosca's wife ie the torie of
G}Ecussion. @omer was her name, che vwas a,fine,
v1u§1 and emai:?onal and unstable girl, in the
marxet Place they cal 1 her the "™ Sparlet sutter-
fly" becauce she has gone hack on Hosea, has hec
unfaithful to him and has =014 herself for a son
to Gaal, the chief priest of Ashtoreth or Badl. 3
This form of worship of idole was very vulgar an
sensual. The three children of Horcea and Gomer
were le ft with him. they had reculiar namesy such
Al ce&v&r@i&&éﬂ, No-uore~liercy andé " Not-uy-
People." These were often made fun of by bhéir
comzades., they meet nosea in the ra rketplace &
talk with him. He seeme to be s0 stern and ask
'Doee hate do any go0d?” Hosea says he must re-
nonrnce the mother for leaving him.the children
say, Yon hate sim, but you still love the sirnner.
Yon will forgive mother, would not love win her
baek euffike r than hate.Hosea has it come over hi
like a flash and he says;" 1 still love her., I
shall love her to the depths of hell, wmy love
shall win her, cleanse her, br ing her back. Love
is mp iest s0o, just loving." A stir takes place
in vhe market. a band of slaves are brought by to
be solds wife of hosea is in iuis group. ohe has
run away from Geal, lhe priest to see her childrey.
#ne sees and wants her mek, but the slave driver
will noi release herd except for -00d moneye. ©o
Hosea coues along. gGa@l offers a bag of gold for
her. all Hosea can offer is 15 pieces of silver
| Q and 18 bushels of mrléy. As he ofiers this he
ays;" My few pileces of silver are my very life",
After tuite a bit of argument, slavedriver hae
heari enuf to notice that womer longé for Hosea.
©0 he says;" 1 c&mot sell her to you, ¢adl, for
1l cannotl cell her soul. »0 he releases her & she

Joins Hosea. G0d has taught me his love thro mine




| ‘this expresces. the spirtual antobiogrpahy l

N1 8
of Hosea. it shows how he thru the personal ex-
verience in his 1ife, same to a better under-
standing of God's love for his unfai thful reople.

All thr Hosea we find this wooing, pleaing
note., Anos@ denounc &, HOsea woos and pleads, '
He makes Lis mescage very stironge. ne tells the
reorle that uod is " Limine Lover" a very stron

. figure. ne tells them that they had gone back o
w0d,-had become unfaithful to him. uh the unfait
fulness of the reople of israel in tiat day was
greate, rhey forget about their worhsip df vod &
Joined the idolatrous and cenusou worship wf bal
which wae most degradinges rhe idea of the fertilif
cult prevailed at that time & one mustworship to
wod who put fertility in the soil. oome very aw-
ful & degrading rites were combined witd this ide
but dare we throw stones at those people., How abo
ourse lves. In nevesohn tells the chwreh, i have
this against you, that you have forsaken your fi
loveerhe chur ch is not as faithful to Jesus as it
hacbeen. trosperity, Lowedl says; has flattened
out our concertions of woG.Are we as faithfml to
w0d, to the highest principlee, to Jesus as we
have been in the rast. Is our love for the chur
as enthusiastie as formerly? we have lost fai th in
ourcelvees and in 08 as well, i1t is indeed =af tha
.80 mny get tired of the work in the ehureh, go be

on z0d, leave the churech, follow trite and worthle
thahvb. e ne 4 to be aroused to responsibility.
e need & hack to vhrist movement.

fhe Divine Lover, however, remaing true. He
never forsakes us.the flame of trve love, ever aft
bitter Bisaprointment brune away the drogs & = in.
Hosea conld have forsane hiswife. He had all the
%‘xFi to do so, but no,G0d ® vld throw us aside, f
we have gone back on him, but no. wod goes a fter
us, follows us up. A modern poet has caught that
idea most beautifully in ¥ The Hound of Heavem"
namely ¥ -iganoiq thompson. &£ fled thee thru the &b
and the night. L tried to get awa from wod, bu
‘wod curused me and would not let me aL,ne.uoc is
inescapbale, ne is"tfrelese in his pursuit, which
is prompted by the deerest love. wWill we answer
this:pursuit and return to wo0d and be faithful?




"Be Still, A,d Know That I am God" -Ps.li6:10 N3

We have a very beautiful picture of one of our National Parks
the Olympic National Park on the est Coast in Washingtonon
our Worship Folder for todayXke It is a setting that awakens
within us something of the words "Be still gnd know that I am
God" which are taken from the L6th Psalmsin the foreground are

the quiet waters,gently rippling.Tne quiet pines rise up
toward the skies.Type soft green of the strong mountains and
vast expanse of sky above suggest to us something of the way
and manner in which quietness may come into our hearts in the

turmoil of the present time and day.Here in nature we have a
parable of the way and manner stillness and quietness may come
to usjfor we can see how refuge might be found in God, ina
quiet cove,Bow God's poptedémting care may be evident,how
God's Syverdéign Power might availablee

The words on the folder and of our text are taken from that
great Léth Pskdm,which has meant sg much not only in ancient

Israel,but in the histoyy of the C urch, as well as in indi-
vidual lives.How can we be still and know God in a time of
disturbance? That is vital ,uestion in this connection.

We can be still and know God in a very positive and con-
fident spirit, because the Psalmist suggests that God is the

_ﬁ?fuge of His people. God is our refuge and strength, a very

present help in troubles That is a wonderful phrase.There
seem to have happened at the time when this Psalm was written
many tumultbus events.There were camastﬁropﬁgs in naturemsuch
as earthquakes and floods.Tho#% the mountains totter into the
into the heart of the seas,tho they quake before the onset of
the roaring,crushing,seethingwaters of the great deep, we will
not fleare There was a time when the great scientist Audebon
was visiting in Venmmaeala, that a great earthquake took place
the earth opened up,seemed to swallow everything before it and
the w aters rushed in from the omcean,that he referesed to this
Psaglm and said3;"God above still remains and He is Refuge."
At the time of ghe Psalmist great terror threatfigd the Jewish
pwople,for Sennacherxib threat ned to overrun the land and
destroy iteHere aga n in political and econoric conditions a
refuge was found in the Lord. As individuals we are beset by
manifold troubles,yet God here is also our refuge. We have
’n\ mawny disasters in nature. We have many difficulties from
nations and man's destructive power today.Distrust of one
nation of another,uprising and distrust in every part of the
world.We do now allow children and young people fireworks in
these days-which is all to the good- but we permit grown man
and women to play with atomic forces that can blow the world
to piecese In our individual lives we have frustrations,lost,
baffled,confuded,disenchanted,chactic, bewllfered,broken down,
nervous tensionsjthat disrupteWe need to find in t3od-Reﬁv.1ge.
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Quietness,stillness of mindysoul and -spirit can come when

we realize that we can turn to God as our Refuge.Furthermore
. we recognize Him as our ProtectoreHe is the One who watches
over us.When the Turks were beaten back and lifted the eiegs
of Vienna in 1529,it was then that Martin Iuther turned to this
fanous Psalm and wrote the great hymnji" A Mighty Fortress is
Our Gode"Here was an expression ol faitheT,is Ps. has been
called;" the song of songs of faithe" Should the unlverseY
be shattered and overwhelm one,the ruins will still make
una=-fraid. In a very beautiful parable the Psalmist shows us
the probecting care of GodeA ~uiet river or stream,like the qui
waters offi our worship foldersyindicate something 6f this quiet
and protecting care of GodeAfter the storm comes the calm.A
q iet bit of water ,silent in its mevements,has much to do witk
lifes T e quiet and silent waters penetrate the 'soil and make
the grasses and trees grow, to give them strength and sturdi*
nesswey permit even a leaf or a boat to flosb on it.So we

can with utmost corgi.%nce nf t" o Goz lo e an cargy a

- protection of use
The Psalmist expresses t 1dea of belng qu:Let ad recognizng
God -in believing that God is Sovergggne He is the RULER of the
“universe, of history of individual liveseIf we but had the con
viction that this is true we would indeed have perfect confi-
dence -in His wisdom, justiveand power.He is the Lord of hisg*ory.
And this the Prophet Isaiah says <3"In quiet and confidhce\y
shall be your strengthe™In returnlng to God and resting quietlj
in Him you shall find strength and poweresIn the con%nionshig
with God we find new powere.As the sluices of the St.Lawrence
River were this week direfted back into their channels,so that
real power might be created, so in returning to God, the sluices
of our livesshall be opened to new power. Since God controls
affairs and we cannot do it all, we can relax in Him.We try
to run things too much by ourselves. Relax and be sares In the
tensions of today we are often distressed,breakdowns take
place, we need to ask God to take away tensionss In the quiet-
ness of nature we can relax, in the quiet wateas, in the silent
nights of the stars,the moon;in the silences of friendship,
in hearts tliat are silent and yet speak to us, we gain knowleg;le
of self and release.Sometimes a silemce of sorrow, a silence
when we dwell with God in C, urch, in Holy Communion, in prayer
in quiet reading of Scriptures,in thinking about the greb
ness of God; then we lear®y to know God and His wonder-
ful rulership . We learn to know God, His companionship, His
mercy,His love,in meditations on our Lord Jesus; and there
flowg into our hearts the strength and power of God, so that
we might glonfy Hime.
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MYSTERY OF LIFE
"4ll that a man hath will he give for
his life" --Job 2:4 >
Dr .Stanley Jones, & missionary went into a
Buddnist temple in India.:ll around him he saw the
"bubble" in shape of an egg. He asked the Buddhist
pirest just what that symbol meant. The re.ly was
(Mthat the bubble resembles life,which is a bubole
and eventually bursts and becomes nothing at adl.
But Ur.dones said;" I would rather think of tnat
symbol as an egg, "which has the possibiliities of
life in it and out of which much can come that is
worth while., So we have for our service in thinkng
about life today and its mystery- an egg ~ This
egg has great possibilities in it.It can be eaten
and tous nourish and sustain life of some human being
- It can be put under a hen,into an incubator and
after a period of time a new life of a chick will
come out of it., So you see that the egg does indeed
oring berfore us something of the mystery of life.

In a marvelous statue in Forest Lawn Park in Glen-
dale a suburb of Los sggeles, Calif. is entitled
"Mystery of Life." It is the .portrayal of the age- _

d question - what is life ? Why do we live ? What

)is life for ? "hat is the purpose of life?It is
the statement that ®atan made to God, as they thot
testing dob,who was a man of God.Will he be willing
to give all for his life, How we do love life.There
is a lust for life that is remarkable.

In the statue o6 the lMystery of Life we sce a -
the stream of life flowing out of the unseen thru |
this life into the unseen again. Ajong this stream
of life there are gathered about elghteeu people,
representing the various types and kinds of oeople,
All their attention s centered on an eggshell lying
there ouf of wnhich a chick has just sprung forth.
one umoment i$ is unbroken,the next teeuing with
life, a little chick. "hnny the little boy kmeeiingx
ARA waacnlng seems to ask. "How does it nappen?"hat
is the answer to this mystery of 1life? He turns to
m nis aged grandmother,who is experienced in life

and who has gone thru many &Eings. But as we-
look at her face we seem to see there a resignation
She says witn her face gnd eyes;" I don't knomw.

| 4

This i -
is Unexplainaple %o me,
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The boy® questions the two lovers,who are right
in back of grandmother. Have they the answer to the
mystery of life,everything is alright and so joyous
and great when one loves another.That period of
courtship and early love is one of the greatest ex-
periences of human being & should ever be prized and
never ruined."Q that it might remain a part of
life all thru the years. But it is not final §g
answer, There stand the figure of a sweet girl
graduate, represneting the ideals and dreams of
young people she is lost in her dreams,life is full
of hope and joy.*he has not questloned life at all
with its seriousness.We need the idealists,the
dreamers, who see the fine things of llfe.

T.,e scientist with his lens,recalling tne micro-
scope,the testtube is also there and looks upon
the scene.He has learned much.He experiments a great
deal, but has science the answer to life's questions

The mother with a babe at her breast expressing
the spirit of creative life,the nmmwture of a new
life.Is she the one who has faced death to bring a
new life into the world?Her mother love will go a

—far ways to solve some of the mystery of life. B

A happy family group, = ther,mother and childrenp
‘indicate that possibly in the family we may f ind
the answer, A fine family with a spirit of cooperat
ion, a willingness to sacrifice for one another and
to work together will nelp much to anseer the myst-
8ry of life.

- The atheist is there,the fool who simpply grins and
says-1life does'nt mean anything at all.It is'nt
wortnh it,so way worry.Eat,drink and be merry,for to
morrow we die,

There is the gtoi@ in the picture who says;Since
we are upon the world and since we live,we might s
well make the best of it.Even if we cannot understan
everything,yet we might as well go on.

The philosopher,lover of wisdom,wo thinks much,
scratches his puzzled head in vain.The mind alone is
not enurf to sulve mystery of life,

There is a religious group, representedg by &_/

a nun and a monk,who feel assured that they have

the answer to the mystery of life.Here we come to .

the truth.In Christ,in the Bible,in the Church, in
eligions we f£ind the aiswer
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INSPIRED INTERPERETERS
Job -~ Inquiring Spirit
" 0 that I knew where I mignt find Him" -Job 23:13
Someone has called Job -"*he Drama of the Soul. "

it is just that and tne various aspects of soul's
struggle to find God, tox maintain communion with
Him is brot out remarkably well.The story is familiaj
;Qg yet let us sum it up briefly. Job's soul is dis-

cussed in the propog.The devil and Ged contend
for poul of Job.Is Job good bec.Ged is good te him.
Take it all away and Job will deny God.This is per-
mbpted. His family,nis property is taken. His own body
becomess very ill.His wife goes back on nim.His friend
3 to 4 of themar:ue with him,that nis suffering is
due to some gin, he has committed or due to law eor
retribution, the person that sins shall suffer; or
he is squerlng in accord with the amount of nis sin
or possibly even as a dié&iplinary measure to nelp
nis soul to grow.,All these mignt be valid. But Job
argues back.The central thot of Job becomes not merel
the why of suffering, but. his attempt to find Ged
in all tnis world of turmoil.7here is God in all
this? Tnis ia question still asked today.O that I
knew where, I mlgnt find Him ?

Job says in 7:20 " I am a burden to myself " He
/Nlooks as self too much and therefore God is blotgd
out.He hates himself .Every human soul is a battle-
field. One friend said to another looking out upon
life,self and world;" I am no longer s personality;
P am a civil war,' We are,each one of us a civil war,
In each one war goes on between tne higher and lower,
betw.self and God, betw,human beings, our passions
and appetitxes; we are a mystery to ourselves. Then
we cannot understand why all the trouble in the world
Why does'nt God stap it all? We are like a_leaf
blown down the street,torn in shreds.®o Job asks;
"Wilt Tonou arass a driven leaf.¥Wnyx is light given
to a .an who is. desperate ?The oversensitive are
unhappy. God seems to have removed himself completely
from world of mankind.To lose God is worse than
losing friends,nealth,presxtige,or anything else.

M lan without God as Creator,Redeemer and Friend-
tuat is problem faced by Job and by world today.How
~can man find God?. How can man establish relations
with God so that deepest needs of life can be re-

alized thru communion w1th creator aqd Sav1ou ?
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This requires as with Job- an inquiring spirit.

A: book has recenily been published under this title
apout Samuel T.Coleridge,one or the great writers of
England.Coleridge was very much interzsted in what
was going on about him in the life of nature, in life
of nis friends.His was not merely a selfsearcaing, but
for truth in 1life itself.His was,like Job's a reachng
out of the mind.Reagon must- be used to inquire

for and about God.lMen are using reason,science,sittin
@down before a trutn and letting that truth speak to
them.We search for God thru feelings and faith.,Our
dependance upon God is found in raith,which also
teaches us. We live by faith,.That whdach does not
withstand has itself no standing place. We must stand
for something.We d@nquire taru the soul. Soul or spiri
has i.s answers which the reason can never give,The
best in us demands God.No living man has been able

to exclude the claims of nis better self.

The fact that Job searches for God indicates that
he s8till has faith in God.He could not turn to Ged
otherwike .He has the answer to all questions of life
and He will not let Himself be unrevealed. “o Job
could say 3"I know that my Redeem® lives."That word
redeemer is a remarkable one.It really means a
"vindicator', one who stand security. He implies'w
the idea that God is umpire in this game of life and
He will decide everythingwproper way or manner. He
is a God who has oversignt over:all of life.,But he
also says that God 1s a friend who. believes im me,
Still I know that my champion, one who takes up for
me, lives. So at last God appears. to Job.He does
not answer nis questions, not solve all his problems
but God is there, He is not aloof from menfle shows
Himself in the wonders of Nature, in the way every
thing is arranged, in the pewer of great animals.
"The Sea Around Us". remazkble book tells of the
greatness of life beneath the waves, So the vigion
of God at last makes Job humble,repentant. e recogn
God for what He is,a great and powerful God,with whom
one can have comuunion.He comes to see that God runs
the world,that is not. our responsibility.Thru
God.we see the world sanely and as a whole. In tkgi

pgggence of God wzbij?d assurance, Believe and Live,
7 O e Gk o, cpiin v bo b ) 28, sirnd,
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BLAKE'S VISION OF BOOK OF JOB ,
( Engravings from."m.Blake :
‘8lides from Dr.Harris E.Kirsk) “ “@”4%52@

"m.Blake,who was born in 1757 & died in 1837 Was
a poet and an artist.For many years he nhad brooded
over the book of Job, and with assistance of his
patient wife he engraved the story as we see in the
remarkable pictures,at the same time putting some

of his own interpretations and ideas into these.
He is trying to depict heré the suifering of man an

‘ man's response to'it. This is one of the biggest
questions today and we need to find here something
for ourselves. Why suffering, why war, wxhy death?
Blake therefore tries to portray the struggle as it
‘'goes on in the soul of Job, the strugele betw.God
and Satan, good and evil. ;

Title page,suggests that Job is to be depicted na
80 much in literal sense, but rather in its sgwirit-
ual meaning.Angels flight below indicates "The
current of creation" as being clockwise,symbolic of
expereicne of casting out the devil.,

ITlustr. 1- Age of Tnnocence- Job and his entire
family,gathered for evening®8 devotion.Gr. tree dep:
rooted symbol of strong moral life.Pinnaales of

,‘\ Gothic temple in right background stands for the

spiritual,crescent moon & evening star shining ov

the barns for material.Dogs and sheep in foreground
Musical instr.silently hang upon tree.Deep peace.

Illustr, 2."Men are born with angels & a devil."
Hegwar opend .Invard life of Job is real theme of
book "What is above is within."God above,looks like
Job.Angels reading fr.Book of Life.Accuser comes
fr.below to make his chareg.In his flame shadowy
image of Job & his wife.Childr.of flesh on left, &
Ang=1ls on right.First attcék agnst .family of Job.The
margin full of symbolism, x

'SiHere Satn working ill-will upon children,The
childr.senuous, cared more ab.toutw.things.The terr
depicted.False estimate of material things,

> tion.B
. 2Te gone,only fe Tue «Barng
@ stends b mosse . of £100k, but Gothie church 4111

in overthrowing he
QPiffrg _Job divides n aven.Lord looks grieved
: ings to ¢ Ais last meal with begear,Job




6.3bkke receiving boils. Gr.dark clouds & Satan“\\
together,whole heaven seems to descend.GCod repre-
sented by descnding sun,which throws light on knee
of Job's wife.Stan's foot on Job's right knee, shor
that he is attacking his spirit.

7. Three friends.Margin 4 ‘sleeping figures.These
friends corporeal friends & therefore eally enemies
Die to sin in Job,retirbution,common sense and
* disciplinaery measure. is their argument.Receivﬁh/
good at hnd of God & not evél.Not go back on Cod.

8.Job's defeat when he curses day he was born.3
friends of left,wife on right,dark landscape.lnyiel
masonry in back refers to harsh reélig. of friends.
Margin shows clouds weeoving on thorns,weeds,etc.

9.Epiphag rebukes Job as God as himself.
10.Job laughted to scorn.Note position of feet and
hands,when right for-ard good,left represents bad.
The cross of stone in back.
11.Botbtm of pit. Job lying on narrow ed becomes
victi of hideous visions.Below evil® ones with
chains,above false conception of God dreadul.
123.Elihu comes to chastiseceopeeal man. Stars so
bright emphasize depth of night into which Job has
come.In mar. in emanstion fr.Job's body.
13. The Lord answered Job out of whiflwind. |
Motion of wind.Job's fiiends silenced,Job Bees Wrc
14.God shows perennial creation going on, in margi
patricularly.Clouds divide universe mnto four part
- united by Divima=® Being.Below world of time and sp

Above eteral world within.Here COreator,mind and 1o
below His arms.Betw.empty abvse of Nature.”ay on
top universe- of stars & seraphs,who do God's will.
15.Creation of outer world.Behomoath & Leviathan
'16.Judegrebt of world.,or casting out of error,but
‘soul of Job & wife are saved.
12.Blessings upon Job, ‘God & Job above clouds,Job
?gvaigion of ghrist,who really vindidatéss him.

.Lord accevped Job when he praved f ri

Conquer by forgi eness.~??€~Ewtzfad£?r'frlends'

19.Back on earth Job's friends and share with him,

20.Life regenerate,as Job tells 3 .
3l.Job with his family., 's of His experinQ)



DRAMA OF THE 80'1, - JOR
%I Know My Vindicator(Redeemer) Lives"
' Job 19:25-27

In the Church of the Middle Ages-and even in Cath.
Church of today- whenever a person was to be sainted
or recognized in a special way or monner,someone w
appointed to act as " Advocatus Diaboli" the "Devil
MAdvocate” who was a ¢ritical opponent,who brought

up a2ll that could be said against making that
person a saint or holy. In Job this &% exactly what
Satan does, as he brings about all these trials agnt
Job,so as t make him blacker than he really is.Tt
. is well tho' that such efrttical judgement is made
of a persontslife and character, for the shadows
bring out the light.Job declares that he will en-
dure the test.He will be tried in the furnace and
come thru to a remarkable degree. So Job argues with
hie friends;"How long will you harrow my soul?? esum
I have sinned, T still believe that God will take
up for me, If not in this life poeeibly in the 1life
to come,at some future date. The words he uses now
are :" I kxnow that my Redeemer lives’" They do not
eefer to future life,but the present one. We need to
M get at the root meaning of this word in order to

understand the confidence & trust of Job in God.

The word and meaning of " Vindicator" ie found in
the original word which is "Goel" , a redeemer, a
vindicator, He was the nearest kin of a person hhat
had pottam into trouble. The " Vindicatgor" was to
act aswhe redeemed, ransomed, or avenged one who had
fallen into debt or bondage, We often hear of feuds
"among Arabe or Oriemtals.A man had killed another in
accident or on purpose.The brother or near relative
of the killed had to become " vindeiator" who would
rectify the injustice done to a loved one.Or if some
on: had“been takga captive,then "vindicator" would .
aet as " Daysmn@" as security until matters had been
adjusted .80 Job expects God to act as " Mediator" ae

" Go-Between" who rapsom #is sov} who would stand

e - 1
”u;eigggcgga?o§hgr Eote - Job wishes god toaéggga:ni
pire Judge" who would decide . ar '
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He would 1let Goacbe the one who would%pversight
over the motives & deeper aspirations be the judge,
That is what we need to learn also. A magnifcent
story comes to us out of olden times called the
"Legend of the Hermit." In it a monk ie accompanid
on his travel by an agegl guide, As they come to
place wealthy man,at the departure, this angel t=ks
golden cup away & substitubs a plain cup.Tne
monk is exasperated & tells the angel,who simplsy
saps; "Wait and see." 3 the next place the golden
cup is left in home a very poor people,but the houe
is .burned down as they leave,igain monk protests &
says; I cannot understand all this.Again the answer;
Wait and see," A little child guides them across
8 narrow bridge which leads across a swift flowing
river., The angel pushes the child into the stream,.
Now the monk =ays; I am not going further along with
you,for this is the limit." S_ the angel messenger
says; "I will try to explaint o you what all this
means.l took the cup from rich man who could spare
it & did not real Iy mi<< it. T gave it to POOT man
& brund house down,When they cleared pubbish away
the goo cup would be found & enable them to build
better,The child was dpowoned in stream,because

.1t had a bad influence exerted upon it in itg
home & it was better for it 40 die,than to live a
life of sin." Now the monk understood. So we also
need to let God be the judge of the many misunder-
stood affairs of 1life,as Job waswilling to do.

But as Job says:"T know my vidicator lives" he ig
referring to the deeper asprct of @od's friendehip.
He c=aye in other worde, I know that God will eventu
become to me a friend, who believes in me. Woffat
translat~s ‘hese worde as follows;" Still I know
One to champion me at last," oen who will take up
for me.Job longed to be near God and to have God
recognize him. As he comes to this o :
night 1s 1ifted from hig Boul."HiswhgnK:Zion the nis
unfortunate ig very "dnfortunate," Ag Jop f?eggr e
?:“;:ult%s gaved,ﬁow akin to Goetha'g finalgscs e
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Job 138:15 |, Aets.27:25

Sometimes in a processional in a camp, or when
our young ladiee come into church ah Christmas
morn the carrying of lighted candle is very simple
and easy. But at other times a strong wind blows,
/™ one twists this way,that way to get away from
vne wind,holds the hand over the candle to protect
the light,one has/vené to walk with one's back to
thewind to keep light.How true this little inciden
is to 1life, When all goes well, it is simple enuf
to maintain the light of Christian faith and trust,
but let the winde of troubles and adversity come
along and it becomes exceedingly difficult."Tnhe
Candle in the Wind " needs to be nursed as carefuld
in fact more than otherwise., In thesedays when
things are so troubled,when we are harrassed on all
sides,we still need to have faith that is deep and
strong.

Job gives us a most inspiring example of the faik
that maintaine itself in spite of all in those:most
heroic words of the Bible;" Tho' He saly me,yet
M will T trust Him."Job is truly up againdt it, he

18 a troubled man. He lost most of hie property,he
wae bereft of hie children,he is affl¢ged with a
dread disease,hiswife goes back on him, his socalld
friends become " Job's Bomfortee?s". yet even Tho
God seems agnst him, he is going to face God, he is
going to trust Eim.What a faith }

Note that Job has the profound conviction that_God
is still_the Ruler of all. Right now some people
afflicted in same way as Job - seem to have their
faith blitzkrieged,faith has become a casualty of
catastrophe. An easy optimism,a belief in inevitab®
progressg a selfrighteous view of morality of one's
onw nationand caidss have obscured Cod, God is really
revealed thru all the troubled time. God sends rain
& sun over just & unjust.Paul writes "Be not deceid
M God is not mocked,whatsover a man soweth that al
suall he reap." What nations sKow they shall reap.
Moral lmms do not work in isolated cells. e live in
a world w ich is part of universe.C nsidering our

God-lessness in the past years,¥e.just come to re_
cognize that we . ;
pgésent predfgaﬂzg E%a %2 3§h¥%rw%eqig§ ﬁ%"&b%?e




No troubles can dislodge the great universal law
in operation of plantes,gravity & chemteal react
Jesus beliewd in potehtial goodness of man.The
fact that some contend that t-is si nor"true does
not alter circumstances,Bec.men have mess of thn
is no reason for lack of faith in God.It shows
evidence of men's lack of God and their unwillin
ness to be guided by Him.No troubled times can U
destrgoy validy of Jesus' teaching.It is only the
ay of cross that makes for resurrection.Undoubted
God will take the criss-cross threads and still
weave out of all this mess something worth while,
Job says he will truet God,tho' he is slain.Paul
in storm at sea gathers all the man about him,en
couragee themtells $hem to be of good cheer,for
I believe God.A most befigtiful letter comes from
across seas from a Britieh flyer writing to his
mother, He speaks of his love for his country.He
tells her that even should she be killed her sacry
which he admirsd so much has not been in vain.The
sacrifices of past have builjup present., He conside
the war a fight for a principle & in this we need
dare give all."You must not grieve for me if you
really believe in religion.T have no fear of dei i
death,only a queer elation.The universe is so vast
8o ageless,that the 1life of one man can only be
justified by the measureof his sacrifice.Only one
regret that he could not make decling yrs of his
mother happier.' There speaks out of this letter
the spirit of faith & trust in troubled times.
From the thot of Job,Jesue Christ,Paul and others
we gather that a person should rise above the
troubles of his time, for in Christ we have very
definitely the answer & the solution to all the
problems,if we would but apply them, Dr., 8.Jones
tells the story of an experience in the Indian Ocem
during a terrific storm.Tn these small hurricanes
small birds often perish,but "when the storm strike
the eagle he sets his wings in such a way that the
air currents send him above the storm by the
very fury.The set of the wings does it. So eagle
souls by set of the wings of faith can rise above &
easgle souls can lkewise bear other upward to a
victorious life,




DRAMA OF THE SOTL - JOB
Why Suffering ? Jb.1:9;4:7:;9:3

Andreyev, a Russian writer,has written a gripping
story in which describes "The Life of Man."A mystr
being in grey,holds a candle in hand. "hen the can
blazes brightly,man is born and five episodes are
- nshown in life-early love,struggles,worldly. succes

- sorrow and final despair & death.Slowly the candle

~ gutters,This is pessimism,dark deep despair.Ts man' g
life defeated,futile,helpless?Ie it simply birth,
life and death, Or is there something deeper in 1fe
There must be, or why all the struggle,or else why
the sensitiveness of man.Suffering shows that a very
great fight is going on in and for man's soul.We
may think of suffering in world fr.var ous viewpts
The atheiest says-there is no God & we come to non-
existence of suffering as in Buddha,Othere say it is
to punishment of evil.Others again -it is best for
us,then why nothing but suffering.Tt really should
be a call of God in overruling evil, Job deals with
these problems in a most magnificent manner, Here
we have depicted for us the great dframa of the -oul.
/M Life becomes a stage on which the drama is enacte

- Job is one of great books in world.It comes out
of the period of about 500 B.C. At same time wase
#ritten a book or drama that deales with same subject
in Greece,namely Aeschylus "Promethems Round." It ha
about same theme as Goethe's " Faust",Shakespeare's
Hamlet .1t has colored the thinking of men like gr,’
philsophers, as Schopehhauer,Nieteche. Tts author
is a Hebrew.Its scene is laid outside of the Jewish
worl.Uz is land southeast of Palestine,beyond the
border of Fdom Job is historic-it hap-ened to a man-
but at =ame great poetry and a parable.ltes subject
is eternal comflict between good and evil,the Aiff
of man's soul maintaining its faith in world so upee

The probog gives us the dramatic setting of the
drama of the soul., Up in heaven -God and the Satan-
: e about goddness of Job.The question is .Job good

~ because he has evervthing.Take all t inge away fr
him and he will curse you.God permits this and Satan
}ﬁbpgzﬁigted to destroy part of .family, property of
he b.eCOmeg n: rovering. A lastibedy-ar sob attacked,
? €ry sick,%hat w 11 he do noy



struggle for the soul goes of the realm of heaven

& comes into the heart os Job himself .,For he has to
decide.Hts wife tells him to curse God and die,but
Job says;if we have received good from God, shall
we not aleo take the evil.The Lord hath given,He
hath taken,blessed be the name of the Lord." Wow
hies three friendeand then a fourth come to see 1
him.Thie is so graphically brot out in this gr'U ™
picture by Lieberman "Job on Heap of Ashes." For
seven.days they sit.It ie the fellowshp of silence.
Tor deepest moments of life-silence is only answer
Bathed in sympathetic silencd the mind and soul
which are tired would be refreshed, ;

At last Job speaks about his wretchedness and
speaks about peace fr which he longs.Put now the
friendsjcalled- "Job'e Comforters" in a cynical way
because they offer so_little real insight and comf
into problem of Job, Eliphaz, the oldest and hailng
from a wise family,has his say.He tells Job your
suffering must be due to some sin you have commited
According to Hebrew conception- the good prosper an
the evil suffer. It is true that suffering & sin
-.keep close company.Excessive indulgence in anything
brings evil results upon it.A great deal of ef
in world due to sin & the results of sin.So man
innocent are dragced- into suffering bec. of sin.Wr
toda in conflagration bec. of sins.Rut to accuse
Job of some special sin,wae'nt the way to comfort
him and was.not the way to fight for hie soul.

. Bildéd,the other friend saye sufferings iare due

to law, to trddition, There is a retribution in law.
The persons that sine shall suffer.There is an in-
evitableness in suffering.The Greekes had their 1ittl
gae,called FRemesis- which would pursue him who

had sinned & done wrong.Ginat jugegernaut from whih
there is no escape.Maelstrom of the sea Eweeps way.

Zophar,third friend uses common sense in arguing
fro suffering is in accord with amount of sin, it
is commemsurate with guilt.Arguemnt & strict logic
déesnot help suf ferer.God detects slightest mi
tkae,just like wtachdog..This is not fatsfactoiyf
- _Flihu,4th friend speaks of disciplinary value of -
Pain calls attent. to evil.Pain moves to humbaa

penitence, Orscar Wilde Ofit “of the De

Transcend,tutilize and transform.Come tls.e Pr
& P : : .Come 't ofuny
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- DRAVMA OF THE SOUL - JOR
. Impatience of Job - Job 3:20;235:4

. A doctor said to a man who had years of 1life ahead
of him,but in an illness would not put up a good
fight; " Don't die before your dead.Pight the good
fight " In a contrasting spirit we have the words
of a famous Amewtcan Admiral;who said;" We have just

egun to fight" when the bAI'Te® eeemingly was goir
against him. That is the spirit we find in Job,one
of the great heroic characters in history and in
lierature,He was " domm, but not out." He was down
under,but he did not take it laying down,but he foug
the harder, He could " take it." That is why the
impatience of Job is so significant for today & for
our time. We are going thru trials & sufferinge,but
like Job we need to stick our chest out,hdld head
up and stttk our chin out,for we believe in Cod,

Job was hit hard.Much had been taken from.him,His
family and friends had gofne back on him,but as apos
James said;"Patience of Job " is inspiration.But as
we look into the atmosphere at the time, the impat
was more pronounced, He fights back.His friends
tried to make him a greater sinner than he was,they
/M tried to tell him he was altogether wrong,but he

feels assured that he has done right in accord
with the light given him, that his friends are not
the best judges,and he calls upon God to jusetify
him,His weakness and illness, the false accusation
do not get him down,He asks questions like these:
“Why is light given to a man who ie desperate?"Or
as La Tonaine puts it;" Tye oversensitive are un-
happy." Job quarrels with 1ife,for he was hit hard.
Man is born to trubble.Wilt Thou harass a driven
leaf? He asks.A leaf torn off a tree,whirled down
the street,throm into a oroner,picked up by thﬁ
gusts of wind & torn apart & chased some more, 15
is a picture of human life. Job was engageg fﬁ the
most magifi-ent grumble in human recopde, We dare né
assume now that we can kxick and grumble about 1life
yneess we have the same insight “hat Job had.Too

much of that, He was a sort of a' Ione Dog“,who

did not want to be a lap-do ;
a ptt
who wanted to roam at wifl_ &gﬁakephiggwgogg;?fg’vpgg
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seem to hit us hard? Greeke had story of "Three
Yates."They were daughters of Erebus.First one-
@lotho held distaff;3nd Lachesis spun the thread;
and 3d.Atropos cut it off with a scissor.Ts that

all there is to 1life.Job saye ;" No," : _
But he not only argues within himeelf and with hus
friends,he c'alls upon God to justify him, for he
feels God knws better than anyone,But he very
anxious bec. God seems to have forseken h8m & will
not answer right away.." To be wroth with one we low¢
Doth work like madness in the brain." Job's biggest
compalin scems to be that Cod has forcaken him and he
cannot understand.He questions God.That is not

wrong in itself,if we really come to GodA faith whch
is never troubled by doubt is not necessarily a stro
faith.God's presence as Psalmist in 139 Ps. says;

is verywhere."If I make my bed in hell,Thou art
there." A remarkable word,God goes with us into the
lo#est hell, Tt is hell to be cut off from God,from
His sustaining presence- to seek in vain foo Him.Tt
ie sheer inability sometimes to find power in GCod to
bear the pain or to meet the situation.The sensitive
soul is caught by the unresolved conflict of insight
& impotence.Sometim s poverty,drudgery,unemploy; nt
illhealthydisorders ot the mind(like Lincoln, ‘&
Cho in,Chas.Lamb,etc.had) seem so hard to bear.You
recall Promethasm who accord to legend stole fire
from heaven & for his arrogance was chained to rock
& his vitale eaten out in puniehment.We got thru
that agony in aspiring to the hizghbte,

Yet Job in his rebellion & hise auestioning trusts
God_completely. One of the great words he speaks is

" "Tho' He slay me,yet will T trust Him." Tt is fod whe

after 41 given meaning to 1ife.Tt is not aes if we
were like Da.Vinci in his parab® before a stonr
wall at mouth of huge cavern,with feeling of h

over a deep abyss,in utter desperation;rither :giing
poet Clough says;"Tt fortifies my soul to know, t
tho' I per&sh,truth is so,"Shella shook fist {in -
face of God,but Job did that & hag faith,We need

toh faith o
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DRAMA OF THE 80UIL - JOR
Job_42:1Vision of God Reconciles -Job 37-38.

Rene Fuelop-Miller hae written a fascinating stg
in " Triumph Over Pain " in which he shows what mea
have been used thru the yeare to overcome pain.Tt
used to be a motto; " I have lived means T have
suffered."RPut man alwaye did try to assuage pain &
to alleviate suffering.Charms,hocus-pocus,conjuring
(M tricks,alechmy were tried.Mesmer was one who tri#

to alleviate pain by hypnotizing a person,That is
2 method used even to this day., Priestly discoverd
& gas that would help.It was called "Laughing Gas"
for quite a while.Morphine,then ether( which 1led to
ether parties in U.S) and at last W.T.Green Morton
discoverd anaesthesia.Some very dramatic moments
when first tried in operations upon men.Even clergy
men oppesed it,saying - we were made to suffer.This
is the gist of what Job wae trying to do.He was aken
to overcome pain & suffering.He called upon God &
He found another way to assuage pain thru an inner
method.His suffering waes made bearable thru a vision
~of God. And that is the deeper thot we keep in mind.

As Job argues with the friends and with God,the
Lord appears to him in a storm and rebukes him for
,~\his presumptions. He at least appears to Job and

/responds to his inguiries, God is not high-hsanded
He is not that aloof from men,that He does'nt take
any interest in hie affairs, But He tells Job that
suffering is not to be understood merely thru argu-
mente & by talking about 1¥, That does not settle
matters,The Toord raises the level of he debate to
the plane where doubts & feare cease.The atmosphere
of a sick room, of a strickenheart changes whn God
enters, Then GCod reveale to Job that it is not man.
who is the cent-r of the univerge, the hub of it all
but rather God. As long as we cling to idea that uni
verse ie world-centered we, of course, are on wrong
pathsTnat was a great argument when Newton proposed
such an idea in material world,but we are thinking
now of spirittad universe. God unveils Himself in

n I fixed b
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bit.Can you soar up to where the eagle makes his
nest .Look at the hippopotamus(behemoth) in the sea.
Dr. Bebbe, a sea explorer has phot ographed for us
some of the wonders of the sea & we see the maevels
of God.Then think of how God runs the affairsof men
He rules justlylowers the proud,raises the fallen
and is great in His guidance,That is even true t oday
altho God seems to have 1little to say in affair

of man. As God thus presents Himeelf to Job as a~God
who is tranescendent- way above =verything- and yet
very immanent- rear to men; we,like Joh, recognize
His might and power. ~

What is it that hapoens to Job as he gets this visd
of God."omething takes place in him., Hig arguments
had gotten him a hearing. He had won thru to God.
“Only the audacious ever win to “od." A remdkr-ble
poem by Th.Maynard "Faith" brings out the idea that
man is not merelv to bow subrissively,but to win
thru to God by searching and s=eking.( cf. poem)

Job recognizes God for what He is- a great and power
ful God.He sees God not out~ardly so much,but with
His insight and vision.He becomes very humble ,a28 we
all mustbecome.He says;" Ihespiae mycelf in dust &
ashes & repent."Job gains new courage to carry
on, Here is what happens then as we get a visiok
of God amidst all our perplexities even of today,We
need tonecognize God. We need to understand that the
universgiEgod&s, it_is not our responsibility .Our Jc
is not to try to run this world for God, but to be re
ceptive to,God.Keepoouruconnections with God,the
source of power & trust Him to do the producing.We
cannot worry ourcelves sick by conditions today.We
need to learn to do will of Cod.See 1ife steadily and
as a whole.As one goes up in aeroplane,one sees the
details vanish & one sees things as a whole, Then
we must come to same conclusion as Job did-that we
must repent before God and ask Him to forgive ur out
grideévgiign of God releases from problem, *
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= ; CANST THOU BY SEARCHING FIND GOD *?
Job 11:7; R3:3
Here is & high hill, "There are meny .pathways
which lead to the top." One path may be fr.one side.
the other from another.So there are many pathways
to God and we cannot tell everyone to go by the one
~~which may have heen our own experience. Job asks
that deep and searching question of his friends;
Can man by searching find out God?" He would like
. to come close to God, camne into direct contact with
Him so that he might present his cause & argue with
Him,It is that same heartlonging which permeates lv:
all over. It is a desire to know God more intimatel,;
= Let us weigh and consider just a few of the
pathways which men try to find God, for .it is our
gsearch ag well, Man uses his sensesgto search out
Gode A little boy comes out on the lamm to find God
in the grass, bec. his father had said God is here.
; The scinetist uses his mechanical devices, such g§s
the microscope to find Him in details, Man searches
the heavens with the telescope. & often says, he can
not find God there. Yet if in nature we look for
’,%od we may find things that seem B0 unfGodlike., The:
\is the unceasing struggle of fungues, poisonous
plants, parasites living off other plants, butcher
Pisiés killing animals. Ngture seems .to be " red in
tooth and claw."” Should we idenify some of the ecrue.
powers af nature, like earthquakes & volsanoes with
. & loving God? So we note how intesne Job's and our
- search is for Gods There is an evolution & God may
- be found in that, for God creates cahitinsously.
Reasons enters into this search for God. Men
have sought God thru all the various agencies which
have been given to them & reason has been one of th
most persistent. Man reasons that in back of this
orderly universe there must be a God, or one suprem
beinge. That might mean that God is also the cause *
of the evil & the wronge. But someone must have made
this earth, as no clock can be made without a maker
/™ There sScems to be a ver definite purpose for the
sarth & for the existence of man and therefore we
draw Lhe conclusion that a Master-mind, God Himself
hag created & made all things, History and its eour
- indicates that facts are not alone to be considerd
but the interpretation of this is vital. We must
eateh movements, note the dramatie issues, follow
the development of gr.principles and realize that i
back of it all is G -
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We search for God thru feelings. There is in uj
a dependence upon God, upon m@&: power, e re=
alize that we are end of our powers and find recours
in God. So i1t takes mystic emotion, a deep desire
within theheart. The univsersal desire for God is
an indication of this search for Him, Faith is vital
Paith is the soul's insight or discovery of some
reality that enables us to stand anything that

may happen t0 man in universe. Royce. We have stws
very definite personal experiences of God & of His
power & we must recognize these as pathways to God.
We learn to know God thru love and suffering. The
heart gives an insight that we get no other way.

. Canst thou by searching for God thru the soul
or the spirit find Him. The best in man seems To de-
mand God, H.G.Wells puts this so well in his novel
" Undying Firee." Job Huss§ a gr. schoolmaster falls
on evil days. Epidemic closes school, Asst.Master is
killed by fire and 2 boys likewise, & close friend
commits suicide, his savings scem to be &ll lost, his
only son is killed in the war and he falls ill & it
secems to be cancer. He had raised school to highest
level, 80 he asks why should all this befall me? "To
the limit of mys trenghh I have served God, and now
in the hour of darkness where is Go d?" He pa.sss;e%‘E
before his mind all the struggles of nature and Thir
all is bard., Three friends come to visti him,Blipha-
Burrow, “m. Dad and Joseph Farr, They argue with hin
as they try to put him out of his school. Job is
arguing that he refuses to connect God with cruelty.
There is a higher power in the -human heart, the un-
dying fire of the spirit of God in man the recreates
finer spiritual images. This undying fire of love,
aspiration and courage indicate immanence of God.
The spirit of love, peacg, joy is a ﬁart of this.
So we would find God in best in us. "e would cearch
for and find Him in Seriptures. We weould find Him
thru prayer. Find him in highest values, Find Him
above all in Jesus Christ as the divine revelation.
There is & mystery abt this all, If we found God
altogether to our staisfaction he would be too
much like us & we would be dissatisfied. Sp the
search goes & there is always something ahead.

In reality man can never by searching find out
God. His only hope is in being found of God. God is
beyond man's reach, for God lives on the plane of
the eternal, wereas man cannot extricate himgelf
from the temporal., Yet man searches for Gods sand
finds Him,



