GLORIFYING GOD (Ilenten Sundays '57)
Jesus Glorified Cod ( John 17'1-26)
John 17:1
S .John the seventeenth chapter is one of the great ard re-
markable chapters in the Bible. It was a prayer which is oftn
called the Highpriestly Prayer, for in it Jesus dedicates Him
sqlf,his disciples md the world to the Father in Heaven. T,is
(™) prayer is a joyous one and breathes something of the.svirit
of consecrationand strgngth,It is shot thru by adoration and
thankdgiving and even exultatlon,altho Jesus was at this

time in the Upper Room with his d#sciples and had just instit:
ted the Last Supper and was facing the suffering and agony of

the crosse E1ght separate times the word "glorify", or glory,

or:glorified is useds It runs like a g ad thru the
chapter and holds everything together.Ggnuine rope from Mani;
hemp is recognizable by red thread running all thru it, so
in this instance the thread of "glory" enables us to see what
Jesus | wishes to emphasizesC,rist puts His soul into thanks-
giving to the Father for allowing Him to suffer for the world.
Here is no unwilllng victim, but one who offers Himself., We
want to think about the various gspects of "glory"™ as shown
to us in this chapter and as we think about these on Syndays.
The first expression of Glorifying God is one used by our
,Ierd when He says; "I glorified Thee on earthe" Here is an ex
pression of worship, of adoration, of putting God firste
"To glorify" means in other words to esmpress appreciation for
the greatness and goodness of Gode. It is uséed bo speak of
enhancing, raising God's reputation. It expresses high regard
for Him, It gives Him the highest honors/ It spreads His re-
utaidone A human being like Frederick Faber out of the depth
o s high regard for God and.felt that out of a high thot
about God could come strengthJ"Learn what G s like, sq thai
in darkest moments He will give strengthe"God's glory is a
wondrous thingy MOst strange in all.its ways." And closing
with these Ereat words,"For right is rlght,s;ngg_ggg_iilzod
and ri day must win." Jesus says here that thru His
whole life He wants to hrlgg credit on the Fathers What a
wonderful thought to keep in mind. Are we as imterested in
bringing glory to God, @n His name, upon His work, His Church
His Word, His Cause.One of the great evangelists of today
~ when people praise him, says "I wq_g_hg_pnj_ﬂ__;st and\
Ged into We foreground and not myselfe."One of our fine
t//pastors who was quite popular usedto say;"When people put me
in the foregroudn and not C,rist, then it is time for me to
get out of the waye." Here Christ as great as He was still

wanted to put the rather 1nto the forefronte I glorified Thee
on earth.- , wb\wél{ﬁg
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Our Lord goes on in this prayer to show how He glorified
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the Yathers" I have manifested Thy name, I have spoken Thy
word, which Thou gavest mees I have made God's name known to
men, whose name had been unknown and hidden.In other words

thru His teachings and His-Word our Lord has. told to people

.what God Is 1ike, You recall that in the disciples asked
» Jesus to "show us the Father®, Jesus saidj"He who has seen
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me, has seen the Fathere" Missionary was asked what )
special work they were doings They replied; "We_bring on
C rist and in C rist you.seethe face of Gode" In Cy,rist we
see what Gpd is lile sIittle youngsters whose dadday was over
seas could see his picture, as mother show8d it to him agaian
and againe But one day, the daddydnme home and*now the child
could see for real what the real father was likeo.That ¥ has
happened in JesuseFrank Laubach said, for yrs:'I thot of Chr
as-a good man, who in due time diede.I admired Him, but coudd
not enjoy him as afriend,or a power in my life. W;thout a lvg
Cyrist to love, I found God heartless,cold and dead. Now I
know C,rist and God is my life and my alls Christ had that
sewi_i_on in His life to show what God is like. A aia
& again He shows us thateWhen He was offrd bread at well at S
Sychar He said;"My meat is do will of Him that sent me." I
am sent to preach, I must proclaim what God puts into my hear
I came to send fire on earth, to sekkand tosave the lost.
M1 am come to give life«"S Christ glorified God thru
His deep sense of mission and the Words He spoke becamelife,
But not only in Words.did Jesus glorify God, but also thru
His workseS, he says here in Johp"I have accomplished the
work which You gave me to do." T e second 1ast word on the
cross;"It is fingyhed" was a word of triumph like this onee
Not my work, but Your worke Get away from your own work, o
make all your work the Lord's workeJesus could say "I must
work the works of Him that sent mee" I came to ministeér and
give my life .for manye.I want to fufill what God has started.
He did not die .a defegted man, but fulfilling His mission.
What ®hepe works of C rist | His tauch healed broken lives,
be healed ren's minds and spiritsshe righted characters that
were warped, He gave sight to klind,words to demB,hearing to
deaf,life to dead,brot ;good cheerycomfort and power.Thus we
kihow God as He really is.He is sxunselfish,generdus,patient,
humble,he gives us new standards of values?iInto Bolivia
came a Dr. BeckeThe night was dark,superstitions rife.
Eventually a modern hospital was built.At the dedication, Dr.
Beck said3"26 yrs ago when I began it was all dark,now at las
I begin to see a little light," Thru the course of centuries
our Lord Christ has brot a liftle light into this darkned
world«8s the Psalmist says3"T e night is ended,Iwill awaken
the dawne" So we can also try to glorify God as Jesus did.
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GLORIFYING GOD
.Glorified IN Them.
; John 17:6 = 10 -19
I,John, often called the .Eyangelist, was present in the
Upper Room on the night before Jesus! crucifixione The scene
and the words that Jesus spoke that night so impressed them=-
selves on me, that I shall never forget themesThat High-priest
ly prayer was so remarkable, that I could write down the wrd
r\‘rom memory,as the Holy S irit directed me.Qur Lord first
prayed for Himself, then He prayed for us disciples, and at
last f or all people who would ever believe on Hime Since I
am a disciple, a follower, a leameer of my Lord, I was just
overwlllemed when He brot us in such fine and deep words to
the throne of the Heavenly Fathere. He .prayed that we might be
a credit to Him and the Father above. e
But let me go back for just a few momentg and tell you,\I
came under the infleance of this great Master, My brothef
James and I,:were sons of Zebedee,a fishesman, We loved to go
and work as fisherman on the Sea of Galilees We were quite
young men, when I heard of John the Baptist preaching in the
Jordan Valleye. We were interested in religious movements &
ideasy;so went downe Here to our amazement a man named Jesus
was 1zed by John the Baptist,the heavens opened and voice
saidj" Y4s is my beldved Sone'" We did not know what to make
m of ite But I gAtlyed around and had a gr. many talks with
John the, Baptist. After about L0 days,this man Jesus came
backeHe was pointed out to us as"The Lamb 1f God"™ which meant
’;;:ﬁt; He was the Messiah. So I followed Him with Andrew.He
ed to ask at W reolled;"We would see where
you liveQM “That wib' about E ?ff Wr)spent hours with this
persone He impressed us so much with His personality and His
ideas,that my whole life was changed.I believe if people did
spend more, time with Jesus,their lives might be changed also.
We only went fishing now and then, and stayed a great
deal of the time with Jesuse He became the hub of the wheel
around w hich myg whole life turned.@ began to love Him, as a
teacher of the truth,because of His persommlity and as COne
“who was so kind to me and all people.There was something in
-His kiddness to people and to us. that became a healing powers,
We were not up to His standard right away and we had to marvl
. _at His patiences One time my brother James and I got so angry
that we wanted Jeswtorain fire dwon from heaven to destroy
a town that would not receive us, but Jesus taught us that He
came not to destroy,but to fulfillynot to condemn,but to hlpe
| I sort of felt strange in the Presence of Jesus.:I never
' felt like pushing myself, so in the Gospel I wrote-about Him
later on, I spoke of myself as "the other disciples", as gne
. Whom Jesus loved." But that was enuf for me to be with Hime
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It was g strange experience,for soon 11 other men joined
our group as we went about with Jesus.So-n there was also an
"inner circle" of Peterydames and myself,for we seemed to
understand Jesus a .bit better. Early in my following -of Jesus
decided that I did riot want to get hold of the facts of His
life so much, as His ideas.Knowledge of Jesus would not be

_enuf, to know deta’ls of His life was not enuf. We do not

really k ow Jewms until weknow the secret of His personality
and believe in Him. So I tried to describe as One who ()
thirsted by the well and spoke of living waterjas One who
spoke about God is Love.I rejoieed in His miragles of healing
I showed His treatment of womanc aught in sin, as kindness;
How He tried to show God's glory in man Wrén blind,as the
Light of the world, as.resu'rectionand life at raising of
Lazrusy as the Bread from Heaven, as the Vine and the Branche
the Spepherd of men. I felt whéh Him as He wept,I was troubld
in spirit,when He was troubled.I marveled at His insights in-
to our own ,thinking. He knew what wa: in us,and also our
weaknesses and alyays helped mee I was convinced tht it is
only thru Him that we can find salvation and satjisfaction &
peaces .

T had difficulty also in understaddng why Jemsys,my Lord
said that He had to suffer and die. But when He took us into
the Bpper Room and washed our fettytchng us humlity{when He
spoke so beautifully abt noi“letting your heart be troubk” od,
and then offered that Prayer, I was overwhelmed. Of coulr I
was permitted to sit next to Him at the table,so when He said
someone was to betgyy Him, I asked whz it might be. He sugged
Judas Iscariote Still that Prayer, as He prayed for useIn it
He prayed to the Father, that He had given us His Word; that
we were the Father's gift to Him. Jyst imafjine what we must
have meant to Himl I could hardly believe ite"T"ine. they were
& to Me Thou gavest thems I gave them Thy name, an understn
of Thy Natiire,H:avenly Father.I felt I must ever be true to
this messagesFor I heard of someone who had kept the Word to
Himself and since he was not willing toshre it it became un -
readables He sayd soon I will leave them., I have Kept them
until now, but now YOU must keep theme They will still be
the world, but not of iteI caw beautiful 1lily growing in the

in -

Jesus meante I send them into the world,as I have been sente
There is a work to be done.It seemed as if Jesus said;"g |
"D work as it it were yours and I will do your work if
it were Minee" (Cath.Of Sienna as took crown of themms from
Jesusp. And then imagine Jesus saidj"For their sake I sanctif
myself " so that they might be sanctffigéd<"It is no wonder Tha
I wentwith Him to Gethsemane. I also“was weary and did not
watchs I folléed him to His trial bef. Caiaphas and Pilates ‘
I was assigned His mother and she was to take careSf mee.But
this Master was_ever an inspiration in the carrying of worke

~scum of a 1lily pond, yet it was white. I imagine that is what‘
|
|



GLORIFYING GOD
That they may " Behold Met Glory™
. John 17:2W -

In pur old Church we had a window facing west. T‘ ds will
also be used in the new C,urch.T,e window and the portrayzl
was rather drab and dull,. But when the western sun shonw
upon it it, became beautiful and glorified and the various

colorsswere so beautiful. Jesus may to some people look .

’\ drab, but when the sunlight of God's lowe and our own deep-

»

er insight shines upon this life,character and personlity,He
becomes glorified. In that marvelous prayerfin John 17 owr
Lord= as He prays for His disciples and followers prays that
that they also mkght "behold His glory" or "see His glory."
We would like to permit the sunlight of God's inspiration

shine through afew picthres #eet s isgine in our own minds,
so that C,rist might be glorifed.In all that ever do as Etian
we must always keep in mind that we }Iogd pee the glory of ou
Lord Jesuse == It is not possible t ¥ the mother of Jesus
apart from Hime We need to try to put ourselves into her
position, as far as possible, as she faces the great privilge
and porblmes that came to her.We can imagine her seated in
home in Nazaregh when the a mssenger told her she was to
be the mother of the C, ris¥’It took Jospplh and myesdfsadd
Mary to go to Bethlehem whkewe wewordered to report by Caesar.

She stood thg trip well, but when they came to Beths no rod

in the inn.T e stable was not bad.It was a roof over their
heads and the ﬁay was soft.That night the little babe was
born.Early the innkeep came and knocked at the door and said
.Shepherds wanted t o see,f®mx They told us then that angels had
announced in bright .light and with songs that "Savior was
Jborn," and "Glory to God in the highest." Nary knew that this
child was something and someone special.On the 8th day the
babywas taken to the priest to be circumcised,liO days later d
dedicated in the tenaplefWisé men also came to see ¥=eSo you
see that the glory of C rist was shown very early in His life
Mary and JosPgh beheld the glory of the Savior and had the
prvilgge of bAinging Him up and teachingg Him the great things
Of GOdo -

W, en Jesus was thirty years old God Himself pointed out the
Lord Jesus and s aidj;"Behold the Son in W, om I am well pleasd.!
Here John the Baptist and the early dpiciples "Looked on Jesu

ﬂand His glorye As the discifppes-followed Him He seemed to

. say to them3"C _me,let us be friends thru all eternitye" Here
they saw One who knew their thotsja power & pers ity so
attractive,so beautiful, sopwonderful,so great,that we saw
His glory and were tied to Him by bonds of faith & loyalty.
T%is strange Man from Nazareth,who glorifed every-day work as
a carpenter, who glorifed friendship,partnership and fellow-
ship,hallowed all of life's relationshipse.There was always

p. o




/";he glory of the Eternal upoh Him.He found lives thatwere sick

s,

in body and mind and spirit and touched them and filled them
with wholeness and the fulness of GodeJesus touched cultured
lives.Nicodemus camey,men and women and followed HimeMillions
of people since that time have found eternal fellowship wi@h
and in Hime"Whom having not seen,. I love." Marvel at grac
"Behold your king comes riding upon a donkey," Here again
as we look we see another picttre of Jesus pai nted. Jesus.  is

not merely humaneThat' word is not big enuf to describe HAQY

Him.He is Divine Savior.He wa:with God befoee He came on this
eartheHe gives us fullest e ypression of the Nature of GodeIt
is therefore that we call Him Master add Lord and Kange He was
so.pure and sinless in His life,He granted forgiveness.Just
think of how He speaks of Himselfes Those words are mervelous
& W@ Him above everybody elseeTye "I am's" of Jesus are so
challengingeIl am Bread of Life,I am the Way,Truth and Life"
I am Resurrectionai*ﬂlife",thefLﬁght of the world."People were
influenced by His Personalitye.He accepted worship. He does nbt
wa t to be merely admired, He wants to be adored.When Handel's
"Messiah Hallelujaj Chorus was first sung in Albert Hall in
London.the young queen arose.at the words3"kipg of kings and
Lord of lords."™ He must reign in our lives. Let us make Jesus
king of-our lives, of our spirit, o our world.
Antonio Ciseri was bopn in Italyian Bwitzerland in 1821.
He became % famous artist. One of his finest pictures is
one entitled;"Egce Homo" or Behold the Man." Here we get
the scene when Pontiue Pilate pointsto Jesus and sgys;"Behold
the Mane" What a setting.There is the glowing sky,the-brillian
temple,the rich costumes, the big crowd in the temple yard,
Symbols of the power of Rome are there.Pilate's wife has Burnd
her back on the sceneyhaving an expression of deep feeling.
Jesus stands there wearing the crowm of thorns,back cut up wit
laceratings of thongs,hands bound with knotted rope. Pilate
a dignified judge for the m¥gnt subordinates himself and point!
to us and says "Behold the Man." Here again we behold the
glory of Jesus as He suffers and dies, so that you and I might
obtain that full salvation,which to, give He had come %pto the
worlde e n~ \ 020 thﬁl g fF 0.
As we bé%ld the glory of Chrkst, see in Him On€ who is
pre-existent, who is from the Father in all eternity,He is the
eternal conteforary, He is the@lpha and Omega, the beginning

"and the ending. He is pre=eminent,Lord of Lords.He stand

head, & shoulder above awyong else.He is head of the C, urch.

He is above any other power in the worlde He is Preedominant.
He is ruler.Of the incresse of His government no end, He is the
Reddemer and Savior of all.He is uniwersal, belonging to all.
He saves usfrom sin as SaviorjHe frees us f rom passions as a

- Redeemer;He is alled Teacher;He is master of 1life,socall Him

e

Magter;He is Guide in darkness; He is son of God and son of Mar
Call Him by no name, but follow Himse




GLORIFYING GOD
"Father,Glorify Thy Son"
: John 17:1 and 5
Edwin Markham has given us a poem of deep insight, which
leads us alsec into a finer understanding of GodeIn "Outwittead'
"He drew a circle that shut me out ~-Heretic,rebel, a thing to
flout.-But Love.and I had/wit to win: We drew a circle that
,ﬁgok him ine." = From God as center circles have been drawn.
One is an inside circle of judgement- a circga that seems
to s hut oute Then a lagger circle in which grace and love
. show to us what God is like.As we think of glorifying God, we
must remember that judgement souls, as well as God's grace
must be evidenteSo in the great prayer in John 17, we come
to this second request of Jesus that %he "Father might glorify
the Son." He might honor the S n,give t o Him power,to give to
men real life, to ephance his contributions to mankinde
This is a remarkable prayer-"Father,gloiify the Syne"There
are three to four instances in which God shows in a special
way an appreciation and high regard for that which Jesus was
and is doing among peoplee T, e first time. that God spoke out
of heavenly skies_was at the.time when Jesus was baptized &
the voice saidj"T is is my beloved S.n with wbom I wm well
pleaseds" Here Jesus was being glorified and recognized,
You reecd 1 that Jn the Bapiist was preaching in the Jordan
valley.Jexsus was about 30 yrs ekd at this time. He came
to be baptized. Just why ? For baptism usual!y meant a wash
ing away of sin,repentance.Jn did not want t o baptize the Lrd
saying he rather should be baptized of hime At His baptism
Jesus took Himself the cross, which fe garried all His life
He was leaving His sheltered home,that He might give Himself
to His dangerous missioneIn the @nd place took upon Himself
the sins of all mankind, made Himself One.with people,identi=-
fied Himself with theme.In the 3d.place Our Lord was dedicat-
ing Himself to His task.He realized that His vocation, His jol
was to save .mankind,that He was to enter into the Kingdom(Ps.!
2:7 "Bis day entered kingdom ) apf{ initiate, One who was beil
initiated amto His great worke Se when God says; "T is is my |
beloved Son, He is.honoring Him, fe is accepting that dedicat
ione S5 Jesus dedication was nb only subjective,inwgrd,but
also objectlve, recognized from outsidesLike a dove-with swft
entle movement,in power.the S irit came upon Jesus.T e voice
mysterious came with authority & gave ite .Here Cyrist was
vrdainedx by the laying on of hands of Gode T,e FAther, the
Son andd the Holy Spirit were all present here.Power from
ahove, yet -expressed.in human forms D,vine and yet human.So
C rist was being glorified of the ﬁather.nght is thot of as
waves which move thru ether from sun, but also as small partc!
of power, or energy.So C, rist came from the Father with power
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A second scene in which God glorifies the Son,dJesus Cyrist
is evident at the time of:the Transfiguratian. ggn Jesus in
prayer was transformed, He was askinp for yre wanted to
be very sure that His suffering and death were in accord with
God's plane Here the word,the voice out of Heaven came and
again "This is my beloved Syn,hear you Hime" These were words

.of encouragement.When 1ife becomes hard, when it goes inta

an eclipse,when sun seems to hide,when failure and despa

come upon one, when sorrow seems paramountjthen we,like Jesus
need this word of encouragemente These words3"T, is is my be-
loved Son" also indicate the giving of insight, not only to
Jesus, but also to disciplese For Peter and some of the other
disciples it was a sort of rebuke, for they could not quite
understand and were trying to keep Jesus fromfulfilling His
mission by saying He should not suffereTheir wavering was to
be -overcome. . 3)

A third time in which God glorifies Cyrist is the one when
the Greeks came to Jesus and wished to see Hime Our Lord was
in deep distress, because the bringing of the Gospel to all
of mankind would entail dying.A,ain Jesus asks the Father for
help and aide. "Father,glorify Thy name" was:Jesus request and

the answer came backin the voice from above3"I have both glori
fied it and will glorify it againe" He =the Father= recognize
the work of Jesus and the greater works that will develo
because of His death and resurrection. This voice from

heaven had twofold purpose.It was an expression of strength
for Jesus and likewise to help people to understand God's pur=
poses better. People said ;"I.thundered", but Jesus knew it
was the Father's voice.

From John 5:37 we catchcan additional note nfi which God
glorified Christ. It was not only an audible voice that gave
encouragerent and recognition of Jesus,not merely phgne,or
visible form(eidon),but the language of the hearte The Father
glovifies the Son in the heart of the believer.T e works that
God gave Jesus power todg these witness to Hime These speak
of the approval gf Gode T e Scriptures teach us that God re-
cognises Jesuse.T e Upper Roomythe agony, the suffering of Jesu
His rising; all %he§g indicate that God the Father accepts
what Jesus offerseT e influence which Jcsus . has exerted upon
mankindjthés glorifies the FathersHis incarnation, His hedl ing
ministry,His sympathy,His encouragement of men,his aid't\‘/
people in overcoming sinj His transformationiof human pers

sonality; all these and others give glory to eItalian boy
saw fine picture of Jesus in a Church. In poo &nglish and yet
with fine insight she said;"Jesus was the best photo of God
that was ever taken." .It is thus that God glorified Jesus.



GLORIFYING GOD
Reasons W y We Should Glorify God
That world may believe, may be onesmay know;may love.
~ John 17: 20-286

Just recenif.the great poet Robert Frest, celebrated his
83d birthday. He is a strong and powerfully built personality
He discussed what God meant to him in his poetrye. He took out

coin,placed it,underneath a piece of paper and then rubbed

(ﬂ pencil over ihe paper and frommakk. one can tellw hat kind
of coin it iseIf you want to learn about a persons liRexamd
ideas about God, watch his life, his words and deeds.Qur Lord
Jesus in the last portkon of the great prayer, in John 17 in-
cludes all who will ever believe in Him.He prays that thru _
theseytheir actions,words and deeds, mankind might learn what
God is lifes In other words your job and mind as Cyristians
is to make known to mankind what kind of a God we believe ine

There are about four different kinds of reasons Jesus gives
us in this prayer, why we gught to live as Christians and th
glorlfy GodeEach time the- phrase is introduced with the word
" that the world may",may belive,be one,know,love.

We are to convince through our whole life ,1lived in fellowshl
with God . thyge world, those who do not believe in God, that
thgye mlght believe. We must believe.that Jesus Cphrist is ab- |
solutely essential for life and living,We must believe that

Anelther we nor the world-can get along without Him. We be- |

lieve that He is our best friend.He teaches that life is f
worth while.He shows us that human beings are worthy of our
beste. Cprist today is a living persoﬂ;lty,who moves about in
,this world thru His spiritChrist makes a rddidly,decisive,ra-
diant difference in the world, a diff. betw.life & death;
light and darkness, lﬁ and despair.We may catch a butterfly |
an insect of beautye. But when we pin it down you lose some-
thing of its beauty, ¥ibrancy and aliveness. When our faith
is spontaneous,lively & vibrant,something deepwithinjthen ;
it will have an influence upon otherss It is through our
whole atmosphere in life, our attltudes,our living; that we
suggest to people; "Meet the Master." When we make a.dead
and formal thing out of qur faith is loses its vitality.

Another time gur L rd continues in His prayer -that they
who believe on C4rist,who wish to glorjiy Him may be one.What
a prayer that isl W th so many individuals at odds within x

themselves,out of sorts with other people and .not having a |
unity with God; there is indeed much confusion.There are too

, many with divided minds.One out of every sixteen Americans

suffers from some_sort of mental disorder.Tpere are hundreds
of divisions in C urches about God and beliefx in Jesus Chr,
Dr. Paul Tillich, a great theoldgian of our day suggests that
Plcasso, the famous artist expresses that disunity and con- |
fusion in his famoys picture ="Guernica% It had its inception
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at the time when Franco of Spain and Nazi@ were bomhbg the
Repulicans of Spain to destroy themeThers was no Justice there
So Picasso painted a picture in which a gigantic bull represen
force,iY\jtality & darkness. A horse represents the people who
are downtrodden. All kinds of figures are lying around wounded
and decrig¥h, A woman tries to hold up a burning house about to
tumble inywoman with dead child in arms,hpllow figure of a
warri with brokne sword.A bared arm a woman with

a lafp, an electric bulb light up the scene, Here is
confusion all around,expressive of the world today. Here is
where. Christians need to be one, so that world might understnd
that oneness.Jesus pzays for undivided c ommunity,that all may
be perfectedycommon fellowship might be 1ike to that of the
Father,Sonand Holy Spirit.People be one,each one retaining his
or her own individuality yet imbued witha spirit that is comm=
on to all.Unity but not uniformity.Room in God's work for end-
less diversity,infiniteness,yet working with God. When we lose
ourselves in God all divisions will be merely ineidental,

Out of our life livedfor Cyrist and God there must come to
the world the.conviction that they may also knows People must
know that Cyrist ha: sent us and that we belong to Hime The
idea of knowledge has diff, kinds of implications. We may know

- about things and thots.Sybe factors can:be studied without any

personal dedication. Specialist may know & out chemistry,the
business man abt money & makket;both may know abt. many
thingse To really know ene needs right judgement to chosé~/
that which is worth while.Understand true values. To know Jesu
means not merely-to know facts,but to love Hime Paulsays that

- I may know C'roHis suffering,his dying and Hisresurrections

A cempass is needed as direction finder,so we today need in
C,re our direction finder.We are hopelessly at mercy of fads &
-fancies,unless we are wise enuf to select the good from the ba
Measure all things by standards of Christe. As we know Cprist
we can help others to know Himalsoe P
T at we may love is the great climax to- these prayers of our
LordelLove is not merely sentimental,on surface, but deep con=
cernsFirst Christians recognized by the way in which they lovd
each other & cared for each other.Dr. Ch.letorneau at Colorado
UsMedical Center says greateest discovery is TLC in tr atment
of sickeNot wonder drug,but tepder,loving care.That is a good
perscrippion for world today.T e closing suggestion of Garv
Moore on T.V.is very good;"Be very kind to each other ou
there." It was born out of his experience in life,ouch a spiri
will indeed today conwince the world that we are Christianse

SgeIgnatius of Smyrna wrote to his churchj"Wherever Jesus Chr

. may be,there is the Clurch." As Cyrist is presént in our lives

in our thinking,in our deeds,in our attitude there men and
women will be convinced of His realkty and learnto believe,
have unity,know and love Him-and others.



FOUR GOSPELS ;

Basis of N.T,., ags they present life of Chr. In
early church wished for stories abt. Jesus & so thes
were depicted.Four main sources ;1 ) Primitive |
Gosple theory,one original Gospel. 2)Oral theory in
which in Gospel- are noted down 3 diff.trad@itions;

™ 3)Fragmentary theory- Separate fragments pieced
vorether. 4) Bocumentary theory,dereived from early
documents. Latter most accepted today. Mark the
earliest Goepel. :
Four Gospels divided into two groups; the first 3
Mt.Mk.Lk. are called Synoptic"View together",while
John is distinct. :
"Gospel" Good tidings,or good hews.

Matthew-Symbol the figure of a Man - Kingly- Jew

Ma¥k- x . s Lion - Strength-Roman
Luke An ox-Sacrifce- Gree@
John - . Fagle- Et.Godhead-Chr

Mt .past; Mk.present; Lk.future; John,eternity, |
Mt .preacher,Mk.chronicler,Lk.histotian,Jn.philosophe

Matthew.ties up most with 0.T..Ke¥ yvo the book is
(Mrhrase "Kingdom of Heaven."Occurs abt.30 X.Aim is
to remove stigma fr.name of Christ & to show that
. Jesus was the real Messiah whom Jews were expecting.
Mt.genealogy beging with Abraham & tracesit thru roy

al house of David.

Five times phrase "And when Jesus had finished these
eayinhs® (7:28; 11:1;13:53;19:1;26:1 ) 1.Fasrl¥
ministry of Jesus up to calling of disciples. 2 Txte
of minietry into Galilee. 3 With risingopposition

4, With departure fr.Galilee & declaration of Mescia
ship. 5 Journey to Jerusalem & arrival in city. In
spite of Jewish aspect of book,vet uinversal.In
genealogy 4 women,Gentiles. Cf. also 8:11.0nly Gospl
to ahev gr.commission in it ( 28:19 ).

Kingd.of Heaven.Sermon on Mt.Parable chapter ( 13 )
Written abt. . 70 or even 90. Author Matthew.

™ Mark.Written abt. 70 A.D.Aut or Jn.Mark, related
to‘Peter,wrote fr.that viewpoint. Oldest Gospel.
Mainly narrative.Proves Jesus as " Son of God".Tn
terest in publ.ministry of Jesug .k
. - «Reyword #traightw
occurs abt, ) 4 -
abt.423 tlmes, Jesug as Poer,

3
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Writes fop Roman. Lion is symbol"Gospel of history

is followed by Badspery of Gospel." . A world Christ
presented to a Roman world.

Luke: Date abt. 70.Luke author of Lk.and Acts,a
physician.Gentile born in Antioch.0 mpanion of Paul
during his missionayr journeys. 2 ,

Purpose; Lk.l:1.That Theophilus may have, accur&t@

& orderly acct.of Life of Jesus. Most charming book.
Utittne in beautiful Greek. Luke presente Jesus as
Redeesmer of all mankind. Genealogy fr.Adam. Luke 4:
18 . gr.verse.A social emphasis. Fe alone has infey
storiés. Rich fool,Dives & Lazarus,Gr. supper.Portec
womanhood.15 chapt.Poeddgal son.First Xt.hymnologist

John-Wittten very late 90 A.D. Jéhn "beloved disecipl
Fiery temper, not the weak & effeminate we often
assodate with him. Purpvose of book in Jn.320:321
Leaves out much of other Gosples, Written: that. Ye
might believe on Jesus Christ.Fternal Gospel.The
idea of the " logos." Life,light,love favorite words
Gnosticism coming in with ite teachng abt. docetism
or merely that Jesus was not real.Divine svpirit
left him at cross. It is gospel of mystics. Has i
some very striking & beaitfful,devotional passages.
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THE FLOWERING OF LIFE
Matthew 6:28-29
We might let this flower speak to us this morning about a
great many things. Our Lord was seated on a hill side and He
could see the flowers in the fields. He saw how some people
who looked worried and anxious. So in a great pasaage He tell:
©  peopple, that they cannot serve God and Mammon. They cannot
* fM) serve God and ths<j@st the material things. Five times he
repeats the words;"™ Be not anxious." And then our Lord
illustrates thru birds and flowers asee how the Heavenly ¥athe:
provides for them, the fact that He will and doed care for us.
The™worry¥means to "choke off" the breath of life and of the
soulsAs the flowers grows into a beautiful blossom that brings
Jjoys and happiness to people,so we need to grww into maturity
or life that is worth while. Our Lord illustrates that by
referring to the lily,which possibly was an anemone flower,
which grows spontaneously;they neither toil nor spin,yet Solon
in all his glory was not clothed like one of thesd.If He will
clothe the flower, the grass of the fiéld,which is alive today
and dead tomorrow.willHe not’much more clothe you,0 men of
~“1little faith ?
¢ The reference to the flower's growth suggests to us that
it is God who rules the worldeHe makes everjyrthing grow. God
"says it with flowers" as He plants beauty,as “e gives color,
(™ as he gives beautiful texture and sgént.It is the great
voet Tennyson who gives a thot here about learning about Gode
"Flower in the crannied wall, I pluck you out of crannies;-
Hold you here,root and all, in my hand,-Little flower- but
if I could understand-What you are,root and all, and all in
a}l,-I shduld knew what God and man ise." God has creafed so
profusely and everything is under His supervision.God rules
the stars in their course, the sun,moon and other portions
of the universe.He also rules human li¥es and is ruler in the
history of mankind.Here is a conversation-accord to Arthur B.
Rhinow- between Flower and Man, "Don't,please. You are so
beautiful. Don't break me,Others wantto enjoy my beauty.#*But
Iwant you all for myself. All ? My roots are deep. All of you.
I'X]l take you home,plant you in flowerpot and keep you in my
room.I need sunshine and rain.I s hall plant you in the garden.
Then 1 shall bloom for others,too. What therlcan I have to be
very own. “hat you will sh:re with others." It is thus
that God comes into our lives. :
Ty e flower also suggests to us that God provides. If He
takes care of a little flower,He surely will pro ide for His
people on this earths But only as. people who have enuf shaee
with others.Carl Sandburg,great American poet, says in one

°
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of his poeme; "Men need bread and beauty." We need that

is necessary for the maintenance of the bedy,strength and
power; but we also need something to feed the finer sensibilij
of mind,soul and spirit.So God has grovided beauty.Could we
ever make anything as beautful as this flower ? People dress 1
up and take a gr. deal of pa'n to make thepmelgves look nice.
Jesus wanted to show how trust in God makes for real beavr*v.
Solowgn in all his glory not clothed 1ike such a flower.(_)
Who gave beauty to the flower, D4d it paint itself -?Did it
work hard for beauty ?Did it try to make itself over into some
thing that it was not ?It just grew.It had to grow_from insde.
Real beauty can never be put én.Real beaty must be inside 1st
as Uod has provided it for us.Jesus in our hearts can provide
this flowering of beauty in 1ife.By being natural,sponteamous
we can flower into kind of people God wants us to bee.

Tyhe flowers again speak to us and say;"I grow and flower,
because God cares. God would not have created all this if He
did not'care for us.He would not have created us ,if He did nof
care to have us on this worldeEven in most unlikely spots in
the world God cares for flowers and human beings. In the de=-
sert regions of southwest U.S.A.there is a plant called re-
ﬁxggjggnglgnt.It as brown and lifeless a s any dead weed.It
i5 folled up in a ball and blown about in the windThen when
rain comes,it takes root and a beautiful flowers grows.

In §lps where it is real cold a plant grows at foot of
glaciers.In spring of year a beautiful little flower comes
~out of the seeming dead ground.It is wonderful to se$ this re=
turn of life.God can transfor m persons tmough His warmth and
loveeIn any kind of circumsénces in life He cares for_use
Therefore since 'God miles,provides for and cares for; we
need to turn everything o¥er to o We can trust in Him.We
cannot be like this flower which is cut-off-flower. It will
eventually wither,petals willfall,but it has completed its
mission.Too many live cut-flower lives.They are not growing
in God and therefore die, Only as we are united with Him can
we grow.A little story has been told to children about the
King and his garden.King walked in garden which he loved.One
dayg everything seemed to be withering.King said to Pine Tree
" why do you look so i11?.I am unhappy,bec. I cannot have grpes
like Uine.King askd grapeyine,why are you sad.I have no nice
fruit like pormegranate.T is flower said;"I am unhappy, w,
bec. I have no branches like oak tree and I am not strongs
Oak tree Iwould be happy if I could be as tall and stabely as
a pine tree.He saw-as king walked on, a little violet in the
grass which seemd to be happy.Wby are you do happy?I am sure

God planted me here with just the kind of seed I have,If he

wanted me to be someth.else,He would done that.So I am going

to be the best kind of violet that I can be where I am.When

rest of plants heard this they decided be best they coulde
So can wey & wtVuw~ 4 P Yoy




SEEKING SAVIOR
V.
: The Seeking Father - Luke 315: 11-24

Story is told of a minster who was invited to
speak at an orphanage where at least 400 children
were token care of .The suggestion came. to him by
all m ans to avoid any reference to God as Father
and not to repeat the Lord's prayer. He asked why?

& was told that all but 11 of the children were
from broken up homes, where divorce & other family
traubles had come in & they really could not think
of God as Father. That is truly tragic, for God seeke
us particularly under this arspect.Jesus takeg it ovr
from O,T.where it is expressed a few times and ma'e g
his conception of God as Father as vital and real.
Human life ne~ds a flod-like Father, who seeks his
children & tri~s to be helfpul to them.

God seeks us thru parent relationship and home
companionship as it is expreesed in father and moth
hood.Felix great & beaut ufl pciture Christian Marrig
brings that thot before us in a very beaatiful way.
It is a tripart picture in Chapel of Marriage of th
8t .Fpancis de Sales Church in Paris.Backgraind dewy
baake of Seine Riv.In central psnl " Sscrament of

' Marriage " is significant, Pierre has come home
from service to take a bride, Antoinedte is proud &
ch¢c .Behind the-e lovers is “hrist shining donw upon
them 1ike the sun, T ey are to sbumit themselves to
Him.%¥ithout such subordination to God in married
life there is no real happiness, The other two parts
represents the annoncement to the young wife that
she is highly favored of the Lord. The other wing
describes the baptism scene. A truly magnificent por-
trval df the seeking heavnly Eather as He tries to
draw men closer to Himself by the institution of the
Chrietian Home. Marriage is the result of the deepst
‘human urge,which God a8 implanted into human hearts.
It enobles persoanlity for it becomes the founation
fﬁ ?ﬁm?gagog;egg&Igrg:c:%estaholy relationship.Entr

. gether by help of confession

& trust,prayer, worship and work.Renew your mut -
V=78 a8 you come to church to wo ship and yo :
before alt r for holy ¢ F o S

g y communion, God seeksg usg thru
the intimate relationships in the home &

U8 Closer to Himse1f, ekl 7




An 0l1d French Canadian lived in norther ¥inn. in
bleak section,0y & Margaret had home there., It was
suggested to move. Come & T will show you.Took to
little grave, Took ha@ off & said; "Yo,cannot leave
little baby." Heart ~as there.God is never going to
leave this world for which He has given his only “on
God has invsted in us. He seeks us thru love of
children & love which is implanted in our neart
But there is a larger family tmu which God seeks
us/- It is the church, which is often ca¥ed the
"Family of God." "I will receive you and vou shall
be my sons & my daughtrs,said the Almighty,Church
ie often called re mother of men . Sargent portrayvs
that so magnifecnly in his picture of Church.A
womn's figure, Between knees is figureof crucified
Christ. Cnhrist is alds on His throne.One one side

V/the 4 Goeple writers & their symbols.On the other
side the cup,the wafer, the flameof fire , It is
thus family of God, that the Lord seeks us,thru tle
.Gospel,whae h depicte dove of God the Father, thru th
sacrament which He offers to strengthen & provide &
nour ish Hie family, and thru @ospel. :

But that see%ing Father is brot before ue in
that matchlese parable which Jesus told sbout ‘<«
prodigal Son.Tissot brings it before us so rich in
detail. The story is so familiar that we often for
get its real message.We note here the dornward steps

ick of home,wanted freedom,got away,spent his oey
in riotous living,re~ched bottom. What a picture of
many souvls today who feel that they must sow their
wild oate.Legend of lure of Niagara Talls in which
maiden rises out of midts below falls & beckones to
young menriding in boats. They draw closer.Voices
from shore call to them loomk out the rapiie are
below, T, ey diedain the waring,The| dome closer &

- 8% last when see destruct,they want to tun back to
late, Upward step. Came to end of rope.Came to Him&d
Calling,enlightenment,repentance & faith, jusvifcat
& sanctification,"T, e man T meant to be. aaiq
by old debauched tramp, Father receives him & dS'(

not scold.Muretius, poor Protest,®cholar to be Ooes

upon Ay surgeons,"Shall we make experiemt on thfzm

worthless creature, He -
ou, cil me w, > eéplies in good Latinew
{8 tfe way G‘ggrgggggsuggr whom-Chrigt died.“n’Thaitn
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CHRIST'S CROSS and HUMAN CRISES
. Perfected Through Suffering

"Learned obedience by the things wnich He sufferd

andbeing made perfect" — Hebrews 5:9 -Lk.15:14-1¢
. A few years azo a young Negro pregcher's wife dbed.
The bereaved minister heama Dr.Fosdick of N.Y.speak
over tne radio & said;"There is a man who will under-
/~$tand and help me." He went to N.Y. and spent sev-

eral hours with him." God what a man! When I went
in to nhis office all the stars had dropped out/of my
neaven and one by one he,pith the help of God, put
tnem all back in again." Here was suffering that thry
the grace of God and the help of a man of God perfect
life of a man.This whole question of sufiering, the w
why and the wherefore of it has puzzled people in all
ages, -Suffering formse one of the greatest crises in
numan life, for people are sometimes embittered,but
may also come taru to higher life.In the light.of
Unrist's cross and the “hrist Wno suffered we might
also come to a better understanding.

In the life of the prodigal son we face the probl.
of sufiering. After he had spent all his money and
had nis fling he began to be in want, joined self,
pinned himself to a citizen of that country,no man ge
M gave him,he was lonely,nis friends forsook him;

he was driven to a lowly task of f :eding swine &
satisfied to feed on husks of carob tree,whose little
pod-like horns had a sweet taste and were called
WSt ,Jonn's bread."The man who had lived as he liked

now became a slave of nis likes. Here was a bedraggld

person,he was suffering in body,mind and spirit. Thie
suffering gave him apprehension,it made him think.It
was a warging to him.Pain is always a warning that
there is sometning wrong.When we have a pain in our
body it indicates that something is'nt rignht.It shoul
direct us toward the taking of proper precautibns.

S0 the pain and the suffering becomes hel o ful,.Sfirng

tells us that we exist,that there is life.The whole

development in the life of this young man indicates
‘that sinning is expensive and costly business.The
overty he got into it one of sins legitimate childrr
5 5in is greatest stupidity.It leads to loss of
honor,purity, intgeiiy, and poverty of character.At
the age of 36 Lord Byron was dismllusioned and said;
"My days are in the yellow leaf,the flowers,the fruit

of 1ir . 1
ife are gone;The worm,the cank
mine alon QA~%;LLtg¢4 A er,the grjef are
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So this young man was/lashed with terror and leashed
with longing". But the sffrng became a warning to hin
he became apprehensive.

But this suffering also led him to approach his
father, as suffering must lead us to appreacn God.
Man's exteemities become God's opportunities.Despair
is often necessary bedore repentance is poesible.Man
insists upon the worst before he will donfide in best
We are taught humility,that we really by and in |
ourselves carfachieve so much, We realize that we has
to depend upon God.We often blame suffering on God,
when in reality like the praodigxal we bring it on ou:
selves & then say piously "God wills it." He does no:q
Jesus so often tried everything .ossible to destroy
pain in others, and added his healing power."'It is
true "no pains,no gains." Charles Dickens,gr.novlist
became a gr.reformer,abolished debbdwts prison,cnild
labor and brutality in publ.schools of “ngl.He under-
stood these evils from his own experienceHis father
had been inprison for debtlhe had been beaten within
inch of life in school,he knew evil of cnild 1 aor
having worked in dingy factory pasting labels at mere
pittance."Pain the interprter has seared my soul Une
til its flamepewe .t vision may discern Thgutter lone-
- 1liness of suls that yearn Thru some deep anguish
twd a distaht goal."

Suffering brot an advance in life of prodigal.If
af frng is taken in proper spirit it can advance the
goiritual life.Timberline trees grow in spite of the
intesely strong wind.Some of the best people in the
world have suffered most & were periected.Suppose Jet
had escap=d the cross, what then?Suppose apostles hac
not faced persecution & death-what then?Look at the
- stories of early martyrs,consider progress of Gospel
over “urope,brood over the sacrifices and sffrngs of
great pessnalities. :

Suffering has made for perfecting of life,fot it
enables us to appreciate iove and the finer things.
We apprec.Christ more bec.He sufiered for us.S3firng
teaches us to care for others,bec.they care for us.
Until ®we suffer we seldom know our friends,strength
of ramily affection,devotion of skilled workers.
Sfirng teaches us quality of.Spirit,patience,enJ‘/
durance,to pray,turn our minds bo wonder as to who
we are,why we éfve,wny God loves, It teaches segngiti-
V&yﬁ rf/m. ‘MDWM
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CHRIST'S CRUSS AND HUMAN CRISES( -
Crisis of Confession -Lk.15:18,21
A man saw a statue of the great poet Byron
of England. He was struck by certain contrasts.When
he looked at it from one side he saw a fine,noble
& intellectual countenance; when he lookkd at it fro
the other side, he saw cynical scowl and dreadful
eer .The artist was trying to portray the struggle
)that had gone on in tne soul and mind of Byron.
The strug.le between the finer and the lower was
thus expressed.AlLl of us are constantly going thru
the valieyof decision,like the prodigal son,when
he was down and out,struck bottom. Now his soul was
in a crisis-should he admit his mistake and go back,
or should he go on in nis own way.He was,as wmany of
us are;"Vandering between two worlds,one dead;The
other waiting to be bornj;" as Matthew Arnold describ
it. Such cr&g%gﬂ}gylliﬁ are excruciating and canz
only be solved in the light of the cross of Christ,
You can picture tne prodigal in the field,wavering
between the ideas of admitting he was wrong-a Very
hard tning to do; or trying to make it on his own.
T. e crisis he had to face-Which was more important
tHe spiritual or the material,the inner of th outer
,aane food, the money, ne good times had all faded
out .Not only his body,but also ais mind and soul
were starving.He longed for frigndship,for under-
standing. He had hdd nis own way,his own will; now
siould he go back.It was “Th® Battle of the Conscien
ce"(Edm.Bergler) The voice of the conscience can be
g§tlled in 4 ways;by killing it.When we come into
noisy boiler factory noise terrific at first,but at
last we get used to it.%o0 conscience mignt be killed
in this world.By denying it,we deny any ultimate
standards outside of ourselves.larxists blame all
on economic condit.& deny conscience & morals. By
drowning it,as prodig.did in good times.In U.S.we
use 6 mill.doses of sleeping tabl=st almost every
daygzalcohol wa consumed at rate of $50.00 per capits
We try to drown sense of responsibilit{. By fleeing
from our conscience. #é fall ipto ("idolatry of com-
M fort"and run away for real dg‘ci“‘

Tislons « This tug-of
war 18 going on within us between evil and good,
betw.the devil and God,the higher and lower,

So like the prodigal we begin to feel a sense-of

Bnadequecy in ourselves,as we come to real self.
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//’7 "I will arise and go‘o my father,I am no more‘-\\\
worthy to be called thy child." Thése words indi-
cate that self has failed.This is a crisis.It is vwry
difficult to admit this.lMan is constantly fée.;zing
£ 5 self and yet seeking for self.Should we say
there ‘are three kinds of people-rowboat, sa&&lboat
and steamboat people.The rowhoat people and Christir
need to be pushed and pulled almost continually,

The sailboat people or Caristians only decide &
when a favorable wind drives them. But the steamboat
Caristians move along continuaoulsypnd steadily bec
they have the igner driwing power wiich comes Ifrom
our God, in waom-are all sources of power. We do not
have suffiqcient power in self or can we get it fron
others,it must come from God.

In this crises fo a come-back,we then recognize
as did the prodigal,the autnorlty of a higher power.
" I will go to my father IGo back to the one whom
he had despised,without whom he thot he could get
along; We seem to be living along side three pools
of water which give three differe.t reflections.

A8 we lo.k into the first pool, we see our own se.ve
reflected and we seem pleased. The legend of Narcisey
is so true,in wanich-a young man by that name saw
nis reflection in a pool and fell in love with
himself .He stooped down to embrace,which fled a
nis touch.Apd he died in the atteupt.In a second
pool we see ourselves refg@cted as our neighbors see
us and often that is not the highest compliment.In
& 5d pool we see ourselves reflected as God sees us,
as children of God,yet as sinners,who need God's
grace. The closer we an get to God, the more we see
our defects,but also the pessibilities witnin.It is
in “Yod that we need to see ourselves to come to self
Sense of sin and confession comes out of this crisi
Prodig.says "I have sinnegiagnst heaven & in Thy sit
Such'a confession is not easy to make.It is difficlt
to aduit one's shortcomings,Lecky wroe® that ancs#nt
world had no§ & sense of sin.Sometimes we feel the
samr today.'/e need to ay.ply cross of Christ to our
soul,realizing that honest confess. is zood for soul
Cross so seocial it began a new world,gave men n

standards,new meanlng ot judgi esh sta w
hOpe brl,hter vision g;;i%?””““ﬂ‘¥aﬁ£*' {“{
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L el 7 GHRISE' S CROSS and HUMAN CRISES (
e RN Dying Into Life - Lk.15:24 ; /)
Y T.is wy son, was dead and is alive again" .
‘Father,inbd Thy hands I commend spirit"Lk.23:46
The way and manner in which one faced death- the
greatest crisis in life,since we know not what is
beyond- in an indication of one's faith.Some face it
in terror,some in lighthearted laughter,some as
' Socrates with light seriousness.But Jesus-on Good
Friday, as at all times, faceg it in faith.So He
cgn'fcomuend His spirit to Father.He could do this
for in the phrase of T.S.Elliobt "It was a dying
“into life."That is a wonderful expression for Good
Friday and for the closing thot of our meditations
on the Prodigal Son and Human Crises in the lignht
of. the cross of Carist.When the father received the
prodi_al back into the home, he used these words; |
"This my son was dead and is alive again." The prodg
had died,so that he might come to life., As a grain
of wheat dies,so that it might really live,so all
of ue need to die €0 many things that we might-1live,
This Yyins Inbd Life involves first of all a great
sloughing off of those factors that hinder.The seed
as- it is put into ground,has to burst its skin,has
0 slough that off and leave it in the ground.The
prodigal, so that he might be able to come back
into father's home,-had to put off many things.He
had to put off mere pleasure for itself,the material
as being most important,sin as being agaist will of
the “ather.Dr. Jowett,famous English pastor,served a
small congregation by the North Sea for a period.He
often visited an old cobuler,who had a life's-phils
tnat was fine.Dr.Jowett said te him one day;"Don't
you get awfully weary with this little shop and all
closed up here.Your little shop seems so cenfining.”
Then the cobbler arose & said;"Yes I do get weary.
But then I open up tnis window,I leave the work behi
&look out across the North Sea,fecl the fresh winds
let tye sunshine in,look inbto the face of God and
eternity and come to new life." Note-that he left
-aside that which hindered him and looked out to God.
y So we need to die into new life,by opening the
windows of our spirit,let guilt,remorse and redempt
sweep our soul.Penitential dying needsto take place,
There must be a death of all That is meaningless |

in 1ife *YUdgementg wust come.D ath is end of evl




/’Z;iwe face the cross it will bring to a focus the

sins that held us from Christ,and thus we will cast
off that which is against His will.

But as the seed that is cast, into the ground must
not-only slough off tnat which “inders its growth,so
it must adjust itself to surroundings. It must draw
nourishment from area about it. If we are to dying
into life, we also need &5,like the prodigal,adjusct
ourselves to new circumstances. “hen an Alpine
climber® comes to a ledge which is dangerous,he has
to lean forward,adjust himself to terrain & must move
forward in order to maintain balance.We need to adjus
ourselves forward toward God,otherwise we will plunge
into depths away from God. Victor Hugo,great French
writer had great strug. les in his earlier life and
gadjustment to circumstances was very difficult.He ha
deep experiences in politics,religious convictions &
struggles,was exiled,one of his daughters drowned and
yvet shortly afterward he wrote his great novel "Les
Méserables",tne epi¢ of human suffering with hope in
Gad.He said; "I have facedthe terror of death and I
have found beyond it the flower of life." 8o in the
light of Christ's cross we face all issues of life &
ny asking God for power can I[ind deeper meaning.

Or should we say again that we are dying into
life,as the seed after adjustment to surrounding
grows because_$f inherent life, we also grow in the
grace of Christ. That's the crisis of grace,which God
offers to us in the cross of Christ.In an ancient
liturgy the words are tsed;"Theday on which the saint
dies is called nis birthday,for he born into eternal
lifelThat was true of prodigal.That was true of the
kaster .on the cross, It is the meetipng place of the
human and divine.It is expression of unity of God
.and man.Cross brings to focal point the uttermost
ends of eternity.G.B.Shaw in the epilog to his great
play;"Joan of Arc" tells of the chaplain who had the
privilege of ministering to Joan in her last momentg,
He said to his bishop;"I was redeemed thru the death
of this woman.Before I had read and heard about the
redemption of Christ and it had become commonplace.

' But she madereal to me the whole idea of redempt
Then the bishop replied;" lust Christ die again v

every time a soul is to be redeemed?" Christ died

" into 1life;T, Tough His death and our dying to sin we

also die into life -
L



CHRISTIAN FAITH FOR TROUBLED TIMES.
._God is Love
Luke 15:11ff, - 1 Jokn }:8
A young man was stricken with serious illness. Yiring that
time thru a helpful pastor he learmed to overcome fears and
too much concern for self. He reflected on the wonder and
" glory of God. One day he said to his minister;"It's almost
¥unthinkable that God of this universe,vast as it is, should
’-\'Hg accesible to mere human baings.It's hard to understand."
T'e minister replied;"But we Christians are 'fortunate.Martin
Tuther tells us "In Cprist God was makming Himself small
gnough for us.It is indeed thru Christ that we know God best
It is thru Christ's character and also thru some of His great
.and wonderful parables that we understand God bettersThe part
which we call the Par of the Prodigal Son, might well be
" called the Parable of the Good Father. It is this aspect that
we need to think about today - on International Missions Syl
and as we continue our thinking about Xtian Faith for Troublc
TimeseThru it this thot exppressed to wonderfully in 1. Jgl8
the whole idea is illustrated.Cod is love and is the-efore,
~ blessed,good,gracious and merciful.
" God is Love- He is therefore -blessed. He is personal.He is
not afar off. Lowe can never be Impersonal. In the, parable of
the Good father, we catch that note. He shares with his sons.
,i‘ He divides up qith themeGod had three sons.Two were.on eart
one in heaven.T e younger son on earth forgot his father and
true kome. The older one thot eomething abt. the Father, but
- despised his brother.The Son in he%bn lived in the Father's
Joy, Tut a shadow fell on them as they looked upon the two
sons on earthsFather @aid;"I willsendou.to seek them."Son Sa
"I will go,that my brothers may come home and no longer grie
my Fathers"He shared the husks of life with*the younger son.
Eut he would not listen. The older one ms respectabley but
hard. Both joned to kill the Son from heaven. He arose and
still loved theme Both prodigals recopifzed Gad's love and re-
turned to Hime.This love of God is personal in and thru the
. Father,Son and Holy Spirit.He voluntarily blessesand is bless
Sg the son went away, got into trouble,hit the bottom of life
T e Father stays home, but his heart goes out to that son sbt
whom He hears again and again that he is in trouble,
So God's "love is shown panable of the lGood Father- in His
goodness. Since CGod is love - he is good.The father watched
“while he was yet in the distance,his father saw him., He knew

the son afar off,He recogniz=d him despite his rags,his ema-
ﬂﬁion,the dejection,the head bent low in shame and tears. Here
we, have the waiting love of God.love is bling, for it overlool
the things despicable. Cannot cheat love,however, A run-a-way
boy wrote a message at the telegraph office to his father;




"Dad,mplease,faorgive me.ire me money to come homes"He
signed his nare Albert Hay Malotte,Two hours later he was

on the way homesAs he-sat on the train, the words of the
Lord's Prayer went thru his mind.He began to compose music
since he was a choirboy with some traininge.He understood his
father as one who understoode.o the tune composed itself,He
had been able to gompose some hits suc’ as-Little Red Riding
Hood ySong ofthe O Road.¥hen he got home he called upy
one of his friends and asfkfl what he might think abt. gk{um
to the Lord's Prayer.He worked on itycalled his parents in
and sang it to them. They were deeply touched. Hearts of the
people have been touched by it sihme, for - it expresses “the
eep goodness of God for us,as it had expressed it foxf,hat
young man who had come back home thru Father's goodness.

The Good Father of the parable®was also very gracious . He
saw the son afr off- he had compassion, he ran,embraced and
kissed him. Cod meets us more than half way.he put his arms
around him. He kissed him tenderly.Bring quickly some of the
best clothes.Put a ring on his finger,the sing meant the son
was still an heir and member of the family.Shoes on his feet
were the token of sonship,for only slaves went barefooteT:e
Negro spiritual has caught this note;8A11 God's chillun got
shoese" The calf was taken from cow and killed for this s pec.
festivale Thus item after item tells us of God's welcome.
Jn.G.khittier senses this so beautifully in his poem=-
hymn"I know not where hig islands 1ift -Their fronded patms
in air; I only know thatjcannot drift - Beyond®His love & cai
God had awakend that desire in human hearts to return to Him.
A young doctorfdho lost his eyesight at forty,said he had his
convictions abt. God deepened.He says;"As I sit in the greens
ish shimmering gloom,the greed and cruelty of ‘men receded anc
I see the bro@dding love and compassion of the _Heavenly Fathe:
upon the Eters® Face,” .

But catch another note in God is Love-jn Good Father of
- the parabdg.He is merciful, he forgivessT e father in the

ancient world was not good natured as most‘fathers are todgt.
He was strict,autonomous,the boss of the family.He was austre
and rijestdt. He loves us not to possess, but for our sake; nc
to bring us full comfort, but to develop the best in use.Cod
is a.judge, as he was to this young prodigal.God welcomes
sinmr.Judgement,‘\‘in this storye.Famine,loneliness,shane,
wretchedness of soul away from God,.Marks remai“ned»on@u
life all the way thru.Disease,memtflg/ chaos.Homeward journey
not painless.What anguish in God's heart! Ve must return.
. "God lhou art Jove, I base my faith on thate" Robe.Browninge
Little lad on visit to N.Y¥. with fathereHe held father's fing
- Grw tired;"You'll have to take hold of my hand. I cannot ba&ld

‘out."As we feel Father's grip, we are held.His love holds use
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CHRIST'S CROSS and HUMAN CRISES
Crisgis of Being Confronted by the Father
Luke 15:280-22 (lMaundy Thursday)
.aundy T ursday,or Holy Thursday has a great deal
of meaulng in various peligious groups.Its origin
is found in the Jewish Feast of the Passover,when
they -celebrated their release from Egyptian bondage
It symbolizes therefore freedom from any kind of

fﬁ\bondage from darkness to light,from ingnorance to

knowledge,from mental slavery to intellectual free-
dom. Jesus took over the day when He washed the dis
ciples feet,washed away jealousy and resemtment,ials
pride.Jesus brot real freedom from sin by cleamming
from sin. He who sits at the Lord's Table must be
clean, but only Christ can cleanse Bim.It must be-
come a day of purification for all of us. T is is
done best,when we realize that we are confrobnted by
the Heavenly Fagther.Since we nave been tninking abt
the Prodigal Son in the various crises taru waich
he went,we now come to the time wheén he is confronte
by nbs fatner.What tnots must have been in prodigals
mind.Would nis father take him back,would he forgive
him,would he acknowledge him? a
In this crisis, as he walks domm the road twd.

,axthe home,the father,who must have been on the 100}

out fep nlm,sees him in the distance and runs out
.0 meet him, While the word "Father" for God is usec
as someone has checked-about 2685 times in the 0.T?
it is Jesus who gave it real content and meaning.He
makes the whole idea of "Fatherhood" of God personal
Here .is God wno is real and alive,who confronts man
in such a way tnat man knows he must act.Jesus as tl
mediator cofifpnts man .with the true and living God.
God alone matters. Father saw the prodigal.He saw
not only the bedraggled son,the one who had gone
astray."God looked and saw deeper Nicolas von Cusa
one of the great religious leaders and writers of
the 1400 has a very fine expression of devotion on

. "The Gaze of God" which heals the soul. The gaze of

God,as look .of the father, is a gaze of love,which
will not turn aside.It is wlance of goodness which

™ comuunicates appeal to 5oodness in others.It is
~a look of pity and mercy and grace.The allseeing eye

of God follows us wherever we go and whatever we
do.It is alook of understanding and insigut.It wakes

& lo.k of response with us,As we look upon the




/ Father, we like Peter are saved by that look. It ‘ \

is a& 1ook that penetrates to despest recessds of
the soul.

Becauge of this deeper insight,the father as he
coxbnts the son,runs out to meet h1m becamwse of his
compassion in the heart. He fell around his neck,he
kissed him,oriental custom of reconciliation. God
meets man more than nalfway,but man needs to be recor
ciled to God,In Hiddle Ages cheuists looked for
a material that would transform base metals into more
valuaole ones.The alchemy of the goultakes place as

God transforms human personalities.Humanity cannot
1ift itself by its bootstraps.Life is not a push fron
below;it is a gift from above.A man named Frederck
dogg worked.in London among the poor boys.He had hlpc
one poor .boy especially,whose name was @Gesne Nicholls
After the death of the leader it was thot that the
boys would slip back.So somecne met Gegne one dmg &
asked hom how he was getting along.He admitted he hac
trouble,but said;"You see I carry a photo of Mr.Hogg
with me and wnen tempted I take it oqut and look at
it.It becomes a wonderful help as it remindg me of
the grace of God. So all of us can keep the divine
persoanlity of God ever before us,constantly be re
minded of His presence & thus, as we experience
God's grace, be strengtnened in tasks of Christi
living. This compassion of God is so strengthening.

. Wnen the father met the son,was reconciled to him,
he acted and took nim back into full fledged son-
ship.He welcome& him back, he took him into the home,
had clean clothes® made ready, food prepared,and a
reception arranged. How like God the Father this

. whol attitude and action is.In the Divine-human en-
counter,God alvays draws us to Himself. All real
living is meeting Him. God is always willing to pard
and to forgive.The prodigal was toeated by .his fathe:
in a patient way.He was tolerant,he was good. He per-
mits tne son to come back into thP fellowship of the
home, We are tonight entering into ?HTE_T”ITgwship.
We call it holy communion.Breasd of H.C.was first
planted as a seed in the earth,it absorbed strength
it grew,It was tended by someone interested.It \uJ
was cut,ground up,sunto flour,then mized with
water,kneaded subJected to flre ladd on the altar,
consecrated to God,blessed so that it might become

to us vhe grace of God yhelping us to receive in
spirit that which id God's.




SOME NEW TESTAMENT PROBLEMS

it possible to accept N T.without 0.T.?
¢ is connecting link betw.two ?
iy does average person, to a certain extent,
..un the book of revelation? Several adolescents
)interested in Revelution, Why ?

Why did Jesus give his mother to John ?

Does Jesus or Satan tempt us ? Does God allow us
to be tempted so that we may become strong in our
faith and need of our Lord.?

About what year was the First Christian “hurch |
started? :
How were the letters of Paul given to the people?
Were they written to someone or how ?

\\ How was the N.T.made ?

How can I know more about the life of Jesus ?

“’~‘Why were Peter,James and John closer to Jesus
‘than the other d1s01p1eq ?

Why were people of Athens averse to teachings of
Paul ?

Whydid Christ,after performing miracades,tell to
the healed not to tell anybody.

Why did He give to his early disciples mlraculous_
power denied to later ones ?

Why did He not speak to Judas before that diqcinled
love of money had made him a traitor.

oo ot

..—"\




\

THE NEW TESTAMENT

Aim - To understand the background as much as poss
of N.T.; To get a deeper insight into the life and
the real spirit of Jesus Christ; To get at the back-
ground of Primitive Christianity and thus to rein-
terpret our Christian life today; To make the N.T.
2 living book for a living age for live teachers;
To make N.T. so virile that we might make it alive
for scholars in our care. :

GENERAL OUTLINE-
The setting of N.T.times
. Origin and Nature of the New Testament
EYHOPtITVEOERAXEY
Outline of the Life of Christ
The Gospels ( Synoptic and Johannine )
Book of Atts and Early Xtian Cnurch
Letters of Paul: (Order in which written )
Thessalonians .
Corinbhian Letters
Galatinas
Romans
Epistles of Captivity:
Colossinas,Philemon, Ephesians,Philipnians
2pistle of Hebrews
James
Epistles of Peter and Jude
Johannine Literature

PROBLEMS OF SCHOLARS IN CLASS
Pass out slips of paper and ask for some problems
in reference to the N.T. which are puzzling.

BIBLIOGRAPHY:
The Worker and His Bible —-- Eiselen-Barclay
Dods; Introduction to the N.T.
James Moffatt-Introduct to Literature of N.T.
Vladimir G.Simkhovitch-"Toward the Understand of Jes
Hastings-One Volume Rible Dictionary

r_f\LGoodspeed Edg.J.Storyoff the NeT.

3 Eldershéim-Life and Times of Jesus

A Life of Christ- Farrar,Gilbert,
Burton-Short Introduction to ¥.T

Bartlet—The Bpo
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Robinson- Gates and Keys to Book fo the Bible
Gilbert-The Stud nt's Life of Paul
D.Smith-Life and Letters of Paul
Stalker-Life of Paul
Spencer-Beyond Damscus
Bennett - The General Epistles
- FParrar-The Messages of the Books \‘r;f

S cott- Literature of the N,T .

Collions @ - oot Vigoomge . 1t Ol

SUGGESTIONS FOR PAPERS of about 500 to 1000 words
Sketch of N.T.Times ( Review Simkhovitch ) -

A Study of Different Interpretation of Life of Ohr.
The Synoptic Gospels

The Gospel of John :

Characteristics of Early Church as Seen in Acts
Life of Paul

Take Some Letter snd Characterize it.

Apocalyptic Literature of W.T.




SETTING- OF NEW TESTAMENT TINMES

Palestine- Map. Central position, yet isolated. A
small world in itself. In it the whole drama of N.T.
times is staged. :
What has taken place since the time of 0.T.provhets?
Alexander the Great 332 B.C.conguered Palestine
Antiochus TII of Syria became successful ruler,
after long contentions.Antiochus Epiphsnes (175-184
destroyed Judaism,abolished law,Sabbhath worship &
rite of circumcision,temple partially,pagan sacrif
on d¥tar. Judas Maccabeus led successful revolt in
168-B85 B.C. Temple re-dedicated.l82 B.C.poltical in
dependence.In 63 B.C.Roman general Pompey conouered
land.Judea bec.insigniciant province of empire.In
37 B.,C.Heord Great king. Died in 4 B.C..His territors
divided betw.3 sons,Herod Antipas of Galilee &. Perea;
Herod Philp of Decapoils; and Archelaus Judea & Samr
,out he removed in 6.A.D. and a prcourator of 2nd
rank: was apnointed to collect taxes & command army.
Pontius Bilate "appointed in 26 A.D to 38 A.D.

2 Vatdous Parties:

The Pharisees; nelig.fraternity,who after retunr
fr.exile insisted upon strict separation.,zeal for
law,developed many interpretation of law.A religion
of the letter.Held hope of political Messiah.

The Sadducees-more poliftical.Chief interest in
bldg up Hewish state. Aristocratic class.Denied doct
of resurrection & exist.of angels & spirit. They thof
oral law was not so ‘binding in contrast to Phar. |

Zealots.Poltiical with passionate hatred of any |
goreigner. Messiah a politla2 leader.Impetuous,hot. |
Pious peeple- another group. |
Samarians - halfbreeds—- a mixed race.Worship simila#
to Jews at Mt.Gerizim. |

Relig wus and Soicaz Cnditions
Temple central.Synagoges in villages. Home life |
) of Jews rather high.Careful instruct of childrn.
This was world Jesus born into.Greek influence,
Roman power, Jewish righteousness & legalism,

i
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ORIGIN AND NATURE OF XN.T. '

Few books wittten during Jesus' life time abt

HimAfter his death various movements arose that
gave rise to various books.4 notable movement s; The
missionary work amng gentiles; fall of Jerusalem;
Persecution of Domitian; and rise of early sects.
Chief authority was Jesus. Tradition & by word of >
mouth. Then apostles held in high esteem. Esp.
Paul was popular. in second century diff.parties aro
Some inisisted upon one way ' of truth,others upon a-
nother.So the falee had to be ro-ted out from the
true.One of these sectarian leaders,Marcion , by
name.He regarded ten letters of Paul & the Gospels
as worth while.Did not include Tim & Titus.Tried to
prove that Go of script of Jews' not Gad revealed in
Jesus .Then others »ut Cospesl together. It was not
until abt.. 185 A.D.that we' fing anything 1like our
N.T.among the Chr.& churches. This N.T.stood beside
the 0.T. Others books were included by some such as
Letters of Clement of Rome,Shépherd of Hermas,Epistle
of Barnbas. It was not until 367 A.D.that Athanagius
of Alexandria used the 27 hames of N.T. as we have
these today. Of course, very few had whole N.T. in_
Greek, some had only parts & it was only when W
prntg was invneted that all were included more
def intely.

S

Various guestions as%ed as we study the books:
Date at which book originated

Pestion of authowship :

Where it was written & to whom.

Writer's purpose in writing his book.

Tests put as to inclusion of bo ks:

Is apostle an author ?°

Book must adhere to " rule of faith."

Book must be vouched for by one of leading churches.
Test of time . "hen book has survived all changes of
fashion,when it has apnealed to all kinds of readers
& they have respondid, then we knw it is living
book. The books that have been selected stand on &
diff. plane,they stand for vital in ty, they bear
the stamp of great literature,intrinsic worth,



OUTRIRE OF LIFE OF JESUS
Chronological
L. Thirty years of Silence and Preparation
Jn.Bapt. Jesus' birth-Wise Men,Flight to Egypt,Jesus
in Temple; Baptims and Temptation

l’\

II. Early Judean Ministry
Call of Disciples - Jesus and Nicodemus, Jesus and
Samarisan Woman

IV. Galilean Ministry :
Withdrawal fr.Judea,bec. of death of Jn.Baptist.
More definite c-11 of disciples. Sermon on Mount
Some of his parables

V. Perean Ministry
Increasing amhggonism- Peter's Cynfessbon- Transfigu

N

V. Pascsion Week
Last Journey to Jerusalem- Passover-lord's Supper
Gethsemane- Arrest-Trial-Coniemastion-Omucifixion

VI. Forty Days
Resurrection- Appearances- Ascension

Interpretative ( Kingdom of Love-Carrier )

A World Hero
Jesus the Boy (Great dream-Serving God at Home-
. Deciding what kind of King to be-Choosing Assts.)

« Jesus Citizen of Kingdom (Work andg teaching

Jesus the Hero - Standing for the Right-Giving
His life :

T o - Loy . S Uptis
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Problem Approach to Life of Christ(curry )
Gearing the Bible to Life

Take problem of pupil and get scripture passage
which will be helpful in its solution out:of the
life of Christ :

/
Gospel in Art ( Bailey )

Get the interpretation of artists, as well as great
poets



Acte of the Apostles

Keynote of book in 138, Here we have outline., -
1. The chureh in Jerusalem—-1l:l- 8:3 ( 29=35 4,D)
Bhe ascension, Pentecost. Conflict with Sanhedrwn
‘Sterhenl's-specch and martyrdom
2. Church in Judea and Sammzia. 8'4-11.18(?5 36 )
hilip in Samaria. Conversion of-Saul (prob, 35 oF
maybe even 30 ) Bapbisim of Cornelius . i
3. Ohurch of the World 11:19-28: 31 g 35-61 A.D, g

a) Church in Antioch- 11:19-13:8 ( 35-47 A,D,
Miesgi on of Paul & Barnabas to Jerusalem.Persecus
by Herod Agrippa.Barn & Sanl sent from Antioch, |

b ) First migsonary journey of Paul & Barnalas
Cyprus,PisidiajAntioch, Iconimum, Lystra,Der esRe=
furn to Syrian Antioch ( 28 4.0 ) Oouncil of Jewr,

c) 2nd misgionary journey. 15:38-18:22 (29=52 )
Galatia revisited- Europe,Philipn»i, Thessalonia =
Berea and Athens, Corimth’ 18;1-18 Vigit to J eruan
Ret rn to Syrian Antioch

d ) 3d.misslonayy journey of Paul.18;23%=21316 -
( 52-568 A.D.)Galatia revigited.Apollos at Dh68h5
Paul at Eph.1l uQT.WIILJeﬂ.Pa 11 in Macedonia & Gr

Troas- Voyvage to Jerucalem

e) Paul’ In Jerusalem & Oaesarea 21317-28:18 :
568-59 Paul's arrest. Caesarea. Paul bef,Felix
estus,Agrippa.¥oyage to Rome :

f ) Paul in Rome., 28:17-31 ( 59 A.D.)
Ist iang, Eph.& Phll

kes to Philipniahs, Colosgsi:

Acts a defenge of Gentile Christianity. And &ﬂ
of Paul, fo whom Luke was as Roswell'to Jonnsoh
Atcs an apology of Jnv1QU1“am1hyoto heathendomy
Educated man writing.Real value in bo-k-our oni y
authentic first century boock of history.

Real theme of Acts:Not doings of apostles,but
rather "Expansion of ¥ty thru the energy ﬂf the
8pirit.

-
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| - ARRANGEMENT DF ACTS

1.0rigin of Church at Jerusalem ( 1:2-8:8 )
Holy Spirit :
2. Spread of Yty thru Palestine ( 6:8-9:30)
e iis Defense :
3.Expansion fr.Palestine to Antioch in Syria \-a\‘
: ( 9:32-12:23 )
| S5 Persecution
| 4. Advance from Syria to Asia Minor
( L2:25- 16:4 )
Miscionary Expansion
5. York of Paul in Macedonia and Greecce
(18:6- 19:19)
Westward into Furope
6. Tvents .that had issue in Paul's arrival
at Rome . ( 20-28 )

Organization and Development

: of Farly Church :
At first worshiped in temple, as well as in
private homes.Interest in Jewish ordinances ‘
declined. Destruct.of temple in 70 A.D.,quickenéb—-ﬂ'
the separation. At first folk met daily for
worship.Soon first day of week meeting time.
Preaching and teaching foreground.
Organization rather simple. Apostles as heads
"The seven" apoointed to take charge of adminstrat.

Also prophets,teachers,elders or prebyters,bishops,
deacons,etc.




PAUL AND HIS EPISTLES

l.Early Years E * .

Birth in Tarsus( Gr,center of trade & culture)
Hebrew,Roman citizen,Pharisee,Greek eulture and
cosmopolitan atmaosphere. Educated at feet of Gamalie

,—\ai Jerus.Learned trade of tentmaking. Thoro instr
in Hebrew lore,yet wider also.

3.His early career- Phatt. Martyrdom of Stephen
turning point. Paul's conversion on way to Damascus
Retirement into Arabia to re-adjust his thoughts.

3. Call to Apostleship-at Antioch Ordination
Evangelization of Cyprus on First Mission.
Evangelization of Cyprus and Pouthern Galatia.47-49
Council in Jerusalem 50

4.8econd Mi=gion - 506-53

Derbe,Pisidian ®nticobh, Troas , Philippi,Thessa-
lonica,Berea, Athens,Corinth * First Letter to
Thescsalonians 51- Second letter Thesg=alnoians- 51
/Lstters_rose out of situations,were written to an

entire church & therefore thot rather carefully.

He had to leave there & perseuction came upon them
He reminds them of gr.Xtian truths.Reminds them how
he worked disinterestedly.He had spoken abt.speedy
return of Jesus.Yet this had not come.So he assures
them that those who had died still could rest in
Christ.Should not be so very much concerned abt. the
unssen future.Brief maxims

3nd Thess.Written esp.bec. Thess. had expected “hr.
cming soon & some had even given up work.Rather
fanatical. Man must work.Offsets idleness. Homest
work is one of elemnets in XY ina living.

Gdatians — 53 - Charter of ‘religious freedom,not
mere fopmalism & ritual,but vital life in Christ,
salvation is by faith.

$. Third Missions.- Galatia,Ephesus,Corinth,Riot
M2t Ephesus, Troas,Macedonia,Corinth,Philipni-
‘_4rting at "phesus- Jerusalem ( 53 - 57 )

First Second Corinthians - Letter fr.church as to

factions immoaal'ty lawguits,meat to idolg GaRepbs. s
Romans e ' ] '?"%OL &) W
;z“ s
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P b .
8- Arrest at Jerusalem & Closing Years - 57 - 87
Trial bef.Sanhedrin- Felix,-2 year imprisonment
Trial bef.Festus— Examinat bef.Agrippa-Embrakahion
for Rome.Shipwrekk at Mélita.Arrival at Puteoli and
Rome. : : <
Letters to}Philipnians in 80 A.D.

Letter to Ephesaaé 623
Letters to Colossae and Philempn - 62

First letter to Timothy 63
Titus 66

2nd Letter to Timothy - &7

Martyrs death about 87 A.D.



ROMANS :
Wittten about 56 A.D. Paul wanted to get to Rome,
but collection for Jerus.Xtians stood in way. So
writes letter ;to embody His Gospel; to safeguard
Roman church from legalistic & Judaistic forms;to
give to them the heart of the Christian message.
f’.\ Themel Righteousness Key verse R.1:18
Need of World -1:18-%x28x - 6
Jews & Gentiles have sinned
Inadequacy of Law to Save,.Chap. B
Power of Gospel6:1-8:30
~uestion of Supremacy of Jews 9-11 :
- Practic2gelife must be acceptable to God 12-18

Gr.passages like Rom 1:16 ff; Chapter 8,Ram.13

PHILIPPIANS
Writeen about 6l.Paul in prison in Rome
OccasioniPhilipnians had sent comfribution thru
Epaphroditus,who had taken sick.Paul writes to
thank and to allay comc ern.
It is a real letter .Paul weaves into his weltings
| (.ﬁome high ideals and thoughts.
| Key-verse Phil.1l:21"For me to live is Chrigt "
I. Chapt.l.Christ Believers Pakkern Life,rejocing
in suffering. Thanks for fellowsh.in Gospeli Gsop
furthered by his imprisonment
II.Chapter 2. Christ believer's pattern- Christ
Rejoicing in lowly service. v
III.Christ-believers object ( chapter 3 0
IV. Christ-the believer's strength. ( Chan.4 )

: PHILEMON
liritten in Payl's imprisonment about 82 A.D.
Freeing a slave by appealing to higher oricniples.
Know the truth and it shall make you free.
Little leaven of brotherhood fed by .the Spirit of
Christ leavened the whole lump o society And thw

walls of provincial hate & social easte tumbled
to the ground. W“vég‘fkuﬂ
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Theme:Preeminence of Christ. Kevverses 1:15-20

Paul's acquan, with Epaphras,who brot p
ews of
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’ Colossae.Some there thot of getting into gr.touch '
with God thru angelical beings,mystic inititation
All kinds of ascetic practices.Trying to reduce Chz
Paul  speaks of ideal of spiritual develpoment 2 thn
of Pre-eminent place of Christ.Paul urges a seeking
of the things that are above.

o EPHESTANS : 5
Thot of at times as a general letter to ohurchst

Then again as specific letter to “phesus. Nothing
controversial there. High ideal of church presented
 Church body of Christ Main theme is "Unity $n
Christ ". 1 ) Unity of Creation in God. 2) Unity
in the Church of all believers in Christ who is body
Unity of great ideas— love,truth and coodness.
3) There muet be unity & harmony in life, as followe
of Chr. put away all that is impure & live right.

PASTORAL EPISTLES

I Timothy, Titus and TI Timothy
Addressed to Paul's misc-ionary assitants, instructing
them how to carry on their work.Out of the various
false teachings, out of the:'postponement of Christ's
coming, out of practical situations for the fUr(;J
government of church arose thece letters.

I.Tim.Warns agst false teachers didtorting Gospel
Offeres direction as to conduct ot worship; duties of
of bishops & deacons; how bishop should resist flase
teachings; connsel agst pretended knowledge.

Titus is reminded of duties of bishop,counsel givn
with regard to various clasces within church;true
Xtians contrasted with heretics. :

IT.Tim. Church after lofty enthusiams of early work
settling down to the priestly functions & getting
down to0.the practical everyday life. This book is
.possibly best of the 3 pastoral epistles. 2 Timl:1l4
hold try to faith,further instruct regard.orca iza
of the church. ‘
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