THE ROCK THAT WAS CHRIST (Reformation '59)
1 Corinthians 10:l
In our prayer today on this Reformation Synday, we refer t
different people of diff,. nations who have contributed to the
Reformation of the ChurcheThe stream of bhe Church, of the
Gospel had been clogged up,muddied by human weakness and hmn

failuressEhe Reformers, earnest men and women,cleansed and
{ \opened up

the channel, so that the purer waters of the

Gospel could course on againeSuch men as Martin Luther, John
Calvin, Ulrich Zwingli, Thgmas Browne( forefather of Puritanst
all these helpedsOut of the heart afid mind of Dr.Luther drng
8 trying period ofr religious historyr turned to the lLbéth Ps.
and wrote the magnificent choral; " A M ghty Fortress." It
has become the great battle hymn of the Church and of Christn:
Here is uggested the basic foundation for faith- God,who is a
fortress and a rock. There is opposition; but faith is in the
end triumphany. The idea of the "rock" a big stone has ever
been a symbol of the Jkwish as well as the Cpristian faithe

It is St.Paul who stresseg the idea of "Thg%gglj_Th_at\Was
Cyrist" -in writing to the C rinthians to lead them into a
deeper understanding of the Lord JesuseThe idea came out of
a strange experience of the Jewish people in the wilderness,
which Paul uses to stress deeper aspects. As the Jewish people

,-\-were traveling thru the wilderness from Egypt on the way to

e

Canaan or Palestine they had many hardships. One of thesd
was when there was no water available. So it is,told that
Moses..hit a high rock and out of gushed forth aLundant water.

T,e Israelites were blessed by the water which flowed
from Ehe-rock lMoses smote at Rephidim and at Kadesh and by
the well of Beer.Tye rabbis had a legend, azstory that a
gigantic rock 15 feet high now followed the people thru the
wilderness and supplied theWpeepde with watepe. Here was a

source that kept the people from perishing and gave them a
constant supplye.A strange story and a strange .incident.

Its deeper implicgtions are very evident, as we think of
Paul's word to the C rinthians "The Rock That was Christ."
In other words our Lord Christ is the SOURCE of all that
is escential. As that rock in the wilderness became a source
of blessing thru God for the people, so our Christ is the

our~e, the basis of our faith, for all our undertakingse

, Henry Van Dyke tells us "The Rtory of the Spourcee" He said

there was a village which wao built along a small river,which
had is source upin the mouhtains.®very year the people were

to go up there in the spring..to clean out the spring,so that
the water couvld run freely.T, en it would flow down ard enable

everything to grow and supply the people.We have forgotten
the source of our real Christain life. It is in Jesus Christ
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The Cypurch of Middle Ages had forgotten the source and so the
Reformers came along and opened up the channel,They led back
to the Gospgl, to faith in Christ. We are saved by faith in
Christe. That was original belief of Cathoclic Church, but it
had been covered over by all kinds of traditions and customs.
This is original belief.o Protestants, but we also need to

go back to our souree.T is is very important today for \/
our individual belief, for we need that source.

Going back to the idea of The Rock That Was Christ again,
we note that He is not only Source, but also SUPPLY. In othr
words He give us all that is essential. He sypplies our every
needsThe water that flowed from the Rock supplied the Jewish
people, so that they might not die of thirst.Jesus gives of
His abundance. You recall that He spoke to the Samaritan
woman about the livingwater which flowed from Hime if she
would drink of this she would never thirst. For every desire
i :the One who suppliese.When Paul was in prison, he wrote tb
Philippians; "My God will supply your every neede" What a
wonderful word that is for us.When we are in trouble, He
suppkies guidance, light and strength; when in sorrow He
gives an abudart supply of comfort; in weakness He gives us
strength; in temptation He comes alongaside to comforte
In Holy Communion by offering us His body, His spirit, \~/
His nourishment; by giving us His Life; He offers to supplye.

From that Sgurce- Lord Christ; from that abuddat supplyp
Christ; we receive SUFFICIENT SATISFACTION. The Jewish people
were kept in the wilderness.! ey were shbisfied.The food
which wekeceive thru Holy Communion and the wine gives a
deeper satisfaction for the souleWe are all partakers of the
Divine favor. T,e Psalmist speaks about a flood that arises
and surrounds-him and he escapes on to a Rock that is higher
than he iss S he sayd; to God "lead me &0 a rock that is
higher than I am. Here is safety. Or again a traveler going
dthru the wildernessis almost overcome by the heat of the
desert. He findsa great rock and in the sh#dter of that,rock
finds protection from heat and the stoem of sand.Or again
our Lord tells story of man who built His house upon the rock
.and it stands. "ON Christ the solid rock I stand, all other
ground is sinking sand.".A deep inner contement and Vib(;)
satsifaction is ours when "The Rock that is Christ®
becomes a realitv for and to use




THE COMPASSION OF JESUS (World Order
Matthew 9:35 - 38 Sunday '59)

Some months ago it happened 4h the Stanford, Conn. R.R.Séat
It was “unday evening.Some 2 doz. people were aiting for N.Y.
Express.T,e door to the waiting room flew open. W women cried
out hysteridally j;"help me." She was pursued by a man just a
few steps behind her.He caught her took her by the wrist and

dragged her to the doors. THen stooped down grabbed her pocket
book:and fled on foot.We carried the woman into the s tation
-and tried to help her. But a strange thing was taking place.

. Men stood abt. the station, nobedy tried to rescue the women
‘rom her attacker. There seemed to be an uncemcarn of the
other.people, who seemed to think this is none of owur businss
Somehow or another this is a modern attitude. Tpe individual
ig being desensitized. "“e are becoming camual abt. cruelty.

W shrug our shoulders and turn away.We seem to have lost the
ability to be aware both of suffering and beauty,to share
sorrow and create hope,to think and respond beyond our own
wantse (N.C usins in Saturday Review.)

Our Lord Jesus was of a different stripe.He saw the people
in-a sad and pitiful state.T, ey were like sheep, harassed, be-
wildered and there was a lostness about them.There was amenta
spirittal instability.They had come out into the desert place
to find Him. T, ey were seeking for something deeper. Jesus ha

Compassion - a fellowfeeling - suffering with them.Today we
observe National Missions Sunday, when we think of millions of
people without S.85.(~275%ill.) and nore millions W&B&gg; a
Church.Today also we observe “orld er on wh the
speical thought &s to be given to refugees and needy people
in all parts of the worldeThe compassion of Jesus is ours.

This compassi-nx must show itself in CARING. Unless we, lik
Jesus, really care little can be done. To "care" means not
only to see, but also to have a heart. In other words we migh
say;"My heart goes out to you," or " I have you in my heart."
What a wonder ul expression that is.T,e word about "compassiol
in Jesus heart" is referred to in the servgt who was unable
to pay his debt,of the parable when the prodiggl son was wel-
comed back by the father, of the parable when the Samaritan
went to help the wounded traveler on the Jericho road.Jesus
was moved when he saw the stranded crowd,the leper,the two

’;dwling_ggn,the widow at Nain. Jesus was moved by spiritual
lostness.Jesus was moved by the hunger and the pain of men.
Jesus was moved by he sorrow in others.T is whole attitude
was contrary to ideas of His time- an ours too- of being
apathetic and I don't care, that does'nt concern me." Jesus
wanted people to have another chance.

A group of non-Christians were talking with some C¥ri tiani
and they said;"What does Jesus have which we seem to lack 2"
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Te answer came back; "He seems to have the capacity to
create a more delicate conscience and compassione" In our
‘caring and compassion we need to think of situations today.

A little over a year ago a famous runner of England Christ
thatwat- with a deep Christian spirit- suggested that after
a geo-physical year when we thought of how exploring the
Wworld, we have a "human year", when we think of human
beings. So it has been suggested thru the C,urché®™as U/

well as United Nations that wehave a "W,rld Refiggee Year,"
Since World War II L0 million people have become refugees.
Today there are still 15 mill.people without permanent homes
in Arabia, Palestine, Korea, Bast and West Germany.Cver
200,000 children are born in these refugee camps,who wlll not
know a conformtable homee Yeotl Waacaa i

Like it happened to Jesus when one CARES, one becomes iN

VOLVED, one has to SHARE.The fellowfeeling of sympathy must
be followed by fellow=feeling of ACTION.Jesus' sympathy was
never patrodzing.He never thought of people as "caseso."He did
not try to minister thru organized effort. We do so thru the
Community Fund, but we need personal interest as w=1l.Jesus!'
compassion never shallow or merely sentimental,or superficial
Compasstion always costs. The compassion of Jesus took Him all
across Palestine, His love cost so much it took Him to the
CROSS.T, e Church,like Jesus, must be a fellowship of ~
people who care and share.We are constantly being servea\—/
by others, so we need to serve in turn. T e symbol of our day
seems to be the MUSHROOM cloud of the,bomb that exploded in
the desert, That means destruction. T e symbol of our day
should be the HELPING HAND extended t6 those around us in

" need. D, we really care ? Care about the boys and girls with-
out any religious instructions ? Care about Youth getting
into trouble ? Do we care about the 27 mill children in our
country without any Christian instructions ? Are we more in-
terested in sending a monkey to the moon, a rockt into orbit
than we are in helping people of today find their place
in life ? It is time to defrost. The housewife knows what
that means;for unless refrigerator is defrosted it will lose
its effidiencye.Itwill fail to drop in temperature,food may
spoil. Many C ristians need to be defrosted,They are "frozen
up" with resentre nts, prejudices,pride, anger,jealousy apd
selfishnesg. T)e Rhone River rises in Rhone Glaciers in
Alps.At., Stgotthard one can see the ice m:lting,the water
run dofw the vallegy where river serves and blesses.The warm
air has melted the ice.The presence of Christ in the soul
defrosts human hearts and into the world flows the stream warn
and blessing many.T, us we care and share with our prayer
our interes%, ou¥ c8ncern and our gvinge <§Q»C¢¢,qbgu5%§%if;&_
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JESUS -- A LAYMAN (Laymen's Sun
_Matthew 13115 -- Mark 6:3 10/18/5

In the Y.M.C.A. building in Jerusalem there is a topmost
room called "T e Jesus Tower." There is a plaque timems®,carvd
in wood, an empty picture frame with the words below;"Wpom
having not seen, we love." How true that is of our Lord Chr.

in this age and time. We have not seen Him physically, yet

(\ we love Him,On this laymen's &nd laywomen's “ynday we:also
want to understand how the members of the congregation may
dedicate themselves more fully to the Lord C rist and to His
Church. We recognize that the Church consists not only of
pastors, but also and very defintely of lay people. The word
"laity" comes from laos, which means " unprofessional peoplel'
In one way or another we all unprofessional about some matter
or another. I am lay person as far as medicine or other types
of work are concerned.It means that we do not assume the
attitude of knowing everything about everything.For our own
inspiration and incentive we want to think of owr Lord Jesus
very reverently and thoughtfully as a Layman.

Jesus a Layman ‘indicates that He was OF THE PEOPLE, for
that is what the word laity means. Our Lord has come home to
his native town of Nazareth for a visit. He came inbd "His
own country." After one had been away a while it is refresh-

nlng ng to ¢ get back to the place where one grew up, as it happnd
to me this past summer.He had grown up in Nazareth.Here He
had romped bout like an average growing boy, played in the
village,out on the fields,swam with the boys,looked in aston-
ishment upon the caraans that went by. So He was "one of them
He grew up in this environment. Here also was His family, his
mother and L brothers and 2 sisters. Even tho later on when
Jesus began to minister. and teach, His brothers thought He
had gone haywire, nevertheless at this time, He was the oldst
in the family and had supported the family after His father
died.Many arguments have been advanced to eyplain the "brothr:
and sisters" were really "cousins,halfbrotherg, or halfsistss
»children of Jospeh by a previous marriage.T is motive has
been to try to safe uard the dbctrine of the virgin birth
and the perpetyal virginity of the mother of Jesus.It is much
better to take the words in their natural sense.Jesus was a

* member of ‘a large family. So like any other layman, Jesus had
\ to live in His community &hd be one of it, He lived with His
family and helped along. He was faithful to His trust as a
citizen and also as a supporter of His people.
* He also as aﬁayman was AMONG THE FEOPLE. He was a part of
them in all their various actvities. On the Sabbath He began

to teach in the synagoge That is very important that our Lord
took Part 1m the WOrship Services in His towneHe went to &
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C urch regularly.He took part in the worship of the Cphurch
even though at that time He was a layman.He was not authoris
ed by any officikal body as a religous teacher. Undoubtedly
the Rabbi who had taught Him, noted that he was a bright
student, that He grasped the essentials, that He knew the
various commandments and great passages of the 0.T. which -
was Jesup! BibleeoHe had gone thiu the Teacher Training Class
of his day and so was permitted to'teachs BUT now some #
thing strange hanrened. The people who heard him, especu
the leaders of the community were astonished and said; "Where
did this man get all this ? What is this wisdom given to Him?
What mighty works are wrought by His hands. Is nof this the
carpenter,son of Mary and do not all His brotheTs and sisters
live here." They seemd to feel that the "home boy had come
home and made good." But as Jesus said leter on; A prophet

is not whthout honor in his own country, among his own kin,

and in his own housee" These leaders cast a slur upon Jesus'
as a carpenter. S, He lived among them as a worker.All JLayman
have their dally occupstions. In his werk as a layman he was
a skilled craftsman, a builder in wood. He helped his father
make plow@s, yokes, built some of the stone synagogs. T e
sneer in these words is” evident.He was a lower 5'ger of life,
He was a man from the sidestreets of Nazareth, from beyond th
track.Manual work was considered by many degr'alding.,It was
Jeatumy on their part, for they felt they been ourdstand_

Out of these words we gather that they- the scribes, the
Pharisees,religious leaders, felt that Jesus was a layman=-
a4n UNPROFESSIONAL teacher and leader.We get the other side of
the co'n and note that Jesus as laymen went way BEYOND them
in His insights. They just'found the facks of His life.We have
busy "fact-finders" inthe strikes of Today.But facts are not
enough. It takes more to see the real issues and persons ¢ The
people had physical facts of Jesus,His birth,occupation,his
home and family.They knew the origin of Jesus' life, so down
went the shutters of their minds.Here was snobbery, Here a so
was the " familiarity that breeds contempt." He is a layman
and as such has no special training.no special schooling,emht
to no college,was not anoix;%d, or ordained by any religious
group, ‘dad not a professionla on law and did no live up to
details of the law. He had no medical knowledge,yet healed,
He was not an official Rabbie..He forgave sins, but had .
no authority. YET Jesus went BEYOND all that for He had \U
keen insights inéb human nature and the laws of God. He under
stood God's ‘purposes by diligent lay study of Scripturese.He
had a keen sensitivity to the nature of sickness and theref e
could heale So we lét Jesus as a Layman inspire us boday,for
He ie ONE of us, He is AMONG us ard yet He is BEYOND us and
therefore givesus deepest insight@le




OPENING GOD'S PICTUREBOOK *The Parables

i ~ "And Humble and Contrite Heart®

€) Qug ™" Tuke 18:9-2)i "pParable of Pharisee and Publican"
,%3§« In the great writing by Dante "Paradiso",he describes the
&ﬂw*’ pward journey of Virgil and Dante toward paradise.They come
'éiwk%tﬁ*fheir Journey to the ‘steps of ascent at the top of which
- ° stands the Angel of Humility. As they go up the wings of the
/M, angel brush Dante's forehead and his climing was made eas-
ier and Virgil ‘explained to him that one ‘of the main sins
had been brushed off,namely pride and now humility was part
of his character, T.en Dante felt his forehead- for humility
is un;pnseious of being humble. -"He that is down needs fear
no fa¥l,-He that is low,no pride; He that is humble{ever shall
Have God to be his guide." :

Our Tord brought home to all of us the teachings about
hgyility in a very graphic parable of ‘the Pharisee and Public
T e Pharisee was a plllar of the Church, an ardent patriot &
respected in his community as a citizen of the highest charac
T,® publican,on the other hand, was almostuntouchableeT, e
Phar. was a man who was deadearnest about his service to Gode
@fid the publican who was the tax collector and who was des-
pised by the Jewish people,for that was being done for the
Roman government, But the lines cannot always be drawn that

Alear.noth of them went to the temple to pray. In prayer we
usually reveal what is in us. Jesus allows us to overhear
the secret prayers of both of these men. They are partly
fictitious men,for many a Phhr.was lowly,and many taxscllectu
were unrepentante. :

Each man DESCRTBES HIMSELF. The Phar.stood & prayed with
himself .For him the keyword was " I ", for this is used at
least five times in this short prayer.] thank Thee,I am not
like rest of men, I fast, I give all that I get. T,e Phar,
measures himself by loocking dewnward,when he tries to deter-
mine his rank before God. He chooses the bad publican as a
standard.Selfmeasurement by qukingﬁdnnnmard always produces
pride. When we” choose the worst we can always make ourselves
to be better. There seems to be a strange delight in sinking
our teeth into our fellowmen and finding their faults. We
say such thing may occur in their life,but they would not in
mine, Here are congratulations to himself on sins of mmmision

™ He is not like other men.He was not as the rest of mankind.

He wa not an extoritioner,nor unjustynor an adulterer,not
even as the publican.He towered way above others. Then he in-
formed heaven of his virtues of commission.He fasted twice a
week,he gave tithes or opetenth of even the smallest income,
There are few more unloéggw sights than the smugyiselfsatisf.

‘self-important,strailaced person who knows all the answers
and who is never wrong.

‘\—————__‘/,




4 Every stroke in the picture .of the publican deepens the im= °

pression of humilitye He "gtood afar off" as one unworthy
to be a neighbor to the righteous man.His posture was abject.
He dared no raise his eyes to heaven.He smote repeatedly upon
his breast in an agony of selfcondemnation.His prayer was an
outpouring of sheme and entreaty. "God be merciful to me a
sinnere" He locks into Himself and compares himself with Gode
As we compare ourselves with someone who 1is higher in
standard than we are we bow in humility.Ged Is our stan(_)
darde We,like publican measure ourselves u!!%ard.
Each one of these men tells what he thoughts about OTHERS.
T% Phar. despises others.He looked at mankind .and th
God that he was not like the rest of the crowd,or the unworth:
tax collector.Confortable people often do not concern them=-
selves how the other halfl of world lives.All our prejudices
are of this nature. Selfrighteocusness separates us from our
fellowmen.T, e parable is directed tward those who "trusted
themsglves %hat they were righteous, and set all others at
neoght."A wall is built between us and rest of mankind ,Other
peopleenre run down.C ronic faultfinding ,quickness of judgem
po ing of weakness to protect one's own weakness. An 18th
netury duelist challenged three noblemen to duels. He chall
one for looking thru himjthe other for looking down on him
and thr 3d for not JTooking at him at all.Dr.S.S, oemaker tells
story of an old resident in a growing town.He net & pew
ent,who ask-d him what kind of people lived in towiw
O dtlme said;"waht kind of people lived in town you came from
0,they weryswell people,everybody was friendly & neighborly.
Never saw nicer people in my life." You'll find the same kind
of people here. Another newcomer complained of people back
home,Oldtimer saidj"You'll find the same kind of people here,
Need to be humble in presence of otherse
: Each man reveals what he thought of GOD., T, e Pharethot of
God as a business ran upon whom he could call to ' ollect his
dividends for good behabior.He told God he was waiting for
well deserved honors.A great many people seem to think that
God owes thenisomething.T,ey are entitled (3 His favors.He is
their bell-boy,at their gekk and call.T, e jphar felt no need
of God. He was self-gufficient.He thot he was able to get
along without Gode T e tax collector in deep himility recoh
npzed God as One who is merciful.He recognized himseIf as a
sinner before God. Thers is a ‘story of the gift that
opened the gates of heaven.The lst gift was a drop of
patriot's blood, but gates did not open; the 2nd was a lover!;
last sigh,but gate did not open; the 3d the penitent tear of
of ah o0ld man cogkggted by a child's pmayer and that won
entrance. God w1l%t espise an humble and contiite spirite.




GOD'S PICTURE BOOK = Parables = B/
(S nday Before Ascension Day ) SIS
"THE FUTURE HAS ALREADY BEGUN " :
- Mark );:28
Our Prayer "Afloat on the Winds of God" brings before us a
very vivid picture of a thistle down, or dandelion seed,or
seed pods off the trees being tomr lcose from their places

”‘end,floated lightly to another place,struck root & began to

'groweThere is nothing hard,struggling,self-centered here,
but " a feather afloat on the winds of God." Tye suggestions
come to us that we need to turn our lives over to God and le
Him rule and direct us into fruitful living.In such tiny
seeds, as well as in a seed of wheat,corn the future has al-
ready begun.Likewise in a.little child that is born the
future has already begun. Jésus uses the idea of the seed
that is sown and which growms from small seecd, spntaneously
and spreading out eventually into.ear.An idea that is plantec
into a mind also eventually becomes a fruitful deed. Our Lorc

- Jesus sows the seed of His thots into human hearts & they gr

As we think of this Sunday before Ascension Day we alee see
enacted for us this idea of a life being sown in death- as

. Jesus gave up His life on the eross-was buried,arose and now

ascended into heaven to become availabge for all of mankinde
In all of  this GROWTH we note a VERY SMALL BEGINNING.
The seed is tiny,thots are often seemingly insignificant,
‘lives are often lived on ordimayy levele. Jesus spke of
small maitersygrain of mustard seed,cup of cold water,one
talent,widow's mite,lost coin,kindness done unto the least;
and out of these devloped great ideas. T,e famous cartoonist
drew a famous cartoon.He showed two backwoodsmen standing at

~the ddge of a uood.T‘ey‘were talking.One asks the other; Ay

thing new ?" T e other man replied :"Nothing much .Oh,there
is a new baby over at Tom Lincoln'sj nothing ever happehs
arqund here," Tye same might have been said at Bethlehem;
"Nothing new. Mary had a baby in the stable last night." That

‘babe grew up.As a man He assocaited with all kinds of pecple.

He moved among the outcastseHe .served His neighbors.Eventuall
He gave His life on the cross,died,was buried,arose. Then L0
days later He ascended into Heaven and - life became more
spiritualeAll great movements had s all beginningse. In the
mind of some person,a concern for people,a mystic experience

f.\and great helpefulnessysocial movements begane. The future

-

nas been in hearts and minds and will eventually bear fruit.

This seed that Jesus spoke about began very small and then
it did not grow because somebody was pulling it up atl the
time to see if it is growing. It grew SILENLY AND SPONTABEOQUS
LYs We can do very little about growth.There is a vital Porce
T living power that fosters growths

«




y That is true of all plant and human growth. "Man knows \

not just HOW everything growse There is'nt a great deal of
noise,propaganda,organization,but quiet and silent growth.
Jesus derived His power from quietness and prayer.T e quiet
influence of the Cpurch, the inspiration of some teacher,
the word of some great speaker.The tiltimate influence is
Godythe fellowship of kindred minds,inspires & awakense

We sometimes need, to sit quietly,medifade and praygins*

of putting forth. so much effort that we might achides ()
more.Jesus ascended into heavn very quietly.God had put his
stamp of approval on that which the Iord had done.He had ful
filled his earthly mission.He had brot love into daily life.
He had shown the truth abt dakky life and death and life
eternal.Fe is rule in hearts .All of us can-be assured of Hi:
presence,forgiveness and guidance., In His ascension the
future for all of Christianity has already begun.

In that thistledown,in that seed there is the possibility
of the future.The seed will goow. It will SPREAD AND BE
STRONG. That is what Jesus did as He ascended. He gave his
disiples that great word which we use at baptisms; "Go into
all the world,baptizing, teaching,so that people may learn
to do what I com and youe"Here then the C,urch has begun.

As we think of the various developments in the field of

, Science today, we also say the future has already hegun.
Robert Jungk has written a book with this title;"T e
Future Has Already Begun." He suggests that the fact o/
that men are trying.to conquer space and that eventually
human beirgs will be able to go into space and return, rneans
so many re-adjustments in bodies, in thinking and in life.
we have read about astronauts, who go into special training,
for that possibilitys We get excited.and tense about the
situgtions which men create and their arrogance. We begin
to worry. But keep in mind that the Iord God is still in His

. HeaveneThe Future is still held in God's hollow hande." Ve
dare not lose sleep,nor get nervous breakdowns because of
conditions that we cannot solve off hand. God can work all
things together for goode The seed has been planted and it
speead, imt will unfold. Andre Trocme was a young pastor out
of a job bec. he was a man of peace.He found one small churct
in an-out-of-the way place.He and his wife were seemingly
"buried" in a community of uneducated fawers.But the " seed"
which had been pla ted there,that life of Pastor Trocm ‘
has become College Cevenol to which students now frm al
parts of the world are welcomed and in which they gain insipt
into Yord of God and how to apply this to situations in all
the worlde We also need to become ONE WITH CHRIST, so that
He might carry us, along to a more fruitful life.T e Future
Hasta%;o Bigunhig Ustand in our Ajes Thru God we Will do our
part te make that future more wo th while, , e
2 Mgy 2t ( //fl / D ‘;’ [ O e/ @ /3 ’é\r(k —
T Vuvpa ;'{‘f wl F/(}JZ’J Wooa qc#é’i&h bl




OPENING JESUS' PICTUREBOCK
No Proper Glothes Matthew 22: 11 - 12
. Tne wedding - ban‘uet of a king's son was prepared with
+lavish hospitality.T e guests were assembled in beautiful
¥ robes and dresses.Tney were awaiting the state entrance of th
¢ king/He came amd the festive hour was crowned.But no sooner
X' had he come then his eye fell on a man dressed as if he had
Sy ome ‘rom a farm or his merchandise- a man without sense of
?ﬁ"ﬂﬁgroprietyg neggéectful of elqaﬁnhl\courtesies,guilty of un-
pardonable rudeness. His companions had not noticed his un-
couthness,It went unchallenged until the king came.But the
king was kind.He was ready to believe that the man had not
done this intentionaldy.;"Friend,how did you come in not
having a wedding garment." No reason was given. The man was
+ speechless. Here was a man who had no proper clothes on for
an occasion like this.He was callous,indifferent and jaunty.
He was careless, did not put forth much effort,heedless. He
was hyperitical. “e often use the expression;"Clothes ‘mamke
the man" or the expression used by ladies;"We have nothing to
wemre" Out of this parable of Jesus we gather a number of
very helpful and interesting factors, 5
Clothes are msed for RECOGNITION.Clothes are used for cove
ing, for protection. To wear tattered clothes or even very
little indicates forsakenness, or careless, or cal ousnesse.

) But clothes are a vital needs like food and shelter.But
there is something more important than clothes to show off,or
to - all attention to: onesself and that is that wearer might
be recognized by clothess. T, e 0.T. forbid wearing clothese
that disguise. There are clothes that reveal the wearer.T e
prophets ( one like: John the Baptist,who wore camel's hait
robe); kings wore special clothesw,the widows, the Wajgin
princess,the leper,priests wore distinctive garbs. C,anges
of clothes are also significeant. New white garments at times
of baptisme Jesus':garments indicate his personality.Dazzling
radiance at moment of transfiguratioh,whiteness of robe with
which Herod arrayed him, His seamless dress,but also scarlet
robe placed on Him by soldiers for mockery. So a garment
iff most revealing of what one is. But God looks deepersWhen
the king came*in he "saw" not only an unfit suit on the man,
but he looked deeper & saw a mind and heart that was unfite

(’if a Spanish mission, built in early days in Texas,there is a
room* which has a large eye painted on the ceiling. It is to
represent the " All-seeing eye of God." Like an X-Ray machine
can take a film of that which i% hdden from the naked eye,so
God can look into the mind and emotion and heart and life
of a person. He penetrates into the'very depths of one's
beinge Tjis does not mean*that God rejects those who outwardl,
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/,'Vimay not have proper clothes, but it indicates that He is
willing to take any and everyone who comes in spirit of peni-
tence and readiness to receive what God offerse
Clothes also indicate CHRACTER OF WEARER. We cannot always

tell what kind of a personality is behind the clothes that
are worn, but some inkling might be given.Clothes are an in-
tegral part of wearer and partake of the wearer's innermost
beingeClothes or mourning used to be worn,weddings in- '
clude special cYothes, at times years ago peeple wore ‘“}
spe¢dal clothes to mark one's feelings,rend garments as an
expression of repentance; a person wraps robe about to show
readiness for actioneUnity of personand dress.Change of cloth
also indicate some transformation withine For instance the
passing on of the robe of Elijah upon Zlisha seemed to indi-
cate a double portion of the spirit of the man who ascended.

range happenings take place when the women touched garment
2 of Jesus and was healed; or when people touched garments of
Sf.Paul and healing power came upon them.So Carylyl, great
English writer in "Sartor Resarmtus™ suggests to us that
clothes may become a source of inspiration,if viewed in the
proper lighte

So proper clothes brlng before us the idea of CHANGES that
might take places The man without the wedding garment did not
realize that he would have "to put of f" the 0ld and "put on"
the new if he was to be acceptableesHere is indicated a ‘h)
state of minde There was the nece@isty of a radical
change in moral purpose, in mind set, in alteration of the
‘character before they could be fitted for companionship with
JesuseWithout such garment of’ rlghtexouness such persons are
out of place in the divine fellowsEip.T ey have nothing in
common with the spirit of the occasion. T e Bible brings befo:
us agy number of suggestions as to "changes of garments."
Ste.Paul writes "Put off " that which is wrong and sinful and
" put on" that which is rlght Baptisim,confirmation,decision
for Christm vocation, salvation; all these include a turning
away from that which is not in accordwith the will of God and
a turning to to do His wille.One must be "clothed with the
garr ent of salvation." Take for instance the young prodigal,

who had run away,came back tattred and torn. One of the first
things the father says; " Gimve him the best robe,"a clean
robe, a new one and onethat is fit for occasionsSo it lit;fd

who gives to us new clothes in His grace and mercye Cur
1“ord will "clothe with power" and armor of righteousness to
fulfill tagk in the worlde We come as we are to God.We think
‘we are‘ggggilgood enuf, But we need to do our part,we need
to.accept God's grace. Tramp recebved suit of clothes and

said;™low I feel like a new man<" So in Christ we become new
persons and personalities,




OPENING JESUS' PICTURE BOCK
Danger of Emptiness
" Matthew'12:3-45
There are few things more discouraging to think about than
an empty house.In the rebuilding of downtown ‘arcas,like in
Baltimore, the empty houses are many waitingfor demolishing.
In some places in the co2d mining regions and in the west
g ™here are ghost towns. Left to themselves these house deterio-
rate, window¥s are knocked in,the paint cores off, the plast
falls off, the wood rots. Our lLord must have seen some houses
like that for Hé uses a remarkable parabbe to open to us a
great truth. He puts it in terms of comtemporary thot of an
evil spirit that is driven out of a house., But the spirit afte
roaming returns to the house, finds it empty,then brings seve:
other evil spirits with him to occupy the emptiness and now
hosuse is worse off than before. S if is with life.It is not
merely necessary to drive out evil. T e emptied mind must be
filled with positive good. Nothing is ever displaced untilit
is replaced. Tye only way to eliminate darkness is to let in
the light, e
: EMPTINESS is always dangerous.Not only empty houses, not
only are empty minds and ided& minds the devil's workshop,
but empty souls are dangerous.Bot only does nature abhor a
vacaum,but empty minds,empty hearts,empty lives are of a piece
An interesting experience is recounted from the Bell Labors
vories. On the desk of an exectiiive is 'a machine that repre-
sents the end of the line,It is a ‘small wooden casket the siz
of a cigar box with a single switch on one side.When you
push the siitch there is a buzzing sound and the lid dlowly
rises (bo thalthe hand can emerge,The hand reaches down,turns
of the switch and goes back in the box.The lid comes & the
buzzing stopse That's all., A machine that does nothing else
but turns itself off, Our lives often seems to be something
1ike that.Man seems to ggrow awane of his own impotence.In
England people who lead empty lives are often called "angry
young men". In this country th&y are called "beatniks",There
seems to be a meaHingleé%& o liverin the "rat race of today."
Some call this a gemeration of ciphers (Beros).lLife seems to
be vagge,chaos reigns,it seems to slip out of grasp. Men and
women seem to be beyond caring and say;"What's the use ?"
,.Qge mind is at the end of the rope. T e poet Elliott calls
such people "Hollow Men." To hawe no purpose in life is
really quite terrific.
To this danger of emptiness in life is added the thought
of our Lord and Master that NEGATIVE IDEAS ARE NOT ENUF to
give life real meaning.Just to go away and to leave the house
empty is dangerous, but merely to put in it a few items
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and to say we should nb do this or that is not sufficient
to take care of thingseNegative type of persons who always
say; "Don't do this, or don't do that" can become very boring
& ohnoxiouse.Some people are merely against bﬁ@ thinge. Negatix
goodnéss easily produces mean peoplesWhen one devotes all

" one's time to merely attaciing people and anything that might
have some good in it,such people can easily become sick.- in
mind and bitter in spirit.In families where children
are merely fed with "don'ts" 1life becomes difficult.T)ey
should be given something positive to do 20th century
feeling of the futility of life is “bs in a remaikable
play or drama; "Waiting for Godot" by .Samuel Beckett. There
are two tramp figures-Vladimir and Estrago eppeaer on a bare
stage,except for a thin,leafless treeeThe two tramps are
waiting for (Gdot.T, ey devise ways of filling in the waiting
time,One removes his shoes,then they are put in center of
stage & put on again,Tke other actor removes his hat,dusts
itoff,loks inside it and then replaces it on his head.Very
little conversation goes on.T e line;" There is nothing to
be done" is spoken four diff. times.$yas one to the other;
"I'm going and I'm not going to wait anymore", but neither
moves off the stage.Suddenly a boy comes along and tells than
that Godot will not come today,but surdy tomorrow.T,ey are
distressed,but at last tell the boy to tell Mr. Godot
that he saw theme What will we do, if he does not comeye
We will hang ourselves.We'll be saved.There seems to be here
only fa;;ring,fruitless,desultoay waiting for a person who
never comes.T"'e Bible tells usjas for man his days are_as
grass." For what is your life?2 It is a vapor.But the C, ristia
attitude is never negiative,

There is need of posiiive goodthings.FILI, THE HEART WITH
GOOD THINGS. T e way to depp bad habits is to form good hahts
To get rid of undesirable companions cultivate good ones.To
crowd out negative & bad thots think good thots.Overcome self
interest by serving otherse.Kierkegaard,Danish thinker" djivids
meh into two groups.There are drivers and drifters.Are you
alert, or inertjmaster or slavejcreator or creatureja lifter
or a leaner? Renoyte evil and live for a high purpose.

In Maxwell A derson's dramas"Valley Forge" he places Washin
at Valley Forge in darkest time of American Revolution.No
food to eat,cause was'helpless,dishqggtenpd.thhington
says:" What I fight for now is a dream,something that miy’per
haps never be on earth,that never exiested & may never-but
we want the right of freellorn men to govern themselves in
their own way.If you lose interest in this cause, we are lost

T e men went back to their task with new vigor, I received a
letter from my brother recently in which he s-aid3"I check eac
day in spite of retirement to discover ways & means to be of
services" That's the positive attitude we need toward life,




NEW PATCHES .ON OLD CLOTHES
: .~ Luke 5:36 :

Where had Jesus seen robes or clothes go worn that they
fell apart under the attempt tp patchthen% Is it a hint of
the poverty in his boyhood home ? Uid the robe of the oldest
descend in turn to each younger brother ? Dyd Mary with an in-
;a{xious needle mend the old garments with.some new patches,so
‘ that they might be worn a while longer ? Had Jesus watched
his mother's anxiety when the clothes,or the robe, could not
be patched anymore,when mending only aggravated the holes ? FPe:
haps Mary wondered how new clothes could be bought for her
increasing family. But somehow or another the money was found
,and the clothes bought. This fact made such a deep impression
upcn Jesus that in later years it came back to him as a parable
of life itself.S. he noted that the Pharisees and religious
leaders of Jewiag people had said that only the "old way" was
good and nothing new dare ever be added. So the Lord uses this
incisive parable to show the CONFLICT BETWEEN THZ OLD AND THE
NEW, Jesus was bringing .a new creation, new ideas,new thots,
ne suggestions and these could not readily be:patched on the
old. :
It is difficult to put a new piece of cloth on an old and
. tattered piece of cloth. T,is combination does not MATCHe They
/™ simply do not fit together. T ose of you who have the

skill and training to distinguihs between different kinds

of colors, know that there clashes of color and certain kinds
do not belong tcgether, Sommtimes ideas and thots of people
will not matche Tpey do not belong togethers

Likewise the old and the new cloth are not of the same
MATERIAL. Even though one may go to ths store to see if one
can get same kind of material, it might be difficult to duplic

atesSo thoughts and ideas and traditions may not be of the
samdx kind at all and therefore new thots cannot be put on the
olds There is also thisfactor that is true- that there is not
strength in the old, or CONSISTENCE enuf to be serviceable,

Our Lord indicates thru this difficulty of putting new
patches on old garments that CHANGES ARE NECESSARY.It is from
the old that we gain the new, We dare never discard the old
just because it is old.But going on from there we need to get
into the new.Change is only form,the essence still remainseTye

morping may be new, but time is old.If the Né# has no roots
iv withers.If the old grows no leaves it dies. Jesus brings out
of his heart treasures old and new.He interprets the old to the
new and the, new to the old and clothes the eternal truths in
‘fresh and appropriate time -vestures.
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Mankind is still divided into two _camps.T, ose who call; ;;;:\
old things" and those who callj;"T e new thingse"Neither can
understand fully God's law,which is wise, of change. Jesus
said many times;" You have heard is said - but I say to youe"
Change is inevitable. In 1797 (Crowe on Parables) the iron
plow was rejected by farmers of N.J., for it might poison the
landes Rene! Laennﬁr in 1816 invgnted the stethoscope, yet

he was ridiculedeAs first typewriter was invented, but:

it was thot it would rob people of work and pens were (_

so much chcaper.bdisog's experiments with electrie lights were
consider "failures".T e ideas of Jesus as to worfl of individ
law of Love of God ard of man was thot as impossible ,but many
changes have been brot abouts It is not thru Marxism, but thm
C rist that individuals have been considered worthy of Gode
"0,d times" were not as good as people sometimes sayeChanges
have beeh necessary and still are. .

CHRIST AND CHRISTIANITY MAKE LIFE BETTER.Sometimes people
arcue that the world is getting worse,instead of better.

Some people speak about the "good old days." But moralyy they
were no better than ourseIn 2800 B.C. wise man wrote ;"Tye
earth is ddgenmerating.T e end of the world is approachinge"
In 1929 same thing was said and today again.There was faith-
lessness in the past and is today; there was lying ad perjury
in past and s till exists today,there was crime and still ise
But as Christians we know that the conscimme is stirred

and does not comdone these sore in societyeOur business ‘<
codes are getting higher,the treatment of criminals is gettin
more humane,children are recognized as human beings.Our care
for the sick, the infirm, the needy is far superiosr to that
of olden times. “ducation is getting better.T e public con-
science againss war is getting more sensitivekﬂeligion is
recognized as factor in life. Teachings of Jesus have given
inner peace and powere .

WE THEREFORE HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THE FUTURE. “ven tho it it
difficult to put n2é patches on old cloth, yet new ideas and
thots can transcend the oldeChristianity has survived all
antagonism against it. It is Jey to the future.It helps to
shape new and better worlds.It gives positive approach to any
situationss16 civilizations-xc. to Dr.Toynbee have fallen,
bec. God was not in themeSo force todaywill fail, tyrants have

ver ruled too long. THe new ideas of Chiist will prevaile
A(f, ed Tennyson, the poet wrote these words in "T"e Pas
injof Arthur", "The old order changeth,yieldding place to new.
And God fulfills Himself in many ways,
Lest one good custom should corrupt the world."
In Christ is any man a new creature.0yd things are passed
away.Behold the old things have become new.

44 i \/} % = { {
U, N U~ B A faA—ch O VUL s~ ek L__/
D

Vv



GOD'S PICTURE BOOK = THE PARABLES
: THe Tares and the Wheat
Matthew 13:2L-30; 36=L3
3book entitled; "The Rape of the Land" was written some
years ago. In it the description of the wonderful creation
og God in Nature and of Human B~ings was daszxiked given.
T_.e wonderful forests,the great prairies,fine lakes and rive:
T en thru selfishness of mankiibd ,the woods were destroyed,
M the praities plowed too often,so the great sections of the
country looked denuded,erosion of the soil took place,dust-
storms swept away top-soileA film entitled:"The “hadow Over
the Land" poptrays some of these aspects.One of the dis-
gusting, as well as tragic aspects in tge beauty ofthe sprin
time is to see "litter-bugs" throw1ng beer bottles and cans,
and trash all over the country-side. People cut down trees
and tear branches off and take them home to throw away. We
do not have enuf- apprecation of the fact that :"This is My
Father's World." The earth is the Lord's.This is the reason
why we have a Rural life Sunday; a Rogation Sunday, so that
we might pray for God's blessings upon the tillers of the
soil, the farmers;for after all, we are dependent for our
11v1ng and our life upon that which is grown.
Out of God's Picture book we look/at the parable of the
"Whedt and the Tares" the wheat and 'the weeds, so that we
,—.wight appreciate the " hidden heart of things" and the many
"marvelous things" God has given useJesus took the incident
out of his life as he lived at Nazarethe
A farmer had sown his field with good wheat. From the last
harvest the best had been kept for the new sowing and the po
pooeer quality wheat had been ground into flour. RBut under
the cover of the darkness his enemy had scattered daghel or
or weed seed that looked so much like wheat over the field.D:
_ Darnel is a fadse wheat,fard to dist@pguish from thefreal,
| In cruel deceit he fouled the crop.Tye farmer could not de-
| tect the weed until it grew es#f into the blade. Tyen the
servants came and said; "Didyou not sow good seed ih the
field ?Where do the tares and wgeds come from ?" Tpe farmer
said "An enemy has done this."T .8y wanted to pull up the
weeds, but he said;"No for if you pull up the weeds,you will
.also pull up and disturb the roots of the wheate.let them
| both grow until the harvest.
We have here - accordlng to Bishop Kennedy - various as-
pects of farming and Iivinge We try to do things perfectly.
The farmer had sown the best seed and expected best cropse
God has placed in our hearts a d iscohhent with second-rate.
We have a hunger for that which is best. , Young people have
ideals and ghbkey would like things in accord with these.It i:
good thing we have ideals and great ideas.In our work there
| are some whom we call "perfectionists". Tyeywould like to
\\\‘ have everything just soe.That is true in business in the
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household,in politics,in schools,in the C,urche. T, e congregat
locks for a perfect minister, the minister looks for a perfect
congregation.In society we look for higher standards. In a
techinical way we have achpived great things.Some peog%e hagg
the notion that everything is growing into perfection p
BUT now comes the big "but" we must live with IMPFERCTION.
Among the wheat there is sown the the tare, or the weed.
Into this life of ours comes the evil and wpong. It is
the strangest things that even into the best of things there
slips evil. We cannot attain perfection as lowg as we are
Human. Homes are not like Hollywood protrays them,marriages
may be made in heaven, but we have to live with one another.
T" husband is not perfect, neither is the wife; but we pot
break up on account of that,but carry on.Be must leamm to live
with the imperfections within carselves and others. How many
mothers and fathers have reared their children carefully,
surrounded them with love. Yet they see strange stirrings and
so sometimes we have "black sheep" in families. Jesus has sown
seeds of peace into hearts and into this world, and yet the
field of the world is littered with dead and disabled.He has
established the Church on the basis of love and the spirit and
yet there is so much that is weak and stumbling in our inter-
pretation of the Gospel of Love. Yet Jesus saysj" let the evil
and good both grow together until the time of the harvest?
You cannot exterminate the evil from the world by vour
activity and personal exertion. You are liable to root up
the good'with the bad.So often we can hardly distinguish betw.
wrong and righte Can we distinguish with our human frailities
and lacks- of #maght the deeper and the lesser aspects in some
human beingses We sometimes judge wrongly altogether. We often
+ find that the person who seems so bad has some real good at
bottom in the hearteThere wesa nihiliss,one who did not be-
- lieve in anything,who denounced all religion and all governmen
And yet he said to a young friend in time of erisis;" When
your back is to the wall,in grief and weariness,read Job and
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Only the FRUITS AT THE HARVEST AND THE JUD EMEN%“ép GOD c

provide real resultse God is infiniigly patient with all of us,
He gives us renewed opportunitieses T e son of man has power
“to forgive sins.CGod's judgement is fair.One of our rece

* novelitst in "Great Hunger "'by Johan Bojer gives us a ;%Ef&ve
*answer.He tells of a man whose enmy had sowed poor seed into

* his"soils Now He has a change of heart.Cne night He goes to
the farmer's field,the farmer whowas poverty stricken and sows
good seed. He was asked why he did this. He replied :"™ I had

to do it to save my souls" So we work togethersi.s (‘vazuf’
Do ¥ e cv—or( Lot o\ch«z p(( ENLE Ao, L‘(O}/I
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o GOD'S PICTURE BOOK
The Search .. -Matthew 13l - LS
Parable of"Hidden Treasure" - Pearl of Great Price.

There is a fascination about this Higher Christian Equcat
Sunday, for it involves our colleges and universities,it
involves young people in whom we are interested. T ese various
institutions involve opportunities to prepare for life's

M work,so that one might fulfill the missior God assigns to

one.Naturally, older, as well as younger people are inter=-

ested. Education means "leadin ut" into a fuller life, as
teachers inspire one and as learning gives greater insighte
The %reatest good - the supreme good - as Jesus brings it
before us in "His Picture-Book" the parables of the hidden
treassweamt and Pearl of @reat Price is "kingdom of God" or
"rule of God " in our heartss God wants that which is "BEST
for US." We find our greatest good in CHRIST JESUS. No matter
whether we are studjmpg for one pwpfession or job or for
another; all must center in Service to mankind and in the
doing of God's wille Those are our purposese. That needs to
be our S8EARCH. We are constantly lookkng for somethinge

That which is of WORTH or Value is brought be fore us in
these two parables.T e joy of the kmman fipding a treasure
hidden in the field and the search for the _pearl of great

!_igrice indicate a desire for something valuable.

There is excitement in thestory of the treasure ~trove.
In Palestine men had for ages buried treasures n the
ground as safest place.That seemed to be safest bank. But
buried treasures were not always reclaimed.Here was this plow
mane.He trudges along the weary furrow behind his plow and his
team of oxeneOne day he drove his plowshare into the 1id of
a sunken chest.With quigvering hahp he uncovers his "find",.
Quickly he looks around to see if anyone has seen him and the
covers up chest again and hurries home to make arrangements
to buy the field. Who has'nt read the stories of Treasure
Island invhich Long John Silver searches for treasure. Right
Now we have seamen and searchess ximkimg sending deep sea
divers7o find hiddpe treasures under the water.

The parable of pear1<bfsalso very fascinating. A diamond
is our stone of value today, but in Christ's time it was a
pearl.Hére was a merchantman, a pearl collector,who traveled

,-\.far and wide,perhaps to Persian Gulf orto fabled Indla,
thinking that perhaps he might find a spcw.lly prec ous
pearl,

So we have THE SEARCH for that which is worth whild,
Sometimes we "STUMBLEW on that which is valuable, as the man
plowing the field,the other the merchantman found it by
unremitting QUEST. S metlmes we find the factors that are
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worth while by doing our reguflr duty, as the plowman was
doing his. God often findeothe f aithful ones who cannot find
Him. The ploughman on humdrum field.The faithful shepherd
in doing their duty heard che angles song,the stars led
the wiseman to greatest treasure-the Lord Jesus. There
are many gifts,but it is God who gives them all.

T e merchantman found his pearl £ter a long and diljeent
searche On what journeys our minds and souls must goe.

- The adventture is well told in the Holy Grail.One knight
riding on the quest.He thot he found best at the time in
fresh brook and fine fruit, but it turned to dust in his
hand and on his lips. It did not give satisfactionsHe opend
the door of a homa after knocking and found a beautfil
young womaneHe thot surely the love of a maidfn and sthe
shlieter of the home would give him fullest sfasfaction, but
this- also did not turn out in that way.In pride of battle
he thot he might satisfaction,he thot civic honor,esteem and
affection of men would be height of achgievement.But did not
have complete saf3ifaction until he’ beh#zd "the Holy “rail"
as symbol of Christe Sometimes we seek afar,but often we
find best near at hand. In Russelg Conwell's "Acres of
Diamonds" the searchel find riches right at home, in his

{Woh backyardeSo at times by "stumbling" into worthwhile
matters wg attain, other times by relentless search we:
come to what we want, \/
But to gain worthwhile and , best = we must have WILIING#*
NESS to give in order to get.T e'man sold all his possession
so that he might buy the field in which treasure had been
founde T, e merchantmen bartered his whole collectioh of
goodly pearls,so that he might obtain. Evefything is a gift
of God, but we must put, forth every effort to obtaine The
fertile soil is a gift, but farmer must work itif it is to p
produce.A noble book s a fine gift-someone has put all he
or she knew into it; but before we can'make it ours we have
to spend time studdling a ndreading it andbaxmiwgx having an
attentive mind, We must sacrifice time,energy,thoughrf}
money in‘'order that we might get hold of that which is worth
whileeNothing in life can be achkéved without great effort
on part of all indivduals and on part of groups.That is
true of ‘trying to obtain that which is most worthwhile in
Cyrist Jesus. ?mxwa, Rbuw\},\,, hA e ot O
ek it vﬁwﬁi get bt i
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OPENING THE BIBLE = JESUS' PICTUREBOOK®X
The Parables
Matthew 1®:13 - 17.

"Tell me a story" is often the request of children.In our
Christian education work and our S.S. a story quite often
clinches the truth more than anything else.Fables,paratles,

allegories,simileﬂhave been part of our heritagees: Tpe 0.T.

”\ has some fine parables. The rabbis had spme very telling
parables. Jesus,however,hs the Master at this kind of communi
cation.He announces His Kingdom by means of parables. He has
in mind nfking Himself understood.Matthew 13 is a grest chapt
on the parables.But as he tells them,some,including disciples

| are mystified. So they ask Him; what do you mean by these ?

. He explained to them that he adopted this novel manner for

| a number of reasons.He would not be on earth too much longer.

I His enemies wguld "get him" and His diséiples must be ready

to carry on.T ey had.proved theip capadity to understand.He

would go into quiet retreat to have them apart & then to im-

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

part great teachings,so thatitheggmight be rememberds
= S¢ here we deal with this important thought How did Jesus
. open His Picture BookeBibleshave been know to have been tied
down by chatns, so that people would not take them away. So
theywere closed in this way. But the Bible, or even-the great
,-\ parables are A CLOSED BOCK. There may several reasons for
this. One of. these is thgt people just simply REJECT the
truths thatere conveyed.T ey have closed minds, they do not
want to understand, There are mysteries and some simply are
hostile and indifferent and never want to get hold of any-
thing that is new.Jesus told His parables and people simply
were hosti@l to Him and diidnot want to understand. Take
Pharaoh of time of Moses when hewas asked to release the
people of Israel simply was obstinate in his opposition to
~the truth and the message .of Gode Smmetimes truth is being
withheld, for people would simply make a mockery of it{ At
times truths are open only to those who are responsive.All
great tryth is profound and some times we do not understand
because we do not have the key to opep the door.
" But ‘at times people may ‘be UNRESPQSIVE and the great
, Book remains closed because they LACK INSIGHT AND UNDER#-
STANDING. Jesus offers us His great ideas sometimes in cap-

. sule forme His great ideas are hidden,so that we might
SEARCH FOR THEMe. It is like a treasure hunt.Just because =
matters are not quite so clear offhand, we need to digfor the
There is soretimes gdullness in our response to the great
teachings. Our minds are not as alert. Sometimes we seem to

get hold of ideas more quickly than others.Such a parable
may stir the imagination and open up the truths

e e . e




By the parables our Lord wanted to OPEN THE BOOK, the
S,ory books, so that He might convey to us His great ideas.
The real world is not always the seen worldjthe real world
is the unseen of which the seen is but the formeT e material
is sign language of, the spiritual."For the 1nv131mpe things
are clearly seen,being perceived thru the things that are
mades,(Rom 1:20). At night we cannot see too clearly our
windows in the church, but as light shines thru we can
perceive, Jesus' parables are windows that let the light
shine thru. Ty,ey are the "key" that open the Booke Tyey
are the pyzzle in the !"picture-puzzge" which will solve the
whole picture for use.Jesus shows us the Father and points
to the heart of things. Tkey'are often homely illustrations
taken right out of the daily 1life of the home, of the field,
of the farm or the market placee. "T,e heart of all things
discloses the things themselves; but the things themselves

.do not reveal the heart."(Bhiétkek).Here the.outward is
uged to illustrate the inwarde

Seme years ago we went hiking with a natur ist in the
mountains of W.Va.As we walked along some offjincluding my=-
- self,saw,heard,felt very little of.what was going around us.
We did not hear the birds and yet there were rmany twittering
awaye We did not see the many plants a d flowers, wedid not
feel the texture some of .the things along the pathe
But then something happened. Te naturlist, who knew \ua}
all about.the various aspects of .the varieties of nature
around us, began to "oPen up the bocke" He would say;"Do
you hear that bird?" T'en we listened to other sounds as he
explained what kind they were,from what bird it came. He
said;"Do you see that plant, that beauiiful color of the
feathers of the bird, of the flowers,of that odd and strange
rounded object woven by spiders. TYen he said;"Do you feel
that fine texture of that leaf,of the petal of the flower ?
DQ you smell that particular scent. It comes from such and
such a ;I‘ﬁt or flower. He in this way opened to us the
wonders around us that we never realized beforee. In a much
deeper sense our Lord bhas taken us thru the great truths
about the Father,about the Kingdom and in openaming His
~Picturebook to us, he gives oppestunity to hear hks wordss
We always need to hear what He has to say. He enables us to
see= have insight = into the great ideas about God,abt.\_)
The universe, about human beings, about ourselves. He
leads us into a deeper emotion or feeling,so that we might
be inspired by that which He suggests to use So we need to
be responsive to our Lord's teachlngs.

o
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GOD'S PICTUBE BCOK
" Counting the Cost" (National Memorial Sund
Luke 14320 - 31

One of the well-known songs of Civil “ar dgys; "Min& “yes
Have seen the Blory of the C ming of the Lord" and ending witl
thiw refzain;"Glorywglory,Halleluja's Tye Truth is marching or
That is one aspect of this National ‘“‘emorial Day which orginal

was dedicated in honor of those who gave their lives in the

"\lﬁiiiii Ware Into the tensions of today there comes another
aspect in which not only heroes of war are honored, but also
h#foes of peace. And here is the reference to Jesus put by a
modern poet; " One night, while attembping to make peace
between two friends, He was beaten to death by both." The
attitude of non-violence advocated by Jesus, put into practice
by Mahakma Gandhi is being used a great deal today. In all
these: aspects a Spiritual Recovery is essential, so that the
situations of all kidgimight be met.

In the parable of the incompleted Tower and the Rash War-
fare our- Lord opens out eyes on the fact that in all situatior
we need to COUNT THE COST. Jesus was led to give expression
t® these parables when the crowds fbacked to hear HimSome came
gaping,just as they would come to a dog-fight,some came just
out of pure curiosityy others felt they would have an opportur
to ride of| the crest of the wave in a revolution. Jesus knew

’fN§that spirit was dengereus and did not want to be selfseekng

"7 and encourage it in others. So He seemed to become very
graphic and.e ven hard in saying to them; "That one must hate
that whibh he logves best to follow Hime" There can be no
half=-Cyristian,half=hearted following of Hime -

Then He relates the parables of the Rash Builder,who had

» started to build something and epuld not finish it.Tpe Herods
of Jesus!' day had a passion for starting bldgs and then not
being able to complete thems One of the saddest sights is to
see some great project just partially completed,for the cost

- had not been counted on.Pilate had begun the building of an
aqueduch, but did not have enuf money to completdé ite. Avd ther
there was this King Herod, who had not counted the cost in
going to war agatnst an enemy and had been defeated.There is,
hwoever, nothing more tragic than extiguished enthusiasm,than
half-hearted efforts., Failure is not a disgrace, but tm low

}’2%m is disgrace to The spirite

So we see here a number:-of thots that need to be comsidered
Pefore any task worth while is undertaken there must be a
Counting of the Cost. That means first of all CALCULATIONS
must be made.Any business man will try to figure out ahead
Jjust what is essential in doing his business. Jesus suggests
te us here that & “offers the finest and greatest of
opportunities, but we must "figure out" which might be involvd
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If one wants to succeed in school and attain a certain

aim it will "take time', you must try to arrange matters, so
-that you can accomplish worth while thingse To go to Cjurch
and S.S.regulalry means that one has figure out time and the
oprortunitye To become a more vital Christadn, you must
"figure out" that it involves the giving of one's self to
C rist and His cause. No half-hearted measures will do.
Jesus demands the best. Half-hearted Cpristianity, al-
ways leads to dejection. C. UM Ay

So we need to CONSIDER all ﬁ%at 1s‘1nvp1ved. T e man who
wangt to build has to consider his own resources, how much
money, he had at hand, how much he could borrow,whthere the
time was ripe. to do something like tjrise He has to know his
ability to see it thrue T e king who was to go towar must
know if he has enuf soldiers to overwhelm the enemye We read
a great deal about the aeroplane lvﬂ—-caugbt in Russia, which
had been op a spying missione All nations have their intelli-
gence Dept, so ae to get a line on other nations.The weakness
as well as the strength has to be knowne One cannot take a
chance unless oen knows what he or she is doingeInmk our spirt
life we need also to Consider what we have available, If we
dependgt on our own resources we would faile.But we have all
the Resopces of God available to useOur spiritual resources
are way beyond our understandinge We have on our Worshir
Folder today Praying Hands and the words whatsoever you
ask in my Father's name shall be given to youeWhen we come
int contact with ¢reative mind of God,then we are quickened &
sensitized. e acquire moral insight,sense of discernment and
true direction from Gode

T .en we can CARRY OUT the purpose God ks in mind for use
In C unting the C st we also have to have the ability to
finish the Job.Some young people were discussing themeaning
of the "altar" in the C'urch. O e of them did'nt quite get
the meaning of the presence of the Lord, so said, misunder-
standing the word; "It is the place where we alter our lives.
That is we changg our lives as we come into the presence of
the Lord and try to do what He asks of use.Jesus "counted the
cost" & gave up His life on the cpoess.Disciples likewise were
inspired to forsake alland follow Jesus.Men & women in busins
have tried to have the spirjt of Jesus in the work they do.
Martyrs have given their lives.Count the cost in time,
in energy,in vitality,in life; but all is worth while, <
when "Jesus is First." A drama of unique importance is being
put on in Washington by Minmers from German Ruhr,entitled
"Hoffnung" or "Hope". It is born out of war years, the tensio:
of today and indicates that in moral values and in religious
values and in C rist Jesus is our hopes God must be the di-
recting & dttivnng force in our individual & coppetete lives.




T Ve TS
e sl g7 MUY
B R e -
" C;‘ \&;;}]Lﬁ, AT TH allD FEAR Whe6i:24-34
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Heoudermann has written & rather striking stor
around the rairy ilale of Dame vare. ihere was once
a mother who-had a son. & grey woman at the time of
birth of the boy offercd to be god-msother to the -
/™™ boy, if she would give her his soul., wince the

- ©ther was very poor, she turrned the boy's soul ovr

/ 4 bame Care, for this is who the grey woman was,

Ag the boy grew older, he was always wp: ried about™

/ <hings, he had a carewoin exrression. Une fay he :

. &sked his mother for his soul. ohe tried to get it
/ ‘e + oo 4 tk - ‘hHe csid h st 101
’ from the stars in the sly. they caid, he was too lo
| for ttat. ihe: flowers raid heiwas too ugly. ihe tir
i he 4s too sad, the celver serrert he is to0 stup d
\
|
|

at last the princess said, ske would give him her
soul if he w uié ask {or it. e must free himself
said Vame care., ithe boy Gid no 4o this x the prince!
waits for o guitor to this day, while the mother
died of a broken heart. ‘here is in the lives of
men the rule of little grey woman called Lame.iare.
man is filled with &1l kinds of worry and fear. At
the bottom of most of our problems is fear. ihexe
re 80 nany things to worry about-problems of busil
of the home, of the children, the future, o0ld age,
fear of losing the job or unemployment, abot monthl;
billgsalmost due. the f ar of deatk, the fear of hii
dangers, fears of own incompetence, of failing powr:
fears abot the mind, fears of illdess, fear of the
sec et self. ithe whole life, past, rresent & future
colored and poisoned by this one hidden eremy. sear
freezes the warxth of life. Xet Jesus comes ahead
& says fear not. iells us not be anxious. Jcsus had
many things to worry abt. x yet he was p:-rfectly ca.:
cool and collected. He knew the secet of peace. dow
can we learn to live without worryr without fear?
1this pragsage fr. matthew is a rather startling
one, one that oupt to be deerly bwrooded over. ie
finé here in part Jesus faith that overcame worry
*™ & fear. Here we can.find out source., worry has
12 nerer seiten hat T o e oL
e el 5 : ? us for walqh we worried,
, everything as it agtual
below the =g AF. L
¢ surface,

T He lookeg
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We need to train Jurselves {0 see the facts. ihen
get these facts out of your system. He saw the sic
mn & faced that problem with him. race the facts.

- Yo not imagine a great many things, Oliver #d4. in

that striking book " Fear " tells us the story of

& man, who was faced with vreakdown. 4 big busines

- books, the Bible and admonition to pray and left )

man, afr. of dying suddenly. Case of nerves. son .
got him to specialiste this man told to write o;
his life story. de did and faced the facts and &
rid of some of his fears. Then he gave him smme i

that hepled the man & helpd him overcame his fear.
fou need to get the attitude of,noncholance,
the att. of not woryying at all. vp not rerress the
fears, they will come out some other time. wo direc
them into other channles. uet other ideas into your
mind. i man owned a beantiful garden, but big bould
in it. Iried to dynamite it, but no. 4t last man
coWerted it for him into a rockery with ferms, ete
flowers abour it. 4 beautifwl garden. Or as the sto
is told by Bushnell that he was walking along one
day. saw a driver, cracking his whip over horses.
why do you this. U they get seared of certain thing
here &« i erack the whip to direct their attenti
o0 Dushnell wrote abt The expulsive power of a

higher affedtion.X rexfec love casteth out fear.

But above all we must trust God and turn thing
over to Him.Luther's wife one day dressd in black.
was asked why, he said Lulhei's God died.-He got th

point and did not worry so muehe So mary of us go

about in this manner & attitude. op Ooften have 1
found myself at Lhe end of my resources and w0d has
ma e ged for me. Lhomas a sempis one days was worri
abt things." Lf 1 only could hold-out to the last.
Hsi soul arose in anger and said to him, “ Look bac
Has wod ever failed you-in the .rast? No. Look ahead
i think you need have no fear. uod is behind you at
your side, before you all around you. JeSus in seth
WO ried? Npe He yielded to no fear. He threw the
whole respnsibility on wod. Stanely Jones broke
cown in health. @orried abt. his work in.india.
liade & bargain with 0@ and has wonderful stregth
every cinces w0GQ never fails. me has abundant powe
drust in Him. wet that quiet, calm and trusthful
spirit and peace will be yours.
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THE FOLLY oF JO
Matth 6:24-34, -
Worrylng iis one of the most universal traits
" . in human nature., Men worry, omen worry, Women
seem to worry more fro they are more finely con=-
structed, Poor people WOrry. Wealthy pecople worry
Busy and idle folks worry. Americans are supposed
f.’ to be spec1a1lst in worrying, but other nations ﬁ
s= raees worry as well, -I% séems as 1f the spirit o
worr y is inbred im man,
What do we understand under worry? There are
two passages in the Bitr e that deal with this
. particualr phhse in a particular monner, the 37
Psalm with its " fret not" and the 6, hatth. with
- its Be not ‘anxious, Fret not means don't get hot
. All worry has its source in fear, a fear of some |
kind. .It scems to be like one of these dragons
that used -to get hold of us in our dreams when
we were young and chase. Worry is not concern,
but distress of mind. YWorry is mental distress. |
It .is JEelding to fear.7yrry means that we carry
tomerrow's load today.Worry is carrying a load |
. that one should not carry at all.Worry is frettin
over past -mistakes., Worry ma: be due to phincal
", causes not feeling well otc, ‘
'orry is utter folly., That is what Jesus is
trying to tell us. Yorry is unreasonable, We simp
as Jesus saisd, cannot serve Gtwo master. Those of
us that have tried that have founé the utter im
« -possibility of that, If we worry and fet we canno
* -do our task and work as weought to., We simply
. permit ourselv es to be-swam ed by the idol of
worry. It is sigle servie that must be ours, The
word 31gle eye has a rather interesting-meaning,
The pepyri of ancient “gypt reveal %o us that at
times a tiird as well as a half of a salve is be-
-quethed in a will, Now whose slave was that in
reality., Thats a very crue'! & unresaobale process
Likewise this is.true, we canot serve fear & trus
: Then again we Inew thet fear is abso’utely
f','useless. Whieh of you can add one eubit 6 his
" sTaTure? We can-never better econditions a y by
worry and fet. One famous seid; that he got along
pretty well after he had ceaseé trying to run the
world, -We simply impair our judgement, hinder our
: -selves in rendering a larger sérice By worry.,
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Je take life too seriously. T.Clark has written.

a ]ittle peom in whiche says;

"Poiling is sinful
Ways like today
Bluebirds gnd poets
. Btop work in May."
H1s idea is gust this that we shoald at ti

- - take life @ess seriously. We seem to think.:

way is the only wy gnd we get all emcited if it
don't come our way. We ought to see the other sid

- - also. /e are just o@dinary people filling an ord

place and 601nﬁ cuite an ordinary piece of work.

Ve -ought to work with the feeling of llg 1thearted

ness and joye That makes ,our life more worth whil
We ean-do that real Well, if we heed the next pta
Worry is sinful and irrelmigious. .4 group
of hunters were lost in the woods. They wandered
bout for some time, but could not find the way
ouf. 4t last one of them climbed a tree and found
th waye So when we wander on our pathway, we ofte
get lost. We worry and fet about thingse But wher
we climb the tree of prayer and letting God take

- eare of -things, we find Qurselves. e must climb

up to God if wg would attains Worry is slapp
God in the face & ,te ling him hhat he don't know
how to run thlngs. Worry is taling things-into ot
own _hands. Worry or lines of fret on the brow

-are ‘due to laek of trust in God. We must absolute

1y feel that God will dq ‘that which is right.All
things cqme to those who seek Cods 4 certain fam
preacher ceme to St.L and had to preach in Ill,

.He came into the depto just as the trgin pu 'ed
- out. There was only one other way-& that was to
- try to make connections on a bvaenh line, The

-preacher sai-we will make even if it was ~never
- done before. He trusted & t’e con-ectlons were

made that daye
- The guestion comes in, how can ‘we overcome
this feeling of worrye. In Phll. Paul writes,In

-: nothing be anxious, .it with prayer makes y ‘ i

your reguests Jmown to Gode The first rul is
Don't worry, Say to yourself it is useless, it

has bad results, The second help wouléd be £0 be
~thankful for anythings Sing and hope.lusic is

divine, Work,. #ppreciate what you have, The thurt

- ru1e is pray afout everything,




: REALITY IN RELTGION ~
I. Living in Times of Tension - Mt, 6:24-34
In Stanley Jones mdst recent book " Is the Kingd
of God Realism? " the question is faced whether reli
and Jesus Christ are a reality in 1life. Do they mean
anything at all?A Russian said "You are religious be
ou are weak." To which the American replied;"I an
religious because I am idealist and believe in
Jesue Christ as only force for aid in the world."Th
ideals must be realized in life, Jemus lives not mer
in the sky. He gave answer in life iteelf.Jesus knew
all the issues of 1life, the tensions, the sickness,
the questions, the doubts,the struggles, the heart-
aches & He had an answer for every need.It is this
answere which the church thru Jesus Christ gives to
this day., As Jesus recognized the tensions in human
life; he said; "No man can serve two mesters."With
these words he begine a message on anxiety, which is
one of the great tensions of 11f3.?&&%rn%ﬂf@wﬁ|
A machine is made which teste the tension of wire
to see what it can stand.Life is such a machine that
tests the tensions of the human soul. Tensions are
e to the fact that we try to " serve two masters"
as Jesus said.You will hate the one or love the
other.Tensions in life are due to a number of factor
. There is a definite gnxiety for security.Wnat ehall
we eat, wht shall we drink? "herewith shall we be
clothed? In trying to make a living we get into a
deep stress. We get tired from working too hard.We
get into trauble with our fellows becauce we want
more than needed for self., Teneion is aleo due to
striving. for new experience.That is why Adam & Fve
entered into sin- eat of tree of the knowledge,There
ie a good.side to this,but also a very dangerous eid
Yomeone has said;" I would know myself better,if thr
were not so much of me."Ingide of us there seem to
be many forces strugeling for Mastery."Tnner attit
on clothes,food,1life make' for strain,Pal pute it eo
vell when he says;"What T would do, I do not, =d
that which I would not do, T do," Most of us are too
E;on: totj:dge others.The Erie Canal does not know
e temptations which the Miss, R :
It is ein that csuses tension,stréggf%ggf %gkgg astr
awa, ace of mind, that makes for loss of interé
in {1¥g, for staying away from church, hat is why




J sue said;"Son your sins are fargiven you."
There are tensions tht arise out of our relatiomk
gship to others.lLove and its entire 1ife causes a
tenion.,Marriage problems,family troubles.Tension
bec. of lack of understanding of others'! motives.
Tension is there because we do not have the propr
relationship to God.We recogn.strains & strees

in 1ife,of tentimes to the breaking point. A

. Jesus shows us the way out of such tensions. He
shows how to overcome Concentrate on God, do not
try to serve God & Mammon,your own inclinatione &
desires."He who se mind is stayed on Thee, shall
have peace " c4id the ancient prophet.¥ en an old
Gr k philospher like Plato could say;"Lay hold on
something aboge you,"Paul said;"Whatesoever things
are true-- think on these things."Job of olden tim
followed religion accord. to the light he had.But
he did not have intimate relationeship with God to
swetain him,He believed in God,but did not real ly
know Him.Then came the underst., of God & Fe could
say;" I have heard of this by hearing,but now my
eyes seeth," Here was reality in religion.

If we would overcome tensions in 1life, we woul”
trust in God .We would relize that God is all U
powerful.He provédes for birds,the lilies on the
field, surely Helis concern~d about the human soul.
John Rowntree, a great Ouaker business man, of Fngl
went thru an intesne strain in his life. He who hs
been so active & loved to see the great things in
life & the world was rapidly growing blind, At fis
deep gloom,but then he said to Himself in prayer
"I can trust God.He will give me insight."As he
trusted he felt the presence of God and was given
courage and power, Fellowship with God,

If we @ould overcome we must " geekx to do His
will." Seek first of all the Kingd, of God,Dr,
Trudeau of Saranac with T.B, said hardest thing to
learn was " Acquiesence." Then not so bad.As we
live a ong men,serve them in accord with will
e e
e éawm éwa : ou nto larger body of water

Y. S0 we do with God.He wishes to en-

large our soul,but we do not submit to Him




_ LIFE-GTIVING SERVICE
. Luke 7:11-17 s
" There are certain drugs when given are used to
deaden pain and to give escape. The same kind of a
drug under different circumstances is used to quick
the heart, to stimulate the activity of the body.

. Religion is not a pain-killing factor in life, an
escape opprtunity; it is rather a power that en-
livens,quickens and gives greater power. As we thnk
of the years of service given to our congregation
we realize that Christianity has ever been enléverg
factor, we have been able to offer life-giving ser-

vice. This thought is brot out so wonderfully in
ourGospel for this day about the Christ raising
‘the only son of a widow at Nain, Jesus rendered
life-giving service in this connection in more than
one way. Our service in the Church must be like thi

As our Lord with his discivles came to this villa
of Nain, a funeral progession, in which many people
through thett crying and weeping were expressing

" sympathy to a widow who had lost her only son. Oyr
Lord stopped this procession, He was moved with
deep compassion and sympathy. Our Lord had this com

passion to a remarkable degree. He could enter

sympathetically into the experiences of men, Some
times a larger group of people,sometimes an individi
found a responsive heart in the master,

If we are to render life-giving service as a
people we also must have compassion.Such sympathy
costs, it takes much out of one. We are too hard-
hearted today, too indifferent., At Northfield Schoo
we listened to a Ur. Burckhardt from Cols.O. who
himself has compassion and sympathy for people &
whose people show it also., He said " Our people
are learning to have sensitive hearts to the needs
of other people." What a wonderful thing to have
that in a congregation, We wust feel with others.
All about us are people who are lonley, as the wide
at’ Nain,who arein sorrow, who suffer losses,All abt

,_ﬁre people whao are concerned,who have worries,he art

aches,who are beset by temptations. Many are ill
in body and mind. Right now we are trying to help
ahcoupig find a young son, who runs aways from home
who wi _ e
this weekngghg%}ogeg%gge%gaig. grggggrﬁééﬁdtoRﬁght
concerené abt. the boys and gitls going there,
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ﬁll over the world are hW
placed persons. So we could go on. But we realize
how ruch compassion must be in our hearts today.

Jesus did not merely talk in a sympathetic way

& manner., He showed his compassion and deep concern,
‘He did something about it, and tried to remedy the
-8ituation, He had the power to bring back to life.
Life-giving service must not merely talk about a
matter, but really do something about it, Jesus \U.
was always in attitude of prayer., Tphat is one thin
all of us can do - Pray.We can pray for the church,
for the services, for our people who are in trouble.
Need to surround our young people with the spirit
of prayer, as we carry them on our hearts. -

‘But our Lord had the power of life-giving service
in that he was enabled to bring to life this young
man, Jesus can bring to life those who are dead in
their sin & in their unconcern, It is this life-
giving powere that needs to come into the Christian
people of today.We need to recogn. that this is absp
lutely essential.Jan Smuts,that gr.leader from So.
Africa in facing sittations of today says;" The wrld
has no need of a new order, a new plan, but only th
honest and practical application of Bhrist. Let us
hold .on to the #ternal message. In the twilight
of today I see on the horizon not the man of Mos®™0ow
or anoy other person,or the man of Rome, but the Man
of Gailiée, the Christ." That must be our deep and
profound conviction, ~

Our life-giving service must also express itself
in doing something about.it. Pwight L.Maody preachd
in Fngland many yrs.ago. A young medical student W,
Grenfell dropped in. A man was offrng a long prayer.

. Dr. Moody said;While he is finishing his prayer,let
us sing a few hymns." Thisstruck W.Grenfell & he
became a gr. Xt.worker. Met Moody later on & told
him abt.the experience and Mr. M. replied;" Godd,
what have you been doing since." We must remain vry
active in the Lord's service if we are to grow. So
let us be up & doing. Render the smaller service for
church about the bldgs.be he pful to people wher
you can,give a word of encouragement,set the prép/
kind of example,visit the gick,clothe the ragged,

A

give drink o the thirsty¥, Kahil Gibran, the man
"r.Le anon, ~ho wrote such fine things tells us in
The Pecrets of the Heart" that - Work is love made
~visible." So our love must be made visible,




HUMBLE SERVICE
Luke 14:1-11 .

On the cover page of the Sept. 11 issue of the
Saturday Review alpicture of Handhi's legacy is
shown—slippers,sandals,watch,spectacles,bowls,spoon
favorite song book and his "teachers" the monkeys
that " see no evil,hear no evil,speak no evil." On

he inside is review of " spiritual legacy and his
utobiography"The Story of My Experiments with Trut
Therc is evidentehere of the "strength of humility"
for this man has exerted a power thru his plain &
simple life. We have illustrated for. us the words
of Jesus "he that Bumbleth himself shall be exaltd.
The world today needs Christians who are willing,
like our Lord and Savior Jesus to render humble
service, : :

. Oyr Lord had been invited to supper at house of a
Pharisee on a Sabbath day. A man sick with the drop
gy was brot in.It was not permissable to do work
on Sabbath day, but Jesus used the th t of an
emergenny arising when sheep,9x gbbd into well.lhey
had to be pulled ocut. So this man had to be healed
& Jesus did it. Jesus puts human beings above mere
tradition and rote.A need was there and it had to

be taken care of.The task would have been too gr.

: or Phar.,but Jesus had power.When we look upon

the work that awaits us in this congregation,when
we think of great neecds of men & women the world
over,when we realize that "there is so much to be
done and so little time to do it" we bow our heads
in shame bec., of our poverty,weakness and inability
to recner service. We dare never become proud of
any achievments,for the task is so much greater-
than we realize and all.that we might do is still

inadequate. We may be proud of country,ancestor
making money,our ¥nte1 ect,our accomeishments,gﬁt

when we brag about these things we spoil it all,for
‘so much more might be done.Jn.Woolman, a <uaker,
dressed in homespun went to Engl in 1740 on busines
IN Quaker meeting receiveé coldly.He did not leave,
,.qr fly off,but prayed.He rose & said he must carry
‘on,Silene,then apology & a new spirit for task,
- It is this kind of spirit of humility that needs to
prevail in all Chpristian circles, ~FPw~mw~{l . [.00-

Our Lord at that supper noticed how many strove

for positicns of honor at table. And as He spoke
he referred to the fact humility is necessary to
get these positions.A respect for others, a consid

e




/’—75f the rights of othe~s. Selfexaltation often le;;:W
to downfall.We need not push self into the fore- |
ground,put No.lfirst.In Nov. 1682 Wm.Penn made the
"Treaty of Amity" with the Indians.No weapons worn
by white men,altho Indians had them. Wm.Penn made
a ghort address in which he said;" Our object ie not
injury.We meet on the broad pathway of gdodwill &
faith. I will not call you brothers, mt m'ignﬁu/
who are of - he same flesh and blood before God,®
This treaty was never broken, bec. of the spirit of
humility and high regard for others. At a funeral
of Prof.F.G.Miller the words were used "His is the
soul of delicacy." Implied in this word was good

taste,charming,gentleness, humility,reverence, re-
finement. Delicacy is courtesy twrd others without
cringing,tact without fawning,fame without flourish,
power without imsolence,success without boasting.
Delicacy is courtesy with courage,gentleness with
firmness.It is in this manner that we must be humble
and rega~d others also as children of God, *

Jesus in this whole incident reveals to us that
before God none of us can be proud.Before God none
is righteous no matter how much we serve. We are all
humble sinners trusting in God's gracious love.

In the face of God we must be.humble,for He is

so great and marvelous. We are unable to match hfé.
A legend has been translated from the French which
is entitled " The legend of the Holy Spirit," Long
ago there lived a saint,that even angelse came to
see how he couldbe so good.They asked God to give
the man the gift of miracles & the Lord said;"Give
him what he desires." So they askd him if he would
like the power of healing.He replied;"No,I would
rather God would do that."Would ypu like to .cohvert
guilty souls?" "No,that Is mission of .a gels,I pray"
Should you like to attract men by your patience?"
“No man, should not be attra ted to me,but to Cod,"
What do you wat,they asked the man.His reply was;

" Very well,that I may do a great deal of gooé,with-
out everx knowing it." So he went about and becaem
" A Holy Shadow" diffusing ‘God's love. That is

how we must serve,not for reward, but in humility,
Mother said to young preacher son; " Regt your soui
on Jesus and be .content to do acc.to your strength,
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