


SECOND 15AL1AH
ANTHODUCTORY
second isaiah or beutero-isaiah is a portion of the sible

which forms a most fascinating part, it has in it such gripring

' and appealing passages., it reveals such a great idea of God that

is head and shoulder above ideas of previous times. It brings before
ue the wonderful picture of the ” servant.” 1t breathes a spirit
of horefulneees and optimism that urges one on in splite of great
difficvlities. 1t gives to the Hebrews in exile & new conception
of their value for the future of mankind and broadens the scope
of treir miseion, through the desver spirit of ‘this portion the
Jjewe are tak%en ount of the ecradle and their swaddling elothes and
trained for a deever conception of ethics, religion and soecial
relations. e get more out of this book as we jlace it into the
prorer historical setting and into the times out of which it was
born. i1t is rightly rlaced by almost all critics into the closing
years of the Jewish exile in Babylon. into that exile they had
carried with them some reaj valuable spiri tval materials. rhey
had taken with them their monotheism, When they returned from the
exile they had no further interest in idols. second isaiah helped
to drive tmat idea from them., rhey had conceprtions of the value
of the individual, these were strengthened in the exile. rheir

religious life before the exile had depended to a great extent
on the outward material and political forms. Here in the exile
they learned that wod and spiritual life do not depend upon the

temvle, on ceremonies, on the living in certain communities.
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€= oecond Lsaiah
It 48 through the exile and the passionate apreals of the Seeond

Isaiah and other prorhets that they began to realize their greater

purpose in the world,

the chapters that compose oecond isaiah, namely forty to
fi ftyfive, have been incorporated by some editor into isadah
proper and for many generations this concertion was prevalent.
bnt Chéyne tells vs that 7

the firet dieintegrator of 11 Isd4ish was learned cpanish
rabbi who showed that the eritiecal tendenc eymay srring from &
love for .the Bible. "Nor is there arything remarkable in this
prorhecy coming in the midst of a series of promises of the
future redemption.”

'he modern school of fragmentists dates baek to sorpe of
werman origin, rhis eritic was followed by augusti, zerchtoldt
and &ichhorn. ilater on came uenesius, Hitzig, meinrich swald,
Kuenen, Gw.d.omdth, vornill, buhm, briver and otherse.

THE VAT ur SECOND ISAIAH

Ihe problem of the date of isaiah 40-55 is thie: in the

book which we call isaiah, who labored between the years “%&0

anduWCCD.L, these chapters refer to a time when the JEeWS were

in cartivity in zabylon, whick took rlace from 598 to 538. Are
we to assume that Lsaiah " prophetically” wrote these chapters
which involve a later period in histowyl

it is possible to s®y with the conmservative that this pro-
jeetion of the prophet into the future imn this m2nmer would
not be out of cuestion, but then it would be the only incident
in the history of propheey. u0d comuld reveal his ways in this
manner. Let us take these arguments focr a moment that are advanced
and weigh them,

rhe first argument, according to w«.A.S5mith, is that, because

the chapters are incl uded in isaiah prorer they naturally Lelong
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to this book. tut i$§ is evident that the book of isaiash is not a
continuous prorhecy. Lt ®nsists of a number of separate orations,
some chepters are acsigrned very defirnitely to isaiah, others not,
Wren we come to chapters 47 td 556 there is in them nowhere a claim
that they are his, rhey are separated from other portions of the
WC’ Rt -"_‘ i ;,L,.«.r,-‘..-u_n-f(" I’PT

bogk by historieal narratives. 3 o

then again portions of isaiah are quoted in the wew restament
as coming direectly from isaiah. omith says these quotations are
nine in number and that they oeccur in the gospels, in Aets and
raul. vesus does not use any of these.

watth,3:3; 8:17; 12: 17; Luke 3:4; 4:17; John }; 23; 12:38 ;
Acts B:28; rome.l0:16=-20, sut in none of these nine cases is the
authorhip of isaiah in question.

these charters plainly set forth events as having already
haprened- the exile and eaptivity, the ruin of Jerusalem and tle
devastation of the holy land.uyrus is named as the deliverer.ihis
is all stated so clearly because an eyewitness has seen it.(in

we

no other prorheecy do/find) anything like this. rhe prophets usually
link vp their rrophecy with aetial conditions(and always with the
grammar Of the futuréJ in these pascages there is no predietion,
no trace in grammar of the future. uyrus is vresernted as a proof
thit rredictions are already fulfilled and is described in such
detail tmt the actuality of him cannot be doubted. 'here &re &
few other arguments for the unity of isaiah (hat are faced by
Cheyne ;

ihe unicy of isaiah is bawued on local coloring whieh is too
ralestinian to be consistent with « babylonian origin. pbeyond
question, the trees und plants ther mentioned are not all such as,
now at any rate, grow in Babylonia. irue, but omission of trees
are uwnimportant. --- at any rate no ingenuily can derive & con
servative argument from the geograrhical ideas of our prophet.
1t is elear from chapters 40 to 55 that the Jews were scattered

in mapy countries and that our prophet had a wide geographical
horizone-~-- the allusions to the manner of life of the Babylonians

are not as numerous a8 might have been wished. sut the references
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are perhaps as many as & religious teacher absorbed in the thought
of restoration might be required to male.,-=-- ''he mytholégical
allusions, too, are as many as we could reasonably expect from a
prophet.
HISTORICAL EVIDENCE

The date of the writing of this portion of isaiah is gquite
clearly revealed as we study the hisbdrical evidence, the style
and language and the entire thought. 1t could not be isaiah the
prophet &s we know him, but & later prorhet who wrote toward the
close of the Babylonian exile, which would rlace the date somewhere
between 546 and 539 Z.C. The portion 2lludees rereatedly to Jerusa-
lem as already destroyed ( 44426); to the suffering which the Jjews

have experienced et the hande of the Chaldeans ( 42: 22,25; 43:28;
47:6) and to the progspect of return which the prrorhet thinks is
immanent ( 40:2; 46:13; 48:20 ff.); Babylon an d not Assyria is

the dominamt vpower ( 43:14, 48:14 ); Cyrus has beeun his career,

altronegh Babylon still stands ( 41:2-4), ¥
Creelman in his Introdvetion to the v1ld Testament says;

Conditione ard eirevmstances of the prorhet®s own age are
always reflected in mesesages, 'he promise of the futvre is built
on the conditions of the present., ihe 0oldest order of the placing
of the books was Jeremiah, Exekiel and isaiah. 1f Isaiah 40 ff. is
produced by Lsaiah I there is no parallel in the Uld Lestament in
which a prophet ignores his own age and transports self into the
aistant future. lhe exile is not predicted, but described as an
event realized.

e must of necessity enter somewhat more fully into the con-
sideration of Gyrus and his mission if we would understand the
historical background,

ihe pascages that refer to Cyrus are the following: 40: 2,25;
44:28-45:13; 46:11; 48:14-15. buhm in Israel's Propheten very
graphically characterizes Cyrus and his mission:

In etwa sechs gedichten is_ die xede von der Person des Cyraw
und in zahlrecihen anderdn von seinem werk. ln einem gedicht wird

er gweimal mit Ygmen genannt, was in prophetischen Dichtungen durch
ave eine #Ausnahme ist. ®r heisset Jahwes Gesalbter, rein Hirte,sein

#reund, sein stosevogel, Jahwe hat ihn bel lamen gerufen, obwohl
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er Jahwe nicht kannte, jetzt ruft er Jahwe's Namrn an: wieder
Behauptungen von grosser suehnheit. Wwie haette den uyrus so auf-
treten koennen wie er tat, wenn Jahwe ihm nieht einen persoen-
lichen Auftrag gegeben haette. Cyrus ist ihm fast wie ein ongel,
eine Lichtgestalt ohne menschlichen Anhang. cin nuchterner distofi-
ker haette dieser roet nicht werden koennen.

Gedesumith goes into detail in discussing Cyrus and makes some
very interesting comparisons between the asreek and Jewish con-
ceptions of CUyrus. while the ureeks thought of him as a great
character and eudogized some gualities in him, the 11 Isaiah lorks
upon him merely as an instrument in the hand of sod who is to be
used to lead the Hebrews out of the exile, destroy Babylon and
give them an orrortunity to go back to Talestine.

Cheyne, howeveg,gives ve the historifal dates in the follow-
ing surmary:

1t wae in 547 ( "The ninth year") as the annals of Wabunaid
i the 1aet king of Babylon) tell us Cyrus " king of Parsu” crossed
the Tigrie below Arabela, In the same year it would seem that
troesus king of ILydia formed an a21liance against Cyrus with Amasis
Fing of mpypt and Nabunaid, king of Babylon. But without waiting f
for his allies Croesus crosced the nalys in the spring of 546,
entered tapradocia and conguered the renowned fortress of Pteria,
Cyrus however drove him back into Lydia and in the fall of the
same year oardis, the capital of Lydia, was taken and Croesus fell
into the lands of his enemies. we know that in 539-538, after winn
ing a battle in 5.Babylonia, the army of Uyrus entered sirrar and
two days later the capital itself, amidst the acclamation of the
inhabitants, and without even a street battle., 1t was probably
at intervals during this period ( but before rhe march upon Baby-
lon) that 11 Ilsaiah write his book, which says so much of the coast-
lanXd ( Of the mediterranean ) and of the nations ( both far and
near) and so clearly gives us to understand that they were deeply
interésted in the movements of Cyrus. the " large designs” attribut-
ed to uyrue produced a widespread excitement in the mast., the Jews
participated in thie. they had everything to hope, and nothing to
fear from the succesces of Cyrus, and to this , combined with the
intense belief in propheecy, we owe the splendid comrosition of the
ITI Isaiah.

Bewer in Literature of the vld restament becomes eddquent
as he describes the feelings of the iI isaiah in watching and in-
terpreting the great vietories of Cyrus.He has the prorhetic oon®
vietdon that Jahwe is the suvreme director of 211 movements of

history.He intends to accoﬁ%&sh deliverance throngh this wondewr-
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ful deliverer.rrom 546 on hLe proeclaimed to his people restoration.
Butterweirer in hie book on 1I Isaiah says this on the asrect of
inspiration:

lsaiah preached not retribution and doom, but pardon and
redemption, ne heard " The voice of wod " not in the future tense
but in progressive revedation. wod is speaking through contempo-
raneous events in and through the victory of cCyrus.

4t might be well to zive just a brief chapter outline to
show how isaiah develop@e his ideas.

Chapter 40- nestoration of exiles announced.

» 4l- Jahwe raises congqueror in the east.

S 42~ riret servant pacssage- charascter and mission.

i 43

ierael to be restored, sabylon to fall.

" 44~ Jahwe alone good; ro0lly of idol worship.

o 45=-46~- Helpleseness of Babylonian idols.

o 47--Babylon's humiliation.

< 48~ Jéﬁes greater objeect.

¢ 49:1-13- Second servant passage- call and mission.

" 49 :14-57 :3- retvurn and prosverity of exiles.

e 50:4<11=~ 1hird servant pascage,

o 6l:- 52: 1l2- Kighteous exiles exhorted to believe.

" 52:3-563:12~ rourth servant pascage.
e 64~ Assurance of restoration,

66- invited to share in the bleseings of restoration.

LANGUAGE AND o ¥YLE
Lhe charpters 40to 55 are written mostly in poetie form an d

isaiah il is considered as one of the great poets of the nHebrews,
#is deep feeling breaks forth again and again in rassionate

expreseion., He rrofesces an overwhelming love of wo0d for his

peorle..th¥ richnese and rapid pisy of the poet's imagination

have always aroused wonder,
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ihe poet ie a dramatiet of the fiist class. Lhe varied
material is often presented in suggested scenes with action,
dialogue add soliloquy. 1the 11 isaiah was keenly sensitive to
the sound of words. His ehoice of language was influenced Dby
consideralions of assonance and rythm. sor emphasis he repeats
words and phrases and this is a distinguishing cuvality in him.

He uses rergtitions which are in the nature of a refaain. He

.

likewise vses words in two different meaning%;;n order to con-
T
vey his meaning more adecuvately. | Cf.(56:£> 50:4 where limmud$m

ie twice emrloyed in a different sense. the double use of The

{ ~
'fJ b S o

i) s 4 :
word mesach im 63%3/6 ), U SEY <~
Driver has this to say about the literary features:

Ieaiah'e gtyle ies teree and compact: the movement of the
reriods is stately and measuvured: his rhetoriec is grave and re-
strained:. the syle is flowing: the rhetoric warmm and impassioned:
and the proyhet often breaks out in lyriec strains. rorce is the
predominant feature of isaiah i1l oratory, persuvasion sits upon
the lips of the prophet who here speaks; the musiec of his elo-
gquence as it rolls along, thrills and captivates the soul of the
hearer., oo, again, tfie characteristie of this proprhet is pathos.,
Human emotions come to ULhe fore. rhe prophecy abounds with passages
of exguisite spftmess and beauty. ( Chapter 51; 5H4=5Lb o) His
prophecy @ ntains much personification. 4ion is represented as a
mother, & bride, & widow. 1he prophet personifies nature; he bids
heaven and earth shout at the restozasion of wod's people ( 44:23;
49:13 ); he hears in imagination the voices of invisible beings
sound ing across the desert ( 40:3-6 ); he peorles Jerusalem with
ideal watchmen ( 52:8 0 an d guardians,.

when we come to the details of language and words by means of
which crities jusge the differences between Isaiah proper amd the

11 isaiah we realize that it would be necessary to be an expert

linzuist. 3ut from the detailed study trat has been made by men
like Cheyne and wriver we realize that wuch excellent work has
been done. Cheyne goes into more detail than vriver. we will

follow the analysus of uriver to some extent.
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the following are examples of words, or forms of expression,
used repeatedly in 40-55, but never in prorhecies whieh contain
independent evidence of belonging to isaiah‘s own age:-

ls " Lo Ghoose ", of wod's choice of israel: 41:8,9, 43:10;
44:;1,2; "my choseon", 43:20, 45:4.

2.rraise ". 42:8,10, 12; 43: 21; 48:9.

3« "T'o shoot or spring forth *, 44:4; uf a moral state,
46:8; of an event manifesting itself in histowy 42:9, 43:19.

4, "To break out into singing": 44:23, 49:13,

5. " Pleasure” : (a) of JjeBovah‘'s vurrose, 44:28, 46:10;3
48:14; 53:10. (b), of human rurroses and business 54:12,

6.:004 will, aceertance”: 49:8,

7."thy sons”- the pronoun being feminine and referring to
74on: 49:17,22,25; 51:803 54:13. ( Isaiah in usaing this word
always has an imrlicite reference to w0d ).

8, the nh#ases " | am Jehova, and there is none else:45:5,6,18;
" [ am the first, and 1 am the last": 44:6; 48:12; " 1 am thy uod,
thy savior" 41:10,13; 43:8; 48:17b, " 1 am ne" ( ovrosed to the un-
real gods of the heathen) 41:4b; 43:10b,13; 46:4; 48:12, w0 sueh
vhrase is ever used by Lsaiah.

9.1rhe combination of the vivine name with the partieipal epi-
thet( relat¥ve clause) : treator( stretcher out ) of the heavens or
the earth: 40.28; 42:5; 44:24b; 45:7,18; 51:13; " ureator or former
of israel”: 48:1,15; 44 :2,24; 45:11; 49:5; " Ihy savior™ :49:26;
"I'hy redeemer" 45:14; 44:24a; 48:17a; 49:.7; 04:8, isaiah never
casts nhis thoughts into this form.

Lthe following words oceur frequentily in il isaiah, but are
foreign to the usage of isaiah:a= .

l. 18les or coast - used of distant regions.of the earth:
40:15; 41:1,56; 42:4,10,12,15; 49:3; 51:5.

2¢ Nnought. 40:17, 41:12,289; 45:6,14; 46:9; 47:8,10; 52 :.4;564:14.,

3. 10 create: 40:26,28; 41:20; 42:5; 43:1,7; 45:7,8,12,18., The
prominence give to the idea of creation is very noticeable.

4,0ffspring: 42:5; 44:3; 48:19.

5. Justice erphasized as a principle guiding and determining
God's action: 41:2; 10b; 42:21; 45:1%,19; 51:5. The peculiar stress
laid upon this prineiplee is alomst confined to these chapters.

6. 'he arm of Jehovah: 51:5b,9; 52:10; 53:1. '

7« To deck, or to deck onesself i,e. to glory, esrecially of
Jehovah, either glorifying israel, or glorying Himself in israel:
443235 49: 3.

8. The future gracious relatiofi of Jehovah to israel repre-
serted &8 a covenant: 42:6; 54:10; 55:3.

9;¥ea, used with strong rhetorical force 25 times from 40:24
to 48:15.

there are in addition several words and idioms occuring in
trhecse charters which point to a later period of the language of
Ieziah'e age. ¥

Ae features of style may be noticed-

1. The duplication of words, significant of the impaseioned
ardor of the preacher;40:1; 43:11,25; 48:11,15; 51:9,12,19; 52:1,11,
Very characteristie of this prophecy.

* o) <8
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Iwo of these words distinetly point to the babylonian period.
They are the wprds “ Bel" and " Nebo “ in chapter 46:1. skinner
has this to say about these two words:

Bel and WNebo are the Jupiter and the wmercury of the Babylom-
ian pantheon and were the supreme deities in pabylon at this time.
Bel ( Bilu ) is the Babylonian form of the Hebrew Baal ( Lord)
and like that word is a generic name applicable to any deity.when
used as 2 proper name it usually demotes wmerodach ( lmarduk) the
tutelary divinity of the eity of Babylon, ( Uf. Jer.l:2 ) although
there was an older Bel who is spoken of as hés father. The ele=
vation of Bel-merodach to the chief place among the older gods,
as recorded in the mythical <haldean account of the treation is the
legendary counterpart of the ascendancy required by Babylon over
the ancient cities of the ‘uphrates valley,

Nebo was the son o f warduk, the chief seat of his worship
being Bosippa in the vieinity of Babylon. His name, which is
supposed to be from the same root as the Hebrew” nabi "~ prorhet
seems to mark him as the " speaker " of the gods. He was also
regarded a= inventor of writing. ihe freguency with which
Uhladean kings are mmed after him hasbeen thought to show that
he was patron saint of the dynasty .

As lsaiah 11 refers to these two gods in chapter 46 he is
predieting the ultimate collapse of the pabylonian state religion

in a very satirical manner.
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£¢ A habit of repeating the same word of adjacent clauses or
verses: thus 40:12,13 and 14 ( taught him); 40:14(instruected him);
40:31 and 41:1 ( renew strength); 41:6 ( courage);41:18(1 have holp-
én thee);45:4( hast ¥nown me )} 45:5 ( and none else); 53:3( despised)
53:7( opened not his mouth); These incidents are very rare in isaiah,
Z.Differences in structure of sentences.

Cheyne in suvmming up the linguistic argument cays:

Tf there is such a thing as the history'of the Hebrew langua ge
theee ehartere are rot the work of the historical lsadiah, but of a
mueh later writer or school of writers,

Driver attempts to meet the argumert of those who contend
that there are many similiarities between lsaiah proper and the
1l Isaiah wh@dih would speak for the same authorship. But he argues
that, after all, the differences are the ones that are characteristie

No doubt a certain number of similarities exist; but they are
very far from being numerous or decisive enough to establish 'con-

clusively the purrose for which they are alleged, 1t is the differ—
ences in authors which are characteristic, and form consegquently

& test of avthorship: similarities, unless they are exceedingly
numerous and minute, may be due to other causes than identidy of
authorship. But the differencee between chapters 40 to 55 add the
acknowledge prophecies of isaiah are both more numerous and of a
more fundamental character than similarities,”

EELIGICUS CONCEPTIONS AND 1DEAS
With second isaiah we come to & change in prophetiec empha-
sis. bubm in israel's rropheten admirably sums up this atiitude:

Uit Deuterojesiah tritt einelﬂendung in der rrophetie ein,
durch die sie scheinbar auf einen der altern michtung geradezu
entgegengesetzten uweg gefushrt wird.Jesaiah hat seine Hoffnung
nicht als beauftragter rrophet, sondern als glaubender Lichter
dargestellt, JeremPa hat den Yraum seiner Jugend von der rxueck=-
kehr des verlornen >ohnes gegen das trostlose wort vertauscht:
Jahwe hat ausgerissen was er gerpflanzt pat, alle fruehern frophet-
en habeh gestraft und gedroht: Deuterojesaia bezeichnet gleich im
Anfang seine prophetische Aufgabe, Hahlwes Volk zu troesten und
ihm zu sagen, dass es doppelt sovile gelitten als verdient habem.
Zwei lhemata behersschen die ganze ochrift. bDas eine ist die

nveckkehr der verbannten, das zweite ist die hoehere Begruendung,
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ihat word of cheer and comfort that il Isaiah speaks is
a claseie:

Comfort ye, comfort ye iy peopde

says your uod.

Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem,

And ery unto her,

hat her warfare is accomplished,

that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received of Jehova's hand

double for all her sins. ( 18.40:1-2)

Bvery argument that he could possibly muster he used to
implant a new spirit into the depressed exiles. He shows them
how 0d controls everything, he paints before them a vivid

picture of their travels through the wilderness back to lhe
land of ‘alebtine, of the glorious utopia that the " Servant”
is arranging for them , of . he great possibilities that are in-
herent in the people themselves as w0d's chosen race.

Lsaiah L1 in his conceition of uod or Jahwe rises to heights
that are beyond anything that had been projected thus far.ihile
isaiah depicts the majesty of uod, isd4h il erphasizes His infini-
tude; de is Lhe Creator, the Sustainer of the universe, the Life-
wiver, the 4uthor of history ( 41:4),the rirst and the last, the
Incomparable Une.

4ll human power passes away " Surely the reople is grasd@y,
but the word of wod is eternal,

Bewer speaks s0 eloguently of thes might o= @ power of God:

with mighty words$- the prorhet procla imed the omnipotence
of Jahwe. Let the people think of really termendvous things in
the world of nature an? akk the cvestion, what can do them? Can
the nations do any of them? Compare them with Yahwe and see how
ingignificant they are: mortal men that rerish in a moment.

#ho ha th measnred the waters in the hollow of his hand.

And metefl ont heaven with the sran,
and commrehended the durt of a the earth in 2 measuvre,

and weighed the mountains in scales,
and the hills in a balance?

"ho hath directed the opirit of yahwe,
or being his counselloTr has tiyght him?
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with whom took He counsel, and who instructed Him,
and tanght Him the right path
and showed Him the way of understanding?
Behold the nmations are as a drop of a bucket
And ase accounted as the small dust of the balance,
behold, He takes up the isles as a very little thing,
all the nations are as nothing before Him,
they are accounted by Him as less than notring.(1s.403;12)

No one can be compared to Yahwe. ithere is no one like Him,
The [I Isaiah ridteules the worship of images and idols, He was
real’y the first to expound monotheism so consistenidy, the first
to reason about the unity of God.
Cheyne puts this aspecct of wod as follows:

The writer exhausts language in admiring affirmations of
the sole divinity and incomparable wisdom and power of Jahwe, &s
revealed in creation, in history, in prophecy, and as contrasted
with the impotence of the idols of the heathen. rhe absoluteX
divinity thus claimed for wod necessarily involves eternity. piting
sarcasm is addrescsed to the makers and worshippers of idols.

it is likewise contended that the conception of Jahwe
is on a much higher level in il Isaiah than in first. 4 new
interpretat ion of history and of the relation of uod to man and
man to uopd natural’'y follows out of such notions of Jahwe. uod
and man seem to be separated by a wide gulf., 'his serse of sepa~

ration seems to be peculiar to the exiliec and postexilic writers.
1t is the divine spirit, as the organ of external activity of Jahwe
that is at work among men. lip one else but Jahwe can direct men.

" ppes one strive with his maker?
a rotsherd with the potter~
Does the elay say to him that fashioned it,
what makest thonv
I have made tHe earth,
and created man upon it:
even uy hands, have stretched out the heavens,
and all their hosts have . ecommanded.
I have raised Lim up in righteousness,
and i will make straight all his ways:
Hde shall build wy ecity
and let my exiles go free,
ot for any price or reward,
says iahwe of Losts. { isaiah 45:9-13.)

I
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Here in Il isaijah we find empahsized in a most striking
manner that rahwe is the wod of all the universe, of all people.
the salvation of the world is wod's purvose, israel's restoration
is only Lhe means to an end.

vince Jahwe is 404 of all the universe it but natural for
him to direct his instruments like uyrus and also israel for
his greater purposes. ihe religion that israel had received
through wod is the true religiom. Mo other religious conception
can equal that of the nebrews.

Look unto me, and be ye saved,

all the ends of the earth;
ror L am wod, &ua @ there is none else.

by myself have 1. sworn,
‘he word is gone from my mouth

in righteousness, and shall not return
shat unto e every knee shall bow,

every tongue chall swear. ( 1B.45:22 ff.)
And in isaiah 51:6 we read:

Bpt wy salvation shall be formever,
and My righteousness shall not be abolished.

As 1s2iah L]l holds before the exiles the glory thét is
thei; and the poseibilities that are before them, he seems to
lay nndve stress on israel's glory.

pewer states this argument in these words:

1t is true ithat he made fellowship with rahwe dependent
on the individual's becoming & member of israel( 44:5), bhat he
foretold that ithe ~avidie king would be a prince and coﬁuandar
t0 Lhe peoples ( 55:5-5), and Lhat the wgyptians, sthippians and
sabeans would go to lsrael in chains, fall down and supplicate,

surely, wod is in thee, and there is none else,

there is no wod.

verily, with thee wvod hides nimself,

the wod of 1srael, the wavior. | 18. 45:14 ff.)

and in isaiah 49:23 the prophet says;
ihey eApll bow down to thee with their faces to the earth,

and shall lick the dust of tLhy feet.
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But all this is.so entirely out of harmony with his
"prorhecies of universal religion, that ig scems. indredible that
Deutero-isaiah should have written it, Wet it is not impossible
that even he wac carried away to arpeal to lsrael‘s pride by his
desire to ingrire them with ncw hope at times when the higher
truth found no resronse. une wishes that he had not yzielddd
to the temptation, or that he had at least not put these words
idot) rahwe ‘s mouthe He stimulated thereby, unwittingly, the
national and religious arrogance of the later Jew, and made it
eéasy for them to miss the really great truths which he proclaimed.

In srite of this rather narrow apreal we come to one
of the great landmarks in the histofr, of the world's religious
thought. In 3udea, centuries before the Christian era, we are
told of the love of wod for his children of whatever race, afd
of the destined cooperation of all zood men in his serviee, in
their many lands and various forms of worship. #e have good x
reason to believe that no sueh announcement was cver made before.
No former proprhet of the nebrews, to whom we alone could look
for sueh a conception, had risen to such a height., The II Isdiah
deelares his message to be new,

Buttenweiser interprets this phase of i1saiah II by
saying:

for the first time in history the essential truth is
recognized that the relation of man to wod is & moral one, in
conseience man speaks to God. Lhe fellowship with vod is to be
established by living up to divine promptings.

in setting up Jahwe as the uod of all peoples the
prophet, of course, does not consider the other ideas of religion
very much. ne sets up the other idols merely as straw purpets
that ean be knocked over at will. He disclaims any revelation to
any other people. Iet, in an argument with other religious leader,
he would take such a high standpoint that his ideas would carry

a great deal of weight, since he recognizes & purposeful planning

as a background for all history.
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#hile we do read of sympathy toward other reople, yet there
is in these same roems an entirely different way of speaking of
the wentiles. Are Lhey not represented as objects of waath, doomed
to destructiony The opening lines 0f chapter 46 is very ironical
and declares the worthlessness of Bel and iebo, having the bLaby-
londan rower in mind., Charter 47 follows with stern invective in
the same strain of irony predieting, in figurative language, the
utter ruin of the exalted citye. 4t is no personal hatred that
the prophet expresces here, dather it is but the logiec of wod's
own program ca&lling for a final judgement and the meting out of
justices And further on the same prorhet says; " Turn ye to me
and be saved, all ye ends of the earthiFor . am wvod, there is
no other. sy myself . swear it, the truth is gone forth from my

mouth, my word shall not turn back, that to me every knee should

bow, every tongue swear allegiance."”
TH® FIGURE OF TH® SEHEANT

In trying to insrire the exiles to greater faithfulness
isaiah 11 vaints for them & glorious future, an ideal, & Utoria
in line with that uf Plato, more and so on, He wishes to lure
them on so that they might realize the best that is in them,
ln doing this he uses & rather uniqgue figure, namely that of
a " gervant" to express this ideal.

rrofessor U.Torrey in speaking of the " servant™ has this
to say:

This idea of an emkssary charged with a great work is a
fundamental element of the prophet's theology. 1t recurs in
various forms and is algs frequently dmpligds where it is not
definitely expressed. The term generally employed is " ebed"
or " servant " made definite by the appended name of God, " ser-
vant of Yahwe," or by a suffix referring to him," his servamt,"”

" my servant.” In paralllelism with the term " servant” occur
several other terms expreseing related ideas: malak, messenger or

emiseary ( 42:19; 44:26), bachir- chosen ( 42:1; 43:20; 45:4)
J




16~ 1l lsaiah

and the use of vhe verb bachar in 41:8,9; 43:10; 44:1,2;49:7;
"chosen" that is, as the context shows in each instance " to
execute a commission;"™ " Ish asatho” man of counsel( 46:11 cf.
44:26 ed " witness,"” ( 43:10) and " masiach " 'anointed' ( 45:1).
in each and all of these passagee the prorhet is speaking of Yahwes
eternal purpose®, and of the agent Llsrael, especially a®Rpointed

to ecarry it out.

The portions of the propheey which are oddinarily set apart
as “ pervant songs" are 42:1-4; 49: 1-6; 50: 489 ; 52:13-53:12;
that is & few rasrcages which are generally recognized as con-
taining either a distinet rersonification under the title of
servant or else allusion to a re8) rerson. The " servant " in
the four vasecazes is not always the same. The asrect if shifting,
T™e " gervant " is s8lways isra-1l, or some select portion of
lerael. there are three basal comc eptions, there is first of
all the traditional use. rhen there is a collective application
in chapters 50 and 53 and 42:19. Lastly there is an individual
rortrait, once or twice so sharply outlined:as to be startling.
OQut of the personification of the ideal i1srael of the future
there emerges the figure of a great leader, the Anointed Une.
about the teachings regarding the " servant™ many and varied
guestions ardse: Is He a person or personfication? 1f the
latter is a personfication of 1srasel? Or of the ideal israel?

Or of the order of The prophets? Or a martyr who has suffered

himself? Or poseib’y a portraydl of Jeremiah, who had to endure

g0 much? Or one still to eome, like the rromised messijah?
3eA.5mith draws this eonclusion:

'We rave seen that it was by a very common rrocess that ounr

prorthet transferred the national calling from the mass of the

nation o0 a select few of the reorle. is it by any ecuvally
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natural tendency that he shrinks from the many to the few, as
he passes from propheey to martyrdom, or from the few to one,
a8 he passes from martyrdom to expiation?y "

Up to charter 49, that is while he is still some aspeet
of the peorle, the servant is a prophegt. in charter 50, where
he is no longer israel, snd aprroaches more to aw individual,
his prophecy rasses into martyrdom. Apnd in charter 53, where
at last we recognize him as intended for an actval personage,
hie martyrdom becomee an expiation for the sins of the people.
ie there a natvral eonnection tetween these developmentsy

The description of the " servant™ is indeed vivid and
challemging. 1t is an interpretattion of the suffering that
i1srael must go throwgh in order to acrieve the higher mission.
lsrael is the servant of yahwe. And in the following eloquent
terms Bewer goes on to describe this servaat :

He is now despised an rejected >f men, without national
existence, far from his own land, an exile. pbut he is still
Yahwe's servant, through whom true religion is to be established
in the world. it seems impossible. a4ll his work in the exile
must be in vain;, it means both suffering and shamé, But no, this
very suffering is part of rahwes plan. shrough his purpose for
the world will be accomplished. i1ahwe himself calls upon themsi:

behold my servant shall prosper,
he shall be exalted and lifted up and very high;
Just as maa y were astonished at him,
because his visage was 80 marred thal is was not that
of a man,
and his form was no longer human;
20 shall many nations wonder,
kings shall shut .heir mouths at him:
ror that whieh had not been told them they shall see,
and that whiech they had not heard shall they econsider.

‘'he heathen themselves now speak:
w20 eovld have believed that which we have heard?
and to whom had the arm of yYahwe been revealed?
For he grew vp before him as a tender rlant,
apnd ae root out of 2 dry ground:
He had no form or cohitmess, that —e should look at him,
nor beavty, that we shorld desrie him,
He was desrised and forsaZen of men,
8 man of eickness, and acocuainted with disease,
And ae one from whom men hide their face
he wae desrised and we esteemed him rot.
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this has been the natural explanation of lsrael's suffering
and bitter fate. But now in the light of the glorious restoration
they see the real meaning of his suffering. iIsrael had suffered
for their sakes. Sprrowfully they confess:

3urely, he has horne our sicknesses,
and carried our snfferings,
nhile we esteemed him strieken,
smitten of s0d and afflicted.
But he was wonnded for our tresasgressions,
he was bruised for our inicuvities;
'he chatisement of our peace was uron him,
and with his bruises we are healed.
A1} we like sheer have gone astray,
and we have turned every one to his own way;
And Yghwe laid uvpon him '
the punishment of us all,

in this confession of israel's vicarious suffering for them
the heathen appropriate inwardly its fruit. rhe prophet agrees
with ttem and now dwells on the servfg/t's patience in all his
afflietion,

He was oppressed, yet he humbled himself,
and opened not his mouth,
As a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and as sheep that before its shearers is dumb.
by oppressive judgement he was taken away,
and who took note of his fate,
'hat he was cut off out of the land of the living,
for our transgressions smitten to death?

But this innocent suffering was in accordance with yahweés
plan, which the prophet proceeds to reveal. without it the light
of tree religion would never have come to the heathen.

But it pleased Yahwe to erush him:
if he would make his soul an offering for sein,
He would see calamity for lentpth of days,
but the purpose of Yahwe wovld succed through him,

fahwe Himsel f takes up the last word " vindication” and
holds out to his servamt the victor's crown for his willing,
vicarious suffering.
portion
Therefore will I divide the =pmxX with the great:z
and he shall dvide the speil with the strong:
Becauce he poured out his soul unto dealh,
and was numbered with Lthe {ransgressors,
fet he bore the sins of mny,
and has been making intercessions for the tramagressors,

fhe glorification of lsrael is not an end in iteelf but the
means to the end. Lt is incidental to something far greater, far
moge=z wonderful: the conversion of the whole world to the one
and only uod, Yahwe.
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A,d he said, " The raising up of the tribes of Jacob

and the restoration of the %reserved israel

Are less significant than thy being my servant:

801 will give thee for a light to the gentiles

T™at my salvation may he

to the end - of the earth," ( lsa., 49:5b.)

In fhis deserintion of the servant is maturally i‘neclnded
at the same time the servaat's task, He is to restore israel
to the holy land, awakening the slimbering faith, bringing back
the wanderers, presenting to (ahwe a repentent and purifijed
nation. and the second feaxture, to restore the desolate world,
to sweep.away the wickedness and misery of mankind, and to unite
all mankind, with israel as leaderm in a regime of righteousness
and peace, in the service of the one uod. Ln 49:6 we read:

1 will mske thee the light of the nations,

that my rescuxe may reach to tre end of the earth.

In 42:6 the same phrase " the light of the natioms" is em-
rloyed and the next verse then carries out the figure, showing
what this " 1light " is to mean to the world,

fp open the sightlese eyes

to bring out the captives from the rrison,

And from the dungeon égose who €it in darkness.
e

Many later poets and jrophets show the influence of t%is

great ideal., Bufthe firest and deepest thoughts that 11 Isddah
has presented were understo@d by btut few, until he came who
embodied the ideal of the servant of yahwe in himself, namely
Jesus Christ. Ihe prophecy of L1 Isaiah in its ideal was ful-
filled in Christ, as far a single personality could &0 that.,
Therefore the book of LI Isaiah is so evangelical and the
writer is often cal led the &vangelist of the vld Testament.

1t ie certain that in all the literature that has come down

to us this portrayal stands alone in its originality a2nd power.
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It is essentially a creation of 11 Is8d4dh, i‘he various motives
entering into the concpption had been at hand for some time; it
was only necessary that seme greater prophet than the rest should
comprehend and ecombine them., When the il Isaiah had finished his
work he had set before the people a picture that remained essenti-
ally the same through the succeeding generations. it is a pieture
that has inspired not only the exiles, but has been the source

of high idealism in all centuries. isaiah Il has made & real
contribution (o mankind, one that ecan never be effaced. in bring-
ing to men his unigque contribution he stands out from all other

prophets.



