Infant Baptism

Infant Baptism is a solemn event that
involves both a serious decision and a moral
commitment by the parents/guardians and
Christian sponscors (Godparents) of the infant
child. That personal commitment involves reg-
ular and active participation in the worship,
education,and fellowship life of this congre-
gation, if at all possible, The moral promi=-
ses made by parents/guardians and sponsors
presupposes this kind of regular and active
participation in order to be able to fulfill
those promises,

Therefore, at least a six-month period
of active participation in church activities
by both parents whenever possible, at least
one of the child's parents, will be expected
before the Sacrament of Baptism will be ad-
ministered. This is certainly not a refusal
to baptize infants. Rather, it is an attempt
to involve all the parents of baptized
children more actively in the ongoing life
of the congregation.

The Pastor and Church
Council
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BAPTICuS
Time for Baptism

All baptisms are conducted as a part of
the morning service of worship on any but
Communion 3unday, except under special cir-
cumstances,

Application for Baptism

Application ror baptism can be made
through the church office or to the Pastor.
A consultation with the Pastor is to be ar-
ranged baforehand by both members and non-
members.

Honoraria

It has been the custom of the church
that an honcrarium bz given to the Pastor.
This is not obligatory on the part of members,
but it may be followed if desired.

From non-member families an honorarium
not less than $30.00 is to be forthcoming.
For inactive members, not less than $20.00.
Sponsors

All children who receive the Sacrament
of Baptism should have spensors (godparents).
This again is a desirable arrangement but not
mandatory.

These sponsors are to be chosen by the
parents and can be grandparents, relatives or
friends, with the following qualifications:

l. The sponsors should be beyond Con-
firmation age.

2. Preferably, the sponsors should be
Protestants and active members of a
Protegtant Church.

Normally there are two sponsors. They

must be active in some church.

Both of the parents and both sponsors
are to be pregent in the sanctuary at ihe
time of the baptism.

CONCIRMATION
- - T P ——— e S — YA - N
Confirmation Instruction consists of two
years treparation, The Vroet yoar commences

when the child ermer:s “». 7th grade or later




in Middle .School or Junior High School. The
class organizes in September of each year.

The second year class is organized also
in September and meets with the Pastor. Ses~-
ajons for each class are held weekly or bi-
weekly, as agreed upon between the Pastor,
parents and members. The second year class at-
+ains the time of Confirmation during the
following year.

All must complete the two years of prep-
aration prior to Confirmation.

Attendance at the sessions of the class,
Church School and the Sunday morning and spec-
ial church services is required. Attendance
records will be kept of the youth's attendance.

Parents of the members of the classes
are also expected to be in attendance at the
services of worship regularly with the Confir-
mand and are invited to attend all class
sessions. N

At the time of Confirmation, white robes
are rented and a Confirmation picture taken.
The rental price for the robes and the cost
of pictures will be charged each Confirmand.

WEDDINGS

All weddings are normally solemnized in
the Sanctuary.

As early as possible the date and time
should be chosen and this information given
to the Pastor, that it might be entered upon
the church calendar. Also, times for the pre-
marital consultations must be set with the
Pastor. No less than 3 hours should be allowed
for these consultations.
Facilities and Appointments For The Ceremony

The Church provides the kneeling bench
for the ceremony and the candles on the altar.
If a white aisle runner is desired, the church
can provide it. The use is free, but there is
a charge for the laundcring of same. If extra
candles are desired, the candelabras and can=-




dles can be arranged for through the florist.
Music at the Wedding

All music at the church is under the di-
rection of the Pastor and the Director of Mu-
gic. The Director is the logical person to
sepve at the wedding. However, if one prefers
to have a guest organist, arrangements must
be made at the discretion of the Director of
Music before such a person is permitted to
use the organ.

Since the wedding ceremony is essential-
ly a religious service and not a secular ga-
thering, it is therefore permissible only to
use 'religious music' fitting for the sanctu-
ary rather than the use of 'popular type'
songs on the organ and by voice. The vocal
music used is to be approved by the Pastor
and the Director of Music. A soloist, if de=~
sired, can be provided by the Director of Mu-
sic.

Fees and Honararia at the Wedding

When neither the bride nor the groom is
a member of the church, a fee for the use of
the church is required=--—=e---—=———c-- $ 45.00

For all weddings the following fees are
in order:

For Director of Music 40.00
For Soloist (when used) 30,00
For Caretaker 25.00
For Aisle Carpet (when used) 15.00
For Pastor 50.00

Total - 160.00
TOTAL INCLUDIIIG CHURCH FEE - $205.00

When either the bride or groom is~an ac=
tive member, the honorarium for the Pastor is
not a Fixed amount., Fees are to be paid prior
to the ceremony. Fees are to be placed in
separate envelopes, each envelope designating
the purpose, and these given to the Pastor at
the time of the wadding rehcarsal. Also at
this time the m-rriage license is to be pre-
sented to the Pastor.




Pictures_at the > Wedding

No picture taking will be permitted by a
photographer or any other individual once the
wedding processional has begun. The photogra-
pher and friends should be informed of this
rule.

Pictures may be taken before the wedding
service in the Narthex as the bridal party
prepares to enter the sanctuary. Pictures may
be taken at the altar and elsewhere after the
ceremony is concluded, The Pastor will be a-
vailable for these pictures, if requested.
Floral Arrangements at the Wedding

The primary rule as regards floral arran-
gements is that no floral piece nor basket is
to be placed on or dircetly in front of the
altar. When flowers are desired, arrangements
of flowers in paper-mache baskets can be se-
cured for the credensa on either side of the
altar. Additional baskets of flowers may be
placed on either side of the Altar and of the
Chancel, at the Lectern and Pulpit.

Use of Rice At Weddings

No rice is to be thrown. With hunger ram-

pant in the world, it is better to throw con-
fetti or bird-seed outside the church build-
ing. Nothing is to be thrown inside the
church building.
Note: If the couple desire the Fastor and his
wife to attend the wedding reception, notice
of this should be exprecsed through an invi-
tation in advance.,

Use of the church's Friendship social
hall and kitchen facilitics fcr a wedding re-
ception must be cleared well in advance and
permission granted by the Church Couwcil. The
current rate for non~members is $75.00 per
hour plus $50.00 for custcdial services. Pres-
ent Church policy excludes the use of alcono-
lic beverages on the premises.

An advance payment of at least half the
wedding costs is required at the time the
avrrapIzirante Aare made.




FUNERALS

The Pastor is” to be notified at the time
¢f death, by a family member, if possible.The
Pastor will then come to see the family eith-
er at their home or at the Funeral Home, for
it is the Pastor's desire to visit such a fam-
ily in their time of need and bereavement.

The arrangements for the funeral service
will be decided upon between the family, the
Pastor and the funeral director.

Members of the church have the privilege
of using the church sanctuary. If a Church
Funeral is desired, there is a charge of
$15.00 for the 0p901a1 services of a Custodi-
an., Normally music is not used, but if desir-
ed, the fee for the Director of Music is
$40.00 and for a soloist is $30.00.

The honorarium to the Pastor from non-
member families if $50.00. From member fami-
lies the honorarium is not a fixed amount.
Gifts to the Church in memory of the deceased
can be made through the Church 0ffice., No
specific amount has been set for such memor-
ial gifts. If flowers from the funeral are
brought to the church, it is requested that
no more than two baskets be donated.

Since it is not a Protestant practice to
pray for the deceased, the Funeral Service is
essentially a Memorlal Worship Service for
not only the family and friends of the depar-
ted Church Member, but also for the entire
Church Congregation. At the funeral service
the Pastor functions on behalf of the entire
congregation. Therefore, the use of the
Church Building for this worship service is
most appropriate, especially for active
church members.

Furieral worship services for the famil-
ies and friends of deceased non-church mem-
bers will be conducted at the disecretion of
the Pastor,
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PURPOSE

The purpose of this booklet is to help
all those who request the Services of the
Church and its Pastor(s) to understand at the
time of that request, and/or prior to the
event reguested, the affirmed policies and
procedures of the Spiritual Committee, the
Church Counéil, and the Pastor. In the event
there is some question or disagreement con-
cerning these policies or procedures, please

consult the Pastor in advance of the event,
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PURPOSE

The purpose of this booklet is to help
all those who request the Services of the
Church and its Pastor(s) to understand at
the time of that request, and/or prior to
the event requested, the affirmed policies
and procedures of the Spiritual Committee,
the Church Council, and the Pastor. In the
cvent thers is some qucstion or disagreement
concerning these policies or procedures,
please consult the Pastor in advance of the

aevent.
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BAPTISMS

Time for Baptism

- All baptisms are conducted as a part of
the morning service of worship on any but
Communion Sunday, except under special cir-
cumstances.

Application for Baptism

Application for baptism can be made
through the church office or to the Pastor.

A consultation with the Pastor is to be ar-
ranged beforehand by both members and non-
members . ' .

Honoraria -

It has been the custom of the church
that an honorarium be given to the Pastor.
This is not obligatory on the part of members,
but may be followed if desired.

From non-member families an honorarium
not less than $25.00 is to be forthcoming.
For inactive members, not less than $15.00.
Sponsors

A11 children who receive the Sacrament
of Baptism should have sponsors (godparents).
This again is a desirable arrangement but not
mandatory.

These sponsors are to be chosen by the
parents and can be grandparents, relatives or
friends, with the following qualifications:

1. The sponsors should be beyond Con-
firmation age. _

2. Preferably, the sponsors should be
Protestants and active members of a
Protestant Church.

Normally there are two sponsors. They

must be active in some church.

Both of the parents and both sponsors
are to be present in the sanctuary at the
time of the baptism.

CONFIRMATION

Confirmation instruction consists of two
years preparation. The first year commences
when the.child enters the 7th grade or later
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in Middle School or Junior High School. The
class organizes in September of each year.

The second year class is organized also
in September and meets with the Pastor. Ses-
sions for each class are held weekly or bi-
weekly, as agreed upon between the Pastor,
parents and members. The second year class at-
tains the time of Confirmation during the
following year.

All must complete the two years of prep-
aration prior to Confirmation.

Attendance at the sessions of the class,
Church School and the Sunday morning and spec-
ial church services is required. Attendance
records will be kept of the youth's attendance

Parents of the members of the classes
are also expected to be in attendance at the
services of worship regularly with the Confir-
mand and are invited to attend all class
sessions.

At the time of Confirmation, white robes
are rented and a Confirmation picture taken.
The rental price for the robes and the ccst
of pictures will be charged each Confirmaad.

WEDDINGS

All weddings are normally solemnized in
the Sanctuary.

As early as possible the date and time
should be chosen and this information givea
to the Pastor, that it might be entered upon
the church calendar. Also, times for the pre-
marital consultations must be set with the
Pastor. No less than 3 hours should be allow-
ed for these consultations. '
Facilities and Appointments For The Ceremony

The Church provides the kneeling bench: .
for the ceremony and the candles on the altar.
If a white aisle runner is desired, the church
can provide it. The use is free, but there is
a charge for the laundering of same. If extra
candles are desired, the candleabras and can-




les can be arranged for through the florist,
Music at the Wedding

All music at the church is under the di-
rection of the Pastor and the Director of Mu-
sic. The Director is the logical person to
serve at the wedding. However, if one prefers
to have a guest organist, arrangements must
be made at the discretion of the Director of
Music before such a person is permitted to
use the organ.

Since the wedding ceremony is essential-
ly a religious service and not a secular ga-
thering, it is therefore permissible only to
use 'religious music' fitting for the sanctu-
ary rather than the use of 'popular type'
songs on the organ and by voice. The vocal
music used is to be approved by the Pastor
and the Director of Musiec, A soloist, if de-
sired, can be provided by the Director of Mu-
sic.

Fees and Honararia at the Wedding

When neither the bride nor the groom is
a member of the church, a fee for the use of
the church is required - - = -« - - - = 25.00

For all weddings the following fees are
in order:™ '

For Director of Music 20.00
For Soloist (when used) - 15.00
For Caretaker 15.00
For Aisle Carpet (when used) 10.00
For Pastor 30.00

Total 115,00

When either the bride or groom is an ac-
tive member, the honorarium for the Pastor is
not a fixed amount. Fees are to be paid prior
to the ceremony. Fees are to be placed in
separate envelopes, each envelope designating
the purpose, and these given to the Pastor at
the time of the wedding rehearsal. Also at
this time the marriage license is to be pre-
sented to the Pastor.




Pictures at the Wedding

No picture taking will be permitted by a
photographer or any other individual once the
wedding processional has begun. The photogra-
pher and friends should be informed of this
rule.

Pictures may be taken before the wedding
service in the Narthex as the bridal party
prepares to enter the sanctuary. Pictures may
be taken at the altar and elsewhere after the
ceremony is concluded. The Pastor will be a-
vailable for these pictures, if requested.
Floral Arrangements at the Wedding

The primary rule as regards floral arran-
gements is that no floral piece nor basket is
to be placed on or directly in front of the
altar. When flowers are desired, arrangements
of flowers in paper-mache baskets can be se-
cured for the credensa on either side of the:
altar. Additional baskets of flowers may be
placed on either side of the Altar and of the
Chancel, at the Lectern and Pulpit.

Use of Rice At Weddings

No rice is to be thrown. With hunger ram-
pant in the world, it is better to throw con-
fetti or bird-seed outside the church build-
ing. Nothing is to be thrown inside the
church building. _

Note: TIf the c¢ouple desires the Pastor and
his wife to attend the wedding reception, no-~
tice of this should be expressed through an
invitation in advance.

Use of the church's Friendship social
hall and kitchen facilities for a wedding re-
ception must be cleared well in advance and
permission granted by the Church Council. The
current rate for non-members is $50.00 per
hour plus $50.00 for custodial services. Pres-
ent Church pelicy excludes the use of alco-
holic beverages on the premises.




TUNERALS

The Pastor is to be notified at the time
of death, by a family member, if possible.The
Pastor will then come to see the family eith-
er at their home or at the Funeral Home, for
it is the Pastor's desire to visit such a
family in their time of need and bereavement.

The arrangements for the funeral service
will be decided upon between the family, the
Pastor and the funeral director.

Members of the church have the privilege
of using the church sanctuary. If a Church
Funeral is desired, there is a charge of
$15.00 for the special services of a Custo-
dian. Normally music is not used, but if de-
sired, the fee for the Director of Music is
$20.00 and for a soloist is $15.00.

The honorarium to the Pastor from non-mem-
ber families is $35.00. From member families
+he honorarium is not a fixed amount. Gifts
to the Church in memory of the deceased can
be made through the Church 0ffice. No specif-
ic amount has been set for such memorial
gifts. If flowers from the funeral are brou-
ght to the church, it is requested that no
more than two baskets be donated.

Since it is not a Protestant practice to
pray for the deceased, the Funeral Service
is essentially a Memorial Worship Service for
not only the family and friends of the depar-
ted Church Member, but also for the entire
Church Congregation. At the funeral service
the Pastor functions on behalf of the entire
congregation. Therefore, the use of the
Church Building for this worship service is
most appropriate, especially for active
church members.

Funeral worship services for the families
and friends of deceased non-church members
will be conducted at the discretion of the

Pastor.




