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'----'Friends a.nd Co-~·hrkers of United •wan.:1:elical con-.:ref:a tion: 
"Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me bless Fis Holy 

Name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all --Iis benefits . " ~tth 
these w-::,rds of the Psal111ist uo,::,n -::,ur lins we look at thA r.ecor('l qn:'J life 
of our c,::,n~re~ation for the year 1965. rruly -::,ur hearts ou~ht ~lways to 
bring aj,::,ration unto our <..i-oj, being conscious of 1-fis p:o-:,dness toward all 
His creatio~ and also of the blessings received from -::,ut ~is bountiful 
hands. We say "our church" ibut it is ".nis Church' a11.s'1 "His hrk" we Acre 
orivileged to d,::,. rhus our prosoerin~ of His wor~ brinas j-:,y to our 
hearts and the chAllenge He ~ives us sh0uld result in resolution in our 
efforts. 

The congregation has been strenathened durin~ this oast year, if not 
by l8rere numbers of ::;idditions t,::, our membership, sinci=- we receive only 
those wh,::, have real intent for membershin And .qfter .-=i oeriod of tAsting: 
and instruction, then by a strength which has been evi4enced by thA fRct 
that our total attendances for qll services durin~ the year was lqr~er 
than 1ast year, and the Sunday servicPs averAge for All Sunjgys ~f the 
year increased from 418 to 445. 

Total cornmu~ions were Also on the increRRe of nearly 500 more th8n 
co111nuned last year, in sui ta of the fact that this year's fi a'Ure did not 
include private co~munions where as the fi~re for last Tear dij. 

The statistics of the congre~ation are as follows: Baptisms, 47; Mar ­
riages, 53; Funerals, 81, of which 24 were listed as members of the 
church,. 42 you th were C'.)nf irmed on .i:->alrn Sunday and 15 ajul ts were recei v­
ed into membership with the church, making a tot:::il of 57 accessi)ns, nlus 

__,_. 24 reinstatements, ma1{inp; a .12:rand totBl of 81. 86 are shown as loss­
es to the church through the year, including those transferred out, th0se 
who were called in death and those out on the inective listing. ie~innin~ 
the year with a total of 924 member;, a~ adding th~ accessions ani sub-­
tracting the removals, we reach the figure ,::,f 919 as our membershiu as 8f 
Jan. :l , :1966. 

When we lo,::,k at the year past, the completion of the much needed 
Church School Building renovation stands •::,ut as a fine accomolishment. The 
staff is no1'.J uraud of the facilities, and is wor1{ing hard in their fiel::'I 
of Christian B;aJiuati,)n, seel{ing ::tM!lrX to stren.Q:then the urop:rAm and seekini:z; 
also to secure adequate furniture And accessories to complement the "new 
loo~" of the building. rhey are planning greater use of the orooerty, f,::,r 
instance, the School of Reli~ion of our Chesaoeake Associntion has been 
invi te-4 here for 4 I'uesdays, in '''.Jvember of this year. Also m0re church 
and community features will be scheduled for this buil1ing. 

We are very happy we did not have to secure a mort~age to pay for this 
renovation program but could use our own funds, which we must ~ow repay 
,::,ver the next years, for these are in the most Dart nrotected funds of 
the Memorial Fund which we desire to nurture as an endowment of the church. 

The membership study, comoleted a year ag:::,, is the basis of continuin~ 
checkin2 on our membershi~, to maintain it at an 8.Ctual figure -:,f live 
strd n..:th. 

rhe ~reatest uroblem bef-:,re us as a church is the ~atter ,::,f ~ur youth , 
and gj~quate program111inR: for yauth. At oresent I feel the CO"l'J..Q"resation 
is sinning against itself in that the youth are not being oared for as they 

--shoulj . We at -oresent have no real ;wouth w:::,rk for our own youth, -:,utside 
,___, the sPlend id work bei np; done by our Girl's Guild and the rather j orman t 

Junior Council, dormant as far as other-than-Sunday or;,:anization and act-
ivity. 1rhe Friday evening teen nights c:v-.LcontinuinR;, and we have addeo ~ 
some paid staff f,::,r this, but this is set un on a purely recreational b 



basis and d'.)es nothing to :train y')uth in real churchmanship and Christian 
livin~. rhere are no other activities outside the Jr. rli and Senior Hi 
Church School denartments and the Scoutin"' orograms in oner.qtion; no other 
activities wherein the sniritual and oersonal needs of our youth are cared 
for. Je have a wonderful contin~ent of youn~ oeo~le here, but they are 
not being saved f'.)r the church because ')f the lacl{ of worl{ 8.ID0'117- our y0uth. 
'rhey grow un to hav 0 less than a strong tie t,) their church an'.'l L-:,rd. 

A second major nroblem is the follow-throu.i:h on members and memher -
families wh') move from a state of activity to one of disinterest, a f~l­
low-throuuh of the many who are marreid here, or who h~ve babies bautized, 
0r of strA.ngers who come t0 our service Atid 1'iave no church home. ~ve are 
seeking to use voluntary help at this ~oint but the problem is larger than 
this. 

Yott~ nastor carries a very full schedule in the man~ ided facets of 
the ministry of this large partsh, and seeks to do all H.e can in all the 
areas Jf bringing new fol:.-c into the church and oresevinJ;" those who are al­
ready in membership, but finds it an impossiblitw to olace more in his 
schedule. 'I'hus the only wr::i.y of achei ving these noticeable 1aclrn in our ser­
vice as a congregation, is to secure additional full-time staff personnel. 

A Christian Education director, orobably a woman, woul1 be able to f~l­
fill many of the neejs, even to callin~ in the homes, and would orobably 
mean less than an assistant ,oastor in terms of budget need~. The nast0r 
is at the D?int of bein2 willing to acceot either a Christian ~ducqtion 
Direct0r or anl AssistFP1t Pf::istor. The church 0 1 .. v:rht n'.Jt Wlit too many years 
bef'.Jre securing such additional staff. However, the reRl ooint here is 
that to secure this adjitional staff, the stewardship of our f0l'k will of 
necessity have to be increased aooreciahly over its Present status. rhe 
achievement of this may require some forthrip-ht nlans and nr,)cedures on 
the cart of the Finance Committee and the Church Council, with discussion 
and final action by the congreECation. I pray that triis ma.tter may not lie 
d0rmant for too ~uch longer, for it is serious, and the ihole lif~ of the 

'---"'future of this congre12:ation denen:'ls uoon action talrnn at this n'.)int. 
I cannot brin~ ~Y rep0rt to a close but that I exoress ~~oreciation 

and thgnlrn for the servicAs of thos~ on the s:-nff -:is we've ··-orken toJ:"eth­
er i11 n most snlendid fashion; to the members :-,f the ::!965 Church C'Juncil 
for lr,yalty given the church n ~ nastor; to the choirs, the Church Sch'.Jol 
stAff, and members 8nd friends of each organization of thi=> church for their 
efforts in a tot:=il orogrri.m which I feel ~ras for'\.lmrd looking and -:Jro~re:::;sive. 
It hAs been a p-oo'.'l yeAr because thP Lord has blessed us Rn,'.'l becauf'e many 
of you have worked at your job qt the church, not countin~ the cost, but 
out of love the church and f-:,r your Lord. rhis is excellent, and I th.cinK 
you. 

And now, may we nray the Lord to bless us anj keeo us in thP future 
Sincerely, 

--f~a,f!~, 


