DO YOU VOTE
TO CLOSE
THE CHURCH?

“Last Sunday I voted to close
the church; not maliciously or in-
tentionally,but thoughtlessly, laz-
ily, indifferently.

I voted to close its doors that
its witness, and its testimony be
stopped. I voted to close the Bib-
1~ on the pulpit - the Bible given
t by years of struggle and the
brvéd of martyrs who died that we
might have it. I voted for our min-
ister to stop preaching the glor-
ious truths of the gospel of Jesus
Christ. I voted that children of
the Church School no 1longer be
taught the stories of the Bible and
the songs of salvation and God's
love.

I voted that the voice of choir
and congregation be hushed, no more
to join in singing the great hymns
of the church. I voted for every
missionary to be called home, every
hospital and dispensary in its for-
eign field and at home to close. I
voted that 1its colleges no longer
bother to train its youth for
Christian service; that every in-
fluence for good and right and
truth in our community be abandon-
ed. I voted for the darkness of
superstition, the degrading influ-
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ence of sin, the blight of ignor-
ance and the curse of selfish greed
once again to settle their damning
load on the shoulders of an already
burdened world.

You see, I could have gone to my
church 1last Sunday and I should
have gone, but I didn't. I stayed
away, and by my laziness and indif-
ference I voted to close the
church."

The above was written by a lay-
man, a veteran, father of three and
a good church member. This man is
a resident of Birmingham, Alabama
and this article first appeared in
another church paper.

WORLDWIDE COMMUNION SUNDAY

COMMUNION SERVICES
SUNDAY, OCT. 3

The Communion services at 7:45 §
10:15 a.m. will be first of our
fall communions. This, coupled
with the special emphasis on this
Communion, ought to make it impera-
tive that all folk of the church be
present for the Sacrament.

On this one Sunday of the vyear,
the Holy Sacrament is offered in
the majority of Protestant churches
around the world. At other times,
local custom is followed, with some
observances monthly, as 1is ours;
some weekly and some at other inter
vals. But, on this first Sunday of
October, to attest to the unity a-
mong Christians; though of differ-
ing persuasions, all are invited to






written fully, as long as the per-
verseness of men and the tempta-
tions to be satisfied with less
than the ultimate are before us.But
we must continue to strive to ful-
£i11 our purpose. Reconciliation 1is
an indispensible part of revitali-
zation. We celebrate Reformation
Sunday, the birthday of the Protes
tant Church and continue our mess-
ages on Ephesians and the theme,
"Reconciliation through the Church"

OUTSIDE THE
LOCAL CHURCH

"Television should ‘'convey to
children a sense of the highest
American ideals..... ' the Board for
“ameland Ministries of our denomina

oon said in a proposal to the Fed-

Tal Communications Comm. for guide
lines for <children's television.
The proposals drafted are aimed at
cutting down violence, eliminating
racism, protecting children from
commerical exploitation and making
programs more informative and more
entertaining."

"Openings are available at Tar-
sus American College in historic
Tarsus, Turkey, for qualified teach
ers of Chemistry/Physics/Math combi
nations. Our United Board for
World Ministries maintains a school
there with an enrollment of about
375 boys between the ages of 11 and
20. A secondary teaching certifi-
cate with a B.S. degree and a major
in one of the subjects is required"
If interested, contact the pastor.

"Ascension Lutheran Church of
Youston, Texas, plans to move in

th Garden Villas Community United
“ehurch of Christ about a mile away
from its present location. The con-
gregation voted to wuse the money
from the sale of 1its building for
mission work in their vradically
changing neighborhood. This Miss-
ouri Synod Lutheran Congregation
dropped from 1200 members in 1967
to 500 this present year despite
vigorous attempts to interest new
residents.”

"Broadway United Church of
Christ in New York has voted to ap-
prove a loan of §100,000 to Touga-
loo College(one of our Negro colleg
es in the south) from its 'invest-
ment tithing program."

from 'Keeping You Posted’
a biweekly newsheet sent . to
all the pastors of our denom-
ination.
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SOUR BEEF
AND
OYSTER SUPPER,
PLUS A
BAZAAR
TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY
0CTOBER 26, 27
PRICE
ADULTS — $2.25
CHILDREN — $1.00
LUNCH, WED.
12 — 1:30
EVENINGS
5—7 P.M.
BRING GUESTS
T0 THIS G0OD

MEAL




OUR RETREAT

The Bretheren Service Center, New
Windsor, Md. is again the site of
our church's fall retreat, begin-
ning Fri, evening, Nov. 19 and con-
tinuing until Sat. afternoon. This
spot has become a cherished place
for those who have attended former
retreats. Located in the beautiful
Maryland countryside ne: Westmins-
ter, the place offers nfortable
quarters and good surroundings.

This year's emphasis will be
"Looking at our Church's Next Cen-
tury." With the Centennial obser-
vance coming, it is fitting that
we also look forward to forgoingnew
directions for the congregation.
This requires thought, reflection
and discussion. Our Retreat provid-
es the opportunity to begin this
process.

Giving leadership in planning
and in the Retreat is Rev. James
Tomasek, of the staff of our Confer
ence. Pastor Weisser is making ar-
rangements.

Especially invited are the mem-
bers of the Church Council, the
presidents, secretaries and program
chairmen of organizations, the mem-
bers of the Centennial Committee...
and.....the spouses of all these
folk. This grouping may be enlarg-
ed. If you are a person who wants
to help in broadening and enhancing
our church's concept of its mission
and cpportunity in the coming
years, contact Pastor Rasche for
details.
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Items to Remember

Sewing group begins meetings on
Tues. Oct. 5......Pastor Weisser is
to be with us through October......
Women's Guild has bus trip on Sat.
Oct. 1 to Homewood Homes and a Mys-
tery bus trip on its meeting nite.

Think This Over

"Once upon a time there was a man
who had nothing and God gave him
10 apples. He gave him 3 to eat;
3 to trade for shelter; 3 to trade
for clothes. He gave him 1 apple
so he might show his gratitude to
God for the other nine. But
when the opportunity came to give it
back,the man ate the 10th and grac-
iously gave God the CORE. What are
von doing in your life." Selected.

CHURCH RECORDS

Baptisms
Nancy Lee,daughter of Robert and

Charlotte Muehlberger, Aug. 29

Colleen Estelle, daughter of
Charles and Margaret Carrigan,Sept:
12

Deborah Lynn, daughter of Robert
and Rosalie Felter, Sept. 12
Weddings

Richard E. Sopel and Patricia
Hutchins, July 31

Fred Havens and Edna Maggott on

Aug. 7

Donald Edward and Brenda McQuay
on Aug. 31

Charles Shell and Gloria Siejack
on Sept. 4

Steve Manko and Genevieve Daniels
on Sept. 4

Timothy Williams and Jo Ann Cur-
tis, Sept. 11
Clifford Lee and Gloria Machi
on Sept. 18 ~
John F. Shahan and Patricia Mark-
el, Sept. 18
Dennis Jondo and Deborah Szyman-
ski, Sept. 19
Funerals
Herman Wolferman, age 76, Aug.l1l3
Harry Lewis, age 79, Aug. 17
Mrs.Florence Grace,age 84,Aug.24
Frank Schmidt,member,age 77,Aug30
Mrs.Minnie Johnson,age 70,Sept.7
Frederick Welzel, age 73, Sept.7

BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL!
PRAISE HIS NAME FOREVER!!
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