
The normal usage of this phrase 
is to say, "Christmas comes but 
once a year," meaning we ought to 
make the most of Christmas in all 
its aspects as relates to church, 
community and family. With this we 
heartily agree. 

But also we need to remember that 
Advent comes but once a year and 
that the lessons of Advent are just 
as important as those of Christmas. 

The actual coming of Christ in 
the flesh is past. On Christmas we 
commemorate that divine birth and 
stress the importance of the Lord's 
r-~ing as regards the redemption of 
, ,r human race. 
----We do not, however, celebrate an 
actual coming of Christ either at 
Christmas or in Advent. As we've 
said, this is past. What we do cel
ebrate and lift up dramatically dur 
ing this penetential season of Ad
vent is the coming of Christ now in 
Grace and His eventual coming in 
Glory. 

There is a very real way Christ 
is being born anew, within the 
hearts of man, in grace, so to 
speak, to dwell within man and to 
be the constant guest in his life 
and the governing force of his ev
eryday experience. Our lives should 
be Christ-centered and Christ-guid
ed. As we premit this to occur, 
this is Christ in grace being born 
anew in our lives. As we permit His 
Gospel to come to bear in our time, 
this is Christ being born anew also 
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ADVENT SUNDAYS 
By the time you receive this is

sue of the Endeavor, the ~irst Sun
day in Advent will be gone, for the 
season of Advent began wit~ -Sunday, 
Nov. 27th. 

It was on this Sunday we again be 
gan our traditional Advent ceremon
ials and ushered in the Advent theme 
The violet hangings appeared on the 
altar and the pulpit and lectern. 
The beautiful Advent creche again 
was displayed at the front of the 
sanctuary. The choirs brought us 
wonderful Advent music and the pas
tor brought the first Advent sermon 

With the Sundays of December 
we will want to be gathering i~ the 
House of God for the other beauti
ful ceremonials of Advent and the 
impress of the lovely and meaning
ful services planned. 

On Sunday, Dec. 4th, the Advent 
greens will be put in place in the 
sanctuary during the service as the 
choir sings "Deck the Halls." On 
Sunday, Dec. 11, the beautiful Ad
vent and Christmas wreaths will be 
in place, and on Dec. 18th we shall 
find the beautiful poinsettia flow
ers about the altar and the splen
did Christmas tree in its place. 

On each of the Sundays our choirs 
will thrill us with the music of Ad 
vent and the pastor will lead us to 
the experience of Christmas through 
the Advent messages on the Gospel. 

It will be on Sunday, Dec. 18 
that our Church School will bring 
the Christmas message to us in the 
10:15 a.m. service and the member
ship of the entire School will be 
with us. 

On Sunday, Dec. 4 we will observe 
the Sacrament of Holy Communion at 
the 7:45 and 10:15 a.m. service. 

And then,on Christmas Eve, at 
the hours of 8 p.m. and 10:45 p.m. 
we shall gather for our traditional 



Christmas Eve services, the point 
toward which the entire season of 
Advent directs us. 

Advent is a time of preparation. 
May we give the Spirit of God ample 
opportunity to adequately prepare 
us for the birth of the Lord anew 
by our constancy in God ' s House . 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
and 10:45 P.M. 8 P.M. 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 
10:15 A.M. ONLY 

The 8 p.m . Christmas Eve service 
will be identical to the service at 
10:45 p.m . and is pl anned for those 
families with small children. For, 
on Christmas Eve we should bring 
the entire family t o church , even 
the very little ones , that even 
they may have instilled within t hem 
t he knowledge of Chris t mas Eve in 
God ' s House . 

Each se r vice is a candlelighting 
service , conducted in t he gl ow of 
t he Chris t mas t ree. Each service 
includes a message of Christmas 
from the pulpit and the glorious 
music of Christmas by our choirs . 
Each service includes the service 
of candlelighting, t he traditiona l 
service of Christmas Eve . Each ser 
vice includes the Christmas offer
ing wherein each child of God has 
the opportunity of brjnging a love 
gift unto the Lord which is over 
and beyond our usual offerings. 

Since Christmas Day comes on a 
Sunday, we shall eliminate the 8 a. 
m. service that day and invite all 
to the 10:15 a . m. service , with the 
regular session of Church School at 
the hour of 9 a . m. 

TINSEL DAY SET 
FOR SUN., DEC. 11 

Tinsel Day is the one day of the 
year when we want entire families 
here for the noon meal , having been 
in the services previously. For, on 
this day we all have the unique 

op~ ortuni t y to spend time wi t h ou r 
chi l dr e~ and t he ot he r fo l k of t he 
chu r ch in a lovely expe r ience . Tho 
we ' ve mentioned family groups , t his 
doe s not eliminate folk wit h no fam 
il i es , for we are all pa rt of the 
larger church family and a r e wel
come as family members he r e . 

This year the Tinsel Day noon 
mea l will be in the form of a pre
pared meal , served in buffet style . 
No charge is being made for t his 
meal , but donations from fami
lies or individuals will be accept
ed to offset its cost . It will be a 
warm meal . We are not charging 
chi l dren for this meal . 

The meal will be served at 12,and 
then at 1:30 p.m. the children and 
members of the various departments 
of the Church School will go to the 
departmen t s for the decoration of 
same for Christmas. So,"we des" 
Church School children to be 
sent for the mea l and af~~rnoo 
While the Church School folk are a t 
work in t heir departmen t s , the ol d
er youth and adults have t he privi
lege of decora t ing t he church t rees 
and also busying t hemselves in an 
experience of maki n g some t hing fo r 
the home ou t of Christmas greens . 

At 3:30 p . m. approximately, all 
are invi t ed to ga t her in the sanc
tuary for the official light ing of 
the church tree and a ca r ol si ng, 
unde r t he direction of Mr . Schnader . 
Af t e r a b r ief devotional service , 
t h e group will return t o Fellowship 
Ha l l for the coming of Sant a Claus, 
and our " Happy Bi rthday part y" t o 
honor t he birth of our Lo rd . The 
days even t s will close wi t h refresh 
ments a t approxima t ely 4 p . m. 

Those pl anning t o a tt end , ei t her 
as fami l y groups or individuals,2 - ~ 
requested to regis t er this inte 
so that ample food will be prepar 

CAROLLING 
PLANNED 

FOR SUN., 
DEC. 18 

All the protestant churches of 
Canton are planning cooperative car 
olling of our entire area on Sunday 
Dec . 18th from 6:30 to 8 p . m. From 
the last meeting of the pastors 
of these seven churches there has 
come the following plan - that the 
shut-ins of our churches would be 
visited , if requested , by church 
carolling groups covering that area 
We will seek to cover the area of 



Kenwood Ave on the West . to Highland 
on the East and Eastern Ave on the 
north to Elliott on the south. Each 
of the churches is accepting a sec
tion of this area to cover. Lists 
of shut-ins from the churches are 
being sent to a clearing house and 
the group covering a particular 
area will carol upon shut-ins from 
all the churches in that area. 

The groups will converge after 
the carolling, at approximately 8 
p.m., at Messiah Lutheran Hall for 
a light lunch and fellows•hip. 

It is hoped that from United we 
may have several groups participat
ing, for the area assigned to us is 
too large for one group to cover by 
itself. The invitation is extended 
to our choirs, to the youth depart
ments and their leaders, and to any 
adults or groups of adults, to en-

Y this experience. Inform the 
tor of your willingness to carol 

CHURCH SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

SUNDAY, DEC. 18 - 10:15 A.M. 
The Church School will have its 

annual Christmas service as a part 
of our regular 10:15 a.m. service 
on Sunday, Dec. 18th. With the 
·t,eme, "Carols and Customs of 

• istmas" the service will be one 
great interest to adults as well 

the Church School members. The 
Church School session will begin at 
9:30 a.m. that day and, upon notifi 
cation, the departments will come 
to the sanctuary for the service. 
The sanctuary service, in addition 
to the presentation of the Church 
School, will include the music of 
Christmas by our Youth & Children's 
choirs and a brief story-sermon by 
the pastor. 

Following the service,the members 
of the Church School will be direct 
ed to areas in Friendship Hall and 
gym where gifts will be exchanged 
and the gift of the Church School 
given to each member of the School. 

WHITE GIFT 
PLAN TO 

HELP LOCAL 
GROUPS 

Our White Gift Plan for 1966 is 
to be directed to two local chari
table institutions, the Maryland 
Children's Center and the Thomas J. 
Waxter Children's Center. Folk of 
the Church School departments will 
be bringing items from Sunday to 
Sunday, which items will be gather
ed together into one large gift for 
the children of each of these insti 
tutions. The plan will , reach its 
culmination on Tinsel Day, and then 
the g~ft will be prepared for each 
place and delivered there prior to 
Christmas. -

If any of the church members de
sire to participate in this, such 
it.ems. as .. pJ..astic. toys, model planes 
model autos~ puzzles, coloring book 
cosmetics for girls, stationary and 
pens for boys, etc. may be brought. 
It is not nec.es.sa:i-y to gift wrap 
the . items . . Parents of church school 
folk are requested to inquire of 
their family members as to the item 
the department of the school will 
be bringing. 

ITEMS 
TO REMEMBER 

POINSETTIAS AND WREATH FUND 

Individuals and groups of the con
gregation are invited to contribute 
to this Fund from which proceeds 
the poinsettia and wreaths for the 
decoration of our sanctuary are pur 
chased. Place gifts in an envelope 
with name attached and marked,"Poin 
settia Fund." Our poinsettia and 
wreaths are purchased at one time, 
and are uniform, therefore we pre
fer cash gifts to gifts of flowers. 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS FOR NEEDY 
It is our custom to remember the 
needy during the year, especially 
at Thanksgiving and Christmas. Re
quests come to the church for bas
kets of food. We prepare these has
kets with canned goods and staple 
food . items supplied by the members 
and friends of the church, and use 
money given to purchase meat, bread 



and.other pe~ishables which are al
so includea in the baskets. We in-
vite our families and members to 
bring contributions of food and of 
cash for this purpose to the servi
ces on Sunday, Dec. 18th. 

HOME COMMUNIONS AT CHRISTMAS 
If there be any shut-ins who desire 
the Sacrament at Christmas, the pas 
tor invites your request to the 
church office and he will seek to 
meet this request and bring the Sac 
rament to your home. 

CHURCH ENVELOPES FOR 1967 
The sets of envelopes will be re3dy 
on Sunday, Dec. 18 in Friendship 
Hall. Please secure your envelopes 
there. May it again be said that 
if you have not used your envelopes 
thus far in 1966, no new set will 
be prepared for you.The expectation 
of each member is that he/she will 
make regular contributions to the 
budget of the church. But it is on
ly as these contributions are re
ceived through sets of envelopes 
that we can give credit for such 
contributions and thus indicate 
the fulfillment of this responsi
bility of membership. So, if you 
are anxious that your membership 
with United remain in active stand
ing, it behooves you to have a set 
of church envelopes. If you have no 
set for 1966, and desire such a set 
for 1967, make application through 
the pastor. 

MEMORIALS AT CHRISTMAS 
Memorials at Christmas will be an
nounced only on Sunday, Dec. 18th. 
Have these in office by Wed. prior 
to that Sunday, please. 

NEW YEARS EVE AND SUNDAY 

The service on New Year's Eve will 
be at 8 p.m., only one service, re
member. This service will conclude 
prior to 9 p.m. 

On Sunday, Jan. 1, 1967 there will 
be only one service and that at the 
10:15 a.m. hour, this being a Com
munion service. Church School at 
the regular 9 a.m. hour. 

JOIN THE MORE 
THAN 3Oo/o 

more th·an 
who have 
accepting 

Yes, will you join the 
30% of our active givers 
indicated they will be 
the suggestion of our 
Committee and adding to 

Enlistment 
their week
Sunday by 

17%, to as-
ly gifts to the church, 
Sunday to the amount of 

sist in meeting the increase in 
our budget for 1967? 

The Enlistment Committee and 
the church at large is very grate~ 
ful for the response to the Enlist 
ment. Though the total of returns 
from our membership should have 
been much greater, and though we 
had expections of a greater reply, 
still, the overall number of re
turns of both the Time and Talent 
and the Treasure commitments was 
more satisfactory than at first 
glance. The Enlistment Committee 
is still puzzled why a greater re
turn was not forthcoming but is 
certain it is not because of disin 
terest on the part of members as 
to the program and growth of the 
church. The newness of the Enlist
ment idea to the congregation is 
the logical conclusion the Commit
tee draws, this being the same yr~ 

son for the paucity of volunte 
to make home visitations, ~ausi 
an elimination of that phase of 
the program. 

The total program, we repeat, 
was not a failure, and all concern 
ed are very grateful. We now in
vite others to join the more than 
30% who were not timid and who 
stated their convictions and be
lief in the church. We invite you 
to assist the church by increasing 
your weekly contributions in the 
1967 envelopes, so that together 
we may accomplish those steps for
ward which this church is challeng 
ed to take. 

Now is the time to include in 
these pages a big word of apprecia 
tion to those many of the Council 
and congregation who rallied round 
and assisted in this Enlistment 
plan, which began many months ag0 
It was all very worthwhile. We 
vite you to become positive ab 
your church. 
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